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The Author’s Introduction

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Sheikh Abul Faraj Muhammad bin Ali bin Ya’qoob bin Abu Qurra al-Qanani (may Allah have mercy upon
him) narrated from Abul Husayn Muhammad bin Ali al-Bajali the clerk that Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin
Ibraheem an-Nu’mani had said:

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, Who guides whomsoever He wills to the right path, Who
deserves gratefulness from His people in return for deriving them out of nonexistence into existence,
forming them into the best of images, granting them with innumerable blessings apparent and hidden as

he has said:
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“And if you count Allah's favors, you will not be able to number them.”{

He has guided them to know His Divinity and to acknowledge His Oneness with pure minds, excellent
wisdom, perfect creation, pure nature, good tincture, marvelous signs and clear proofs. Then He sent for
them the best of His people as prophets supported with the Holy Spirit armed with evidences; preaching,
warning, guiding, reminding, informing with knowledge, defeating the oppressors with the divine signs
and astonishing the intelligent with miracles. He preferred them to the rest of His people with the high
excellences He granted them with, let them know His unseen and gifted them with some of His power as
He said:
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“The Knower of the unseen! so He does not reveal His secrets to any except to him whom He

chooses as a messenger; for surely He makes a guard to march before him and after him.”2
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To glorify them and to raise their positions highly so that people would have no excuse before Allah after

sending His messengers and that the proofs of Allah would be perfect before His people.

Praise be to Allah when He bestowed upon us His sending Muhammad; the last of His messengers, the
most beloved one to Him, the most glorious prophet near Him and the closest one to him. He gifted him
with all what He had gifted the other prophets and added to him doubles than what He had given them.
He put him in the high position to prefer him to the all. He made him imam for them when he led them in
offering the prayer in the Heaven. He made him the most honorable among the all and granted him
alone with intercession from among the all. He raised him to the highest Heaven until He talked with him

near His Throne when he passed the positions of the close angels and the standings of the Archangels.

He revealed to him a Book surpassing all the previous Books and including all the knowledge they had
as He said:
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“We have revealed the Book to you explaining clearly everything.”3
He did not neglect a bit.

Allah the Almighty has guided us by Muhammad (as) from deviation and obscurity and saved us from
ignorance and perishment. He has sufficed us with Muhammad (as), the holy Book and the perfect
religion and guided us to the guardianship of the pure guiding imams to be safe from personal opinions
and interpretations (due to fancies) and He has guided us by Muhammad and the imams of his progeny
to the right path.

Blessing and peace be upon Muhammad and his brother Amirul Mo’mineen4 (Imam Ali), his next in
virtue, his supporter in distresses and ordeals, the sword of Allah against the unbelievers and His open

hand with beneficence and justice.

It was Ali, who followed his brother’s path in any case, who turned with the truth wherever it turned, the

keeper of his brother’s (Muhammad’s) knowledge, the depositee of his secrets.

Blessing and peace be upon the pure imams; the means of mercy, the object of blessing, the full moons
in darkness, the light for people, the oceans of knowledge and the gate of peace, which Allah had asked
His people to enter from and warned them not to deviate from when He said:
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“O you who believe! Enter into submission one and all and do not follow the footsteps of Shaitan;

surely he is your open enemy.”5
Then:

We found that some of the groups ascribed to Shiism, who believed in the imamate, which Allah had
made as mercy of His right religion, adopted different opinions and ramified thoughts, became indifferent
to the obligations of Allah, hastened towards the prohibitions and they all, except a few, doubted the
imam of their time, the guardian of their affairs and the proof, which Allah had chosen according to His

exalted knowledge as he said:
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“Thy Lord does create and choose as He pleases: no choice have they (in the matter)”s

...the matter of their ordeal during the absence of the expected Imam, of which the Prophet (S) had
informed and Imam Ali (as) had mentioned and warned of its sedition in his traditions and speeches. The
scholars narrated from the infallible imams, one after the other, the traditions talking about this matter
and confirming it and that Allah would try His people by it. The doubt about it was still inside their hearts

as Imam Ali (as) showed in his saying to Kumayl bin Ziyad:
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“...or is led towards the people of truth unthinkingly, doubt comes into his heart since the first suspicion

he faces, and that leads them to stray, confusion, obscurity and deviation. None of them will remain (on
the right path) except a very few, who maintains on the religion of Allah, holds fast by the (rope) of Allah
and do not deviate from the right path of Allah...”

This few was the group that would keep to the truth, that would not be shaken by wind, nor be affected
by seditions, nor be cheated by the shine of mirage and would not have come into the religion of Allah
imitating some people so that they would give up when those people gave up!

Imam Abu Abdullah Ja’far bin Muhammad as-Sadiq7 (as) said:
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“He, who comes into this religion imitating the men, will be taken out from it by those men, who has
taken him in, and he, who comes to it by the Book and the Sunna, mountains vanish before he gives up

(his religion).”8

By Allah, no one goes astray, becomes confused, is seduced and deviates from the truth to cling to one
of the deviant sects except if he does not pay any attention to knowledge, research and analysis. These
people are the wretched, who never care for knowledge nor attempt to get it from its pure sources and if

they narrate some of that knowledge without perceiving it, they will be as those, who do not narrate.

Imam Ja’far bin Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) said:
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“You know the positions of our followers near us according to the traditions they narrate from us and

according to what extent they perceive from us.”9

Narrating a tradition requires perceiving it. One tradition you perceive is better than a thousand you

narrate (without perceiving).
Most of those, who joined the different sects, were as the following:
Some joined them without thinking or being aware and when they faced a bit of doubt they went astray.

Some looked forward to this worldly life and its transient pleasures. When they were seduced by the
seducers and the worldly-minded people, they gave up their faith and followed the deception of the

devils, whom Allah had described in his Book when saying:
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“..the Shaitans from among men and jinn, some of them suggesting to others varnished
falsehood to deceive (them).”10

He, who is deceived by the Satan, is like (those who disbelieve, their deeds are like the mirage in a
desert, which the thirsty man deems to be water; until when he comes to it he finds it to be naught). 11

Some adopted this matter hypocritically looking forward to authority without believing in the truth nor
being loyal to it and then Allah deprived them of their ease, changed their conditions and promised to

reward them (on the Day of Resurrection) with the worst of punishment.

Some adopted it with weak faith and weak soul, so when the try (the disappearance of Imam al-Mahdi),



of which the infallible imams (as) had informed some hundreds of years ago, occurred, they became

confused and did not know what to do. Allah said:
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“Their parable is like the parable of one who kindled a fire but when it had illumined all around
him, Allah took away their light, and left them in utter darkness-- they do not see.”12

And He said:
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“Whenever it shines on them they walk in it, and when it becomes dark to them they stand
still. 13

We found many traditions narrated by the infallible imams talking about those, whom Allah had granted
with acumen that led them to the truth, which was vague for the others, got them to the right path during
that confusion and took them out of doubt to certainty.

| looked forward to be close to Allah by collecting the traditions narrated by the infallible imams of the
Prophet’s progeny (as) talking about the disappearance of Imam al-Mahdi to show the truth, which had
been confirmed by all of the Prophet’s progeny and which had been neglected by those, who had been

deprived of knowledge and guidance.

If he, whom Allah has granted with acumen, illuminated his heart, gifted with good genius and ability of
distinguishing, ponders on the traditions of the imams (as) mentioned in this book one by one and thinks
deeply over them, he will be certain that Allah has confirmed the sayings of the infallible imams (as)
(about the disappearance —al-Ghayba) age after age, has bound the Shia to believe in it and to keep to
it an has strengthened the certainty in their hearts about the validity of what they have narrated from

their imams.

The imams (as) had warned their Shia to be affected by the fancies and to be deviated by the seditions.
They had cleared for their followers that Allah would try His people with seditions when the

disappearance would occur and would try them with its long period. Allah said:
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“...that he who would perish might perish by clear proof, and he who would live might live by
clear proof.”14

Muhammad bin Hammam narrated a tradition from Hameed bin Ziyad al-Kufi from al-Hasan bin
Muhammad bin Suma’a from Ahmad bin al-Hasan al-Maythami from one of Imam as-Sadiq’s

companions that Imam as-Sadiq had said:

Wl 85 g il EYI sda

JUS LS by G 1] wms 151550 ¥ d_xnw@ (5 a.m,s.d sl g;.z,ur r&.;i;,m uu ]

o4 A2, 8

;Jgf“GrZJ*S-l:lg .NJJJ&MMYIV.QJJ.E

Jas 5 J6 5 anall oo J.Afgj:

Coslais (SIAF o1 (<0 G 6 o G 1 G331 o] A 5T (e

L IR

A e AT [T

This Qur'anic verse “...and that they should not be like those who were given the Book before, but
the time became prolonged to them, so their hearts hardened, and most of them are

transgressors”15 has been revealed about the people of the time of al-Ghayba.

Then Allah has said: “Allah gives life to the earth after its death; indeed, We have made the
communications clear to you that you may understand.”16 The time is the time of al-Ghayba.

Allah has meant: O nation of Muhammad, or O people of Shia, do not be like those people, who were
given the Book but the time became prolonged to them! The interpretation of this verse shows that it
concerns the people of the time of al-Ghayba and not the other times. Allah has prohibited the Shia from
doubting His Hujjah (Imam al-Mahdi) or thinking that Allah may leave the world without a Hujjah for a
while as Imam Ali has showed through his saying to Kumayl bin Ziyad:
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“The earth does never remain without a Hujjah; either apparent and known or afraid and unknown lest

Your proofs and signs will be invalid.”



He warned the people of suspecting and doubting in order that the time would not become prolonged to

them and then their hearts would become hard. Do you not see that Allah has said:
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“Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its death; indeed, We have made the communications
clear to you that you may understand.”17

It means that Allah gives life to the Earth with the justice of al-Hujjah (Imam al-Mahdi) after its death

because of the injustice of the deviant oppressors.”18

Interpreting each verse confirms the other and the sayings of the imams (as) are definitely true when
talking about the sedition that will occur and that some of the Shia will apostatize and separate after

being tried and tested through seditions and ordeals.

Here we mention a tradition or two lest someone denies the existence of such different sects, which

goes after fancies and pleasures of this worldly life.

Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa’eed bin Ogda al-Kufi, who was trusted, reliable and certain about the
ones he narrated from, narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan al-Taymaly from his brothers Ahmad and
Muhammad from their father from Tha’laba bin Maymoon from Abu Kahmas from Imran bin Maytham

from Malik bin Dhamra that Amirul Mo’mineen (Imam Ali) had said to his Shia:
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“Be among the people like the bees among the birds. All the birds deem them weak but if they know
what there is in their interiors, they will not treat them so. Mix with people with your bodies and be away
from them with your hearts and doings because every one (on the day of Resurrection) will be rewarded
according to his doings and will be gathered with the ones, whom he loves. O people of Shia, you will
not see whom you love and what you hope until you spit at the face of each other, until you call each
other as liars and until no one of you will keep on this matter (the true faith in the reappearance of Imam
al-Mahdi) except like the kohl in an eye or like the salt in food and what little it is!” 19

| give you an example. A man had some wheat. He winnowed, sifted, purified, put it in a store and
closed the door until some period. Then he opened the door. He found that some of the wheat was
worm-eaten. He took out the wheat, winnowed, sifted, purified, put it in the store and closed the door.
After sometime he opened the store and found that some of the wheat was worm-eaten. He took it out,



winnowed, sifted, purified, put it in the store and closed the door. He repeated that many times until
nothing remained from the wheat except a very little, which would not be harmed by the worms. So are
you! You will be tried and tested by the seditions until a very few of you will remain, who will not be
affected by the seditions.”20

It was mentioned that Imam as-Sadiq (as) had said:
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“By Allah, you will be tested. By Allah, you will be flown right and left until no one of you will remain
except he, whom Allah has promised, fixed faith into his heart and assisted with a power of His.”

In another tradition narrated from them (the infallible imams) it was said:
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“...until no one of you will keep on this matter except the fewer and the fewest.”21

These people, who keep on the faith and cling to the truth, have been ordered to be patient during the

absence of the Hujjah.

Ali bin Ahmad al-Bandaneeji narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi al-Abbasi from Haroon bin
Muslim from al-Qassim bin Orwa from Burayd bin Mo’awiya al-ljli that Imam Muhammad al-Bagir22 (as)

had said when interpreting the Qur’anic verse:
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“O you who believe! Be patient and excel in patience and remain steadfast, and be careful of

(vour duty to) Allah, that you may be successful23”
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Be patient in offering the obligations, be patient before your enemy and station yourselves in waiting for
your expected imam!24

It is this few people, whom Imam Ali (as) has addressed when saying:
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“Do not feel desolate in the way of guidance when there are very few people walking in it.”

Abul Abbas Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa’eed bin Oqda al-Kufi narrated from Abu Abdullah Ja’far bin
Abdullah al-Muhammadi from his book in Muharram 268AH. He said that Yazeed bin Iss’haq al-Arhabi
had told them from Mukhawwal from Furat bin Ahnaf that al-Asbugh bin Nabata had said: | heard Amirul
Mo’mineen from above the minbar of Kufa saying:
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O people, | am the nose of faith. | am the nose and the eyes of guidance. O people, do not feel desolate
in the way of guidance when there are very few people walking in it. People have gathered at a table,
whose satiety is little and whose hunger is much. Allah is the helper! That, which gathers people, is

either contentment or anger.

O people, who killed the she-camel of Prophet Salih was one person but Allah afflicted all the people
with torment because they became pleased with that person’s doing. Allah said: “But they called their
companion, so he took (the sword) and slew (her). How (great) was then My punishment and My
warning. 25 And He said: “...and (they) slaughtered her, therefore their Lord crushed them for

their sin and leveled them (with the ground) and He fears not its consequence.”26 He, who is



asked about my killer and alleged that he (the killer) is faithful, (as if he) has killed me.

O people, he, who walks in the (right) way, will get to the water (source) and he, who deviates from it,
will get lost.

Then he descended from the minbar.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Hammam and Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin
Jumhoor from Ahmad bin Noah from ibn Olaym from somebody from Furat bin Ahnaf.27

In the saying of Imam Ali (as) “He, who walks in the (right) way, will get to the water (source) and he,
who deviates from it, will get lost” there is a clear meaning and a sufficient evidence leading to keeping
to the path of the infallible imams (as) and a warning of getting lost when deviating from their path or
straying left or right and listening to the raving of the fabricators, whose sayings are like scattered dust or

vanishing mirage as Allah says:
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“Do men think that they will be left alone on saying, We believe, and not be tried. And certainly
We tried those before them, so Allah will certainly know those who are true and He will certainly
know the liars.”28

Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah bin Younus narrated from Muhammad bin Ja’far al-Qarashi from Muhammad
bin al-Husayn bin Abul Khattab from Muhammad bin Sinan from Abu Muhammad al-Ghifari from Imam

as-Sadiq from his fathers (as) that the Prophet (S) had said:
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“Beware of arguing with any infatuated one because he is prompted (by the Satan) to a certain period
and when his period passes, his sin will burn him.”29

| have collected in this book the traditions narrated by the liable narrators from Imam Ali and the other
pure imams (peace be upon them all) talking about al-Ghayba (the disappearance of Imam al-Mahdi)
and other subjects. | may have not mentioned all the traditions talking about the subject and what people

have of such traditions is much more than what | have mentioned in this book.

| divided the book into chapters beginning with talking about keeping the secret of the Prophet’s



progeny, imitating their manners and keeping secret what they had been ordered to keep secret from the
enemies of the religion and from their enemies and opponents of the different sects of heretics,
suspectors and Mu'tazilites,30 who denied the virtue of Imam Ali (as) and permitted to prefer the
ma’moom31 to the imam and the imperfect one to the perfect one. By doing that they opposed Allah
where He said:

5 o1 T B0 1 g Sadl 1 Al agd 40 0B Ad ) i 05 (SIRG (e a U

“Is He then Who guides to the truth more worthy to be followed, or he who himself does not go
aright unless he is guided? What then is the matter with you; how do you judge. "32

They were conceited of their own opinions and blind hearts as Allah said:
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“For surely it is not the eyes that are blind, but blind are the hearts which are in the breasts.”33

Also, He said:
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“Say: Shall We inform you of the greatest losers in (their) deeds? (These are) they whose labor is
lost in this world'’s life and they think that they are well versed in skill of the work of hands. 34

They denied the virtues and the imamate of the infallible imams (as) after Allah had bound them with the

clear proof when saying:
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“And hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not disunited. 35

And after the Prophet (S) had confirmed that his progeny were the guides and the ship of safety and that

they were one of the two weighty things he had left for us to keep to them when saying:
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“I have left to you the two weighty things; the Book of Allah and my progeny. They are (as) an extended
rope between you and Allah. One end of it is in the hand of Allah and the other is in your hands. If you

keep to them (the Qur'an and the progeny), you will never go astray at all.”

But when they became indifferent and preferred blindness to guidance, Allah rewarded them with
disgrace. Allah said:
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“And as to Thamood, We showed them the right way, but they chose error above guidance. ”36

And He said:
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“Have you then considered him who takes his low desire for his god, and Allah has made him err
having knowledge. "37

They opposed the truth intendedly and kept on doing wrongs and became pleased with that; therefore
Allah afflicted them with torment “Surely Allah does not do any injustice to men, but men are unjust
to themselves. 38

They themselves were the opponent of the true Shia, who loved the pure and truthful progeny of the
Prophet (S), and they themselves denied what the reliable believers narrated from the Prophet’s
progeny. They criticized the infallible Prophet’s progeny and spread their opponents’ traditions. They
made their fancies, idiotic minds and deviant opinions as their imams whereas Allah had said:
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“And certainly We chose them, having knowledge, above the nations. 39

Then we talked about the “rope” of Allah that He ordered us to keep to and not to separate when He

said:
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“And hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not disunited.”

And we mentioned the traditions evidencing this matter. Then we discussed the matter of imamate by

mentioning the traditions confirming that it had been determined by Allah. Allah said:
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“And your Lord creates and chooses whom He pleases; to choose is not theirs. ”40
So imamate was a covenant by Allah and a deposit that an imam was to deliver to the next imam.

Then we mentioned the traditions confirming that the imams were twelve and the evidences on that were
derived from the holy Qur'an, the Torah and the Bible. Then we mentioned the news talking about those,
who pretended that they were imams but they were not and that every banner raised before the banner

of Imam al-Mahdi (aj), would be of a tyrant.

Then we specified individual chapters with various subjects concerning different sides of the matter of
the Expected Imam evidenced by Qur’anic verses and true prophetic traditions.

We pray Allah the Almighty to bless the best choice of His creation, the purest of His people, His perfect
covenant, the firmest handle, which shall not break off; Muhammad and his pure progeny. We pray Him
to assist us in keeping to the truth in this life and in the afterlife, to make our life, death and resurrection
on His pure religion and on the loyalty to the choice, whom He has favored with the highest of
excellences, whom He has made as mediators between Him and His people and whom He has made
the argument over the humanity, to make us succeed in submitting to them by doing what they have
ordered to do and refraining from what they have prohibited to do and not to make us among those, who
doubt anything of their sayings or suspect their truthfulness.

We pray to Allah to make us among the assistants of His religion, who fight with His guardian against
His enemy in order to be with the pure choice; the Prophet and his progeny (peace be upon them), and
not to separate between them and us in the twinkle of an eye, no more no less...He is the Most
Generous, the Most Compassionate.We pray to Allah to make us among the assistants of His religion,
who fight with His guardian against His enemy in order to be with the pure choice; the Prophet and his
progeny (peace be upon them), and not to separate between them and us in the twinkle of an eye, no
more no less...He is the Most Generous, the Most Compassionate.We pray to Allah to make us among
the assistants of His religion, who fight with His guardian against His enemy in order to be with the pure
choice; the Prophet and his progeny (peace be upon them), and not to separate between them and us in
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