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18. The Ethos Of Lugman

Lugman, the wise is the son of Angi son of Mazid son of Saroon. He was from the Nubia, Egypt and his
nickname was Abolanm. He is said to have thick lips and strode. Some historians believe he was the
nephew or cousin of Prophet Job. Lugman was born 4373 years after the Fall of Adam. He has maxims

one which is:
"0 my son! Do not associate aught with Allah; most surely polytheism is a grievous iniquity."
(31:13)
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Narratives are also decorated with his aphorism. Lugman was living at the time of Prophet David. During
the last years of this life, he withdrew from people, passed away at the time of Prophet Jonah and was
buried in Eileh, Palestine. There is discrepancy over his life-span. Some say that he lived as long as
3500 years.

His Wisdom In The Holy Quran

"And certainly We gave wisdom to Lugman, saying: Be grateful to Allah. And whoever is grateful,
he is only grateful for his own soul; and whoever is ungrateful, then surely Allah is Self-
sufficient, Praised." (31:12)
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"And do not turn your face away from people in contempt, nor go about in the land exulting
overmuch; surely Allah does not love any self-conceited boaster." (31:18)
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"And pursue the right course in your going about and lower your voice; surely the most hateful of
voices is braying of the asses." (31:19)
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His Morals As Narrated By Imam Sadeq

Imam Sadeq was asked once by Hammad about Lugman and his wisdom mentioned by Allah in the holy
Quran. The Imam said: By Allah! Lugman was not granted wisdom on account of his descent, wealth,
offspring, physical prowess, or beauty. Rather, he was a man whose belief in Allah was very strong. He
was pious, quiet, silent most of the time, far-sighted, meditative, sharp in insight, wealthy with morals.
He never slept during the day, nor did anyone ever see him using the toilet or even bathing due to his
being extremely bashful, to his deep thinking and reservations. He never laughed at anything at all for

fear of sinning, nor was he ever seen angry.

He never joked with any one. He never expressed his delight at something of this life’s wares when he
earned, nor did he ever grieve about anything. He married a number of women and had a number of
children but many of his children died before coming of age, yet he never wept over the death of any of
them. He hardly passed by two men contending of fighting without reconciling between them, and he
never left them before resolving their dispute or coming to peaceful terms.

Whenever he heard someone saying something which he appreciated, he asked for its explanation and
whom he had learnt it from. He quite often attended the meetings of religious experts and men of
wisdom. He often visited Judges, Kings, and Sultans, so he would pity the Judges because of their trials
and seek Allah’s mercy for Kings and Sultans due to their merits before Allah and their dignity in it. He
derived wisdom and taught himself that which would help him overcome his own inclinations and
struggle against his own desires and seek refuge through it from Satan. He used to heal his heart with
meditation and console himself with moral lessons. He never traveled to a place except for a cause that

concerned him. This is why he was granted wisdom and protection against sinning.
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His Praiseworthy Traits

A man passed by Lugman and saw how people were surrounding him. He asked him: Aren’t you the
black slave who used to tend the sheep in such and such place? Lugman said: Yes. The man asked
again: What caused you to be in this position? Lugman said: Speaking the truth, giving the trust back to

its rightful owners and staying away from what does not concern me.

His Seclusion And Silence

Lugman used to sit alone. Once his master passed by him and said: O Lugman! Why do you sit alone so
much? You would better associate with people. Lugman said: Sitting alone is better for meditation which

is the path to paradise.
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A wisdom of Lugman was that he was a company of Prophet David for months. Once David was making
coats of mail but Lugman was too shy to ask what it was good for. When it was finished, David put it on
saying: What a good shirt for warrior! Lugman then said: Silence is wisdom but few are those who

uphold it.
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His Threefold Traits

Ibn-Omar has quoted the holy Prophet of Islam as saying: | truly say that Lugman was not a Prophet but
he was a servant who meditated a great deal, enjoyed certainty, loved God and God too loved him and

favored him by giving him wisdom.
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The Criterion Of His Wisdom

Lugman was asked: Are you not the slave of such and such master? He said: Yes. He was asked again:
Then what caused you to be in this status? Lugman said: Speaking the truth, giving the trust back to its
rightful owners, staying away from anything which does not concern me, forbearing, keeping my tongue
and abstaining from eating what is unlawful. Therefore, whoever lacks these qualities is below me and
whoever has greater extent of these qualities is above me and whoever acts them is like me.
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When Grief Struck Him

Ozaee has reported that when Lugman left his hometown and settled in Moussel, whenever his patience
was out, his griefs were high and had none to tell them, he would take his son home, close the doors
and say: O son! the life of this world is like a deep sea in which many people have indeed drowned. Let

your boat be the fear of Allah, your ration the belief in Allah, its mast.
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