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Beware: Satan’s Whispers

A common argument is that there is no point in reading, let alone memorising, the Holy Qur’an if we do
not understand it, and that the language is foreign to us. This, of course, is one of many forms of
demotivating sophistries by the master of fallacies, Satan. Subtle, yet convincing. Plausible, yet
fallacious. Imam Khomeini, may his soul rest in peace, states that

We imagine that recitation without insight has no effect –this is the whisper of Satan.

Had it not been for worship and piety, Satan would have been amongst the noblest, and behind the
Divinely Guided (as), Satan would be most knowledgeable of creations in all forms of sciences. With that
knowledge, and having sworn to be the enemy of mankind, the tools at the disposal of Satan, the
cursed, is far greater than imaginable, and he should always be expected to be waiting in ambush for
the next opportunity.

و هِملائن شَمعو هِمانميا نعو هِمخَلْف نمو دِيهِميا نين بم منَّهيت ثُم يمتَقساطَكَ الْمرص مدَنَّ لَهقْع تَنيغْوا افَبِم قَال
رِينشَاك مهثَركتَجِدُ ا

Satan Said, 'Now, for Thy perverting me, I shall surely sit in ambush for them on Thy straight
path; then I shall come on them from before them and from behind them, from their right hands
and their left hands; Thou wilt not find most of them thankful.' (Al-A’raf 7:17-18)

Be on guard!

Always. Even at times when one feels that finally they have started to climb the mountain of spirituality.
For it could be an illusion, a decoration of our deeds, a deception of the time, and one that can lead to a
greater loss. And we must also be on guard that the actions we think are pious and good, and performed
in the name of religion, may not be according to the commands of the Creator. We must always question
our actions lest they be decorated in a way that makes us believe something which is not.

رِينصتَبسانُوا مكو بِيلالس نع مدَّهفَص مالَهمعطَانُ االشَّي ملَه نزَيو
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…and Satan decked out fair to them their works, and barred them from the way, though they saw
clearly. (Al-Ankabut 29:39)

فَلَو اذْ جاءهم باسنَا تَضرعوا ولَـٰن قَست قُلُوبهم وزَين لَهم الشَّيطَانُ ما كانُوا يعملُونَ

..if only, when Our might came upon them, they had been humble! But their hearts were hard,
and Satan decked out fair to them what they were doing. (Al-A’nam 6:43)

Is it a wonder why so many narrations confirm the need to start any task in the Name of Allah, reciting
the first Ayah of the Holy Qur’an.

يمحالر ـٰنمحالر اللَّـه مبِس

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful. (Al-Fatiha 1:1)

Yet, when wanting to recite the Holy Qur’an, we must first seek refuge from the cursed Satan?

جِيمطَانِ الرالشَّي نم هذْ بِالتَعآنَ فَاسالْقُر تاذَا قَرفَا

So when you recite the Qur'an, [first] seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the expelled [from His
mercy]. (An-Nahl 16:98)

Satan will do everything to take you away from reciting the Holy Qur’an, finding every excuse, and
showing you every temptation. Phones will ring, messages start coming in on social media, and lucrative
deals and opportunities will be put before you.

Take heed, this is the work of Satan, the Cursed one, tempting us away from the duty on hand.
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