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Sermon 148: Both of these two….
About Talhah and az-Zubayr and the people of Basrah

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

ف ذكر أهل البصرة

Both of these two (Talhah and az-Zubayr) wishes the Caliphate for himself, and is drawing towards
himself as against the other fellow. They do not employ any connection for getting access to Allah nor
proceed towards Him through any means. Both of them bear malice against the other. Shortly his veil
over it will be uncovered. By Allah, if they achieve what they aim at, one of them will kill the other, and
one will finish the other. The rebellious party has stood up. Where are the seekers of virtue, for the paths
have already been determined and they have been given the news? For every misguidance there is a
cause and for every break of pledge there is a misrepresentation. By Allah, I shall not be like him who
listens to the voice of mourning, hears the man who brings news of death and also visits the mourner,
yet does not take lesson.

كل واحد منْهما يرجو الامر لَه، ويعطفُه علَيه دونَ صاحبِه، لا يمتَّانِ الَ اله بِحبل، ولا يمدَّانِ الَيه بسبب. كل واحد
منْهما حامل ضبٍ لصاحبِه، وعما قَليل يشَف قنَاعه بِه! واله لَئن اصابوا الَّذِي يرِيدُونَ لَينْتَزِعن هذَا نَفْس هذَا،
ولَياتين هذَا علَ هذَا، قَدْ قَامتِ الْفىةُ الْباغيةُ، فَاين الْـمحتَسبونَ؟! قَدْ سنَّت لَهم السنَن، وقُدِّم لَهم الْخَبر، ولل ضلَّة
تَبِرعي لا ثُم ،اكالْب رضحيو ،النَّاع عمسي ،اللَّدْم عتَمسمونُ ككا لا هالهِةٌ. وث شُبنَاك لللَّةٌ، وع!

Alternative Sources for Sermon 148

(1) Abu Mikhnaf, al-Jamal, see Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Sharh, I, 78;

(2) al-Mufid, al-'Irshad, 142.
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