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10. Is the responsibility of “Enjoining what is
Right and Forbidding what is Evil” the
responsibility of all Muslims or a certain group
of Muslims?

For a car that is being driven on the wrong side of the road, there are two potential encounters that may
occur:

1. All those on the road honk their horns and flash their lights to alert the driver of their offence.

2. The driver is caught by police and an infringement penalty is issued.

The Qur’an also advices all Muslims to participate in Enjoining what is Right and Forbidding Evil as in
the following Ayah:

كنتُم خَير امة اخْرِجت للنَّاسِ تَامرونَ بِالْمعروفِ وتَنْهونَ عن الْمنرِ وتُومنُونَ بِاله ۗ ولَو آمن اهل الْتَابِ لَانَ
خَيرا لَّهم ۚ منْهم الْمومنُونَ واكثَرهم الْفَاسقُونَ

“Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind, enjoining what is right, forbidding what is wrong, and
believing in Allah. If only the People of the Book had faith, it were best for them: among them are some
who have faith, but most of them are perverted transgressors.”
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But also suggests that a certain group have that responsibility:

ولْتَن منم امةٌ يدْعونَ الَ الْخَيرِ ويامرونَ بِالْمعروفِ وينْهونَ عن الْمنرِ ۚ واولَٰئكَ هم الْمفْلحونَ

“Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right,
and forbidding what is wrong: They are the ones to attain felicity.” 2

1. Al Imran 3:110
2. Al Imran 3:104
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