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Sermon 101: Praise be to God, the First ...
About the vicissitudes of time

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

وه من خطبته الت تشتمل عل ذكر الملاحم

Praise to Allah, Who is the First before every first and the Last after every last. His Firstness
necessitates that there is no (other) first before Him and His Lastness necessitates that there is no other
last after Him. I do stand witness that there is no god but Allah both openly as well as secretly, with heart
as well as with tongue.

الْحمدُ له الاولِ قَبل كل اوِل، والاخرِ بعدَ كل آخر، بِاوليته وجب انْ لا اول لَه، وبِآخرِيته وجب انْ لا آخر لَه، واشْهدُ
.انْ لا اله الا اله شَهادةً يوافق فيها السر الاعلانَ، والْقَلْب اللّسانَ

O people, do not commit the crime of opposing me, do not be seduced into disobeying me and do not
wink at each other with eyes when you hear me. By Allah, Who germinates the seed and blows the
wind, whatever I convey to you is from the Prophet. Neither the conveyor (of Allah's message, i.e. the
Prophet) lied nor the hearer misunderstood.

ّنم ونَهعما تَسنْدَ مارِ عصبا بِالاوامتَتَر لاو ،انيصع مَّنوِيتَهسي لاو ،قَاقش مَّنرِمجي لا ،ا النَّاسهيا.

هِلج لاغُ، وّلبالْم ذَبا كم ،(ه عليه وآلهال صل) ِالنَّب نع بِه مِىنَبنَّ الَّذِي اةَ، امالنَّس اربةَ، وبالْح الَّذِي فَلَقفَو
عامالس،
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Well, it is as though I see a misguided man 1 who is shouting in Syria (ash-Sham) and has put his
banners in the outskirts of Kufah. When his mouth would be fully opened, his recalcitrance would
become intense and his steps on earth would become heavy (and tyrannical) then the disorder (so
created) would cut the people with its teeth and war would rage with (all) its waves, days would become
severe and night full of toil.

So when the crops grows and stands on stalks, its foam shoots forth and its lightning shines, the
banners of misguiding rebellion would fire up and shoot forth like darkening night and surging sea. This
and how many other storms would rend Kufah and gales would sweep over it, and shortly heads would
clash with heads, the standing crop would be harvested and the harvest would be smashed.

،تُهيمَش اشْتَدَّتو ،تُهرفَاغ تذَا فَغَروفَانَ. فاك احوض ف هاتايبِر صفَحو، بِالشَّام قيل قَدْ نَعّلض َلا نْظُرا ّناَل
نما، وهلُوحك اميالا ندَا مبا، واجِهومبِا برتِ الْحاجما، وابِهنْيا بِاهنَاءبتْنَةُ اتِ الْفضع ،تُهطْاضِ ورالا ف ثَقُلَتو
،لَةضعالْم تَنالْف اتاير دَتقع ،ارِقُهوب قَتربو ،قُهشَقَاش تدَرهو ،هنْعي َلع قَامو ،هعزَر نَعذَا يا. فَاهدُوحك الاللَّي
يل تَلْتَفقَل نعف !واصع نا مهليع رميف، وقَاص نوفَةَ مْال خْرِقي مكهذا، و .ملْتَطرِ الْمحالْبو ،مظْلالْم لَالْلَي لْنقْباو
ودصحالْـم طَمحيو ،مدُ الْقَائصحيونِ، وونُ بِالْقُرالْقُر.

Alternative Sources for Sermon 101

(1) Al-Tabari, Ta'rikh, VI, 48;

(2) Ibn al-'Athir, al-Nihayah, (b.j.r);

(3) al-Saduq, al-'Amali;

(4) al-'Amidi, Ghurar, 329;

(5) al-Karajiki, Ma’dan, 226;

(6) al-Bayhaqi, al-Mahasin, 41;

(7) al-Jahiz, al-Hayawan, II, 90.

1. Some people have taken this to refer to Mu`awiyah and others to `Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan.
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