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Sermon 120: By Allah, I have knowledge of….
About the greatness of Ahlul Bayt and the importance of the laws of Islam

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

يذكر فضله ويعظ الناس

By Allah, I have knowledge of the conveyance of messages, fulfilment of promises and of entire
expressions. We the people of the house (of the Prophet - Ahlul Bayt) possess the doors of wisdom and
light of governance. Beware that the paths of religion are one and its highways are straight. He who
follows them achieves (the aim) and secures (the objective). And he who stood away from it went astray
and incurred repentance.

تَاله لَقَدْ علّمت تَبليغَ الرِسالاتِ، واتْمام الْعدَاتِ، وتَمام الْلمات. وعنْدَنَا ـ اهل الْبيتِ ـ ابواب الْحم وضياء الامرِ.
نَدِمو لا ضنْهع قَفو نمو ،مغَنو قا لَحخَذَ بِها ندَةٌ، مقَاص لَهبسدَةٌ، واحو الدِّين عائنَّ شَراو لاا.

Act for the day for which provisions are stored, and when the intentions would be tested. If a person's
own intelligence which is present with him does not help him, the wits (of others) which are remote from
him are more unhelpful and those which are away from him more useless. Dread the fire whose flame is
severe, whose hollow is deep, whose dress is iron and whose drink is bloody pus. Beware! The 1 good
name of a man retained by Allah, the Sublime, among the people is better than wealth inherited by those
who would not praise him.

اعملُوا ليوم تُذْخَر لَه الذَّخَائر، وتُبلَ فيه السرائر، ومن لا ينْفَعه حاضر لُبِه فَعازِبه عنْه اعجز، وغَائبه اعوزُ. واتَّقُوا
نَاراً حرها شَدِيدٌ، وقَعرها بعيدٌ، وحلْيتُها حدِيدٌ، وشَرابها صدِيدٌ. الا وانَّ اللّسانَ الصالح يجعلُه اله للْمرء ف النَّاسِ،
دُهمحي لا نم ورِثُهالِ يالْم نم لَه رخَي.
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Alternative Sources for Sermon 120

(1) Kitab Sulaym ibn Qays. 142;

(2) al-'Amidi, Ghurar, 81, 82, 83.

1. If a person gives away something in his life time then the recipient feels obliged to him. But if wealth is extracted by force
then the extractor does not feel himself under his obligation, nor does he praise it. The same is the case of one who dies.
His successors think that whatever he had left behind was their right and they should have received it. In this there is no
obligation of his to be acknowledged. But if he had done some good act with this very wealth his name would have
remained behind him and people would have praised him also.
A Persian couplet says: Happy is he who is remembered well after himself, for nothing save the name remains after the
man is dead.
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