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Sermon 188: I advise you, O people, to fear Allah
and to praise Him….
Allah's favours – counseling the people

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

ف الوصية بأمور

التقوى

I advise you, O people, to fear Allah and to praise Him profusely for His favours to you and His reward
for you and His obligations on you. See how He chose you for favours and dealt with you with mercy.
You sinned openly; He kept you covered. You behaved in a way to incur His punishment, but He gave
you more time.

اوصيم، ايها النَّاس، بِتَقْوى اله، وكثْرة حمدِه علَ آلائه الَيم، ونَعمائه علَيم، وبلائه لَدَيم. فَم خَصم بِنعمة،
مَلهمفَا خْذِهلا تُمضرتَعو ،مكتَرفَس لَه تُمروعة! امحبِر مكتَدَارو!

Condition of persons facing death

الموت

I also advise you to remember death and to lessen your heedlessness towards it. Why should you be
heedless of Him Who is not heedless of you? Why expect from him (i.e., the angel of death) who will not
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give you time? The dead whom you have been watching suffice as preachers. They were carried to their
graves, not riding themselves, and were placed in them but not of their own accord.

It seems as if they never lived in this world and as if the next world had always been their abode. They
have made lonely the place where they were living, and are now living where they used to feel lonely.
They remained busy about what they had to leave, and did not care for where they were to go. Now they
cannot remove themselves from evil, nor add to their virtues They were attached to the world and it
deceived them. They trusted it and it overturned them.

َفَ؟! فمُهِلمي سلَي نيمف معطَمو ،مُلغْفي سا لَيمع مُغَفْلَت فيكو ،نْهع لِ الْغَفْلَةقْلااتِ، وورِ الْمبِذِك ميوصاو
واعظاً بِموتَ عاينْتُموهم، حملُوا إلَ قُبورِهم غَير راكبِين، وانْزِلُوا فيها غَير نَازِلين، كانَّهم لَم يونُوا للدُّنْيا عماراً،
وكانَّ الاخرةَ لَم تَزل لَهم داراً، اوحشۇا ما كانُوا يوطنُونَ، واوطَنُوا ما كانُوا يوحشُونَ، واشْتَغَلُوا بِما فَارقُوا،
،متْها فَغروا بِالدُّنْيسناداً، اونَ ازْدِييعتَطسن يسح ف لاو ،قَالاونَ انْتيعتَطسقَبِيح ي نع انْتَقَلُوا، لا هلَيا اوا ماعضاو
متْهعرا فَصقُوا بِهثوو.

Transience of this world

May Allah have pity on you. You should therefore hasten towards (the preparation of) houses which you
have been commanded to populate, and towards which you have been called and invited. Seek the
completion of Allah’s favours on you by exercising endurance in His obedience and abstention from His
disobedience, because tomorrow is close to today. How fast are the hours of the day, how fast are the
days in the month, how fast are the months in the years and how fast the years in a life.

هال معوا نمتَتاسا. وهلَيا يتُمعدا، ويهف تُمبّغر الَّتا، ووهرمنْ تَعا تُمرما الَّت منَازِلم َلـ ا هال ممحابِقُوا ـ رفَس
علَيم بِالصبرِ علَ طَاعته، والْـمجانَبة لمعصيته، فَانَّ غَداً من الْيوم قَرِيب. ما اسرعَ الساعاتِ ف الْيوم، واسرعَ
!الايام ف الشَّهرِ، واسرعَ الشُّهور ف السنَة، واسرعَ السنين ف الْعمرِ
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(1) Abu Mansur al-Tha’alibi, al-'I’jaz wa al-'Ijaz, 31.
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