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19. The Ethos Of Prophet David (Dawud)

Introduction

Prophet David is the son of Esha son of Awfayth son of Yuaz son of Solomon son of Yakhsun son of
Amenothab son of Hasrun son of Baris son of Jahuda son of Jacob son of Issac son of Abraham who

was born 4333 years after the Fall of Adam.

David was a Prophet of Allah and his name is Hebrew means the loving one. He was brought up in the
house of his father Eisha. He took several sheep of his father and started taking care of them to earn his
livelihood, He became a king 4363 years after the Fall of Adam in Hebron and then went to Baytul

Mugaddas where his kingdom was strengthened.

"And We strengthened his kingdom and We gave him wisdom and a clear judgment” (38:20)
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The reliance upon Allah, its helm the patience and its sides the prayer, fast and alms. O my son!
Whoever goes to sea without boat, he will drown. O my son! Do not speak much. Remember God in
every place for he has admonished you, has bewared you, has given you insight and has taught you. O
my son take lesson from people before they take lesson from you. O my son! Take lessons from minor
tribulations before big tribulations afflict you. O my son! Control your anger so that you will not become
woods of hell. O my son! It is better to be poor than to do injustice and to rebel. O my son! Refrain from

borrowing so that you will not grieve over it or be perfidious in the debt.

David had eleven children but Solomon was most good-looking among them. David purchased the land
of Al-Agsa Mosque from its owners and started building it 4400 year after the Fall of Adam. One of the
features of Prophet David was that mountains and birds praised God with him.

"And We made the mountains, and the birds to celebrate our praise with Dawud" (21:79)
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He earned his living by weaving baskets and making coats of mail. God made the iron pliant to him.

"And We made the iron pliant to him, saying: make ample (coats of mail), and assign a time to the

making of coats of mail" (34: 10-11)
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David made 360 coats of mail and sold them a thousand Dirhams each. When the time for his departure
drew near, David made his last will and testament with Solomon and passed away, forty thousand
scholars of Bani-Israel took part in his funeral and buried him in Dawud plot in Baytul-Mogaddas. He
reigned for forty years the seven years of which was in Hebron and the rest in Baytul-Mogaddas. His
heavenly book is called Psalms. He lived for seventy years and passed away 4403 years after the Fall of
Adam.

His Appearance And Character

The holy Prophet has been polyquoted as saying: having blue eyes is auspicious. David had blue eyes,
reddish face, slim legs, flowing hair, fair skin and a long beard partly curly. He had a good voice and

temper with a golden heart.
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Successful Businessman

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that God inspired David: You are a very good
servant except that you eat from the public fund and that you do not do anything with your hands. David
started weeping. Then God inspired iron to become pliant for My servant Dawud. Since then, he made a
coat of mail every day selling each for a thousand Dirhams. He made 360 coat of mail altogether sold
them for 360000 Dirhams and did not depend on the public fund any longer. Four thousand guards were

at his order and fed by his business.
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Frequent In Returning (To Allah)

"And remember Our servant Dawud, the possessor of power, surely he was frequent in returning
(to Allah)" (38:17)
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When David was strolling by the mountains praising God, mountains too answered him with praise. One
night, he said to himself: No one worship God as much as | do. Then, he went on the top of mountain
and horror overwhelmed him at midnight, God inspired mountains to get familiar with David. At this time,
the call of Tashbeeh, Tagdees and Tahleel was raised from mountains. David said to himself: How can
He hear me with all these calls? At this time, Gabriel descended, took him by arm to the sea and put the
water on one side. The sea was further spilit till they touched the ground. Gabriel put the earth on one
side, the ground was split, they reached a tower, put it on one side till they reached a rock, he put it on
one side with his foot. It was split and a small worm came out with a sound. Gabriel said: Your Lord

hears even the sound of this worm in this place.
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He spent the whole night performing only one Rakat of his prayer during which he wept and with his
weeping everything started to weep. Those with fever and sorrow were put at rest by hearing David’s

voice.
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A man questioned Ibn -Abbas on fast. He said: | have a hadith with me on David’s fast which | will tell
you if you wish. Surely, he fasted frequently, rose up for night prayer most frequently and he was so
brave he never ran away whenever he was challenged. He would fast a day and break it the next day.

The Messenger of Allah has said: The best fast was that of David.
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One of David’s features was keeping on with prayer in a way God in the holy Quran said: Remember our
servant Dawud, the possessor of power (in prayer), and he was frequent in returning to Allah, meaning
he repented to God and Praised Him and was obedient to him. He used to fast a day and break it

another. He fasted days and rose up for prayer at nights.

It is said that Prophet David divided the hours of day and night among his children. Therefore, there was
no single day in which one of them was not fasting, and there was no single hour in which one of them

was not praying. For this reason, God said: O family of Dawud! Offer your thanks to God.
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Prayer For Removing People’s Afflictions

It is said that at the time of Prophet David, people were afflicted with plague and massive death. Going
to Baytul-Moqgaddas with people, he saw angels were ascending to heavens from there. For this reason,
he chose that place as prayer site. Reaching the rock, he started praying invoking god to remove the

plague. God granted his prayer and plague was removed from people.
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Weaver Of Basket

Prophet David used to weave baskets from fibers of date-palms with his own hands saying to his



companions: Which one of you will help me with selling them? From price, he would buy only one loaf of

oat bread.
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His Advice To Solomon

Quoting his father, Imam Sadeq has reported that Prophet David said to Solomon: O my son! Avoid
laughing too much, for laughing too much will leave man humiliated and needy on the Day of Judgment.
Keep silent unless you say something good. Truly regret over long silence is better than regret over too
much talk. O my son! Speaking is like silver, silence is like gold.

Helping A Bachelor To Get Married

Imam Bager reported that one day a youth clothed in rags was sitting with Prophet David. The meeting
lasted for some time and the young man kept silent. At this time, the angel of death entered the place,
saluted and cast a sharp look at the young man. Prophet David asked him the reason. The angel of
death said: | have the mission to take his soul in this place seven days from now. Looking at him,
Prophet David said: Are you married? He said: Not yet. David said: Go to such and such man who is
one of the dignified men of Bani-Israel and tell him Dawud has ordered you to give your daughter in
marriage to me. Marry her the same night and take whatever you need from us. Stay with your wife for a

week and then come to us.

The young man did his mission. The man gave his daughter to the young man in marriage. The wedding
took place and he came to David after seven days. Prophet David said: How did you find it? The young
man said: | had never enjoyed such a blessing and favor. David said: Take a seat. The young man sat
down. David was waiting for the death of angel to come to take the young man’s soul but he did not
come. David said: Go to your wife and come on the eighth day. The young man went home and came
back on the right time. This happened for three times and when finally the death angel came, David said
you had said you would take the soul of this young man after a week, but so far 24 days have passed
but you have not done so! He said: O Dawud! God has delayed his death for thirty years due to your

mercy.
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His Moral Advice

Prophet David said to the children of Israel: Gather together, for | have a few words with you. People
gathered near his house. David came out saying: O children of Israel! Take care that nothing but pure

enters your bodies and nothing but pure comes out of your mouths.
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His Grief Over His Son’s Death

It is reported that when one of David’s son’s passed away, he was strongly grief-stricken. He was

asked: What do you think is equal to your son? He said: A world filled with gold. It was said to him: You



will have the same extent of reward.
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His Courage

One of David’s features was his being strong in a way that he never ran away whenever he was

challenged.
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His Discipline

Prophet David divided his days into four parts: a day to enjoy his women in private, a day to worship his
Lord, a day to meet the demands of Muslims (those who submit to God’s will), and a day for the children

of Israel to entertain them with questions and answers.
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His Recommendations

David appointed Solomon as his successor. David said: O my son! Avoid making jests, for there is little
benefit in it increases enmity among brethren. Keep away from wrath, for it will bring disrespect for man.
Incumbent on you is piety and fear of God, for these two will overcome everything. Avoid too much zeal
of your family, for it will lead to suspicion. Stop expecting from people, for doing so is the same as

independence.

Keep away from avarice, for avarice is the same as need. Never say anything for which you have to
apologize later on. Get used to truthfulness. Be committed to good and let your act be better today than

yesterday. Perform your prayer as if your last. Do not associate with the fools. Have no debate with a



scholar on religion. Whenever you get angry, change your place and set your hope in Allah’s Mercy, for

it will encompass all things.
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David’'s Maxims

Be a kind father to an orphan and know that you will reap what you have sown.
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O Sinner! You will only reap the thorns and thistle of your sins.
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Meeting The Death Angel

The holy Prophet said: David was extremely zealous. He would lock all the doors when leaving home.
Hence no one entered his house till he would come back. One day when he had left home, and doors
were locked, his wife saw a man in the middle of house. So she asked those who were in the house:
How has this man entered the house while all doors are locked?

They said: By Allah, we will be disgraced before David. When David entered his house, he saw a man in
the middle of the house. Who are you? asked David. He said: | am the one who has no fear of kings nor
is there any veil before me. David said: By Allah, you are the angel of death. How excellent is God’s

order. Then he paused a little till his soul was taken away.
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