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Translator's Foreword

The present translation is a very short example of the writing of the late Murtadha Mutahhari, but it gives
a taste of the broad scope of his view of Islam and its dealings with every aspect of human life. Perhaps
no other contemporary Iranian writer has managed to write so lucidly and yet paint so large a canvas. It
is hoped that further works of his will find their way to a larger public through translation into English.

The present translation was done in the blessed month of Ramadan 1399, and the translator would like
to thank Dar at-Tabligh al-Islami in Qum for their help and encouragement, and also W.O.F.I.S. for their
acceptance for publication.

1400/1980
Yahya Cooper
Qum - IRAN.

*****

يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا  تَتَّخذُوا الْافرِين اولياء من دونِ الْمومنين اتُرِيدُونَ انْ تَجعلُوا له علَيم سلْطَانًا مبِينًا

“ O you who believe! do not take the unbelievers for friends rather than the believers; do you
desire that you should give to Allah a manifest proof against yourselves? (4:144)”

والْمومنُونَ والْمومنَات بعضهم اولياء بعضٍ ۚ يامرونَ بِالْمعروفِ وينْهونَ عن الْمنْرِ ويقيمونَ الصَةَ ويوتُونَ
هال مهمحريكَ سولَٰئا ۚ ولَهسرو هونَ اليعطياةَ وكالز ۗ

و اولئكَ هم المفْلحونَ

 “And (as for) the believing men and the believing women, they are guardians of each other; they
enjoin good and forbid evil and keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate, and obey Allah and His
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Messenger; (as for) these, Allah will show mercy to them; surely Allah is Mighty, Wise (9:71)”
"And these it is who shall be successful" (9:88)

يمح زِيزع هنَّ الا 

And these it is who shall be successful 9, 88).

 انَّما وليم اله ورسولُه والَّذِين آمنُوا الَّذِين يقيمونَ الصَةَ ويوتُونَ الزكاةَ وهم راكعونَ

“Only Allah is your wali, and His Messenger and those who believe, who keep up prayer and pay
zakat while they bow down in prayer (5:55).”
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