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21. The Ethos Of Prophet Daniel

Introduction

Prophet Daniel was a Prophet of the children of Israel and a contemporary of Cyrus the Great and
Darius the Great of Achamenid dynasty and of the generation of David. Daniel was taken captive by
Nebuchadnezzar in 606 B.C. and sent to Babylon with a group of the Bani-Israel. His death year is not
known but was a contemporary of Prophet Ezra (Uzayr). Following the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel
was returned to Baytul-Mugaddas by Bahman son of Esfandiar and from there to Ahwaz and finally to
Susa where he passed away. He is known for geomancy and interpretation of dreams. In Nassekh At-
Tawarikh his birth has been recorded at 4817 years after the Fall of Adam and he was captivated by

Nebuchadnezzar at the age of 12.

Regard For Bread

Imam Sadeq has quoted the holy Prophet as saying: Have a respect for bread, for all factors between
the throne and the earth are involved in producing it. Then the holy Prophet turned to those around him
saying: shall I inform you of a hadith? They said: Yes, O Messenger of Allah. May our parents be
sacrificed for you. The holy Prophet said: There used to be a Prophet by the name of Daniel. He gave a
piece of bread to a man who controlled a passage in order to pass through it. The man threw away the
piece of bread saying: What shall | do with this? It is so worthless with us that some people tread it.
Seeing this, Daniel raised his hands towards the sky saying: O God! Have you seen what this man has
said and done with the bread which is worthy?
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He Does Not Prostrate To Nebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezzar had a strange dream and when he asked the enchanters and soothsayers about its
interpretation, they were helpless. Daniel and his friends who were in jail heard about it. The jailer loved
Daniel for his virtues. Daniel said to the jailer: You have been kind to me. The ruler has had a dream.
Guide him to me so that | will interpret his dream. The jailer went to Nebuchadnezzar and told him all
about it. The ruler said: Bring him to me. Needless to say that no one went to him without prostrating to
him. When they brought Daniel to him, he stood before him without making prostration. Nebuchadnezzar
said: What kept you from prostrating to me? Daniel said: There is a Lord for me who has given me
knowledge and wisdom bidding me not to prostrate to anyone but to Him. Therefore, | feared to make
prostration to others lest He might take away my knowledge and ruin me.

Truthful And Wise

Quoting Imam Ja’afar Jaber Ja’afi has reported: | asked the Imam is it true that Daniel knew to interpret
dreams? The Imam said: Yes, he was inspired. He was a Prophet and one to whom God had taught the
interpretation of dreams. He was truthful, wise and endowed with the love of the household of the holy
Prophet. Jaber asked: The love of the household of the holy Prophet? The Imam said: By God, there is
no angel or Prophet who is not endowed with the love of the household of the holy Prophet.
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Thanking God At The Bottom Of Well

Nebuchadnezzar threw Daniel into a well in which had put two lions. Nevertheless, the lions did not
make any attack on him. Daniel stayed there for the period God had willed and had an appetite for food
and drink as other human beings. At this time God inspired Prophet Jeremiah (Armiya) in Damascus to
prepare food and drink for Daniel. Jeremiah said: O God! | am in the holy Land whereas Daniel is in
Babylon in Iraq. God inspired him saying: prepare what We have ordered, | too, send messengers to
take you and what you have prepared there. He did so and God’s messenger too arrived and carried it



to the top of the well. Daniel asked: Who is it? He said: It is me, Jeremiah. Daniel asked: What has
brought you here? He said: My Lord has sent me to you. Daniel asked: Has my Lord Remembered me?
Jeremiah said: Yes, he has. Then Daniel said: Praise is due to Allah who does not forget one who
remembers Him. Praise is due to Allah who answers those having hope. Praise is due to Allah to whom
every trusts will not be abandoned.

Praise is due to Allah who rewards good with good. Praise is due to Allah who has set salvation as a
reward for patience. Praise is due to Allah who removes our hardship after our sorrow. Praise is due to
Allah who keeps us from doing any acts when we are in doubt. Praise is due to Allah who is our Hope

when we are in desperation.
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