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1. The Ethos Of Prophet Adam

Introduction

Prophet Adam is the father of mankind whom God created out of clay and blew His spirit into it after forty
years hence his body systems started functioning. Then God order angels to prostrate before him. All
angels prostrated before Adam except Eblis.

"And when We said to the angels: Make obeisance to Adam, they did obeisance, But Eblis (did it
not). He refused and he was proud and he was one of the unbelievers." (2:34)
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Then God made Adam and Eve settle in paradise and bewared them of the Satan’s deceit making all the
heavenly blessings except wheat permissible for them to eat. Nevertheless, Adam and Eve were finally
deceived by Satan, abandoned a recommended act, ate wheat and thus were expelled from paradise.
Later they repented and God accepted their repentance making them settle on the earth. Eventually
Adam passed away in Mecca after ten days of illness at the age of 930, 936, or 1030 and was buried in

a valley of Abo-Ghabiss Mountain.

Eve too became sick within a year and passed away after fifteen days and was buried near the tomb at
Adam. According to some historians, Prophet Noah took Adam’s coffin to the city of Najaf where it was

buried.

The Modesty Of Prophet Adam

In the exegesis of verses 20- 21 of the Quranic chapter — al-Taj — it has been pointed out that when
Prophet Adam and Eve ate from the Forbidden Tree, they became unclad and their privy parts became

manifest.
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Adam was fleeing in paradise. Calling him, God Almighty said: O Adam! Are you running away from Me?
Adam said: No, | am rather ashamed of you. At this time, Adam made use of tree leaves and covered

his privy parts with them.
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Weeping Over His Fault

Adam and Eve kept weeping over their faults and what they lost of heavenly blessings.
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His Repentance

When Adam committed error, he apologized to God saying: "O my lord! Accept my repentance and

apology and restore my rank."
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"Then Adam received (some) words from his lord, so He turned to him mercifully; surely He is
oft-returning (to mercy), the Merciful." (2:37)
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The question here is what those words were. Polyquoting Kafi, Imam Bager and Imam Sadeq Saafi

Exegesis says: Those words were the following:
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There is no god save You, glory be to you O God, and | praise You, | have done wrong and been unjust
to myself, therefore forgive me and have mercy on me, for, You are truly the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.

There is no god but You, glory be to You O God and | praise You, | have done wrong and been unjust to



myself, therefore, return to me mercifully, for, You are the Most Merciful of the merciful ones.

In Safi Exegesis, it has also been pointed out: Those words were the above and the following:
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I invoke You through Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn.

His Love Of Beauty

Having prostrated, Adam raised his head towards heaven and said: O God! Add to my beauty. Then in
the morning, Adam had beard. He rubbed his hand on it asking: O God! what is this? God said: This is a

beard. | have adorned you and your sons with it till the Day or Judgment.
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Acquaintance With Eve

God Almighty made Eve of the remain of Adam’s clay in His shape. One day God made Adam to be
overtaken by sleep showing Eve to him in his dream. This was the first dream on the earth. When Adam
woke up, Eve was sitting at the top of his bed. At this moment, God Asked: O Adam! Who is this women
sitting near you? Adam said: The one You showed me in my dream. Then Adam became acquainted
with Eve and thanked God.

U5l a5 el 3 S5 3115 Sulaih gle Al IS5 sl e fof digs b oy el Bl i 4l )
Al Lljill:(:]uﬁi_m.!l;lleilmLc;;JTL!:%3;3@9?;;&@/@;&3&&&;@1&@& b5

s

A GG Guili o elin g i

Patience And Tolerance

It has been reported that some of Adam’s younger children were going up and down his body, one of
then using Adam’s ribs as ladder for going up to his head and coming down the same way but Adam
had lowered his head saying nothing nor raising his head. An elder son of Adam said: O father, can’t
you see what he is doing to you? You should forbid him to do so. Adam said: O my son, you have not
seen what | have seen and you do not know what | know. | made a move by which | fell from the abode
of honor to the abode of abjection and from the abode of blessings to the abode of wretchedness.

Hence, | am afraid of doing something which will bring affliction upon me.
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His Thankfulness

When dying, Prophet Adam made a sermon to his children and said: Praise is due to the lord of the
worlds who created me with His own hands, made my creation perfect, fashioned me in the best way,
honored me with His angels’ prostration, taught me all the names and made me settle in paradise.
However, He had created me not only for a few days. Nevertheless, what he had willed, happened to

me.

Therefore, praise is due to Him who removed pollution from me, favored me with His attention to my awe
and weeping, accepted my repentance, guided me to His obedience and made me firm in it following my
sin, and aided me in fighting my enemy — Eblis — after | had obeyed Him. | bear witness that there is
no god but Allah, He is One, there is no partner for Him, He is Eternal after the annihilation of all

creatures.
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Begging Reward From God

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager : When Adam made ka’ba and circumbulated it, he
said: O Lord, there is a reward for every worker. | too have worked. He was told: Ask for whatever you
wish. Adam said: O God, forgive my sin. He was told: You have been forgiven. Adam said: forgive the
sin of my offspring. who will come after me. He was told: O Adam! Whoever confesses his sin, here, as

you have hone, | will forgive his sin.
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Use Of Hard-Earned Money

The holy Prophet has said: When God ordered Adam to descend on the earth, He told him to farm with
his own hands and eat out of his own hand labor after being deprived of Paradise and its blessings.
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Taciturnity

When children of Prophet Adam multiplied, one day they were talking before him and he was silent.
They said: O father! What is the matter with you that you do not speak? He said: O my sons! When
Allah, Great be His Glory, expelled me from His presence, He claimed my promise saying: Talk little so

that you will return to Me.
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Seeking A Remedy From The Evil Of Eblis

Prophet Adam said: O Lord! You have given respite to Eblis making him dominate me and | have no

option save looking for Your favor.

God Almighty said: | will assign an angel with every offspring of yours to protect him from a nearby
Satan.

Adam said: O Lord! Give more.

God said: A good deed will be rewarded tenfold and | will add to it but, (the reward of) a wrongdoing is

only one and | will write it off.
Adam said: O my Lord! Give more.

God said: "..0 my servants! who have acted extravagantly against their own souls, do not despair
of the mercy of Allah; surely Allah forgives the faults altogether.” (the Companies:53)

Adam said: O my Lord! Give more.

God said: | will not deny your offspring the repentance as long as soul is in them.



Adam said: O my Lord! Give more.
God said: | will forgive generously.

Adam said: It is good enough for me.
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Enjoining Keeping Secrets

Prophet Adam became sick for eleven days enjoining his son, Sheth, to keep his knowledge hidden from
Cain and his children, for it was because of jealousy that Cain killed Abel. Adam had devoted knowledge
to Abel. It was for this reason that Sheth and his children had kept their knowledge hidden from Cain and

his children who did not have a share of it.
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Mourning Abel

When Abel was killed, Adam mourned him for a year and never smiled.
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Praising Allah After Sneezing

Abdullah Ibn Massood has reported on the authority of the holy Prophet: When Allah blew His spirit into
Adam, he sneezed. God inspired him to say: Praise is due to the lord of the worlds.
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Avoiding Haste

When Adam’s death drew near, he gathered all his children informing and recommending them of the
result of good deeds. An advice of his to the children was: Think of whatever you wish to do beforehand,
for, if | had done so, | was not afflicted with what afflicted me.
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Enjoining Piety (Fear Of Allah)

O my children! It is your duty to fear God and obey Him.
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Giving Away Part Of His Life To David

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager: Allah— Gilorified and Honored —, presented the
names of the Prophets and their lifetime. Coming to the lifetime of Prophet David, Adam found out that
David’s lifetime was only forty years. So Adam said: How short the lifetime of David and how long my
lifetime is? Will You add to David’s lifetime if | give away a few years of mine? God said: Yes, O Adam.

Adam said: Give thirty years of my lifetime to David. Fix it for him and deduct it from my lifetime.
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Imam Bager said: God fixed it for David. It is on this basis that God writes off and records whatever He
wills and with Him is the Mother of All Books.
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Enjoining Good Deeds

O my children! It is your duty to do virtuous deeds and follow them diligently.
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Tasbeeh And Taqdeess Of God At The Time Of Death

When the angel of death was taking the life of Adam, he was engaged in Tasbeeh (saying praise is due
to Allah), and Taqgdeess (saying no god but Allah). At this time Gabriel said to the angel of death: O
angel of death! Be lenient to him. Do you know him? He is Adam whom God made with His own Hands
and into him blew of His own Spirit ordering us to prostrate before him and gave him an abode in
paradise. Adam kept praising God till the angel of death took his life.
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Expression Of Pain And Inability At The Time Of Death

When Adam was dying, Gabriel along with the angel of death were beside his bed and other angels had
surrounded him. At this moment, Gabriel asked Adam: How is your situation? Adam said: It is extremely

painful. Furthermore, the agony stands between me and prayer.
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