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Sermon 116: Allah sent him (the Prophet) as a
caller towards Truth...
About troubles which would arise and the Day of Judgement

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

وفيها ينصح أصحاب

Allah sent him (the Prophet) as a caller towards Truth and a witness over the creatures. The Prophet
conveyed the messages of Allah tirelessly and without any negligence, and he fought His enemies in the
cause of Allah unflaggingly and without pleading excuses. He is the foremost of all who practise piety
and the power of perception of all those who achieve guidance.

ارسلَه داعياً الَ الْحق، وشَاهداً علَ الْخَلْق، فَبلَّغَ رسالاتِ ربِه غَير وان ولا مقَصر، وجاهدَ ف اله اعدَاءه غَير واهن
.ولا معذِّر، امام من اتَّقَ، وبصر من اهتَدَى

A part of the same sermon, complaining about his men

If you know what I know of the unknown that is kept wrapped up from you certainly you would have gone
out into the open weeping over your deeds and beating yourselves in grief and you would have
abandoned your properties without any guard for it or any substitute over it. Everyone would then have
cared for his own self without paying attention to anyone else. But you have forgotten what was recalled
to you and felt safe from what you had been warned. Consequently, your ideas went astray and your
affairs were dispersed.
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،منْفُسا َلونَ عتَلْتَدِمو ،مالمعا َلونَ عدَاتِ، تَبعالص َلا تُمجذاً لَخَرا ،هبغَي مْنع ا طُوِيمم لَمعا اونَ ملَمتَع لَوو
يتُمنَس مَّنَلا; ورِهغَي َلا تلْتَفي لا ،هنَفْس مْنرِىء مام لك تملَها، وهلَيع فخَال لالها و ارِسح لا مَالوما تُمكلَتَرو
مكرما ملَيع تَشَتَّتو ،ميار مْنع فَتَاه ،تُمذِّرا حم نْتُمماو ،تُمرا ذُكم.

I do long that Allah may cause separation between me and you and give me those who have a better
right to be with me than you. By Allah, they are people of blissful ideas, enduring wisdom and true
speech. They keep aloof from revolt. They trod forward on the path (of Allah) and ran on the high road.
Consequently, they achieved the everlasting next life and easeful honours.

Beware! by Allah, a tall lad of swinging gait from Banu Thaqif would be placed over you. He would eat
away your vegetation and melt your fat. So, O Aba Wadhahah, is that all?

قَاوِيلم ،لْمالْح اجِيحريِ، ماالر يناميم هوال مقَو ،مْنم ِب قحا وه نبِم قَنلْحاو ،مَنيبو نيب قفَر هنَّ الا تدِدلَوو
.ةارِدالْب ةامرْالو ،ةمالْدَّائ قْبالْعوا برفَظَف ،ةجحالْـم َلفُوا عجواو ،الطَّرِيقَة َلا قُدُماً عوضم .ْغلْبتَارِيكُ لم ،قبِالْح
!اما واله، لَيسلَّطَن علَيم غُلام ثَقيف الذَّيال الْميال، ياكل خَضرتَم، ويذِيب شَحمتَم، ايه ابا وذَحةَ

as-Sayyid ar-Radi says: "al-Wadhahah" means "al-khunfusa' (dung-beetle)." In this sentence Amir al-
mu'minin has referred to al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf ath-Thaqafi and he had an incident with "al-Khunfusa '",
which need not be related here.1

قال السيد الشريف: : الْوذَحةُ: الخُنْفُساء. وهذا القول يومء به إل الحجاج، وله مع الوذحة حديث ليس هذا موضع
.ذكره

Alternative Sources for Sermon 116

(1) Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih, al-’Iqd, VI, 249;

(2) al-Mas’udi, Muruj, III, 150;

(3) al-'Azhari, Tahdhib, VII, 101 (kh.d.r);

(4) Ibn Faqih, al-Buldan, 181;

(5) al-Harawi, al-Jam’, see Ibn al-'Athir, al-Nihayah, II, 41, V, 170;

(6) al-Muttaqi, Kanz, VI, 87;

(7) al-Daylami, al-'Irshad, I, 33.

1. The detail of this incident is that one day al-Hajjaj stood up for saying prayers when al-khunfusa' advanced towards him.
al-Hajjaj held out his hand to stop him but he bit him whereby his hand got swollen and eventually he died of it. Ibn Abi'l-



Hadid has written that "al-Wadhahah" means the dung that remains sticking to the tail of an animal, and this surname is
intended to disgrace him.
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