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Sermon 55: As to your statement that ...
When Amir al-mu’minin’s men showed impatience on his delay in giving them permission to fight in
Siffin, he said:

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

وقد استبطأ أصحابه إذنه لهم ف القتال بصفين

Well, as for your idea whether this (delay) is due to my unwillingness for death, then by Allah I do not
care whether I proceed towards death or death advances towards me. As for your impression that it may
be due to my misgivings about the people of Syria (ash-Sham), well by Allah, I did not put off war even
for a day except in the hope that some group may join me, find guidance through me and see my light
with their weak eyes. This is dearer to me than to kill them in the state of their misguidance although
they would be bearing their own sins.

َلا توالم جخَر وتِ اوالم َلا خَلْتد البا ام هالتِ؟ فَووةَ الْمياهركَ كذل لكا :مُلا قَوأم.

شُوتَعو ،ِب تَدِيفَةٌ فَتَهطَائ ِب قنْ تَلْحا عطْمنَا ااو لاماً اوي برالْح تفَعا دم هالفَو !الشَّام لها اً فَش :مُلا قَوماو
.ال ضوئ، فهو احب الَ من انْ اقْتُلَها علَ ضلالها، وانْ كانَت تَبوء بِآثَامها

Alternative Sources for Sermon 55

(1) Nasr, Siffin, 209;

(2) ‘Abd al-Zahra', Masadir, II, 27, says that statements to this effect have been widely narrated from ‘Ali
(A).
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