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24. How can one say that “I will be patient with
the punishment of hellfire but I do not have the
patience of separation from the Lord…”?

A mother, for the sake of seeing her child who is studying or serving in a remote and distant location, will
travel and suffer through hardships such as extreme weather conditions to do so. However, when it
comes to the time of departure and separation, she will say to herself that “I could bear all the hardships
to see my child, but I cannot bear the hardship of our separation…”

Imam Ali AS said in Dua-e-Kumail:

صبرت علَ عذَابِكَ، فَيف اصبِر علَ فراقكَ

“(Suppose that…) I am able to endure Your chastisement, How can I endure separation from
You?”1
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