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Sermon 225: This is a house surrounded by
calamities….
Transience of the world and the helplessness of those in graves

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السالم

ف التنفير من الدنيا

This is a house surrounded by calamities and well-known for deceitfulness. Its conditions do not last and
those who inhabit it do not remain safe. Its conditions are variable and its ways changing. Life in it is
blameworthy and safety in it is non-existent. Yet its people are targets; it strikes them with its arrows and
destroys them through death.

دار بِالْبالء محفُوفَةٌ، وبِالْغَدْرِ معروفَةٌ، ال تَدُوم احوالُها، وال يسلَم نُزالُها. احوال مخْتَلفَةٌ، وتَارات متَصرِفَةٌ، الْعيش فيها
.مذْموم، واالمانُ منْها معدُوم، وانَّما اهلُها فيها اغْراض مستهدَفَةٌ، تَرميهِم بِسهامها، وتُفْنيهِم بِحمامها

Know, O creatures of Allah, that, certainly, you and all the things of this world that you have are
(treading) on the lines of those (who were) before you. They were of longer ages, had more populated
houses and were of more lasting traces. Their voices have become silent, their movements have
become stationary, their bodies have become rotten, their houses have become empty and their traces
have been obliterated.

Their magnificent places and spread-out carpets were changed to stones, laid-in-blocks and cave-like
dug out graves whose very foundation is based on ruins and whose construction has been made with
soil. Their positions are contiguous, but those settled in them are like far flung strangers. They are
among the people of their area but feel lonely, and they are free from work but still engaged (in activity).
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They feel no attachment with homelands nor do they keep contact among themselves like neighbours
despite nearness of neighbourhood and priority of abodes. And how can they meet each other when
decay has ground them with its chest, and stones and earth have eaten them.

واعلَموا عباد اله انَّم وما انْتُم فيه من هذِه الدُّنْيا علَ سبِيل من قَدْ مض قَبلَم، ممن كانَ اطْول منْم اعماراً،
مهآثَارةً، ويخَال مهاردِيةً، ويبِال مهادسجادَةً، واكر مهاحرِيدَةً، وامه ماتُهوصا تحبصدَ آثَاراً، اعبااراً، ودِي رمعاو
عافيةً، فَاستَبدَلُوا بِالْقُصورِ الْمشَيدَة، والـنَّمارِقِ الْممهدَة، الصخُور واالحجار الْمسنَّدَةَ، والْقُبور الالطىةَ الْملْحدَةَ،
،ينشوحلَّة محم لها نيب ،غْتَرِبا منُهاكسو ،قْتَرِبا ملُّهحا، فَمهابِ بِنَاوِدَ بِالتُّرشُيا، وهنَاوابِ فالْخَر َلع نقَدْ ب الَّت
ِنُودارِ، وبِ الْجِوقُر نم منَهيا بم َلانِ، عرالْجِي لاصلُونَ تَواصتَوي الطَانِ، ووونَ بِاالسنتَاسيال ،ينلتَشَاغاغ مفَر لأهو
الدَّارِ، وكيف يونُ بينَهم تَزاۇر، وقَدْ طَحنَهم بِلْله الْبِلَ، واكلَتْهم الْجنَادِل والثَّرى ؟

It is as though you too have gone where they have gone, the same sleeping place has caught you and
the same place has detained you. What will then be your position when your affairs reach their end and
graves are turned upside down (to throw out the dead)?

There shall every soul realise what it hath sent before, and they shall be brought back to Allah,
their true Lord, and what they did fabricate (the false deities) will vanish (away) from them.
(Qur'an, 10:30)

مِب تتَنَاه لَو مِب فيَعُ، فدتَوسكَ الْمذل ممضو ،عجضكَ الْمذل مَنتَهارو ،هلَياروا اا صم َلا تُمرنْ قَدْ صاكو
(االمور، وبعثرتِ الْقُبور؟ (هنَالكَ تَبلُو كل نَفْس ما اسلَفَت وردوا الَ اله موالهم الْحق وضل عنْهم ما كانُوا يفْتَرون

Alternative Sources for Sermon 225

(1) Sibt, Tadhkirah, 122;

(2) al-Khwarazmi, al-Manaqib, 267;

(3) al-Muttaqi, Kanz al-’ummal, III, 511.
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