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7. The Ethos Of Prophet Abraham

Introduction

Prophet Abraham is son of Tarih, son of Nahur, son of Sharugh, son of Arghu, son of Faligh, son of Abir,
son of Shalikh, son of Kenan, son of Arfkhshath, son of Sam, son of Noah. Abraham means a kind
father. His title is the friend of Allah and the friend of the Beneficent. He is also called the father of the

Prophets.

Abraham was born in the village of Kothi in Babylon 3323 years after the fall of Adam. His mother, Nona
hid him in a cave out of fear of enemies for many years. He invited people to his upright creed from the
age of sixteen. His uncle, Azar used to make idols and would give them to Abraham to sell them. He

would put a rope round their necks carrying them with disgrace in the streets calling:

"And by Allah! | will certainly do something against your idols... " (21:57)

The news on these acts of his spread among people. Nemrud heard of it and ordered Abraham to be

brought to his palace but Abraham did not prostrate to the king. Hence Nemrud was infuriated.

Once Abraham went to the idol-temple and broke all the idols hanging the ax on the neck of the biggest
idol. Seeing this, people knew that it was the work of Abraham whom they condemned to be thrown to

fire. The followers of Nemrud prepared a huge fire and threw Abraham into it. God said;

'O fire! Be a comfort and peace to Ibrahim." (21: 69)
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When Nemrud’s plan failed, he ordered to expel Abraham from the town. Therefore, Abraham together
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with Sarah his cousin, Lot, his nephew, Tarih, his father migrated from Babylon and settled in Haram in
north-east Al-Jazirah. He married Sarah who was then 37 years old and departed for Kenan territory.
Later on, as a result of a severe famine they migrated to Egypt from where they went to Palestine and
settled in Hebron farm known as Qudskhalol till the end of life. Since Sarah was infertile, she
recommended Hagar, her slave-girl to him and thus Ismail was born of Hagar.

Sarah asked Abraham to take Hagar and her son to a desert far from town. Her request was accepted.
Abraham decided to take them to Mecca and at Gabriel’s hint they alighted at the present Zamzam Well.

He was with them for three days and upon his return said:
"0 our Lord! Surely I have settled a part of my offspring in a valley unproductive of fruit near Thy
Sacred House... " (14:37)
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Abraham visited the Sacred House and performed Hajj every year after his return and enjoyed seeing
Hagar and Ismail. Ten years later, he was in Mecca when one night, he dreamed that he had to sacrifice

Ismail. He prepared to do so but a sheep was brought from under mountain by the angel of God:

"And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice." (37:107)
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Later on, Abraham restructured Ka’ba with the help of Ismail and eventually passed away after twenty
five days of illness 3508 years after the Fall of Adam and was buried in Mafileh cave in Hebron
(Palestine) where Sarah was buried too. In a hadith, the holy Prophet said: Abraham lived for 175 years.
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Immunity From Infidels

‘Indeed, there is for you a good example in Ibrahim and those with him when they said to their
people: Surely we are clear of you and of what you serve besides Allah" (60:4)
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His Thankfulness

"Surely Ibrahim was an exemplar, obedient to Allah, upright, and he was not of the polytheists.
Grateful for his favors; He chose him and guided him on the right path." (16: 120- 121)
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His Recommendations To His Sons

"And the same did Ibrahim enjoin on his sons and so (did) Yaqoob. O my sons! Surely Allah has
chosen for you (this) faith, therefore die not unless you are Muslims." (2: 132)
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Three Fold Virtues Of His

"Most surely Ibrahim was forbearing, tender-hearted, oft-returning to (to Allah)" (11:75)
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His Truthfulness

"And mention Ibrahim in the Book; surely he was a truthful man, a Prophet." (19:41)
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Why Did God Choose Him As A Friend?

Imam Reza has polygouted Imam Sadeq and Imam Bager as saying: God — Glorified and Honored —
chose Abraham as a friend because he never rejected anyone and never asked anything from anyone
but God.

B3 206 &) 296 e 4l e SR Dol ¢le adlt sie i Bl sJ6 G Gle Gl Ll T be

Jas 5o o 5ie AT gty 5 AT 5,0 T 88 dula Jali) 955 5e .



His Threefold Characteristics

Abraham was asked: Why God has taken you as a friend? He said: For three reasons:.
1- | always preferred God’s orders to other ones:

2- | was not grieved with what God had destined for me

3- | was serving guests day and night.
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At His Table

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when Angles came to Abraham in human
figure, Abraham brought them a broiled calf to eat. Angles said: We will not eat unless you tell us of its
price. Abraham said: Say Bismillah (in the name of Allah) whenever you start eating and Alhamdo lillah
(praise is due to Allah) whenever you finish eating. Imam Sadeq said: At this moment, Gabriel turned to
his companies who were four and he was their chief and said: He deserves to be taken as a friend by
God.
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Reliance On God

Imam Sadeq said: When Abraham was thrown into fire, Gabriel met him between the earth and heaven

saying: Do you need any help? Abraham said: Not from you.
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Thanking God For Not Committing Sin

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that one day Abraham saw a white hair in his
beard. He said: Thanks God who has made me reach this age while | have not committed sin even in a



blinking time.
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His Hospitality

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when Abraham was at his father’s house and
there was no guest there, he would lock the door, leave home while carrying the keys with him and

looking for guests.
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His Pity For Hagar And Ismail

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Musa that when Abraham made Hagar and Ismail settle in
Mecca and bade them farewell, Hagar and Ismail started weeping. Addressing Hagar Abraham said:
Why are you weeping? | have made you settle in the most beloved place on the earth and in the
sanctuary of Allah. Hager said: O Ibrahim! | have not seen any Prophet act as you have acted. Abraham
said: What have | done? Hager said: O Ibrahim! You are leaving behind a weak wife and a weak child,
helpless with no companion of mankind, no spring of water, no harvest and no milch. At this moment
Abraham felt pity for them and his eyes were filled with tears. He came forward till he reached the door
of God’s House. Holding the two sides of the House, he said: O God! | have made my progeny settle in
an infertile desert near Your Sacred House for performing prayer. Therefore, set people’s hearts inclined

to it and give sustenance to them from all kinds of fruits that they may thank.
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Entrusting Wife And Child To God

When Abraham turned to leave, Hagar said: O lbrahim! To whom are you entrusting us? He said: |

entrust you to the Lord of this House.
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Forbearance Before Sarah’s Bad Temper

Imam Sadeq has said: Once Abraham complained to God of Sarah’s bad temper. God inspired him that
the parable of woman is as a crooked bone. If you straighten it, it will break and should you leave it as it
is, it will benefit you. Be patient towards her.
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Asking God To Give Him A Daughter

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Abraham asked God to give him a daughter to

weep for him after his demise.
Zro, 88
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His Supplication For Sinners

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that once Abraham was traveling for the sake of
taking lessons. On his way, he came across a desert with no plantation. He saw a man performing
prayer and wearing a garment of wool. Abraham stopped and was amazed by that man’s state. He
waited for the man to complete his prayer but since his prayer lasted for some time, Abraham gave a
sign with his hand making him understand that he had a need. The man shortened his prayer and sat
with Abraham.

Addressing him, Abraham said: To whom you are praying? He said: To the God of Abraham. Abraham
asked: Who is Abraham’s God? He said: The One who created you and me. Abraham said: | am

pleased with you and | would like to be your brother for the cause of God. Where is your house so as to



come and see you?

The man made a sign with his hand to the sea saying: Behind this Notfeh (clear and sweet water) while
referring to the sea but my prayer site is right here.
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Then addressing Abraham, the man said: Do you have any need? Abraham said: Yes. The man said:
What is your need? Abraham said: Either you pray and | will say Amen or | pray and you will say Amen.
The man asked: For whom are you going to pray? Abraham said: For sinful believers. The man said:
No. Abraham asked: Why? The man said: Because | have been praying for something for thirty years

but it has not been fulfilled hence | am ashamed of calling on Him unless | know He will fulfill it.

Abraham said: What did you pray for? The man said: Once by this prayer site, a boy who was extremely
handsome passed by; light was radiating from his forehead; he had long hair, and was herding cattle
and sheep. | liked him very much and asked him to whom those cattle and sheep belonged. He said:
They belong to myself. | asked who he was. He said he was Ismail. The son of Ibrahim, the friend of

Allah. Knowing that he was the son of Ibrahim, the friend of Allah, | prayed to God to see him.
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Abraham said: | am Ibrahim, the friend of Allah and he is my son. The man thanked God and said:

Praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds who has answered my prayer. Then, he kissed Abraham’s



cheeks and embraced him saying: Now | am prepared to invoke God together. Therefore, you pray and |

will say Amen.

Abraham prayed for the believing men and women and invoked God to forgive believers from that day till
the Day of Judgment and to be pleased with them.

Imam Bager said: That prayer will include the sinful among believers and our shiites (followers) till the

Day of Judgment.
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Abraham’s Demise

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Ali that when God decided to take the soul of Abraham to
Him, He sent the angel of death to him. The angel of death greeted him and Abraham greeted him too.
Abraham said: Peace be to you O angel of death! Why are you here? The angel of death said: | am here
to take your soul. Abraham said: Have you ever seen a friend take the life of his friend? At this moment
the angel of death returned to God saying: Did You hear what Your friend said? God said: O angel of
death! Go back to him and say: Have you seen a beloved dislike the visit of his beloved? Truly, the

beloved liked to visit His beloved.
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His Desire For Long Life

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that once Sarah said to Abraham: O Ibrahim! You
have grown old. How good it is to ask God to give you a child to be the light of our eyes, for God

Almighty has chosen you as a friend. He will answer your call if He wills.



Abraham too called on God. It was inspired to him: | will give you a son with knowledge. However, | will
make you exposed to tests and tribulations. After three years, Abraham heard the good mews of the
coming of the son. Then Sarah said: O Ibrahim! You are an old man and your death is near. How good it
is if you ask God to put into oblivion your death and to give you long life so that you will be with us and
be the light of our eyes. Abraham called on God and He too did him a favor. Abraham gave Sarah the
good news that his prayer had been answered.

Sarah said: How good it is to ask God not to take your soul till you yourself wish to die. Abraham asked
God the same. God said: Your desire was fulfilled. Abraham told Sarah of this divine blessing. Sarah

said: Offer your thanks to God, and invite the poor to share the food with you. And so did Abraham.

One of the invited poor was a weak and blind old man. The man was being led by a guide, sat beside
the tablecloth. The blind man stretched his arm for food, took a morsel, and brought it near to his mouth
but his hand was shaking with weakness. The guide took his hand reaching for his mouth. Then the
blind man took another morsel but instead of reaching for his mouth, reached for his forehead. Abraham
was watching this scene. He asked the blind man’s guide about it and he said it was all due to old age
and weakness. Abraham said to himself: O Ibrahim you will be like him when you grow old. Following
this event, Abraham invoked God saying: O God! Take my soul as You have destined, for | do not need

long life anymore.
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His Long Prostration

Imam Sadeq was asked: For what reason Prophet Abraham was chosen as God’s fried. The Imam said:

Because of his long prostration on the earth.
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The First One Who Fought In The Cause Of God

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Musa that the holy Prophet said: The first man who fought
in the cause of Allah was Abraham, for Prophet Lot was taken captive by the Romans but Abraham

defeated them and liberated Lot.
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His Zeal

Imam Sadeq has reported that when Prophet Abraham broke Nemrud’s idols, he was thrown into fire
and. When he was unharmed, Nemrud ordered to have them (lbrahim, Sarah and Lot) expelled from
their land and confiscate their property. Arguing with them, Abraham said: Now that you have seized my
horses and property, you should return to me all my life spent in your town. Then this case was referred
to law court. The judge said: The right is with Ibrahim. So let him go and return to him his horses and
property. Therefore, Abraham and Lot left their land for Damascus and Beitol Mogaddass.
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Based on his zeal, Abraham made a case, placed Sarah therein, locked the door, and left Nemrud’s



territory till he reached a land where a Coptic king by the name of Ararah was ruling. When Abraham
reached the tithe site, the man in charge asked him to open the case so as to charge Ibrahim for its
content. Abraham said: Say whatever you wish of gold and silver as tithe so that we will give you but let
me not open this case. The man in charge of levying tithe did not accept and the infuriated Abraham had
to open it. When Sarah who enjoyed much beauty became manifest, the man said: Who is she?
Abraham said: She is my honor and my cousin.

The man said: | will not let you leave this place unless | will inform the king of you and her. The man
sent an emissary to the king and he knew about it. The king sent an emissary to take the case to him.
Abraham said: | will not leave the case. So they took him with the case to the king who said: Open the
case! Abraham said: | will not open it for, my honor and my cousin is therein and | will sacrifice myself
and whatever | have for it. The king became angry to see Abraham not opening the case. Seeing Sarah,
the king could not help reaching out his hand for her. Turning away his face out of zeal, Abraham said:
O God! Keep his hand off my honor and cousin. So the king’s hand could neither touch her nor be
withdrawn to himself. The king said: Has your God done it to me? Abraham said: Yes, my God is
zealous and dislikes what is unlawful. The king said to him: Call on your God to heal my withered hand
in which case | will not molest her. Abraham said: O God! Heal his hand so that he will not molest my
honor. And God healed his hand.

The king came to Sarah and reached out his hand for her once again. Based on his zeal, Abraham
turned away his face saying: O God! Keep off his hand! His hand withered immediately and did not
touch Sarah. The king said to Abraham: Your God is zealous. You too are zealous. Ask your god to heal
my hand. If He does so, | will not do it again. Abraham said: Are you sure you will not do it again? The
King said: Yes. Then Abraham said: O God! Heal his hand if he is truthful. His hand was healed at

Abraham’s request.
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His Feeding Of People And Midnight Prayer

It has been reported on the authority of the holy Prophet that God chose Abraham as his friend due to

his feeding of people and performing midnight prayer while people were asleep.
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The First Person Who Hoisted Banner

Imam Bager said: The first person who hoisted banner was Prophet Abraham with the inscription, "There

is no god but Allah"
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Abraham’s "Zekr" In Mangonel

When they placed Abraham in mangonel to throw him into fire, he recited the following: There is no god
but You, praise is due to You, the Lord of the worlds, for You is praise, for you is the Kingdom and there

is no partner for You.
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Then they threw him into fire by mangonel.



The Zekr Which Saved Abraham

It has been reported that Abraham was saved only by reciting the "Zekr" "Allah is sufficient for me and
most Excellent is the Protector." By reciting the above ‘Zekr’ God said: " O fire! Be a comfort and peace

to Ibrahim."
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His Looking For Guests

Abraham never started the morning or evening without having guests and on most occasions he walked

as much as two miles in order to find someone to be his guest.
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His Prayer For Help From Allah

When Abraham was expelled from Nemrud’s Kingdom and entered another kingdom and the king’s men
took him to the king, he rose up and performed prayer invoking God to keep him and his family from the
evil of the king. In the mean tine, when Sarah was about to be molested by the king, she performed

ablution and prayer and started to supplicate.
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Prostration Of Thanks

When Ismail was born, God gave Abraham the good news of having a son by the name of Isaac (Ishaq)

from Sarah. He immediately fell into prostration of thanks.
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Unconditional Obedience To God

God ordered Abraham to sacrifice his son. In compliance with God’s order, Abraham made him lie on his

face and then God ransomed him with a great sacrifice.
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'O my son! Surely | have seen in a dream that | should sacrifice you; Consider then what you say.
He said: O my father! Do what you are commanded; if Allah please, you will find me of the patient
ones. So when they both submitted and he threw him down upon his forehead, and We called out
to him saying: O Ibrahim! You have indeed shown the truth of the vision; surely thus do We
reward the doers of good: Most surely this is a manifest trial. And We ransomed him with a great
sacrifice." (37:102- 107)
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Mocking At Artificial Gods

Azar used to make idols which people worshipped and gave them to Abraham to sell them. Abraham

used to take them to people calling out: "Who wishes to buy something which brings him harm and no
good?" Nobody, of course, would buy anything from him. When he became expert in this job, he would
go to a river dipping their heads into water and saying: Drink! to ridicule people and those who were in

error.
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His Migration From The Land Of Infidelity

Abraham used to invite Azar to his religion saying: O father! Why are you worshipping something which
neither hears nor sees and will not meet any one of your needs. His father refused to accept his son’s
call. Then Abraham and whoever was with him from among his followers decided to keep aloof from
their relatives saying: We hate you and whatever you worship. We do not believe in your artificial gods.

There is hatred and enmity between you and us till you worship the One God.



Then Abraham and Lot left that land. Abraham married Sarah, his cousin to perfect his religion and to
attain peace in his creed till he alighted in the Land of Horraan. He halted and stayed there for a time as

God willed then he left it for Egypt where he settled.
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Abraham’s Initiatives

Ibn-Abbas has reported that Abraham was the first person who received guests, the first person who
sopped bread in soup, the first person who wore sandals, the first person who divided booties, the first
person who fought with sword, the first person who circumcised, the first person was worried by seeing
white hair in his face and said: O Lord! What is this? He said: Dignity. He said: O Lord! Enrich me with
dignity, the first person who performed rituals and this is because he said: O Lord! Show us our rituals,
and his prayer was answered and the first person who sacrificed a lamb in the feast, the first person who
was thrown into fire in the cause of Allah and the fire became a comfort to him, the first Prophet for
whom God made a dead alive saying: O Lord! Show me how you make a dead alive? The first person
who cut his mustache short, the first person who clipped his nail, the first person who removed pubes,
the first person who brushed his teeth, the first person who parted his hair, the first person who rinsed
his mouth, the first person who rinsed his nostrils, the first person who washed the site of defecation with

water, the first person who migrated for the pleasure and in the path of God.
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Nomenclature Of Abraham

Sheikh Sadooq has quoted knowledgeable people as saying: Abraham was so called because he
endeavored and did good deeds. It is said that he endeavored for the hereafter and did not care for the



world.
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His Mornings And Evenings

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Abraham said: In the mornings and evenings, |
start the day while my Lord is Praiseworthy; | start the day while | associate no one with Allah, | do not
call any god beside Allah, | do not take any guardian beside Him. For this reason that he is called a
thankful servant.
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