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4) Hadith Al-Thagalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir
Khumm (Part 2)

In order to ensure that his followers never missed his messages, the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu
‘alaihi wa alihi, further repeated his instruction in some other words, at the same Ghadir Khumm. Imam
Muslim (d. 261 H) records what he did:
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Zuhayr b. Harb and Shuja’ b. Mukhlid — Ibn ‘Ulayyah: Zuhayr — Isma’il b. Ibrahim - Abu Hayyan - Yazid
b. Hayyan:

| went along with Hasin b. Sabra and ‘Umar b. Muslim to Zayd b. Argam. When we sat with him, Hasin
said to him:

“You have earned, O Zayd, a lot of good. You saw the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and you
heard his hadith, and you fought by his side, and you offered Salat behind him. You have earned, O

Zayd, a lot of good. Narrate to us, O Zayd, what you heard from the Messenger of Allah.”
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He replied, “O son of my brother, | swear by Allah, | have grown old and my time has passed, and | have
forgotten some of that which | remembered from the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. So,
whatever hadith | narrate to you, accept (it). And whatever | do not narrate, do not compel me to do
that.”

He then said:

“One day, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, stood up to deliver a sermon at a watering place
known as (Ghadir) Khumm situated between Makkah and Madinah. He praised Allah and extolled Him,
and advised (us), and reminded us (of Allah and His revelations). Then, he said:

‘Then, verily, O mankind! | am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the angel of death)
will soon reach me and | will answer (the call of death). But, | am leaving behind over you Two Weighty
Things (thaqgalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to
the Book of Allah and adhere to it.” So, he exhorted (to hold fast) to the Book of Allah and encouraged
concerning it. Then, he said: “and my Ahl al-Bayt. | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind
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you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

So, Hasin said to him, “So, who are his Ahl al-Bayt? O Zayd, are his wives not from his Ahl al-Bayt?”
He (Zayd) replied, “His wives are from his Ahl al-Bayt. But, his Ahl al-Bayt are (also) those to whom
sadaqgah is forbidden apart from him.” He (Hasin) asked, “And who are those?” He (Zayd) replied, “They
are the family of ‘Ali, the family of ‘Aqil, the family of Ja’far, and the family of ‘Abbas”. He (Hasin) said,
“Sadagah is forbidden for all these people?” He (Zayd) answered, “Yes”.1

Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) has recorded this same exact report2, and Shaykh al-Arnaut has this comment
about it:

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim.3
So, there is no doubt about the authenticity of the riwayah.
There is however a crucial fact about it that must be taken into consideration in understanding its

meaning. There is an interpolation by Yazid b. Hayyan into the text of the Prophet’s words in the hadith:
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“Then, verily, O mankind! | am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the angel of death)
will soon reach me and | will answer (the call of death). But, | am leaving behind over you Two Weighty
Things (thaqgalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to
the Book of Allah and adhere to it.” So, he exhorted (to hold fast) to the Book of Allah and encouraged
concerning it. Then, he said: “and my Ahl al-Bayt. | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind
you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt!”

The highlighted parts are NOT part of the words of the Messenger of Allah. Rather, they are
commentaries upon the actual hadith. Since what matters to us are the instructions of our Prophet, then
we must remove these interpolations in order to reach the real Sunnah. So, after deleting the foreign

words, this is what we have:
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“Then, verily, O mankind! | am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the angel of death)
will soon reach me and | will answer (the call of death). But, | am leaving behind over you Two Weighty
Things (thagalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to
the Book of Allah and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! |
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remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

The Sunni mufassir, Mulla Huwaysh Al Ghazi ‘Abd al-Qadir, confirms this as well:
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(Imam) Muslim recorded from Zayd b. Argam that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said:

“l am leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things (thagalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In
it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. |
remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind you, with
Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt!”4

The message here is unmistakable: all mankind — including all the Sahabah, Tabi’in and Tabi’ al-Tabi’in

— are ordered to “adhere” to both the Qur'an and the Ahl al-Bayt.

What further solidifies this submission, is that the same hadith has been narrated from Zayd — in the
book of Imam ‘Abd b. Humayd (d. 249 H) - without the commentaries, and it is straightforward. ‘Allamah
al-Albani (d. 1420 H) records that the Prophet said at Ghadir Khumm:
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“Then, verily, O mankind! | am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the angel of death)
will soon reach me and | will answer (the call of death). But, | am leaving behind over you Two Weighty
Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. Whoever
adheres to it and holds fast to it, he will be upon guidance; and whosoever belittles it, he will go astray.
So hold fast to the Book of Allah the Most High and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. | remind you, with
Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! | remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt!”5

Commenting on it, the ‘Allamah states:
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(Sahih) ... [recorded by ‘Abd b. Hamid] from Zayd b. Argam.6

‘Allamah al-Hindi (d. 975 H) too has copied the same report:
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“Then, verily, O mankind! | am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the angel of death)
will soon reach me and | will answer (the call of death). But, | am leaving behind over you Two Weighty
Things (thaqgalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. Whoever
adheres to it and holds fast to it, he will be upon guidance; and whosoever belittles it, he will go astray.
So hold fast to the Book of Allah the Most High and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. | remind you, with
Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt!”7

Giving the source, he too says:
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Recorded by ‘Abd b. Humayd, from Zayd b. Arqam8

This was the report of Zayd from the Messenger of Allah without the interpolations of Yazid b. Hayyan.

This took place at Ghadir Khumm, after the first declaration at ‘Arafat. The message is explicit, clear and



unambiguous. It leaves no room for manipulation or distortion. We all must “adhere” to the Book of Allah
and the Ahl al-Bayt of his Prophet after him. Strangely though, Zayd defines the “Ahl al-Bayt” meant in
the hadith as the wives of the Prophet, and the families of ‘Ali, ‘Aqil, Ja’far, and al-‘Abbas. Yet, it is the
same Zayd who narrated — as we shall examine in the next chapter — that the Messenger specifically

named the “Ahl al-Bayt” intended in Hadith al-Thagalayn as being only his “offspring”.
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