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Sermon 145: O people, you are, in this world….
About this world

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

فناء الدنيا

O people, you are, in this world, the target for the arrows of death. With every drinking there is choking
and with every eating there is suffocation. You do not get any benefit in it except by foregoing another
(benefit) and no one among you advances in age by a day except by the taking away of a day from his
life. Nothing more is added to his eating unless it reduces what was there before. No mark appears for
him unless a mark disappears. Nothing new comes into being unless the new becomes old. No new
crop comes up unless a crop has been reaped. Those roots are gone whose off-shoots we are. How
can an off-shoot live after the departure of its root?

ايها النَّاس، انَّما انْتُم ف هذِه الدُّنْيا غَرض تَنْتَضل فيه الْمنَايا، مع كل جرعة شَرق، وف كل اكلَة غَصص! لا تَنَالُونَ
لاا هلكا ةٌ فادزِي لَه دَّدتُج لاو ،هلجا نم آخَر دْمبِه لاا رِهمع نماً موي مْنم رمعم رمعي لاى، وخْراقِ اربِف لاةً امعا ننْهم
بنَفَادِ ما قَبلَها من رِزْقه، ولا يحيا لَه اثَر الا مات لَه اثَر، ولا يتَجدَّد لَه جدِيدٌ الا بعدَ انْ يخْلَق لَه جدِيدٌ، ولا تَقُوم لَه نَابِتَةٌ
هلصابِ ادَ ذَهعع بفَر قَاءا با، فَمهوعفُر ننَح ولصا تضقَدْ مةٌ، وودصحم نْهقُطُ متَسو لاا!

A part of the same sermon censuring innovation (bid’ah)

منها: ف ذم البدعة

No innovation is introduced unless one sunnah is forsaken. Keep away from innovations and stick to the
broad road. Surely the old tested ways are the best and the innovated ones are bad.
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.وما احدِثَت بِدْعةٌ الا تُرِكَ بِها سنَّةٌ، فَاتَّقُوا الْبِدَعَ، والْزموا الْمهيع، انَّ عوازِم الامورِ افْضلُها، وانَّ محدِثَاتها شرارها

Alternative Sources for Sermon 145

(1) Al-Harrani, Tuhaf, 73;

(2) al-Mufid, al-'Irshad, 139 as well as al-'Amali;

(3) al-Tusi, al-'Amali, I, 220;

(4) al-Qali, al-'Amali, II, 67.
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