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Sermon 41: O people, surely loyalty and
truthfulness are twins ...
In condemnation of treason

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

وفيها ينه عن الغدر ويحذر منه

O people! Surely loyalty (fulfilment of pledge) and truthfulness are twins. I do not know a better shield
(against the assaults of sin) than it. One who realises the reality of return (to the next world) never
betrays. We are in a period when most of the people regard betrayal as wisdom. In these days the
ignorants call it excellence of cunning. What is the matter with them? Allah may destroy them.

One who has been through thick and thin of life finds the excuses to be preventing him from orders and
prohibitions of Allah but he disregards them despite capability (to succumb to them and follows the
commands of Allah), while one who has no restraints of religion seizes the opportunity (and accepts the
excuses for not following the commands of Allah).

ثَركان اتَّخَذَ ازَم نا فحبصلَقَدْ او ،جِعرالْم فيك ملع نم غْدِرا يمو ،نْهم َقنَّةً أوج لَمعا لادْقِ، والص ماتَو فَاءنَّ الْوا
يلَةالْح هجو الْقُلَّب لوى الْحرقَدْ ي !هال مقَاتَلَه !ما لَهم ،يلَةالْح نسح لا يهف لهالْج لها مهبنَسساً، ويك الْغَدْر هلها
الدِّين ف ةَ لَهرِيجح لا نا متَهصفُر نْتَهِزيا، وهلَيع ةدَ الْقُدْرعن بيع ياا رهدَعفَي ،يِهنَهو هرِ الما نم عانا مونَهدو.
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(1) Ibn Talhah, Matalib, I, 170;
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(2) al-Jahiz, Rasa'il, 125.
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