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A Spell for the Bewitched

Sahl b. Muhammad b. Sahl narrated from ‘Abd Rabbihi b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim from Ibn Aruma from
lbn Muskan from al-Halabi, who said: I asked Abu ‘Abd Allah, peace be upon him, about spells (al-
nashra) for the bewitched. He said: “My father, peace be upon him, did not see any harm in it.”

From Muhammad b. Muslim who said: Abu ‘Abd Allah, peace be upon him, dictated this invocation to us
saying that it was an inheritance and that it would neutralize spells. ‘Write it on a paper and fasten it on
to the bewitched person:

Musa said, What you have brought is spells. God will assuredly bring it to naught. God sets not
right the work of those who do corruption. God verifies the truth by His words, though sinners be
averse (10:81-2). What, are you stronger in constitution or the heaven He built? He lifted up its
vault, and levelled it (79:28). So the truth came to pass, and false was proved what they were
doing. So they were vanquished there, and they turned about, humbled. And the sorcerers were
cast down, bowing themselves. They said, We believe in the Lord of all Being, the Lord of Musa
and Harun (7:118-22).’
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