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Sermon 157: Praise be to Allah who made praise
the Key…
Urging people towards Piety (taqwa)

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السالم

يحث الناس عل التقوى

Praise be to Allah who made praise the Key for His remembrance, a means for increase of His bounty
and a guide for His Attributes and Dignity.

هتظَمعو هئآال َلع ياللدو ،هلفَض نزِيدِ ملْمباً لبسو ،رِهذِكفْتَاحاً لدَ ممالْح لعالَّذِي ج هدُ لمالْح.

O creatures of Allah! Time will deal with the survivors just as it dealt with those gone by. The time that
has passed will not return and whatever there is in it will not stay for ever. Its later deeds are the same
as the former ones. Its troubles try to excel one another. Its banners follow each other. It is as though
you are attached to the last day which is driving you as rapidly as are driven the she camels which are
dry for seven months. He who busies himself with things other than improvement of his own self
becomes perplexed in darkness and entangled in ruination. His evil spirits immerse him deep in vices
and make his bad actions appear handsome. Paradise is the end of those who are forward (in good
acts) and Hell is the end of those who commit excesses.

هالفَع رآخ .يها فداً ممرس َقبي الو ،نْهم َّلا قَدْ وم ودعي ال ،يناضبِالْم يِهرجك يناقرِي بِالْبجي رنَّ الدَّها ،هال ادبع
هرِ نَفْسبِغَي هنَفْس شَغَل نفَم ،هلاجِرِ بِشَوالزدْوح مدُوكتَح ةاعالسب مَّناَف .همالعةٌ ارتَظَاهم ،هورمابِقَةٌ اتَسم ،هلواك
تَحير ف الظُّلُماتِ، وارتَبكَ ف الْهلَاتِ، ومدَّت بِه شَياطينُه ف طُغْيانه، وزَينَت لَه سيِء اعماله، فَالْجنَّةُ غَايةُ
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ينِطفَرةُ الْمغَاي النَّارو ،ينابِقالس.

Know, O creatures of Allah, that piety is a strong house of protection while impiety is a weak house
which does not protect its people, and does not give security to him who takes refuge therein. Know that
the sting of sins is cut by piety and the final aim is achieved by conviction of belief.

الا .هلَيا الَج نرِزُمحي الو ،لَهها نَعمي يل، الن ذَلصح ارد ورالْفُجزِيز، ون عصح ارى دنَّ التَّقْوا ،هال ادبوا علَماع
.وبِالتَّقْوى تُقْطَع حمةُ الْخَطَايا، وبِالْيقين تُدْركُ الْغَايةُ الْقُصوى

O creatures of Allah! (Fear) Allah, (fear) Allah, in the matter of your own selves, which are the most
beloved and dear to you, because Allah has clarified to you the way of truthfulness and lighted its paths.
So (you may choose) either ever-present misfortune or eternal happiness. You should therefore provide
in these mortal days for the eternal days. You have been informed of the provision, ordered to march
and told to make haste in setting off. You are like staying riders who do not know when they would be
ordered to march on. Beware, what will he, who has been created for the next world, do with this world?
What will a person do with wealth which he would shortly be deprived of while only its ill effects and
reckoning would be left behind for him?

عباد اله، اله اله ف اعزِ االنْفُسِ علَيم، واحبِها الَيم; فَانَّ اله قَدْ اوضح سبِيل الْحق وانَار طُرقَه، فَشقْوةٌ الزِمةٌ،
او سعادةٌ دائمةٌ! فَتَزودوا ف ايام الْفَنَاء اليام الْبقَاء. قَدْ دللْتُم علَ الزادِ، وامرتُم بالظَّعن، وحثثْتُم علَ الْمسيرِ، فَانَّما
انْتُم كركب ۇقُوف، ال يدْرونَ متَ يومرونَ بالسيرِ، اال فَما يصنَع بِالدُّنْيا من خُلق لالخرة! وما يصنَع بِالْمالِ من عما
هابسحو تُهتَبِع هلَيع َقتَبو ،هلَبسيل يقَل!

O creatures of Allah! The good which Allah has promised should not be abandoned and the evil from
which He has refrained should not be coveted. O creatures of Allah! Fear the day when actions will be
reckoned; there will be much quaking and even children will get old.

صماً تُفْحووا يذَراح ،هال ادبع .غَبرم ِالشَّر نم نْهع ما نَهيف الكٌ، وتْررِ مالْخَي نم هدَ العا ومل سلَي نَّها ،هال ادبع
طْفَالاال يهف يبتَشو ،الِلْزالز يهف ثُريو ،المعاال يهف.

Know, O creatures of Allah, that your own self is a guard over you; limbs are watchmen and truthful
vigil-keepers who preserve (the record of) your actions and the numbers of your breaths. The gloom of
the dark night cannot conceal you from them, nor can closed doors hide you from them. Surely tomorrow
is close to today.

دَدعو ،مَالمعفَظُونَ احدْق يفَّاظَ صحو ،مارِحوج نوناً ميعو ،منْفُسا نداً مصر ملَينَّ عا ،هال ادبوا، علَماع
قَرِيب موالْي ننَّ غَداً ماذُورِتَاج، و ابب منْهم مُّني الاج، ول دةُ لَيظُلْم منْهم مكتُرتَس ال ،منْفَاسا.



Today will depart with all that it has and tomorrow will come in its wake. It is as though every one of you
has reached that place on earth where he would be alone, namely the location of his grave. So, what to
say of the lonely house, the solitary place of staying and the solitary exile. It is as though the cry (of the
Horn) has reached you, the Hour has overtaken you and you have come out (of your graves) for the
passing of judgement. (The curtains of) falsehood have been removed from you and your excuses have
become weak. The truth about you has been proved. All your matters have proceeded to their
consequences. Therefore. you should (now) take counsel from examples, learn lessons from
vicissitudes and take advantage of the warners.

،هتفْرخَطَّ حمو ،هدَتحو نْزِلضِ مراال نلَغَ مقَدْ ب مْنرِىء مام لنَّ كاَف ،قاً بِهح الْغَدُ ال ءِجيو ،يها فبِم موالْي بذْهي
للَفَص زْتُمربو ،مْتيةَ قَدْ غَشاعالسو ،مْتَتةَ قَدْ احينَّ الصاكة! وبدِ غُرفْرمشَة، وحنْزِلِ ومدَة، وحتِ ويب نم الَهفَي
ورماال مِب تدَرصو ،ققَائالْح مِب قَّتتَحاسو ،لَلالْع مْنع لَّتحماضو ،يلاطباال مْنع تقَدْ زَاح ،اءالْقَض
.مصادِرها، فَاتَّعظُوا بِالْعبرِ، واعتَبِروا بالْغيرِ، وانْتَفعوا بِالنُّذُرِ

Alternative Sources for Sermon 157

(1) Ibn al-'Athir, al-Nihayah, II, 510 (sh.w.l);

(2) al-'Amidi, Ghurar, 97;

(3) al-Wasiti, ‘Uyun al-hikam, see Bihar, vol. XVII, 113.
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