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8. Stage Eight of The Life Hereafter: Al-Hashr,
The Gathering

Al-Hashr, The Gathering
daal!

It starts when one comes out of his grave, having a new form with which he is not familiar, and it is one
of the three most critical times through which a human being has to go. Prophet Isa (Jesus Christ),
peace be with him, refers to these three stages during which he will see nothing but peace as we read in
verse 33 of Surat Maryam, a chapter in the Holy Qur'an named after his saintly mother, Maryam (Mary),
where Jesus is quoted by the Almighty as saying on the very first day when he was born, a miracle
which testified to his extra-ordinary birth to an extra-ordinary Lady, the Mistress of the world of her time,

the following:

“So peace is upon me the day | was born, the day I die, and the day | shall be raised up to life
(again)!” (Quran, 19:33).

In Surat al-Ma’arij (Chapter 70 of the Holy Qur'an), the Almighty says the following:
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"So leave them to plunge into vain talk and play until they encounter the Day they have been
promised. (It is) the Day on which they will come out of their sepulchers in sudden haste as if
they were rushing to a goal-post (fixed for them), their eyes lowered in dejection, ignominy
covering them (all over). Such is the Day they are promised" (Quran, 70:42-4).
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On p. 111, Vol. 7, of Bihar al-Anwar, we read the following text:
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"In the Hereafter, there will be fifty stations: Each station lasts a thousand years. The first station is
getting out of the grave. People will be confined in it for a thousand years barefoot, hungry and thirsty.
Whoever comes out of his grave believing in Allah, in Paradise and Hell, in the Accounting and the
Judgment, admitting Allah as the Lord, believing in His Prophet and in what Allah Almighty had revealed

to him, will be saved from hunger and thirst."

The Holy Qur'an refers to these fifty thousand years in the following verse:
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"The angels and the spirit ascend to Him in a Day whose measure is fifty thousand years" (Quran,
70:4).

In Nahjul-Balagha, the Commander of the Faithful Ali (¢) says the following:
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"It is the Day on which Allah gathers the early generations and the last to discuss settling accounts and
to reward good deeds. People will be submissive as they stand stifled by sweat, the earth having shaken
underneath their feet. The best condition among them all is one who can find a foothold and a space."
Obviously, the reckoning will take place on the same earth on which humans have been living for many
years, but the earth will not be the same: All mountains will be then be flattened, all water in the seas
and the oceans would have been turned into fire: The oxygen will be separated from the hydrogen and

set ablaze:
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"When the mountains vanish (like a mirage); when the she-camels, ten months with young, are
left untended; when the wild beasts are gathered together, and when the oceans boil over with a



swell” (Quran, 81:3-6).

Notice the verse saying: "And when the wild beasts are gathered together” which indicates that the
Day of Gathering will not be confined to humans but also to animals as well:

All those who, without a justifiable cause, harmed these animals will have to account for their sins on
that horrific Day, and this proves to you how Islam cares so much not only about humans but also about
animals. One can write a book about "animal rights in Islam" and compare these rights with the abuse
these servants of the Almighty receive at the hands of either ignorant or selfish humans, but let us not
get into that now. As for the last verse, No. 6, the one referring to the oceans "boiling over with a swell’, |
think it is a weak translation of what should be something like this: "And when the oceans are set
ablaze."

The earth will be flattened in order to make room for all billions of humans and animals and perhaps
birds as well; it will be like a thin disk. Mentor al-Kulayni, as cited on p. 197, Vol. 7 of Bihar al-Anwar,

quotes Imam al-Bagqir (¢) as saying:
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"Allah, the most Blessed and the most Exalted One, will send on the Judgment Day people out of their
graves: Their hands are tied to their necks to the extent they cannot take an iota of anything in their
hands. The angels will be with them chastising them harshly and saying: "These (folks) prevented the
doing of small acts of goodness while plenty was at their disposal. These are the ones whom Allah
granted out of His boons, yet they did not pay what belonged to Allah from their wealth."

In the same reference and on the same page, mentor as-Saduq quotes the Messenger of Allah (<) as
saying the following in a lengthy tradition:
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"If one drives a wedge between two persons, Allah sends a fire in his grave that burns him till the
Judgment Day. Once he gets out of his grave, Allah will send on him a black snake that will tear his flesh

apart till he enters hell." The Prophet (=) is also quoted in the same reference as having said:
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"If one fills his eyes with looking at a stranger woman, Allah will gather him on the Judgment Day nailed
with nails of fire till Allah judges among the people. He will then rule to throw that man into the fire of

hell." He (=) is also quoted on the next page of the same reference as having said the following:
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"One who drinks wine will be gathered on the Judgment Day with a black face, his eyes are dark and
slanted, his mouth twisted, saliva pouring down his mouth and his tongue sticking out of his back."
Sheikh as-Saduq, as stated on p. 198 of the same reference cited above, has quoted Imam as-Sadiq

(¢) as saying:
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"If one removes the worry and the agony of another believer, Allah will remove from him the worries and
the agonies of the Hereafter, and he shall come out of his grave with a happy and cooled heart." Both
al-Kulayni and as-Saduq, as stated in the same reference, narrate a lengthy tradition from Sadeer, the

money exchanger, citing Imam as-Sadiq (¢) saying:
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"Allah gathers a believer, once he is out of his grave, in the company of an image and a like form.
Whenever the believer sees horror in the Hereafter, the image says to him, "Do not worry and do not
grieve, for you have the glad tidings from the most Merciful One." He keeps telling him such glad tidings
till he takes his place for the judgment. Allah will then be easy on him as He judges him. He will order
him to be lodged in Paradise. The image will still be standing in front of him, so the believer will ask it,
"May Allah have mercy on you! You have been a good companion to me: You came out with me from
the grave and continued to give me glad tidings of happiness and honor from Allah Almighty till this
became a reality for me; so, who are you?!" The image will answer him saying, "l am the pleasure which
you entered into the heart of your believing brother in the temporary life, and Allah created me so | may

inform you of the continuous happiness and incessant pleasure."

On p. 168, Vol. 7 and p. 380, Vol. 74 of the same reference, mentor al-Kulayni narrates saying that
Imam as-Sadiq (¢) has also said:
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"One who gives his believing brother an outfit for the winter or for the summer obligates Allah to clothe
him from the outfits of Paradise, removes the hardships of death from him, expands his grave for him
and the angels convey the glad tiding to him when he comes out of his grave as referred to in this

sacred verse:

'The angels welcome them saying: This is your Day which Allah promised you!' (Quran, 21:103)."
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