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Sermon 85: I bear witness that there is no god
except Allah ...
About the perfection of Allah and counselling

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

وفيها صفات ثمان من صفات الجلال

I stand witness that there is no god except Allah, He is One and there is no partner with Him. He is the
First, such that nothing was before Him. He is the Last, such that there is not limit for Him. Imagination
cannot catch any of His qualities. Hearts cannot entertain belief about His nature. Analysis and division
cannot be applied to Him. Eyes and hearts cannot encompass Him.

واشْهدُ انْ لا اله الا اله وحدَه لا شَرِيكَ لَه: الاول لا شَء قَبلَه، والاخر لا غَايةَ لَه، لا تَقَع الاوهام لَه عل صفَة، ولا تُعقَدُ
الْقُلُوبو ارصبالا يطُ بِهتُح لاو ،يضعالتَّبةُ وزِىالتَّج تَنَالُه لاة، ويفيك َلع نْهم الْقُلُوب.

A part of the same sermon

:منها

O creatures of Allah! Take lesson from useful items of instruction and shining indications. Be cautioned
by effective items of warning. Get benefit from preaching and admonition. It is as though the claws of
death are pressed in you, the connection of hope and desires has been cut asunder, hard affairs have
befallen you and your march is towards the place where everyone has to go, namely death. Hence,
"with every person there is a driver and a witness" (Qur'an, 50:21). The driver drives him towards
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resurrection while the witness furnishes evidence about his deeds.

،ظاعوالْمرِ ووا بِالذِّكعانْتَفو ،غالووا بِالنُّذُرِ الْبجِرازْدو ،عاطوي السوا بِالاتَبِراعو ،عافرِ النَّوببِالع هال ادبظُوا عفَاتَّع
فَانْ قَدْ علقَتْم مخَالب الْمنية، وانْقَطَعت منْم علائق الامنية، ودهمتْم مفْظعات الامورِ، والسياقَةُ ال الْوِردِ
.المورودِ، (وكل نَفْس معها سائق وشَهِيدٌ): سائق يسوقُها الَ محشَرِها; وشاهدٌ يشْهدُ علَيها بِعملها

A part of the same sermon about Paradise

منها: ف صفة الجنّة

In Paradise there are various degrees of excellence and different places of stay. Its blessings never end.
He who stays in it will never depart from it. He who is endowed with everlasting abode in it will not get
old, and its resident will not face want.

.درجات متَفَاضلات، ومنَازِل متَفَاوِتَات، لا ينْقَطع نَعيمها، ولا يظْعن مقيمها، ولا يهرم خَالدُها، ولا يباس ساكنُها

Alternative Sources for Sermon 85

(1) Abu Nu’aym, Hilyah, I, 77;

(2) al-Wasiti, ‘Uyun al-hikam;

(3) Sibt, Tadhkirah, 131;

(4) Ibn Talhah, Matalib, I, 140.
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