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Straying from the Straight Path

Straying from the Straight Path لَةلاالض

Factors that Cause One to Stray (from the Straight Path)

لَةلاالض موجِبات

. ـ الإمام عل (علَيه الّسلام): لل ضلَّة علَّةٌ، ولل ناكثٍ شُبهة1ٌ

1– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘For every misguidance there is a cause, and behind every disloyal act is an
obscurity.’[Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 148]

ـ الإمام عل (علَيه الّسلام): ألا وإنّ شَرائع الدِّين واحدَةٌ، وسبلَه قاصدَةٌ، من أخَذَ بها لَحق وغَنم، ومن وقَف عنها2
ونَدِم لض .

2– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Know that indeed the paths to religion are one, and its courses lead straight
ahead. Whoever follows them attains the objective, and whoever stops, moving away from them, strays
and ends up regretful.’[Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 142]

ـ الإمام عل (علَيه الّسلام): اُنظُروا أهل بيتِ نَبِيِم فَالْزموا سمتَهم ... لا تَسبِقُوهم فَتَضلُّوا، ولا تَتَأخَّروا عنهم3
. فَتَهلوا

3– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Look at the household of your Prophet and adhere to their direction…Do not
overtake them, for then you will stray, nor lag behind them lest you fall into ruin.’[Nahjul Balaghah,
Sermon 97]
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4لضها ين غَيرِ أهلةَ مطلُبِ الهِداين يم :(لامالّس لَيهع) عل ـ الإمام.

4– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘He who seeks guidance from the wrong source goes astray.’[Ghurar al-Hikam,
no. 7501]

Those Who Lead Others Astray

المضلُّونَ

ـ الإمام عل (علَيه الّسلام): إنَّ شَر الناسِ عندَ اله‏ِ إمام جائر ضل وضل به، فَأمات سنَّةً مأخوذَةً (معلومةً)، وأحيا5
.بِدعةً متروكةً

5– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Verily the most evil of people in the sight of Allah is the tyrannical leader who
himself has gone astray and through whom others go astray. He abolishes established practices and
revives abandoned innovations.’[Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 164]

ـ الإمام عل (علَيه الّسلام): إنّ أبغَض الخَلائق إل اله‏ِ رجلانِ: رجل وكلَه اله‏ُ إل نَفسه، فهو جائر عن قَصد6ِ
السبيل، مشغوف بلام بِدعة ودعاء ضلالَة، فهو فتنَةٌ لمن افتُتن به، ضال عن هديِ من كانَ قَبلَه، مضل لمن اقتَدى
تهبخَطيى (ينهر) هنر ،خَطايا غَيرِه المح ،هفاتوبعدَ و هياتح ف به.

6– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Verily the most detested of all people in the sight of Allah are two: the man
whom Allah has relegated to his own carnal self, so he has deviated from the straight path and is
passionately fond of talking about innovations and misguiding others towards the wrong path. He tempts
those who are charmed by him. He himself has strayed away from the guidance of his predecessors,
and misleads those who follow him during his life as well as after his death. He carries the burden of
others’ sins and is entangled in his own misdeeds…’[Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 17]

ـ الإمام عل (علَيه الّسلام) ـ ف صفة المنافقين ـ: اُحذِّركم أهل النّفاقِ ؛ فإنّهم الضالُّونَ المضلُّونَ، والزالُّون7َ
.المزِلُّونَ

7– Imam Ali (a.s.) said in his description of the hypocrites, ‘I warn you against the hypocrites, for verily
they are themselves misguided and they misguide other people. They have slipped and they cause
others to slip too.’[Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 194]



That Which Destroys the Pillars of Misguidance

لالَةأركانِ الض هادِم

8،فاقّوالن فرو الوه ،رِ الداءن أكبم فاءش م؛ فإنَّ فيهَوائلا أي بالقرآنِ[عل] ينُوا بهاستَع :(لامالّس لَيهع) عل ـ الإمام
لالوالض َوالغ .

8– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Seek its assistance [i.e. the Qur’an’s] in your distress, for verily it contains the
cure for the deadliest diseases, namely disbelief and hypocrisy, revolt and misguidance.’[Nahjul
Balaghah, Sermon 176]

9هكنبِر لالةأركانَ الض دَموه ... هلنفس ه‏ِ الذي اصطَفاهال دِين إنّ هذا الإسلام :(لامالّس لَيهع) عل ـ الإمام .

9– Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Indeed this Islam is the religion of Allah which he has chosen for Himself … and
has smashed the pillars of misguidance with its one pillar.’[Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 198]
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