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26. Hadith Al-Tair, Investigating Its Authenticity

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states:
olall Jaf sie ©le gon gall ol g3Sall g Sillall duyan

Hadith al-Tair is one of the fabricated lies in the opinion of the people of knowledge. 1

Meanwhile, Imam Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H) records:

pila U pada o ala o eme U g lall sl oif UF st o1 ormall sif UT Wl o1 e sof U]
Al Jsuy Sl gaal JB ellle o gl U gl e (6,1 ae o1 e e uuge o e U elll oy
slad pulall 1ia oo ae JSU oLl elala ualy gantl llF JUas Dk o Lo 5l o Lug aule all Lo
bl el e JSU Jass e ol on e

Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana — Abu al-Husayn b. al-Abnusi — Abu al-Hasan al-Daraquisni — Muhammad b.
Mukhlid b. Hafs — Hatim b. al-Layth — ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa — ‘Isa b. ‘Umar al-Qari — al-Suddi — Anas b.
Malik:

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them and left a bird. Then he
said, “O Allah, bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to eat with me from this bird. So,
‘Ali b. Abi Talib came and entered and ate with him from that bird.2

Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) states about the first narrator:

e o aaal o gl e f alo¥l o vanl lle sl ol st il mllall gudll sl ol e s
leiadl galuadl (il oy alh.

Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana: The righteous Shaykh, the thigah (trustworthy) narrator, the hadith
transmitter of Baghdad, Abu Ghalib Ahmad b. Imam Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-
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Bana al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali.3

Concerning the second narrator, he further says:
@alaadll L si¥l onl ¢ le o dana o dand o dane ppuall gl Gl il L sid1 l.

Ibn al-Abnusi: The thigah (trustworthy) Shaykh, Abu al-Husayn, Muhamamd b. Ahmad b.
Muhammad b. ‘Ali, Ibn al-Abnusi al-Baghdadi.4

The third narrator, Imam al-Daraquisini, needs no introduction. Nonetheless, let us get al-Dhahabi’s
words about him anyway:

oot Sage ot el o sae o e couuall gl dhlgall e ! b o saall Lilall ale¥l: ilaslull
Saaall i 8l golaadl Al e ol o olaaddl o 0 sauus

Al-Daraqguni: The Imam, the excellent hafiz (hadith scientist), Shaykh al-Islam, the signpost of the
pundits, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. Mahdi b. Mas’ud b. al-Nu’'man b. Dinar b. ‘Abd Allah
al-Baghdadi al-Magri, the hadith expert.5

Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about the fourth narrator:

5o 487 485 485 A g ... ada oy alis denas

Muhammad b. Muhklid b. Hafs ... He is thiqah (trustworthy), thigah (trustworthy), thigah
(trustworthy), well-known.6

Imam al-Dhahabi tells us about the fifth narrator as well:
@oasall golaagdl (Jndll gof cagill all Laladl cnlll o gila.

Hatim b. al-Layth: The hadith scientist, the prolific hadith narrator, the thigah (trustworthy) narrator,
Abu al-Fadhl, al-Baghdadi, al-Jawhari.7

Al-Hafiz returns to inform us about the sixth narrator:
coity (S 285 dane ol & oSI juagall I3l Slsall of o awse o alll aye

‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa b. Abi al-Mukhtar al-‘Ubsi al-Kufi, Abu Muhammad: Thigah (trustworthy), he



was a Shi’i.8

Al-Hafiz proceeds about the seventh narrator too:
185 {5, el 35Sl sae sl puall ooy ilaagll gl jae oy e

‘Isa b. ‘Umar al-Asadi al-Hamdani, Abu ‘Umar al-Kufi al-Qari: Thigah (trustworthy)9

Finally, ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) grades the last narrator, al-Suddi:
oy ail! "9_4 L< (H Sos sAy ol aie L)Jd.l.cLA.leAJ gsuullx.c oE dla cpun aiw liag "

This chain is hasan. Its narrators are trustworthy apart from al-Suddi, and he is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-

Rahman. He was saduq (very truthful), and he hallucinated, as stated in a/-Tagqrib.10

He adds about him:

He is thigah (trustworthy). (Imam) Muslim has relied upon him as a hujjah (in his Sahih), and his

name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman. 11

Shaykh al-Arnauls also states:
ol dlay 8l - oS gl on ool sie o Jiebows] 525 — goaall Ja¥ s ool

Its chain is hasan due to al-Suddi — and he is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Karimah — and the

other narrators are trustworthy. 12

Shaykh Dr. Asad has the same grading for him:
crunn soli] .. Gulie ol e doSe e guull Jielaw] e Zalya o1 0lis oo of las alea gof liaa

Abu Hammam — my father — Ziyad b. Khaythamah — Isma’il al-Suddi — lkrimah — Ibn ‘Abbas .... Its

chain is hasan. 13

Shaykh Dr. Al-A’zami is not left out either:



sali] . iile e ill e gl pe Gldw pe and ¥ s aill oof ias a0 e liaa

O—LUA

‘Ali b. Shu’ayb — Abu al-Nadhar — al-Ashja’ — Sufyan — al-Suddi — al-Bahi — ‘Aishah .... Its chain is

hasan.14

Interestingly, Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H) has documented a similar report of Hadlith al-Tair as Imam
lbn Asakir:

alse o sane Ul W b, lll GE Y g pdiall Il gl Glat J6 e all el gf Glat ass algall Js
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Abu al-Qasim al-Hariri — Abu Talib al-‘Ashri — al-Daraquiini — Muhammad b. Mukhlid — Hatim b. al-
Layth — “Ubayd Allah b. Musa - ‘Isa b. ‘Umar al-Qari — al-Suddi — Anas:

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them. Then he said, “O Allah,
bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to eat with me from this bird. So, ‘Ali b. Abi

Talib came and entered and ate with him from that bird. 15
This chain is basically the same as that which we have verified above in this chapter. ‘Allamah al-Albani

also has this comment about this report:

Wlhape G el oy gila Gralae o dane U gbdylall 85k oo saliwls (363) 35l onl oly, ads

C).AAJJI
Ibn al-Jawzi (363) has recorded it with his chain from the route of al-Daraquisini — Muhammad b.
Mukhlid — Hatim b. al-Layth — ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa with it (i.e. the full chain with the hadith).

All the narrators of this chain are trustworthy, except for the difference of opinions concerning al-

Suddi, and he is al-Suddi al-Kabir, and his name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman. 16

Since al-Suddi too is thigah (trustworthy), or at least sadug (very truthful) due to the disputes about him,

the sanad is therefore either sahih or hasan. We go with the stricter ruling. As such, we declare that



chain of the hadiith is hasan due to al-Suddi. All its narrators are reliable, and there is no disconnection

whatsoever in the sanad.

Meanwhile, the hadith itself is absolutely sahih due to the existence of massive, overwhelming
corroboration (mutabaat) for al-Suddi. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H), for instance, declares about Hadith

al-Tair:

Lusdi il e 805 tlaual oo delon Luil e sl ady

It has been narrated from Anas by a group of his companions, numbering more than thirty

individuals. 17

This establishes the tawatur of the hadith from Anas, and shoots the report of al-Suddi from the level of

hasan to the highest sahih grade.
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