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Sermon 69: How long shall I accord to you the
consideration ...
Admonishing his companions about careless behaviour Amir al-mu'minin said:

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

ف ذم أصحابه

How long shall I accord you consideration that is accorded to camels with hollow hump, or to worn
clothes which when stitched on one side give way on the other. Whenever a vanguard force of Syria
(ash-Sham) hovers over you, everyone of you shuts his door and hides himself like the lizard in its hole
or a badger it its den.

By Allah, he whom people like you support must suffer disgrace and he who throws arrows with your
support is as if he throws arrows that are broken both at head and tail. By Allah, within the courtyard you
are quite numerous but under the banner you are only a few.

Certainly, I know what can improve you and how your crookedness can be straightened. But I shall not
improve your condition by marring myself. Allah may disgrace your faces and destroy you. You do not
understand the right as you understand the wrong and do not crush the wrong as you crush the right.

ملَيع طَللَّما اك ،آخَر نم تَّتبٍ تَهانج نتْا ميصلَّما حةُ! كيالْمتَدَاع ابيّالثدَةُ ومالْع ارِى الْبا تُدَارمك مارِيدا مك
منْسرمن منَاسرِ اهل الشَّام اغْلَق كل رجل منْم بابه، وانْجحرانْجِحار الضبة ف جحرِها، والضبع ف وِجارِها.
لنَاص قفْوبِا مفَقَدْ ر مِب مر نمو !وهتُمرنَص نم هالو يلالذَّل

انَّم ـ واله ـ لَثير ف الْباحاتِ قَليِل تَحت الراياتِ، وانّ لَعالم بِما يصلحم، ويقيم اودكم ولنّ واله لا ارى
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اصلاحم بافْسادِ نَفْس. اضرعَ اله خُدُودكم واتْعس جدُودكم لا تَعرِفُونَ الْحق كمعرِفَتم الْباطل، ولا تُبطلُونَ
قالْح مبطَالاك لاطالْب!

Alternative Sources for Sermon 69

(1) Al-Baladhuri, Ansab, II, 438, 458;

(2) al-Ya’qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 184;

(3) al-Thaqafi, al-Gharat;

(4) al-Tabari, Ta'rikh,* VI, 3444, 3445, chronicles of the year 39.
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