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62-63: To Remember Imam (aj) And Act Upon
His Teachings

The traditions of Imams (as) are clear as regards the fact that Imam (aj) is a witness of our deeds and he
is informed of all our activities. Wherever we might be and in whichever condition, we are within the
vision of Imam (aj).

He is the watchful eye and the alert ear of Almighty Allah. Once you are convinced of this, you shall see
him with the inner eye and his vision shall always exist in your thoughts. Then it is incumbent for you to
feel yourself in his presence. Everyone should have this perception unless he is blind in the heart.

Once a person is convinced of this he would act in a way befitting this situation. Like the visually
handicapped person who himself cannot see anything. But when he is in the presence of a ruler he will
act with utmost respect, just like those who are not blind. This is so, because he is certain that he is in
the presence of the ruler, even though he might not see him with his eyes. The situation of a Momin is
same during the period of occultation. On the basis of his faith he is sure that Imam (aj) sees him and he
behaves accordingly.

Shaykh Sadooq has quoted Masada bin Sadaqah from Abi Abdullah from his forefathers from Ali (as)
that he said from the pulpit of Kufa Masjid: “O Allah, it is necessary that Your earth does not remain
devoid of Your Proof on Your creatures, who may guide the people to Your religion and who teaches
Your religion, so that Your argument is not rendered invalid and those who follow Your saints may not be
misguided after having received guidance, whether this Proof be seen and not be obeyed or be hidden
and the enemies are lying in ambush for him and himself he is hidden from the view of the people while
his knowledge will not be hidden from the people and his laws are firm in the hearts of the believers and
they act upon them.”1

I say: This well-known tradition has also been recorded in Al-Kafi2 and Ghaibat of Nomani with minor
differences. It mentions knowledge, recognition (Marefat), attention and remembrance. Therefore, we
must ponder upon it carefully in order to achieve the aim, if Allah wills.
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Reminder and Guidance

It is that different people have different levels of Marifat and remembrance of our master (as). Some of
them remember His Eminence (aj) in the way a poet has versified as follows:

Allah knows that I don’t remember you; because how can I recall you when I have never left your
remembrance?

In another verse the poet says:

By the one, Who, if He wanted, would not have brought me into existence. Even though he may
be away from my sight, he is not absent from my heart.

Such a person is not unaware of his master and he always keeps in mind the manners and conditions of
His Eminence (aj). Thus congratulations to these people for the wisdom bestowed to them, for their
knowledge and actions and Marifat. We pray to the Almighty Allah to bless me and make me of those
who are mentioned in the following couplet:

I love the righteous, even though I am not from them. Perhaps Allah would bestow righteousness
to me.

But here another point is worth mention, which would be a reminder for ourselves and other believers,
from the barakah of what we have understood about our Master (as).

It is that you must know with certainty that you are not away from the sight and hearing of your master
(as); he knows your position and is aware of your circumstances. Thus if you are one who is such that
you follow the manners approved by him you would able to earn his love and blessings. And if you are
from those who are unaware and aloof of that leader, it is regretful. Allah, the Mighty and Sublime says:

نْتقَدْ كو معا تَنشَرح مل ِبر قَال معا ةاميالْق موي هشُرنَحا وْنيشَةً ضعم نَّ لَهرِي فَاذِك نع ضرعا نمو
.بصيرا

تُنْس موكَ الْيذَٰلكا ۖ ويتَهاتُنَا فَنَستَتْكَ آيكَ اذَٰلك قَال

And whoever turns away from My reminder, his shall be a straitened life, and We will raise him on
the day of resurrection, blind. He shall say: My Lord! Why have You raised me blind and I was a
seeing one indeed? He will say: Even so, Our communications came to you but you neglected
them; even thus shall you be forsaken this day. (Qur’an, Surah Taha 20:124-126)

Which hardship is worse than the darkness of unawareness and ignorance, and which regret is greater



than blindness of Judgment Day? And which fear is as bad as the terror of that regret and which
calamity is greater and more painful than it? Thus you must make haste to free your neck, and this
cannot be achieved except if you keep up the remembrance of your master in the world and the
hereafter as the Almighty Allah says:

هِماممنَاسٍ بِاا لو كنَدْع موي

(Remember) the day when We will call every people with their Imam. (Qur’an, Surah Isra 17:71)

When it is morning, you must thank the Almighty for the blessings He has bestowed you for the sake of
His Eminence (aj) and you must do this regularly lest the bounties you are given may be taken away
from you due to your sins. And you should know that your master sees all that you do. So as a mark of
respect for him, avoid such shameless deeds and if you get a chance to perform a good deed, you must
give precedence to it, as it is a divine bounty that Allah has bestowed you with through the Barakat of
your master. And be thankful to Allah for that and gift it to the Imam of the Time (aj) and say verbally and
with your heart:

يا ايها الْعزِيز مسنَا واهلَنَا الضر وجِىنَا بِبِضاعة مزجاة فَاوفِ لَنَا الْيل وتَصدَّق علَينَا

O chief! distress has afflicted us and our family and we have brought scanty money, so give us
full measure and be charitable to us; surely Allah rewards the charitable. (Qur’an, Surah Yusuf
12:88)

Be humble and sincere in all circumstances, just as a slave behaves before his master; and salute him
every morning and evening; greeting of a slave who is eager to see him and is sad in his separation;
greetings of a sincere one whose tears flow on his cheeks and who believes that he is standing in the
presence of his master. When it is time for the ritual prayer, remember the condition of your master
when you stand in the court of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime.

With presence of mind and humility of the body and ignore everything except the Almighty Allah,
knowing that this Taufeeq is also given to you for the sake of the Imam (as) and that this worship is of no
use without the Marifat of the Imam. As much you are deep in recognition as much Allah, the Mighty and
Sublime would reward you for your worship acts. When you finish your prayers, make the Imam as your
intermediary with the Almighty Allah so that it may be accepted.

Begin every supplication with a request in favor of the Holy Imam (as) due to his priority and his right
upon you. Whenever you have a need or some problem troubles you, you must first of all present it to
your Imam and earn his pleasure so that he intercedes for us with the Almighty Allah as he is only the
intermediary with God and he is the door of Allah through which He must be approached. Allah, the



Mighty and Sublime says:

واتُوا الْبيوت من ابوابِها

And go into the houses by their doors. (Qur’an, Surah Baqarah 2:189)

There are numerous points in this topic.

One year in the past, I was faced with an important matter and I was worried about it all the time. One
night I saw in dream, grandfather of my mother (r.a.) who was a pious Sadaat. I saw him in the most
beautiful garden that I could have imagined. He was in the best condition and very elegant shape. I
greeted him and he replied to me and a conversation ensued between us: I said to him: Ask the
Almighty Allah to solve that problem of mine.

He spoke to me in Persian: Our Dua is not higher than the Dua of the Imam of the Time (aj); thus
whenever we have a problem we mention it to him. If he permits we make changes in that Dua,
otherwise not…on the basis of this we come to know that His Eminence is a point of refuge in all
circumstances, thus it is your duty to refer to him, supplicate to him and seek his mediation to Allah, the
Mighty and Sublime because it is one of the duties of the Imam to pray for the believers as mentioned in
traditional reports in the same way as the believers are obliged to pray for the Imam of their time as
proved in this book through reason and texts.

Since most people are such that they are ignorant of this, we must mention that it is a situation which
takes one closer to Satan. So you must pray to the Imam and make him pleased so that he may keep
the Satan away from you. You must beseech with sincerity, the Almighty Allah to forgive your sins and
give you Taufeeq to remember your master all the time; He gives Taufeeq to anyone He likes. You are
under obligation to practice with regularity all the rituals that have been mentioned so far, and will be
mentioned in the coming pages and also study the manners concerning your master. I pray Allah to give
me and you Taufeeq for knowledge and action that He may protect us from mistakes and deviations; He
is proximate and the hearer of prayers.

1. Kamaluddin, Vol. 1, Pg. 302, Chapter 26, Tr. no. 11
2. Usool Kafi, Vol. 1, Pg. 339
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