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Traditions narrated by the Sunnis

Chapter 4: Twelve imams determined by Allah
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(1) Abu Sulayman bin Hawtha al-Bahili narrated from Ibraheem bin Iss’haq an-Nahawandi from Abu
Muhammad Abdullah bin Hammad al-Ansari from Amr bin Shimr from al-Mubarak bin Fudhala that al-

Hasan bin Abul Hasan al-Basri had said:

“Gabriel came to the Prophet (S) and said: “O Muhammad! Allah orders you to marry Fatima to your
brother Ali.” The Prophet (S) sent for Ali and said to him: “O Ali, | will marry my daughter Fatima, the
head lady of the women of the world and the most beloved one to me, to you and there will be from you
(your offspring) the two masters of the martyrs of Paradise, the oppressed bloodstained martyrs on the
earth after me and the highborn progeny, with whom Allah will defeat injustice, revive the truth and finish
off the untruth. Their number is like the number of the months of a year. Behind the last one of them

Prophet Jesus the son of Blessed Virgin Mary (as) will offer the prayer.”1
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(2) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah bin Younus al-Moossili narrated from Muhammad bin Ja'far from Ahmad
bin Muhammad bin Khalid from Abu Hashim Dawood bin al-Qassim al-Ja’fari that Imam Abu Ja'far
Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir (as) had narrated from his fathers (as):

“One day Amirul Mo’mineen came with his son al-Hasan and Salman al-Farisi where Amirul Mo’mineen
was leaning on Salman’s hand. They came into the mosque and sat down. A handsome and neat man
came, greeted Amirul Mo'mineen and sat before him. He said: “O Amirul Mo'mineen, | want to ask you
three questions.”

Amirul Mo'mineen said: “Ask whatever you like.”

The man said: “Would you tell me if man sleeps where his soul goes to? How does man remember and
forget? How do man’s children look like their uncles; their father’s brothers and mother’s brothers?”

Amirul Mo'mineen (as) turned to his son al-Hasan (as) and said to him: “O Abu Muhammad, answer

him!”

Imam al-Hasan (as) said to the man:
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“As for your question that when man sleeps whereto his soul goes, his soul is hanging in the air until he
moves during his wake, so when Allah permits that that soul is to go back to the body, the soul attracts
the air to settle in its body but if Allah does not permit that soul to get back to that body, the air will

attract the soul away from the body until the Day of Resurrection.
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But as for what you asked about remembering and forgetting, the heart of man has been created to
comply with the truth and there is a cover on the truth. If he prays Allah to have blessing upon
Muhammad and his family in a perfect way, that cover will be removed from upon the truth and the heart
will shine then one will remember what he has forgotten but if he does not pray Allah to have blessing
upon Muhammad and his family or his prayer is imperfect, the cover will get closed on the truth and the

heart will be dark and then he will forget what he has remembered.
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As about a newborn baby that looks like the uncles, if a man goes to bed with his wife with calm heart,
tranquil nerves and undisturbed body, his sperm will settle inside the womb and the baby will looks like
either its father or its mother. If a man goes to bed with his wife with upset heart, unquiet nerves and
disturbed body, the sperm also will upset and fall on some veins. If it falls on a vein of the father’s
brothers, the baby will look like the father’s brothers and if it falls on a vein of the mother’s brothers, the

baby will look like the mother’s brothers.”
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The man said: “I witness that there is no god but Allah and | will keep on that. | witness that Muhammad
is the messenger of Allah and | will keep on that. (He pointed to Imam Ali (as) with his hand and said) |
witness that you are the guardian of the messenger of Allah and the successor of his authority and | will
keep on it. (He pointed to Imam al-Hasan (as) and said) | witness that you are his guardian and the
successor of his authority and | will keep on it. | witness that al-Husayn bin Ali is his (al-Hasan’s)
guardian and the successor of his authority and | will keep on that. | witness that Ali bin al-Husayn is the
guardian of al-Husayn. | witness that Muhammad bin Ali is the guardian of Ali bin al-Husayn. | witness
that Ja'far is the guardian of Muhammad (bin Ali). | witness that Musa is the guardian of Ja'far. | witness
that Ali (bin Musa) is the guardian of Musa. | witness that Muhammad (bin Ali bin Musa) is the guardian
of Ali (bin Musa). | witness that Ali (bin Muhammad) is the guardian of Muhammad. | witness that al-
Hasan is the guardian of Ali and | witness that a man from among the offspring of al-Husayn, who is not
named or surnamed until he appears by the will of Allah to spread justice allover the earth after it has
been filled with injustice and oppression, is the guardian of al-Hasan bin Ali. Peace, mercy and blessing

of Allah be upon you, O Amirul Mo'mineen.”
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Then he left. Then Amirul Mo'mineen said to Imam al-Hasan: “O Abu Muhammad, follow after him and
see where he goes to!” Imam al-Hasan said: “I followed after him, but since he put his leg out of the
gate of the mosque | could not know where he disappeared. | came back and told Amirul Mo'mineen
(as). He said to me: “O Abu Muhammad, do you know who he is?” | said: “No, Allah, His messenger

and Amirul Mo'mineen are more aware.” He said: “He is al-Khidr (as).”
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(3) Muhammad bin Ya’goob al-Kulayni narrated from some of his companions from Ahmad bin Abdullah



bin Muhammad bin Khalid al-Barqi from al-Hasan bin al-Abbas bin al-Huraysh from Abu Ja'far

Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir (as) from his fathers (as) that Amirul Mo'mineen (as) had said to ibn Abbas:

“The Night of Predestination comes every year. In this night all that concerns the year and that will occur
is revealed. This matter has guardians after the Prophet (S).”

lbn Abbas asked, “O Amirul Mo'mineen, who are they?” He said:

“l and eleven ones of my progeny; divinely inspired imams.”2
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(4) Muhammad bin Ya’goob narrated from Ali bin Muhammad from Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Khalid
from Nasr bin Muhammad bin Qaboos from Mansoor bin as-Sindi from Abu Dawood al-Mustarraq from
Tha’laba bin Maymoon from Malik al-Juhani from al-Harith bin al-Mugheera that al-Asbugh bin Nabata
had said: “One day | came to Imam Ali (as) and | found him pondering and scratching up the ground. |

said: “O Amirul Mo'mineen, you are scratching up the ground. Do you like it (the ground)?” He said:

“No, by Allah. | have not liked it nor have | liked this worldly life a moment. But | am pondering on
someone that will be born from my progeny. He will be the eleventh son of mine (descendant-eleventh
successor in the imamate). He will be al-Mahdi, who will spread justice and equity allover the world after
it has been filled with injustice and oppression. There will be confusion and disappearance for him.

Some people will go astray and others will be guided.”
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| said: “O Amirul Mo'mineen, how long will that confusion and that disappearance last?”
He said: “A period of time.”

| said: “Will that really occur?”

He said: “Yes, it will. It has already been determined.”

| said: “Shall | be alive until that time?

He said: “How far it is to you, O Asbugh! Those (the companions of al-Mahdi) are the best of this umma
with the pure ones of the Prophet’s progeny.”

| said: “Then what will happen after that?”

He said: “Then Allah will do what He wills. He has wills, wishes and ends.”3
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(5) Musa bin Muhammad al-Qummi Abul Qassim told me in Shiraz in 313 AH., from Sa’d bin Abdullah



al-Ash’ari from Bakr bin Salih from Abdurrahman bin Salim from Abu Baseer that Abu Abdullah Ja'far bin
Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) had said: “My father said to Jabir bin Abdullah al-Ansari: “I need you for
something. Whenever you are not busy, let me be alone with you to ask you about something.” Jabir
said: “Whenever you like!” One day he was alone with him. He said to him: “O Jabir, tell me about the
tablet you have seen in the hand of Fatima, the Prophet’s daughter (as). What has my mother Fatima
(as) told you about that has been written in that tablet?”
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Jabir said: “I swear by Allah, Whom there is no god other than, that | had come to your mother Fatima
(as) when the Prophet (S) was alive to congratulate her for the birth of al-Husayn (as) and | found a
green tablet in her hand. | thought it was of emerald. It had a white writing like the light of the sun. | said
to her: “My father and mother may be sacrificed for you! What is this tablet?” She said: “This tablet has
been gifted by Allah the Almighty to His messenger (as). It has the names of my father, my husband, my
two sons and the names of the guardians of my grandsons. My father has given it to me to make me
delighted with it.” Jabir said: “Your mother Fatima (as) gave it to me. | read it and copied it.” My father
(as) said to him: “O Jabir, would you show it to me?” Jabir replied: “Yes.” My father (as) went with Jabir
to his house. My father took out a tablet of leather and said to Jabir: “Look at the book with you until |
read to you from my tablet.” My father read to him and there was no even one letter different from Jabir’s
book. Jabir said: “I swear by Allah that | have seen the following written in the tablet:
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(In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. This is a book from Allah, the Mighty, the Wise to His
messenger, His light, His screen, His deputy and His guide Muhammad. The Archangel Gabriel has
revealed it from the Lord of the worlds. O Muhammad, glorify My attributes, be grateful to My blessings
and do not deny them. | am Allah. There is no god but Me. | am the Destroyer of the arrogants, the
Supporter of the oppressed, the Master of the Day of Judgement and | am Allah; there is no god but Me.
Whoever expects for other than My favor or fears other than My justice, | will subject him to such a

torment that | will never torture any one of people with; therefore worship Me and rely on Me.
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| have never sent a messenger unless | have appointed his guardian when his days were about to end. |
have preferred you to all of the prophets. | have preferred your guardian to all of the guardians. | have
granted you with your two grandsons; al-Hasan and al-Husayn. | have made al-Hasan the vessel of My
knowledge after the end of his father’s time and made al-Husayn the essence of My revelation and so |
have honored him with martyrdom and concluded his life with happiness. He is the best of those, who
are martyred for the sake of Me. He has the highest rank among the martyrs near Me. | have put My
perfect Word with him and My irrefutable proof near him. By the means of his progeny | reward and

punish.
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The first of them is Ali, the master of the worshippers and the best of My previous saints. His son has
the same name of his praiseworthy grandfather; Muhammad al-Bagir, who gets deep through My
knowledge and wisdom. Those, who doubt Ja'far, will perish. One, who denies him, as if denies Me. It is
a promise of Me that | will honor the abode of Ja'far. | will make him pleased with his followers and
assistants. After him there will be a dark sedition. Definitely the thread of My guidance will never be cut
and My proof will never disappear. My saints will drink with the full cup. They are My deputies on the
earth. Whoever denies any one of them, denies My favors and whoever changes a verse of My Book
fabricates lies against Me.
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Woe unto the fabricators and deniers when the time of My slave, beloved and choice Musa has elapsed.
He, who mistrusts him, as if he has mistrusted all My loyal saints. He is My guardian and supporter and
it is he, whom | try with the burdens of prophethood. After him is My deputy Ali bin Musa ar-Redha. He
will be killed by an arrogant devil. He will be buried in the city, which has been built by My benevolent



slave (Alexander the Great) Thul Qarnayn. The best of My people is buried beside the worst of My
people.4 It is My promise that | will delight his eyes with his son Muhammad; the caliph after him and the
heir of his knowledge. He is the vessel of My knowledge, the trustee of My secret and My proof and

authority before My people.
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| have made Paradise as his abode and have accepted his intercession for seventy thousand ones of his
relatives, who all deserve to be in Hell. | will end the life of his son Ali with contentment. He is My
guardian and supporter. He is My witness among My people and the trustee, to whom My revelation is
entrusted. | will make his son al-Hasan a propagandist for My mission and a keeper of My knowledge.
Then | will complete that with his son; My mercy to My peoples. He has the perfection of Moses, the
beauty of Jesus Christ and the patience of Ayyoob (Job). In his time my saints are despised and their
heads fall like the heads of the Turks and the Daylams.5 They are killed and burned. They are always
afraid. The ground is dyed with their bloods. Grief and wail spread among their women. Those are my
real saints and | have to rid them of every dark sedition and all loads and restrictions. (Those are they on
whom are blessings and mercy from their Lord, and those are the followers of the right course).6

Abu Baseer said: “If you have not heard along your age except of this tradition, it will have sufficed you.

You are to keep it secret except for those, who are qualified for it.”7
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(6) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Oqda al-Kufi narrated from Yahya bin Zakariyya bin Shayban
from Ali bin Sayf bin Omayra from Abban bin Uthman from Zurara from Imam Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as)
from his fathers (as) that the Prophet (S) had said:

“From among my progeny there will be twelve inspired men.”

A man called Abdullah bin Zayd, who was the foster-brother of Ali bin al-Husayn as-Sajjads (as), said

to him (to Imam al-Bagqjir): “Glory be to Allah! Inspired!” as if he denied that.

Imam Abu Ja'far al-Baqjir (as) said to him: “By Allah, the son of your mother -he meant Ali bin al-

Husayn (as)- was indeed inspired.”9
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(7) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Abu Abdullah bin Ja'far al-Himyari from Ahmad bin Hilal
from Muhammad bin Abu Omayr from Sa'eed bin Ghazwan from Abu Baseer from Abu Abdullah as-
Sadiq (as) from his fathers (as) that the Prophet (S) had said:

“Allah the Almighty has chosen a thing from every thing. He has chosen Mecca from the earth, the
mosque from Mecca and the place, in which the Kaaba is, from the mosque. He has chosen the females
from among the cattle and the ewe from among the sheep. He has chosen Friday from among the days,
Ramadan from among the months and the Night of Predestination from among the nights. He has
chosen the Hashimites10 from among the peoples, has chosen me and Ali from among the Hashimites,
has chosen al-Hasan and al-Husayn from me and Ali and then He completed the twelve imams from
the progeny of al-Husayn. The ninth of them (of al-Husayn’s progeny) is the hidden and the apparent
and the best of them. He is the expected imam.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Hammam and Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin
Jumhoor from al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin Jumhoor from Ahmad bin Hilal from Muhammad bin Abu

Omayr from Sa'eed bin Ghazwan from Imam Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as). 11
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(8) From the book of Sulaym bin Qayss al-Hilali12 there was a tradition narrated by Ahmad bin
Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Ogda, Muhammad bin Hammam bin Suhayl and Abdul Aziz and Abdul
Wahid the sons of Abdullah bin Younus al-Moossili from their companions; Abdurrazak bin Hammam,

Ma’mar bin Rashid, Abban bin Abu Ayyash and Sulaym bin Qayss.
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From another way the tradition was narrated by Haroon bin Muhammad from Ahmad bin Obaydillah bin
Ja'far bin al-Mu’alla al-Hamadani from Abul Hasan Amr bin Jami’ bin Amr bin Harb al-Kindi from
Abdullah bin al-Mubarak from Abdurrazak bin Hammam from Ma’mar from Abban bin Abu Ayyash from
Sulaym bin Qayss al-Hilali. Abban said that he also had heard it from Umar bin Abu Salama. Ma’'mar
said that Abu Haroon al-Abdi had also heard it from Umar bin Abu Salama that Sulaym had said:
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“When Mo’awiya sent for Abud Darda’ and Abu Hurayra, while we were with Amirul Mo'mineen (as) in
(the battle of) Siffeen, and gave them a letter to be given to Amirul Mo'mineen Ali (as), Imam Ali said to
the two messengers after receiving the letter: “You informed me of what Mo’awiya have sent with you.

Then listen to me and inform him of what | shall say to you.”
They said: “Yes, we do.”

Imam Ali (as) replied with a long answer until he mentioned the matter when the Prophet (S) had
appointed him (Imam Ali) in Ghadeer Khum as the guardian and the caliph after him (after the Prophet)

according to the order of Allah. He said:
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“When this verse “Only Allah is your guardian and His Messenger and those who believe, those
who keep up prayers and pay the poor-rate while they bow,”13 was revealed to the Prophet (S), the
people asked him: “O messenger of Allah, does it concern some of the believers particularly or the all in
general?” Then Allah ordered His messenger to declare for them the guardian, whom Allah had chosen,
and to explain for them the matter of guardianship as he had explained the matters of prayer, zakat,
fasting and hajj. Imam Ali (as) said: “The Prophet (S) appointed me (as guardian) in Khum14 and said:

“Allah the Almighty has revealed to me something, which my chest became unable to bear and | thought
that people would not believe me if | announced, then Allah threatened me either to announce it or He

would punish me.”
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He ordered his companions to call for the prayer. He led them in offering the Dhuhr15 prayer and then
he asked Ali to get up. He said to the people very loudly: “O people, Allah is my guardian and | am the
guardian of the believers. | am worthier of them than themselves. Whoever | am his guardian, Ali is to be

his guardian. O Allah, support whomsoever supports him and be the enemy of whoever opposes him!”
Salman al-Farisi got up and said: “O messenger of Allah, what guardianship is it?”

The Prophet (S) said: “Whoever that | am worthier of than himself, has to consider Ali as worthier of him

than himself.”
Then Allah revealed, “This day have | perfected your religion for you, completed My favour upon

you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.”16
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Salman said: “O messenger of Allah, have these verses been revealed about Ali?”
The Prophet (S) said: “About him and about my guardians until the Day of Resurrection.”

Salman asked: “O messenger of Allah, would you please tell me about them?”

The Prophet (S) said: “They are my brother, guardian, son-in-low, heir, the caliph of my umma and the
guardian of every believer after me, Ali and eleven imams of my progeny; the first of them is my son
Hasan then my son Husayn and then nine imams from al-Husayn’s progeny one after the other. They
are with the Qur'an and the Qur'an is with them. They will never part with it nor will it part with them until

they will come to me at the pond in Paradise.”
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Twelve men from among those, who had fought with the Prophet (S) in the battle of Badr, got up and
said: “O Amirul Mo'mineen, we witness that we have heard this from the Prophet (S) exactly as you say

no word more no word less.”

The rest of companions (of Badr) said: “We have memorized the most of what you said but not all of it.
These twelve men are the best of us.”

Imam Ali (as) said: “You are right. Not all of the people can memorize everything. Some are better than
the others (in memorizing).”

From among those twelve men four men; Abul Haytham bin at-Tayhan, Abu Ayyoob, Ammar and
Khuzayma bin Thabit got up and said: “We witness that we have memorized the saying of the Prophet

(S) then. He said while he was standing up and Ali was standing beside him:
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“O people! Allah has ordered me to appoint for you an imam, who will be my guardian among you and
the successor in my family and my umma after me. Allah has imposed upon the believers, In His Book,
to obey him and ordered them to submit to him. | said: O my God! | fear that the hypocrites may not

believe me. Then He threatened me either to inform of it or He would punish me.

O people, Allah has ordered you in His Book to offer prayers, which | have explained to you. He has
ordered you of zakat and fasting, which also | have explained to you. He has ordered you, in His Book,
of the guardianship and | call you, O people, to witness that this concerns particularly this (Ali) and the
guardians of my progeny and his progeny. The first of them is my son al-Hasan then al-Husayn and
nine of al-Husayn’s progeny. They will never part with the Book until they come to me at the pond (in

Paradise).
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O people, | have informed you of your resort, your imam, guardian and guide after me. He is Ali bin Abu
Talib. He is my brother and he is among you as | have been among you. Entrust him with your religion
and obey him in all of your affairs. He has all what Allah has taught me. Allah has ordered me to teach it
to him and to inform you that he has learned it. Ask him and learn from him and from his guardians. Do
not try to teach them. Do not precede them and do not lag behind them because they are with the truth
and the truth is with them. They never part with the truth nor will it part with them.”
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Then Imam Ali (as) said to Abud Darda’, Abu Hurayra and those around him:

“O people, do you know that when Allah revealed in His Book, “Allah only desires to keep away the
uncleanness from you, O people of the House! and to purify you a (thorough) purifying, 17 the
Prophet (S) gathered me, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn with him under one garment and said: “O Allah,
these are my beloved family, my weighty thing | have left and the people of my house. O Allah, keep
away the uncleanness from them and purify them.”

Umm Salama18 said: “And Me!”

The Prophet (S) said: “You will be of a pleasant fate. This verse has been revealed concerning me, my
brother Ali, my daughter Fatima, my sons al-Hasan and al-Husayn and nine ones of al-Husayn’s
progeny and no one else.”

e JUs ol o liian LS liang 4l Jsu, Wlad celliy Utian i A o aguia 11518 Golal! S s



el 8osm 3 I3l all 5 ¢y palai i
sl 0 Sl ity 0 1551 A 15365 1T Sl Gl

PSC 5 0 il &l e 1 A be ol 3 Kl B G (SR 53 7 aulin 35l i Tsdala

B3N 15175 Ball 15l 1 Lol e 2104 168605 (Sie 1l (5l & sSH 13n 35 Ji8 fa CaaLia
Sl o Jsadl a8 1 (<Y 53 Il 1ganiey

Most of people available there got up and said: “We witness that Umm Salama has narrated this for us.

We asked the Prophet (S) and he confirmed what Umm Salama had narrated.”

Imam Ali (as) said: “Do you not know that Allah has revealed in the sura of al-Hajj these verses, “O you
who believe! bow down and prostrate yourselves and serve your Lord, and do good that you may
succeed. And strive hard in (the way of) Allah, (such) a striving a is due to Him; He has chosen
you and has not laid upon you any hardship in religion; the faith of your father Ibraheem; He
named you Muslims before and in this, that the Messenger may be a bearer of witness to you,

and you may be bearers of witness to the people.”19
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And then Salman asked the Prophet (S): “O messenger of Allah, who are these people, whom you are
the witness on and who are the witnesses on people and whom Allah has chosen and has not laid upon
them any hardship in religion; the faith of their father Ibraheem?”



The Prophet (S) said: “Allah has meant by that thirteen persons; me, my brother Ali and eleven ones of

his progeny.”
They said: “Yes, by Allah, we have heard that from the Prophet (S).”

Imam Ali (as) said: “I adjure you before Allah! Have you known that the Prophet (S) has made a speech
that he has not made other speech after it when he said: “O people, | have left among you two things;
the book of Allah and my family. If you keep to them, you will never go astray at all. The Archangel
Gabriel has informed me and promised me that they will never separate until they come to me at the

pond (in Paradise)”?
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They said: “Yes, by Allah, we have witnessed all that from the Prophet (S).”

Then twelve men got up and said: “We witness that when the Prophet (S) made a speech in the last day
of his life, Umar bin al-Khattab got up angrily and said: “O messenger of Allah, all the people of your

house?”

The Prophet (S) said: “No, only my guardians; Ali, my brother, vizier, heir, the caliph of my umma and
the guardian of every believer after me, who is the first of them and the best of them, and then his
guardian after him; my son-he pointed to al-Hasan- then his guardian; my son-he pointed to al-
Husayn- then his guardian, whose name is like the name of my brother (Ali) then his guardian after him,
whose name is like mine then seven ones; his (Muhammad bin Ali’s) son and (six) grandsons one after
the other until they come to me at the pond. They are the witnesses of Allah on His earth and the
authorities over His people. He, who obeys them, obeys Allah and he, who disobeys them, disobeys
Allah.”
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Seventy men, who had fought with the Prophet (S) in the battle of Badr, and nearly the same number of

al-Muhajireen20 got up and said: “You reminded us of what we have forgotten. We witness that we have



heard that from the Prophet (S).”

Abud Darda’ and Abu Hurayra left and told Mo’awiya of all that Imam Ali (as) had said and that the
people had witnessed of.”21
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(9) The same previous series of narrators from Abdurrazak bin Hammam from Ma’mar bin Rashid from
Abban bin Abu Ayyash that Sulaym bin Qayss al-Hilali had said:

“When we were coming back with Amirul Mo'mineen (as) from (the battle of) Siffeen, we stopped for a
time to rest near a monastery. A handsome and neat old man came out of the monastery. He had a
book in his hand. He came to Amirul Mo'mineen, greeted him and said: “| am from the progeny of one of
the disciples of Jesus Christ (as). He was the best of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ and the most
beloved one to him. Jesus Christ (as) had entrusted him with his wills, given him his books and taught
him his knowledge and wisdom. The progeny of this disciple had been still keeping to the faith of Jesus

Christ. They had never disbelieved or apostatized from his religion.
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The books are still with me. They had been written by the hand of our forefather according to the
dictation of Jesus Christ (as) himself. Every thing that would happen after him had been mentioned in
these books and the names of all the kings, who would rule after him, one after the other. It had been
mentioned that Allah the Almighty would send a man from among the Arabs as a prophet. He would be
from the progeny of Ishmael the son of Abraham. He would be from a land called Tehama and a village
called Mecca. His name would be Ahmad. He would have twelve names. His advent, birth, emigration,
who would fight him, who would support him, who would be his enemies, how long he would live and
what his umma would face after him until Jesus Christ (as) would descend from the Heaven had been
mentioned in these books.
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The names of thirteen men of the progeny of Ishmael the son of Abraham had been mentioned in the
book and that they were the best of all of the peoples and the most beloved ones to Allah. Allah would
be the guardian of whoever believed in them and would be the enemy of whoever opposed them.
Whoever obeyed them would be guided and whoever disobeyed them would go astray. Obeying them
would mean obeying Allah and disobeying them would mean disobeying Allah.

Everything about them had been mentioned such as their names, lineage, aspects, how long each one
of them would live, how many ones of them would conceal their faith before their people and which one
of them would appear and then all the peoples would submit to him until Jesus Christ (as) would
descend from the Heaven and then he (Jesus Christ) would offer prayers behind him and would say:
“You are the imams and no one is to precede you.” Then he would advance to lead the people in
offering the prayer and Jesus Christ (as) would stand behind him in the first row.

mlmﬁ@%‘*‘lm'dﬁ-‘“‘)—rﬂ&mljﬂg&iégﬁfjﬁgﬁf&‘d\s—MMi3¢A;AJﬁJJT
OS5 13] S iy catll qapm gl dim g alll F g wilally s lally (asladly suslally ilally cGally ulfy
miﬁm@w‘mw’mf’L;gyj’u;s,a&wl;ﬁg‘wrglﬁgijmr&m@gfﬁw
Colll & Il (s n ol 4 ity oo JS & iy g dbpe e 2oLl o gy suady e atll I Sual ¥y atlf
il b atida g o505 denss wal SYI phall o s sl Cialiay s clll Jomy dane 1 sinall,

The first of them and the best of them is the messenger of Allah. His names are Muhammad, Abdullah,
Yasseen, al-Fattah (the conqueror), al-Khatam (the last), al-Hashir (the resurrector), al-Aaqib (the
successor), al-Mabhi (the eraser), al-Qa’id (the leader), the prophet of Allah, the best friend of Allah and
the beloved of Allah. He is the most honored of all the people before Allah and the most beloved to Him.
Allah has never created an honored angel or a prophet since Adam better than him near Allah or more

beloved to Allah than him.

Allah will seat him on His Throne on the Day of Resurrection and will accept his intercession for
everyone he intercedes for. With his name; Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, the Pen writes on the
Divine Tablet and with the keeper of the banner on the Day of the Great Resurrection, his guardian,

vizier and successor for his umma.
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The most beloved one to Allah after him, Ali; his cousin and the guardian of every believer after him and
then eleven men of Muhammad and Ali’s progeny, the first two of them are named as the names of the
two sons of Aaron; Shubbar and Shubayr, and nine of the progeny of the youngest of them one after the

other, behind the last of whom Jesus Christ will offer the prayers.”

Then he mentioned the rest of the tradition.22
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(10) The previous series of narrators from Abdurrazak from Ma’mar from Abban that Sulaym bin Qayss
al-Hilali had said:

“| said to Ali (as): “I have heard from Salman, al-Migdad and Abu Tharr some interpretations of the
Qur'an and some traditions of the Prophet (S) different from what the people have had with them and |
heard from you what confirmed that | have heard from those men. In the meanwhile | found among the
people some interpretations of the Qur'an and some prophetic traditions, in which they denied those
interpretations and traditions (narrated by those three men) and claimed that they were false. Do you
think that they (the people) ascribed false things to the Prophet (S) and interpreted the Qur'an according

to their own opinions?”
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Ali (as) said: “With people there are truth and falsehood, abrogating and abrogated verdicts, special and
general verdicts, allegorical and clear Qur’anic verses, memorization and illusion. False things were
ascribed to the Prophet (S) when he was still alive until he made a speech saying: “O people, the
fabricators, who ascribed false things to me, became so many. Let him, who ascribes false things to me

intendedly, take his seat in Hell.” Nevertheless many people ascribed false things to him after his death.
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The narrators of traditions are of four kinds; one is a hypocrite showing faith with his tongue only. He
does not refrain from ascribing false things to the Prophet (S) intendedly. If people know that he is a
hypocrite and a liar, they will never believe him or accept anything from him but they see that he has
accompanied the Prophet (S), has seen him and heard from him; therefore they trusted in him without

knowing his reality. Allah has told us about the hypocrites and described them to us when saying,

“And when you see them, their persons will please you, and If they speak, you will listen to their
speech; (they are) as if they were big pieces of wood clad with garments; they think every cry to
be against them. They are the enemy, therefore beware of them; may Allah destroy them, whence
are they turned back.”23

They kept on that after the Prophet (S) and approached to the deviant rulers, who invited people towards
Hell via lies and fabrications. They entrusted them with positions and authorities and imposed them on
people by force. They hastened towards the pleasures of this worldly life. In fact most of people follow
the kings and look forward to the pleasures of this life except a few, whom Allah has guided.
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The other kind is a man, who heard something from the Prophet (S) and could not memorize it correctly.
He mistook when narrating it without intending to fabricate it. If the Muslims knew that he had mistaken,



they would not accept a tradition from him and if he himself knew that his tradition was incorrect, he

would deny it.

The third is a man, who heard the Prophet (S) ordering of something and then the Prophet (S) prohibited
it but the man did not know or he heard the Prophet (S) prohibiting something and then he permitted it
but the man did not know; therefore he memorized the abrogated verdict and ignored the abrogating
verdict. If he knew that it had been abrogated, he would deny it and if people, when hearing it, knew that

it had been abrogated, they would deny it.
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The fourth one is he, who never fabricates the sayings of Allah or the sayings of His messenger because
he hates lying, fears Allah and glorifies the Prophet (S). He does not forget but he keeps the tradition as
he hears it. He narrates it with no word more and no word less. He knows the abrogating and the
abrogated verdicts. He acts according to the abrogating verdicts and refuses the abrogated ones. The
orders and prohibitions of the Prophet (S) are like those of the holy Qur'an; among them there are
abrogating and abrogated verdicts, particular and general, allegorical and clear sayings. Allah
says, “Whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it, and from whatever he forbids you, keep
back. 24 Many people hear the allegorical sayings and do not know what Allah and His messenger

mean.
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Not all of the Prophet’s companions used to ask about many things to understand them well. They often



liked that a nomad or a passerby might ask the Prophet (S) so that they would hear the answer. | used
to come to the Prophet (S) once in the day and once in the night. He let me alone with him. The
Prophet’s companions knew well that the Prophet (S) did not do that with anyone else than me. The
Prophet (S) often came to my house and when | came to him in one of his houses, he asked his wives to

leave us alone.
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But when he (as) came to my house, Fatima would stay with us and would not leave nor would any of
my sons. If | began asking, he would answer me and if | finished my questions and became silent, he
would begin talking to me and praying Allah to make me perceive and memorize. Since he has prayed
Allah for me, | have never forgotten anything at all. Once | said to the Prophet (S): “O messenger of
Allah, since you have prayed Allah for me, | have never forgotten anything of what you have taught me
and dictated to me. But you have not ordered me to write it down. Do you not fear that | may forget?” He
said: “O my brother, | do not fear that you may forget or ignore any thing. Allah has revealed to me that
He has responded to my praying for you and your partners coming after you. But you are to write it down

for them.”
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| asked: “O messenger of Allah, who are my partners?”

He said: “They are those, whom Allah has connected with Himself and me when He said: (O you who



believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from among you). 25 If you
fear that you may quarrel about something, then refer it to Allah, the Messenger and those of authority
among you.”

| said: “O messenger of Allah, who are they?”

He said: “They are the guardians, one after the other, until they come to me at the pond (in Paradise).
Every one of them is guided and he is a guide for people. They will not be affected by disappointment of
anyone, who will disappoint them. They are with the Qur'an and the Qur'an is with them. They will not
part with the Qur'an nor will it part with them. By them my umma will win and by their praying the heaven
will rain for people and calamities will be away from them.”

| said: “O messenger of Allah, would you tell me their names?”

He said: “My son; this—and he put his hand on al-Hasan-then my son; this-he put his hand on al-
Husayn-then his son, whose name will be like your name, O Ali, then Muhammad the son of Ali.”
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Then he turned towards al-Husayn (as) and said: “Muhammad bin Ali will be born during your life. Give
him my regards! Then will be the rest of the twelve imams.”
| said: “O messenger of Allah, would you tell me their names?”

He mentioned their names one after the other. O Sulaym, by Allah, from them is al-Mahdi of this umma.
He will spread justice and equity allover the world after it has been filled with injustice and
oppression.”26
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(11) Abdurrazak narrated from Ma’mar bin Rashid from Abban bin Abu Ayyash that Sulaym bin Qayss
had said: “Ali (as) said to Talha in a long tradition when mentioning the pride of al-Muhajireen and al-
Ansar27 about their virtues:

“O Talha, have you not witnessed the Prophet (S) when he asked for a tablet to write a decree, by which
the umma would not go astray nor would it disagree after him, and then your friend28 said: “The Prophet

(S) is raving” then the Prophet (S) became angry and gave it up?”
Talha said: “Yes, | have witnessed that.”

Imam Ali (as) said: “When you (all) went out, the Prophet (S) told me about the decree he wanted to
write before the public to witness it. He said to me that Gabriel had told him that Allah had known that
the umma would disagree and separate after him (the Prophet). He asked for a sheet of paper and
dictated to me what he wanted to write in the tablet before people. He let three persons witness that.
They were Salman al-Farisi, Abu Tharr and al-Migdad. He mentioned the names of the imams of
guidance, whom he ordered the believers to obey until the Day of Resurrection. He mentioned my name
as the first of them then my son Hasan and then my son Husayn and then nine ones from the progeny of
my son Husayn. Was it not so, O you Abu Tharr and you al-Migdad?”
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They said: “We witness that the Prophet (S) has done so.”

Talha said: “By Allah | have heard the Prophet (S) saying to Abu Tharr: “By Allah, the earth has not
carried nor has the sky shaded one more truthful or more pious than Abu Tharr.” | witness that they (Abu
Tharr and al-Migdad) have not said but the truth and you are more truthful and more pious to me than
them both.”29
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(12) Abdurrazak bin Hammam narrated from Ma’mar bin Rashid from Abban bin Abu Ayyash from

Sulaym bin Qayss that Imam Ali (as) had said:

“One day | passed by a man, who said: “The example of Muhammad is like the example of a date-palm
growing in a dunghill.” | came to the Prophet (S) and told him of that. He became very angry. He went to

the minbar. Al-Ansar took up their arms when they saw the Prophet (S) so angry. He said:
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“Why do some people criticize my close relatives after they have heard me mentioning that Allah has
preferred them to all of the people and has favored them by purifying them and taking uncleanness away
from them? They have heard me mentioning the virtues of my family and the virtues of my guardian,
whom Allah has honored and preferred because of his precedence in being a Muslim, his defending
Islam, his kinship to me and that he is to me as has Aaron been to Moses. After all, someone of you

claims that | am, among my family, like a date-palm growing in a dunghill!
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Allah has created his creation and divided them into two parties. He has made me in the best of them.



Then He has divided this party into three groups and made me in the best of them and in the best tribe.
Then He divided them into families and made me in the best of them until | have been purified with my
brother Ali bin Abu Talib from among the family. Allah the Almighty looked at the people of the earth and
chose me from among them and then He looked again and chose Ali; my brother, vizier, heir, my caliph

for my umma and the guardian of every believer after me.

Whoever obeys him, obeys Allah and whoever opposes him, opposes Allah. Whoever loves him will be
loved by Allah and whoever hates him will be hated by Allah. No one loves him except the believers and
no one hates him except the unbelievers. He is the basis of the earth and its ease after me. He is the
word of piety and the firmest handhold of Allah. “They desire to put out the light of Allah with their
mouths, and Allah will not consent save to perfect His light.”30 The enemies of Allah want to put out
the light of my brother but Allah will not consent save to perfect his light.
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O people, let the present inform the absent of my speech! Then Allah looked thirdly and chose some
ones from among my family after me. They are the best of my umma; eleven imams after my brother
(Ali) one after the other. Whenever one of them leaves to the better world another one will replace him.
Their example is like the stars of the sky; whenever a star sets another will shine. They are guided and
guiding imams. They will never be affected by the disappointment of their opponents nor by the plotting
of their enemies. They are the authorities of Allah on the earth and His withesses over His people.
Whoever obeys them, obeys Allah and whoever disobeys them disobeys Allah. They are with the Qur'an
and the Qur'an is with them. They will never part with the Qur'an nor will it part with them until they come
to me at the pond (in Paradise). The first of the imams is my brother Ali, who is the best of them, then
my son Hasan, then my son Husayn and then nine ones from the progeny of Husayn.” He mentioned all
the tradition.31
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(13) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah bin Younus al-Moossili narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah
al-az-Zuhri from Ahmad bin Ali al-Himyari from al-Hasan bin Ayyoob from Abdul Kareem bin Amr al-
Khath’ami that al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar had said:

“l asked Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) about the saying of Allah (But they reject the hour, and We have
prepared a burning fire for him who rejects the hour).32 He said: “Allah has divided the year into
twelve months, the night into twelve hours, the day into twelve hours and He has chosen from us twelve

inspired imams. Imam Ali (as) was an hour from among those hours.”33

14_gl.ci).1.\m‘,§a+L!ia.:uuu:JG(M@f&‘@ﬁqu&n@ﬁwﬁﬂlm&q\9
Jsis 5

(14) Abdul Kareem bin Amr narrated from Thabit bin Shurayh that Abu Baseer had said: | have heard
Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir (as) saying:

From among us there are twelve inspired ones.34
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(15) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah narrated from Muhammad bin Ja'far al-Qarashi from Muhammad bin al-
Husayn bin Abul Khattab from Amr bin Abban al-Kalbi from ibn Sinan from Abus-Sa’ib that Imam Abu



Abdullah Ja'far bin Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“A night is twelve hours, a day is twelve hours, a year is twelve months, the imams are twelve and the
disciples are twelve. Imam Ali (as) is an hour of the twelve hours as Allah has said, “But they reject the
hour, and We have prepared a burning fire for him who rejects the hour.”35
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(16) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya al-Attar from Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-
Razi from Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi from Ibraheem bin Muhammad bin Yousuf from Muhammad bin
Eessa from Abdurrazak from Zayd ash-Shahham that Abu Abdullah (as) had said (the same, which had
been also narrated) by Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-Razi from Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi from
Muhammad bin Sinan that Zayd ash-Shahham had said: | asked Abu Abdullah (as): “Who is better; al-

Hasan or al-Husayn?” He said:

“The virtue of the previous one of us joins the next one of us and the virtue of the next one of us joins

the previous one. Each one of us has his virtue.”

| said: “May my soul be sacrificed for you! Would you explain the answer more to me because | look for
the truth?” He said:
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“We are from one tree. Allah has created us from one clay. Our virtue and knowledge are from Allah.
We are the deputies of Allah over His people, the propagandists for His religion and the means between
Allah and His people. Do | say more to you O Zayd?”

| said: “Yes!” He said:

“Our creation is the same. Our knowledge is the same. Our virtue is the same and we all are the same
before Allah.”

| asked: “Would you tell me how many you are?” He said:

“We are twelve ones. So has been determined around the Throne at the beginning of the Creation. The

first of us is Muhammad. The middle is Muhammad and the last of us is Muhammad.”36
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(17) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya al-Attar from Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-
Razi from Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi from Ibraheem bin Muhammad bin Yousuf from Muhammad bin
Eessa from Abdurrazak from Muhammad bin Sinan from Fudhayl ar-Rassan that Abu Hamza ath-
Thimali had said:

“One day | was with Imam Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir (as). When the all left, he said to me:
“O Abu Hamza, what is inevitable and that Allah will not change is the advent of the last imam of ours;

al-Mahdi. Whoever doubts this matter, will be unbeliever before Allah. | swear that his name will be like
mine and his surname will be like mine. He will be the seventh after me. He will fill the world with justice

and equity after it has been filled with injustice and oppression. O Abu Hamza, he, who will attend his



(Imam al-Mahdi’s) appearance and will not submit to him, has not submitted to Muhammad and Al
(peace be upon them) and then he will be forbidden from being in Paradise, his abode will be the fire,

and evil is the abode of the unjust!”37

Clearer than this is the saying of Allah:
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“Surely the number of months with Allah is twelve months in Allah's ordinance since the day
when He created the heavens and the earth, of these four being sacred; that is the right religion;

therefore be not unjust to yourselves regarding them. 38

Knowing the months is not to be considered as the right religion because the Jews, the Christians, the
Magi and all peoples know the number and the names of the months. They are but the twelve imams,
who are the guardians of the religion. Among the four sacred ones is Imam Ali (as), whose name Allah
has derived from His name as He has derived the name of the Prophet (S). Three other imams have the
name Ali. They are Ali bin al-Husayn, Ali bin Musa and Ali bin Muhammad. So this name (Ali), which
has been derived from one of the attributes of Allah, has deserved to be sacred. Peace and blessing be

upon Muhammad and his progeny, the pure, the sacred.
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(18) Salama bin Muhammad narrated from Abul Hasan Ali bin Umar al-Haji from Hamza bin al-Qassim
al-Alawi al-Abbasi ar-Razi from Ja'far bin Muhammad al-Hasani from Obayd bin Katheer from Abu

Ahmad bin Musa al-Assadi that Dawood bin Katheer ar-Riggi had said:

| came to Abu Abdullah Ja'far bin Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) in Medina and he said to me: “Why have



you not visited us since so long, O Dawood?”
| said: “| had something to do in Kufa.”
He said: “Whom did you leave in Kufa?”
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| said: “May my soul be sacrificed for you! | have left your uncle Zayd. | left him riding on a horse with his
sword and calling loudly: “Ask me before you will miss me. | have great knowledge. | have known the
abrogating and abrogated verdicts, the oft-repeated verses and the great Qur'an. Knowledge is between

Allah and you.”
He said to me: “O Dawood, things have affected you!”
Then he called: “O Suma’a bin Mihran, bring me a basket of ripe dates!”

He brought him a basket of ripe dates. He took one, ate it, took the kernel out of his mouth and stuck it
into the ground. It grew and fruited. He picked an unripe date from one of the bunches. He split it and

took a piece of parchment out of it. He spread it, gave it to me and said to me: “Read it!”
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It had two lines. The first line was (There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah).
The second line was (Surely the number of months with Allah is twelve months in Allah's ordinance since
the day when He created the heavens and the earth, of these four being sacred; that is the right
religion); Amirul Mo'mineen Ali bin Abu Talib, al-Hasan bin Ali, al-Husayn bin Ali, Ali bin al-Husayn,
Muhammad bin Ali, Ja'far bin Muhammad, Musa bin Ja'far, Ali bin Musa, Muhammad bin Ali, Ali bin
Muhammad, al-Hasan bin Ali, al-Khalaf al-Hujjah (al-Mahdi).

Then he said: “O Dawood, do you know when this has been written in this piece of parchment?”
| said: “Allah, His messenger and you are more aware!”

He said: “Two thousand years before Allah had created Adam.”39
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(19) Salama bin Muhammad narrated from al-Hasan bin Ali bin Mihziyar from Ahmad bin Muhammad
as-Sayyari from Ahmad bin Hilal, also from Ali bin Muhammad bin Obaydillah al-Khaba’iy from Ahmad
bin Hilal from Umayya bint Maymoon ash-Shu’ayri that Ziyad al-Qandi had said: | heard Abu Ibraheem

Musa bin Ja'far bin Muhammad (Imam al-Kadhim)40 (as) saying:

“Allah has created a house of light. He has made four pillars for it. Four names has been written on
them; Tabarak, Subhan, al-Hamd and Allah. Then he has created four ones from those four and then
four from these four then He has said: (Surely the number of months with Allah is twelve months).”
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(20) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya from Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-Razi from
Muhammad bin Ali from Muhammad bin Sinan that Dawood bin Katheer ar-Riqgi had said: | said to Abu
Abdullah Ja'far bin Muhammad as-Sadiq (as): “May | die for you! Would you tell me about (the meaning
of) the saying of Allah, “And those Foremost (in Faith) will be Foremost (in the Hereafter). These

are they who are drawn nigh (to Allah)”? 41 He said:

“Allah has said that on the day when He has determined the creation in the Covenant two thousand

years before creating the creatures (people).”
| said: “Would you explain this for me?” He said:

“When Allah had willed to create people, He made them of clay and made a fire for them. He ordered
them to enter into fire. The first ones, who had entered into it, were Muhammad, Ali, al-Hasan, al-
Husayn and nine imams one after the other and then their followers followed them. By Allah they are the

foremost.”42

21 - plda oo puoldl! s U gl than 1 Jl6 S Slae ot o5 ot dams ot el e o litas
a.sicgil-ém.a&ﬂ—’é%m#g!fghalia:Jufﬁlﬂlﬂ!&(g“::C)_!. Il e« 35
Al sse ool ) JU8 cals g 488 4] ciads aME say cwse crmadl gif Jao 3] Galla

gy e e long il all ali e g,aT w5 alsdl s St Lol sy oo clinlio 6l Lol pal ] 4
Oanes slilind 5 alSaly dale &)lss sin Zpaw cilaj & (o, 31 Jal Sua ailin (e ] ayad L coliall
oS rall 6, sl 6yl il atll <0y el Tosum 21 5 atlane oy o g 5l iy oSl o5 2oyl
e AU LI sl pplaly el all ppaial Guge tugfr; il AL dalin e alll 254



die oy Al gy oy om G SalilS GIS gy oy dpw Halill.

(21) Abu Ali Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ya’qoob bin Ammar al-Kufi narrated from his father from al-
Qassim bin Hisham al-Lu’lu’iy from al-Hasan bin Mahboob that Ibraheem al-Karkhi had said: Once |
came to Abu Abdullah Ja'far bin Muhammad (as). While | was sitting with him, (his son) Abul Hasan
Musa (al-Kadhim) came in. He was a young boy. | got up and kissed him and then | sat down. Abu

Abdullah (as) said to me:

“O Ibraheem, he will be your companion after me. Because of him many people will perish and others
will be pleased. May Allah damn his killer and double the torment for his soul! Allah will derive from him
the best of the people on the earth in his time. His name will be like the name of his grandfather. He will
be the heir of his grandfather’s knowledge, wisdom and judgements. He will be the essence of the
imamate and the top of wisdom. He will be killed by the arrogant of so-and-so family after some
wonders because of envy. But Allah will carry out His order even the polytheists are averse. Allah will
derive from his progeny the rest of the twelve inspired imams, whom He will honor with dignity of His and
will place in the sanctuary of His. He, who waits for the twelfth imam and fights with him, is as if he has
fought with the Prophet (S) and defended him.”
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Then a man of the freed slaves of the Umayyads came in and Imam as-Sadiq (as) stopped talking. |
visited him eleven times wishing that he might complete his speech but | failed. In the next year | came
to him. He said:

“O lbraheem, he will relieve his Shia from their grief after long strait, affliction, oppression and fright.

Blessed is he, who will attend at that time! O Ibraheem, this suffices you.”

| have never come back with something more pleasant to my heart and more delightful to my eye than
this thing.”43
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(22) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ya’qoob narrated from Abu Abdullah al-Husayn bin Muhammad from
Muhammad bin Abu Qayss from Ja'far ar-Rummani from Muhammad bin Abul Qassim, the son of
Khalid bin Mukhallad al-Qatawani’s sister, from Abdul Wahab ath-Thagafi from Imam Ja'far bin
Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) that his father Imam Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagqir (as) had looked at Hamran,
cried and said:

“O Hamran, how odd of people it is! How have they ignored or forgotten the saying of the Prophet (S) on
the last day of his life? When he fell ill, people came to visit him until the house became so crowded.
Then Ali (as) came and offered greeting but he could not overstep the people to reach the Prophet (S)
and the people did not let him pass. When the Prophet (S) saw that, he raised his pillow and said: “O Ali,
come to me!” Then people pressed closed to let Ali pass. The Prophet (S) seated Ali (as) beside him
and said: “O people, you do so to my family while | am still alive! Then what will you do to them after my
death?
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By Allah, whatever closer you approach to my family, you will be closer to Allah and whatever far you
become and turn away from them, Allah will turn away from you. O people, listen to what | say to you!
Contentment and love of Allah will be to whoever loves Ali, obeyed him and followed him and his
guardians after him. Allah has promised to respond to me regarding them. They are twelve imams.
Whoever follows them is from me. | am from Abraham and Abraham is from me. His religion is my
religion and my religion is his. His lineage is mine and mine is his. My virtue is his and | am better than
him without pride. Allah has confirmed my speech when saying, “Offspring one of the other; and Allah



is Hearing, Knowing44.”45
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(23) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Abu Ali al-Hasan bin Ali bin Eessa al-Qoohistani from
Badr bin Iss’haq bin Badr al-Anmati from his father that his grandfather Badr bin Eessa had said: Once |
asked my father, who was a very respectable man: “Whom have you met of the successors of the
Prophet’s companions?” He said: “I do not know what you say but once | was in Kufa and heard an old
man in the mosque talking about a good man. He said: “I have heard Amirul Mo'mineen Ali bin Abu Talib
(as) saying: The Prophet (S) has said to me:

O Ali, the infallible guided imams of your progeny are eleven ones and you are the first of them. The
name of the last of them is like my name. He will appear to fill the world with justice and equity after it
has been filled with injustice and oppression. People will come to him asking for money, which will be
accumulated. He will say to them: “Take (as you like)!”46
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(24) Abul Harith Abdullah bin Abdul Melik bin Sahl at-Tabarani narrated from Muhammad bin al-



Muthanna al-Baghdadi from Muhammad bin Issma’eel ar-Riqqi from Musa bin Eessa bin Abdurrahman
from Hisham bin Abdullah ad-Dastuwa’iy from Ali bin Muhammad from Amr bin Shimr from Jabir bin
Yazeed al-Ju’fi from Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir (as) from Salim bin Abdullah bin Umar from his father
that the Prophet (S) had said:

“Allah has revealed to me in the night of the Ascension: “O Muhammad, whom have you entrusted with

your umma on the earth-(and He is aware)?”

| said: “O my God, | have entrusted my brother.”

He the Almighty said: “O Muhammad, is he Ali bin Abu Talib?”
| said: “Yes, he is. O my God!”

He said: “O Muhammad, | had a look at the earth and chose you from among its people. Whatever |
mention, you are to mention with me. | am Mahmood and you are Muhammad.47 Then | had another
look at the earth. | chose Ali bin Abu Talib and made him your guardian. You are the master of the
prophets and Ali is the master of the guardians. Then | derived for him a name from my name; | am al-
A’la (the highest) and he is Ali (high).
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O Muhammad, | have created Ali, Fatima, al-Hasan, al-Husayn and the rest of the imams from one light
and then | offered their guardianship before the angels. Whoever of them accepted it became close to
me and whoever denied it became among the unbelievers. O Muhammad, if one of My people worships
me devotedly and then he meets Me denying their guardianship, | will throw him into Hell.” Then He
said: “O Muhammad, do you like to see them?” | said: “Yes, O my Lord.” He said: “Go ahead!” | went
ahead and | saw Ali bin Abu Talib, al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Ali bin al-Husayn, Muhammad bin Ali, Ja'far
bin Muhammad, Musa bin Ja'far, Ali bin Musa, Muhammad bin Ali, Ali bin Muhammad, al-Hasan bin Al
and al-Hujjah al-Mahdi, who was like a shining star in the middle of them. | said: “O my God, who are
they?” He said: “These are the imams and this is al-Qa’im.48 He will permit what | have permitted,
prohibit what | have prohibited and will revenge on My enemies. O Muhammad, love him because | love

him and love whoever loves him.”49



25—(&49&&‘%@?&'0&‘4%4?&‘&“\)41&‘)& liaa :J ‘Mlgﬁ&muﬂsfj
JE 31 Saan e Grar o e olsze

odl8 i e o1 cppanall aay Zodl Zawi o5,

(25) Muhammad bin Ya’qoob al-Kulayni narrated from Ali bin Ibraheem bin Hashim from his father from

ibn Abu Omayr from Sa'eed bin Ghazwan from Abu Baseer that Imam Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as) had said:

“Nine imams are after al-Husayn bin Ali. The ninth one is al-Qa’im.”50
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(26) Muhammad bin Ya’qoob narrated from Ali bin Muhammad from Sahl bin Ziyad from Muhammad bin
al-Hasan bin Shammoon from Abdullah bin Abdurrahman al-Assamm that Karram had said: | have
promised myself not to eat any kind of food during the day at all until al-Qa’im of Muhammad’s family
appears. | came to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) and said to him: “l am one of your Shia. | have promised
Allah not to eat any kind of food at all during the day until al-Qa’im appears.” He said to me:

“O Karram, fast! But do not fast on the days of the two Eids51 nor the three days of al-Tashreeq52 or
when you are on travel. When al-Husayn (as) was killed there was a clamor in the Heaven and on the
earth. The angels said: “O our Lord, do You permit us to perish the human beings and to terminate them
from on the earth for what they have committed when trespassing Your sanctity by killing the choice of
Yours?” Allah revealed to the angels: “O My angels, My Heaven and My earth, be quiet!” Then He
uncovered one of the covers. Behind it were Muhammad and twelve guardians of his. Allah held one
from among them by the hand and said: “O My angels, My Heavens and My earth, with this one | will



avenge this killed one upon his killers.” He repeated it three times.”53
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(27) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Ali bin Ibraheem bin Hashim from his father from ibn Abu
Omayr from Abban bin Ayyash that Sulaym bin Qayss al-Hilali had said: | have heard Abdullah bin Ja'far
at-Tayyar saying: One day Al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Abdullah bin Abbas, Umar bin Umm Salama, Ussama

bin Zayd and | were with Mo’awiya. | said to him: “I have heard the Prophet (S) saying:

“I am worthier of the believers than themselves then my brother Ali bin Abu Talib will be worthier of the

believers than themselves. If he is martyred then his son al-Hasan will be worthier of the believers than
themselves then after him al-Husayn will be worthier of the believers than themselves. If he is martyred,
his son Ali bin al-Husayn will be worthier of the believers than themselves then his son Muhammad bin
Ali will be worthier of the believers than themselves then the rest of the twelve imams, nine of whom are

from the progeny of al-Husayn.”

| asked al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Abdullah bin Abbas, Umar bin Umm Salama and Ussama bin Zayd to
witness of that (the Prophet (S) had said so) and they witnessed.” Sulaym said: “I have heard that from
Salman al-Farisi, al-Migdad and Abu Tharr that they have heard it from the Prophet (S).”54
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(28) Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Ja'far al-Himyari narrated from his father from Muhammad bin Eessa
bin Obayd bin Yagteen from an-Nadhr bin Suwayd from Yahya al-Halabi that Ali bin Abu Hamza had
said: Once |, Abu Baseer and a freed slave (mawla) of Imam al-Bagqir (as) were together. The mawla

said: | have heard Imam al-Bagqir (as) saying:

“From us there are twelve inspired (imams). The seventh of my descendants is al-Qa’im.”

Abu Baseer said: “I witness that | have heard Abu Ja'far (as-Sadiq (as)) saying this forty years ago.”@
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(29) Abul Abbas Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Ogda narrated from Muhammad bin al-
Mufadhdhal bin Ibraheem bin Qayss bin Rummana al-Ash’ari from Ibraheem bin Muhzim from Khagan
bin Sulayman al-Kharraz from Ibraheem bin Abu Yahya al-Madani from Abu Haroon al-Abdi that Umar

bin Abu Salama, the Prophet’s foster-son, and Abut-Tufayl Aamir bin Wathila had said:

“We attended the prayer (for the dead) when Abu Bakr died. While we were sitting around Umar, who



had been paid homage to be the caliph, a young Jew from the Jews of Medina, whose father was the
jurisprudent of the Jews in Medina and the Jews claimed that he was one of Aaron’s descendants, came
to Umar. He greeted him and said:

“O Amirul Mo'mineen,56 who is the most aware of your Book and the Sunna of your prophet among
you?”

Umar said: “It is this one. (He pointed to Ali bin Abu Talib.) This is the most aware of our Book and our

Prophet’s Sunna.”
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The young Jew said (to Ali): “Would you answer my questions?”

Imam Ali (as) said: “Yes, | would. Ask me as you like.”

The young boy said: “I ask you about three things and three things and one thing.”

Imam Ali (as) said: “Why do you not say: | ask you about seven things?”

The young boy said: “No, but | ask you about the first three and if you give the right answers then | will
ask you about the other three and if you give the right answers then | will ask you about the last one. If

you fail to answer the first three ones, | will keep silent and not ask you about anything.”
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Imam Ali (as) said: “If | give you the right answer, will you know that my answer is right or not?”

He said: “Yes, | will.”

Imam Ali (as) said: “I adjure you before Allah that if | give you right answers, you are to be a Muslim and

to give up Judaism.”
He said: “| agree. | promise you to be a Muslim and to give up Judaism.”
Imam Ali (as) said: “Then ask me as you like.”

The young Jew said: “Would you tell me about the first stone that has been put on the surface of the
earth, the first tree that has grown on the earth and the first fountain that has flowed on the earth?”

comaiall ey Il 5yaall o slsis ssgall oli g, ¥l 4oy e pins san Jof Lof csase bsle JUs
Slisalls Sgall Tssaad digalig o singalls (oSl g dacnsi aiall o aul 4y 31 cosudl saall <ty 151385
J3i Bmall Alaill WSty 15aiS s ciigis 31 oy slsis asell ol pmsdT b i 5,m0 sl ellsi Lol clisll
8 saall cuai caall Ly oslsis a5l 5l ouall Ll 18 saall LIS 8 5aill Jualé adllyy 2iall oo a0 L
Lald 2 sloall Eauadl asie (pund i1 e Cne a5 (o Y] v Lpad Guod ¥ il 3liall cpae LSl 10038
eaall Ll ppam slids g Loaili saull 3y yuily cridle slall (.

Imam Ali (as) said: “O Jew, as for the first stone that has been put on the surface of the earth, the Jews
has claimed that it is the rock, which is in Jerusalem, but they have told a false thing. It is the Black
Stone that Adam (as) has brought from Paradise and put in the corner (of the Kaaba). The believers kiss
it to renew the covenant of being loyal to Allah. As for the first tree, the Jews have claimed that it is the
olive tree but they have told a lie. It is the date-palm, which Adam (as) has brought with him from
Paradise. And as for the first fountain, the Jews have claimed that it is the one under the rock (in
Jerusalem) but they have told a lie. It is the fountain of life, in which a dead is dipped to be alive again. It

is the fountain of Moses (as), beside which he has left the salted fish and when water touched it, it



revived and slipped into the sea and then Moses (as) and his servant followed it when they met with al-
Khidhr (as).”

lia 4y sam ol bds pwse el LT e iy s OUS Miay cgall Euliy Cadnin ud ol dgsl : aall Jlas
i Ganily i Heo¥ wull 28y & cupal ol dlly (gl Jlasll,

Jao 2 e JUas.

@m@bngﬁs@sr@gO;QYﬁH;@ysﬂfugmL@#mmu;@vs@ﬁimm

Sane pugag cpildn oo VIR pa s Y (suge ola oIS Luge Lola] e Wil 2a¥1 adgd csusq s gle Jlas
ooigall L ihie WEYG dalsie b aane po il Lels i yils il oo L 3Ts cae din Jlie Junsl .

The young Jew said: “| swear that you have said the truth. This is a book that | have inherited from my
ancestors. It has been dictated by Moses (as) and written by Aaron (as). It has these seven things. By
Allah, if you give right answers to the rest of the seven questions, | will give up my religion and believe in

yours.”
Imam Ali (as) said: “Ask!”

The Jew said: “Would you tell me how many imams of guidance, who will not be harmed by the
disappointment of the plotters, this umma will have after its prophet? In which position Muhammad will

be in Paradise? How many ones will be with Muhammad in his position?”

Imam Ali (as) said: “This umma has twelve imams. All of them are guided and guiding imams and they
will never be harmed by the disappointment of the plotters. The position of Muhammad (as) is in the best
position of the Garden of Eden, the most honored and the closest to Allah. As for those, who will be with

Muhammad in his position, they are twelve imams.”
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The Jew said: “I| swear that you have said the truth. If you answer the last one as you have done with

these six, by Allah | will be a Muslim before you and give up Judaism.”
Imam Ali (as) said: “Ask!”

He said: “Would you tell me how long the successor of Muhammad will live after Muhammad? Will he

die or be killed?”

Imam Ali (as) said: “He will live for thirty years and then this will be dyed (of blood) from this. (He
grasped his beard and made a sign with his head.)”

The young Jew said: “I witness that there is no god but Allah, Muhammad is the messenger of Allah and
you are the caliph of the umma after the Prophet (S). Whoever precedes you, will be oppressive.” Then
he left.57
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(30) Abul Abbas Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Hameed bin Ziyad from Ja'far bin
Issma’eel al-Mingari from Abdurrahman bin Abu Najran from Issma’eel bin Ali al-Basri from Abu Ayyoob
al-Mu’addib that his father, who was a teacher (mu’addib) of some of Imam Ja'far bin Muhammad as-
Sadig’s children, had said:

“When the Prophet (S) died, a Jew man of the descendants of Dawood (Prophet David) came to Medina

and saw the streets empty. He asked what the matter was.
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It was said to him that the Prophet (S) had died.
He said: “Indeed he has died on the same day mentioned in our Book.”
Then he asked where people were. It was said to him that they had been in the mosque.

He came to the mosque where there were Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Abdurrahman bin Ouff, Abu
Obayda bin al-Jarrah and a great crowd of people. He said: “Make way to let me come in and lead me

to the one, whom your prophet has entrusted with his umma!”
They led him to Abu Bakr.

He said to Abu Bakr: “I am a Jew and | am from the descendants of Prophet David (as). | have come to

ask about four things. If you answer me, | become a Muslim.”

He was asked to wait a little.
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Then Amirul Mo'mineen Ali (as) came in from one of the gates of the mosque. People said to the Jew:
“Go to this young man!”
When he came near to him, he asked: “Are you Ali bin Abu Talib?”
Imam Ali (as) said to him: “Are you so-and-so the son of David (as)?”
He said: “Yes, | am.”
Imam Ali (as) took the Jew’s hand and came with him to Abu Bakr.
The Jew said to Imam Ali (as): “I asked these people about four things but they sent me to you.”
Imam Ali (as) said: “Please ask!”
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The Jew asked: “What was the first thing that was revealed to your prophet when he came back from his
Lord after his Ascension? Who was the angel that pushed your prophet away and did not greet him?
Who were the four men, from above whom Angel Malik had removed a cover of Fire and who had talked

with your prophet? In which position of Paradise will the minbar of your prophet be?”

Imam Ali (as) said: “The first thing that Allah has revealed to our prophet after the Ascension is: (The
messenger believes in what has been revealed to him from his Lord).58”

The Jew said: “It is not this that | mean.”
Imam Ali (as) said: “Then it is (and (so do) the believers; they all believe in Allah).59”

He said: “It is not this that | mean.”
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Imam Ali (as) said: “Then let the matter be hidden.”
The Jew said: “You are to tell me the truth. Are you not the one, whom | mean?”

Imam Ali (as) said: “As you insist on that, | shall tell the truth. When the Prophet (S) came back from his
Lord, where the screens were opened before him, and before he got to the place of Gabriel, an angel
had called: “O Ahmad!”60



The Prophet (S) said: “Here | am.”

The angel said: “Allah sends you His greeting and says to you: “Deliver Our greeting to the master of

guardians.”
The Prophet (S) asked: “Who is the master of guardians?”
The angel replied: “He is Ali bin Abu Talib.”

The Jew said to Imam Ali (as): “You are right. | have found that in my father’s book.”
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Imam Ali (as) said: “As for the angel, who had pushed the Prophet (S) away, he was the Angel of Death.
He had come from an arrogant of the people of the earth, who had uttered something that made Allah
angry. Then Gabriel said to the Angel of Death: “This is Ahmad, the beloved messenger of Allah.” The
Angel of Death came back, embraced the Prophet (S), apologized and said to him: “O messenger of
Allah, | went to a tyrant king, who uttered bad things that made me very angry so that | did not know
you.” The Prophet (S) accepted his apology. As for the four men, from above whom Angel Malik had
removed a cover of Fire, that when the Prophet (S) passed by Angel Malik, who had never smiled since
he had been created at all, Gabriel said: “O Malik, this is Muhammad, the prophet of mercy.” Then Malik
smiled to the Prophet (S) and he did never smile to anyone else than Muhammad (as). The Prophet (S)
said to Gabriel: “Order him to uncover a layer of Fire!” He uncovered a layer of Fire and there appeared
Qabeel (Cain), Nimrod, Pharaoh and Haman. They said: “O Muhammad, ask your god to send us back
to the worldly life in order to do good!” Gabriel became angry and with a feather of his wing he returned

the layer of Fire upon them.
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As for the minbar of the Prophet (S), the abode of the Prophet (S) is the Garden of Eden, which Allah
has created with His (hand). There are twelve guardians will be with the Prophet (S) in this Garden.
Above this abode there is a dome called the dome of ar-Radhwan (contentment). Above the dome there
is a house called al-Wasseela (the means), which no house in Paradise looks like it. It is the minbar of
the Prophet (S).”

The Jew said: “By Allah, you are right. This has been mentioned in the book of my father David (as).
The book has been inherited by one after the other until it has reached me.” Then he took out a book
written by Prophet David (as) and said to Imam Ali (as): “Give me your hand! | witness that there is no
god but Allah and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. It is he, of whom Prophet Moses (as) has
informed. And | witness that you are the jurisprudent of this umma and the guardian of the messenger of
Allah.”

Then Imam Ali (as) began to teach him the laws of Islam.”61

The Book of Allah, the traditions of the Prophet (S), Imam Ali (as) and all the imams one after the other

had confirmed that the number of the imams is twelve.

No one among the Shia denies that the book of Sulaym bin Qayss al-Hilali is considered as one of the
important books of the doctrine of the Shia. All that is mentioned in the book has been narrated from the
Prophet (S), imam Ali (as), al-Migdad, Salman al-Farisi Abu Tharr and their likes, who have
accompanied the Prophet (S) and Amirul Mo'mineen (as). It is one of the sources that the Shia have

depended on and referred to.

Traditions narrated by the Sunnis
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(31) Muhammad bin Uthman bin Allan ad-Duhni al-Bagdhadi narrated from Abu Bakr bin Khaythama
from Ali bin al-Ja’d from Zuhayr bin Mo’awiya from Ziyad bin Khuthayma from al-Aswad bin Sa'eed al-

Hamadani from Jabir bin Samra that the Prophet (S) had said:

“There will be twelve caliphs after me; all of them are from Quraysh.” When the Prophet (S) went home,
the people of Quraysh came to him asking: “Then what will happen?” He said: “Commotion will be
then.”62
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(32) Muhammad bin Uthman narrated from ibn Abu Olaga, Sammak bin Harb and Hussayn bin

Khaythama from Ali bin al-Ja’d from Zuhayr bin Mo’awiya from Ziyad bin Abdurrahman from Jabir bin
Samra that the Prophet (S) had said:

“There will be twelve caliphs after me.” Then he (the Prophet (S)) said something that | could not

understand. Some people said that the Prophet (S) had said: “All of them are from Quraysh.”63
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(833) Muhammad bin Uthman narrated from Ahmad from Obaydillah bin Umar from Sulayman al-A’mash
from ibn Oun from ash-Shi’bi that Jabir bin Samra had said: “It was mentioned that the Prophet (S) had

said:
“The people of the religion will still defeat their enemies until twelve imams (come).”

People began to stand up and sit down. He (the Prophet (S)) said something that | could not understand.
| asked my father or someone else what the Prophet (S) had said. He replied that the Prophet (S) had

said: “All of them are from Quraysh.”64
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(34) Muhammad bin Uthman narrated from Ahmad bin Abu Khaythama from Yahya bin Mo’een from
Abdullah bin Salih from al-Layth bin Sa’d from Khalid bin Yazeed from Sa'eed bin Abu Hilal that Rabee’a
bin Sayf had said:

“Once we were with Shufiy al-Assbahi. He said that he had heard Abdullah bin Umar saying: | heard the
Prophet (S) saying: “After me there will be twelve caliphs.”65
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(35) Muhammad bin Uthman narrated from Ahmad from Affan and Yahya bin Iss’haq as-Saleheeni from
Hammad bin Salama from Abdullah bin Uthman from Abut-Tufayl that Abdullah bin Umar had said to
him:

“O Abut-Tufayl, Count twelve ones of banié6 Ka’b bin Lu’ay and then fighting and killing occur.”67
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(36) Muhammad bin Uthman narrated from al-Mugaddami from Aasim bin Umar bin Ali bin Migdam from
his father from Fitr bin Khaleefa from Abu Khalid al-Walibi that Jabir bin Samra had heard the Prophet
(S) saying:

“This matter (the religion) will still prevail without being harmed by the enemies until there will be twelve
caliphs; all of them are from Quraysh.”68
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(387) Muhammad bin Uthman narrated from Abdullah bin Ja'far ar-Riqgi from Eessa bin Younus from
Muijalid bin Sa'eed from ash-Shi’bi that Massrooq had said: Once we were with ibn Mass’ood in his
house. Someone asked him: “Have your prophet told you how many caliphs will be after him?” Ibn
Mass’ood said: “Yes, He has. But no one has asked me about this matter before you. You are the
youngest of these people. | have heard the Prophet (S) saying:

“After me there will be (caliphs) as the number of the chieftains of Prophet Moses (as).”69
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(38) Muhammad bin Uthman narrated from Ahmad bin Abu Khaythama from al-Fadhl bin Dukayn from
Fitr from Abu Khalid al-Walibi from Jabir bin Samra as-Sawwa’iy that the Prophet (S) had said:

“This religion will not be harmed by its enemies until twelve caliphs, who all are from Quraysh, pass
away.”70

The traditions narrated by the Sunnis concerning this subject are so many.71 The traditions show clearly
that the Prophet (S) has meant by the twelve caliphs the twelve imams of his descendants. The tradition,

saying that commotion will take place, refers to the commotion that will happen after the end of the rule



of Imam al-Mahdi (al-Qa’im), the commotion that will last for fifty years.

Several twelve rulers have ruled after the Prophet (S) or after Imam Ali (as), who has been the only true
caliph. Definitely the Prophet (S) has referred by his sayings to the twelve infallible imams of his
progeny, who are with the Qur'an and the Qur'an is with them and who will never part with the Qur'an
until they come to the Prophet (S) at his pond in Paradise.

Furthermore there are other evidences mentioned in the Torah confirming our subject.

It has been mentioned in the first book of the Old Testament when talking about the story of Ishmael and
after the end of the story of Sara. Allah has addressed Prophet Abraham (as), concerning the matter of
his wife and her child, by saying: (/ have responded to your prayer regarding Ishmael. | have blessed
him and | will do more and more. He will beget twelve great men. | will make them imams as a great

nation.)

Abdul Haleem bin al-Husayn as-Samriy read to me what a Jew man called al-Husayn bin Sulayman,
who was one of the Jewish jurisprudents, had dictated to him in Arrajan.72 The names and the number
of the imams (as) had been mentioned in Hebrew. From among what he had read to me was this
passage: “One of the descendants of Ishmael will be delegated (as a prophet). He is called Mabad or
Mamad that it means Muhammad. He will be a master over people. From his progeny there will be
twelve men. They will be imams and masters, whom people will imitate. Their names are: Tagobeet,
Feethwa, Thabeera, Mafssora, Massmoo’a, Domoh, Thabo, Hathar, Yathmo, Bator, Nougass and

Qeedmuwa.”

The Jew had been asked about these names and he said that they had been mentioned in the story of
Prophet Solomon (as). He had mentioned another passage of the story: (From the progeny of Ishmael a
blessed boy is born. My blessing and mercy be upon him. Twelve men of his progeny are honored and

glorified. The name of this man is elevated and glorified and his mention is exalted. )

This speech was read to Musa bin Imran bin Zakariyya the Jew and he confirmed it. Iss’haq bin
Ibraheem bin Bakhtwayh Bahsoon al-Fasawi and Sulayman bin Dawood an-Noubenjani, who were

Jews, confirmed it too.

The Qur'an, the traditions narrated by the Shia from the Prophet (S) and the infallible imams, the
traditions narrated by the Sunnis, the previous divine Books and their followers has confirmed that the

imams are twelve ones. After all, is there any excuse for the deniers and the resisters?

These are sufficient evidences for those, whom Allah has guided to His pure religion and straight path.

Surely those, who deny the infallible imams, will lose. Allah has said addressing His prophet:

Q’T <,
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You are only a warner and (there is) a guide for every people.73

In every age there is an imam, by whom Allah guides those who follow him and believe in him and He
leaves those who deny him (the imam) and turn away from him to their own opinions and analogies.
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(89) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Abdurrahman bin Ogda narrated from Muhammad bin Salim
bin Abdurrahman al-Azdi from Uthman bin Sa'eed at-Taweel from Ahmad bin Sayr from Musa bin Bakr
al-Wasiti from al-Fudhayl that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said when talking about the Qur’anic

verse (You are only a warner and (there is) a guide for every people):
“Each imam is a guide to the people of his age.”74
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(40) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Abdurrahman bin Ogda narrated from Muhammad bin Salim



bin Abdurrahman al-Azdi from Ali bin al-Husayn bin Rabat from Mansoor bin Hazim from Abdurrahman
al-Qasseer that Imam Abu Ja'far al-Bagqjir (as) had said when talking about the verse (You are only a

warner and (there is) a guide for every people):

“The Prophet (S) is the warner and Ali is the guide. By Allah, it (the mission) has never been away from

us and it will still among us until the Day of Resurrection. May Allah make us do what pleases Him!”

1. Biharul Anwar, vol.36 p.272, lthbat al-Hudat, vol.10 p.619, Awalim al-Uloom, vol. 15/3 p.135.

2. A-Kafi, vol. 1 p.247, 532, al-Khissal p.479, Kamal ad-Deen p.304, Kifayatul Athar p.220, al-Istinsar p.13-14, al-Ghayba
by at-Toossi p.141.

3. Al-Kafi, vol.1 p.338, al-Hidaya al-Kubra p.88, Ithbat al-Wassiyya p.225, 229, Kamal ad-Deen p.228, Kifayatul Athar
p.219, Dala’il al-lmama p.289, al-lkhtisas p.209, al-Ghayba by at-Toossi p. 164, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.117.

4. Imam ar-Redha (as) was buried in Tooss, a city in Iran, and then Haroon ar-Rasheed, the Abbasid caliph was buried
beside him.

5. A dynasty in Iran.

6. Quran, 2:157.

7. Al-Kafi, vol. 1 p.527, Kamal ad-Deen p.308, Oyoon Akhbar ar-Redha vol.1 p.41, al-lkhtisas p.210, al-Ghayba by at-
Toossi p. 143, Managib by ibn Shahrashoop vol.1 p.296.

8. He is the fourth imam of the Shia.

9. Biharul Anwar, vol.36 p.272, Awalim al-Uloom, vol.15/3 p.228.

10. Hashim is the grandfather of the Prophet (S).

11. Ithbat al-Wassiyya p.225, 227, Kamal ad-Deen p.281, Dala’il al-Imama p.240, Mugtadhab al-Athar p.9-10, al-Ghayba
by at-Toossi p.142, al-Istinsar p.8, al-Mukhtasar p. 159.
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