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4. The Ethos Of Prophet Noah

Introduction

Noah who is called the chief of the Prophets and "saved by Allah" is the son of Lamuch. After being
appointed as a Prophet, Noah invited people to worship God but experienced nothing but persecution by

people till on the order of God, he made the ark and it started raining.

"And make the ark before Our eyes and (according to) Our revelation" (11:37):
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"So We opened the gates of the cloud with water pouring down, and We made water to flow in the
land in springs." (54:11- 12)
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Noah was commissioned to carry in his ark all the believers and a pair of all thins, and the deluge

overtook the unbelievers and even Noah’s son. This story has been elaborated in the books of history.

About Noah'’s life-span there are differences of opinion. The late Sheikh Sadooq, in the book, Kamal al-
Deen has reported a hadith on the authority of Imam Sadeq: Noah lived for two thousand and five
hundred years, with 850 years before ordainment and 950 years after ordainment during which he invited

people to worship God and he lived for seven hundred years after the ark landed.
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When the angel of death came to Noah, he was in sunlight. After greeting him, the angel of death said:


https://www.al-islam.org
https://www.al-islam.org/
https://www.al-islam.org/ethics-prophets-mohammad-mehdi-taj-langaroodi
https://www.al-islam.org/ethics-prophets-mohammad-mehdi-taj-langaroodi/4-ethos-prophet-noah

Why are you here? He said to take your soul. Noah said: Will you permit me to go to the shade? The
Angel of death said: Yes. Then Noah changed his position saying: O angel of death! What happened to
me in life is like the change of position from sunlight to shade, now perform your mission. At this moment

his soul was taken and he passed away.

Propagating Divine Mission

"And O my people! | ask you not for wealth in return for it; my reward is only with Allah." (11:29)
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Inviting People To Worship God

'O my people! Serve Allah, you have no god other than Him; surely | fear for you the
chastisement of a grievous day." (7:59)
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Care For Believers

"And | am not going to drive away those who believe; surely they shall meet their Lord, but |
consider you a people who are ignorant.” (11:29)
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Seeking Help From God

"There fore he called upon his Lord: | am overcome, come Thou then to help” (54: 10)
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His Servitude And Thanksgiving

“The Offspring of those whom We bore with Nuh; surely he was a grateful servant." (17:3)
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Praying And Cursing

"My Lord! Forgive me and my parents and him who enters my house believing, and the believing
men and the believing women; and do not increase the unjust in ought but destruction!" (71:28)
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His Moral Advice To His Children

When Noah’s demise drew near, he called his two sons saying: | enjoin you two things and forbid you
two other things; | forbid you ldolatry and arrogance and enjoin you "La elaha illa Allah, Sobhan Allah,

wa Behamdeh"
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His Worship

The holy Prophet of Islam said: "Noah observed fast all the days of year except on Idyl-fitr and Idyl-
adha days.
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His House

Noah used to live in a house made of wool for 1400 years and whenever he was told: Messenger of
Allah! How good it was if you would make a house of mud and would take shelter therein, he would
answer: | am going to die tomorrow and leave the house. He continued to live in this house till he

passed away.
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His Opinion Of The World

It is reported that Gabriel said to Noah: O you who have lived the longest life among the Prophets! How
do you find life? Noah said: The world is like a house with two doors; | entered it from one door and left it

from the other.
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His Thanksgiving

When Noah was Wearing clothes, eating food or drinking water, he thanked God saying: Praise is due to
Allah.

It is also reported that Noah would say: In the name of Allah before eating and drinking and praise is due

to Allah at the end.
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His Days And Nights

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that in the mornings and evenings, Noah used to
say: O God! | take You as a witness that all days and nights as well as the blessings of religion and
world come from you alone, You have no partner, praise is due to You, thanks is due to You so that you
will be pleased with me and thanks after being pleased with me. This was Noah’s thanks giving.
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Model For Thanksgiving

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Zaynl-A’abideen. That the people have learnt three
qualities from three persons: Patience from Job, thanksgiving from Noah and jealousy from the sons of

Jacob.
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His Appeal To Laa llaha llla Allah

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza that when Noah embarked in the Ark, God —
Glorified and Honored —, inspired him: O Nuh! If you fear drowning, say a thousand times: La elaha illa
Allah, then ask Me for rescue so that | will rescue you and those who believe with you. When they were
all placed in the Ark and untied the thick rope of the Ark, a sharp wind started blowing.

Hence, Noah did not have time enough to say a thousand times "La elaha illa Allah". He had only time to
say "Laa elaha illa Allah" a hundred times in the Syriac language by which the Ark became calm. Noah
said: The words by which God rescued me should not be separated from me. Then, he had those words

inscribed on his signet-ring.

Goall S e Gl Jas 5o o a sl Baalall TG G D36 e (G )6 Dl e Lajlt o2
Ol 2805 ahlall 3 G0 525 75 sl L8 10 celas 56T 503 a1 oo Sl Bla1) @mer@u@
urmruﬁ]wuﬂwm‘a,&_uuigj;iu,urﬁ@yru&uaﬂlcyu;tvh&&gyrw

dﬂlwmwl@@uﬁ Mlul:cy‘_]mwluﬂ.wbwdﬂlgyb JE [ oat bk b
iUlYldlY)ml;&wm JLqL;mJLmY léﬁ;.l(

His Lament

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Noah’s name was AbdulGhaffar, meaning

servant of the Forgiver but since he lamented and wept over himself, he was named Nuh.
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Praying For His Persecutors

The people of Noah attacked him and strangled him to the point that he fainted and when getting up, he

said: O God! Forgive me and my people, for they are ignorant.
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His Endurance In Calling People To God

He was sometimes so beaten up by a stick, smashed and left at home that people thought he was dead.

But when he came to, he performed Ghusl, came out of home and called people towards God.
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Never Breaks His Promise

The last creature which entered the Ark was a donkey. When the forelegs of the donkey entered the Ark,
Satan took hold of its tail not letting its hindlegs enter the Ark. Noah ordered the animal to enter but it
could not. Eventually, Noah said: Enter even if Satan is with you. This word slipped from Noah’s tongue
and when he said it, Satan entered the Ark with it. Noah said to Satan: O the enemy of God, what made
you enter the Ark? Satan said: Did you yourself not say: enter even if Satan is with you? Noah let him go

and said nothing.
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