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Chapter 4: The Child’s Duties Towards Elders

and Friends

4.1: Initiating with Greeting

461. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The younger person should greet the elder, the one passing by should
greet the one who is sitting, and a small group should greet the large group.”1

462. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The nearest person to Allah and His Messenger is he who initiates

with greeting.”2

463. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The most obedient of you to Allah is he who initiates greeting his
friend.”3

464. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Greeting has seventy rewards, sixty nine of which are for he who initiates

the greeting and one is for the responder.”4

wally 2alll
461, e AN aclall oSGty uSI e Sualall (T sy agde atll JLas adl) Jsu

46223l 17 o gy s atlly Gulll JJoT Ty aule 4ttt Lis i

4633Culls L Lo T sl 4l (K5 LT sl aule atll Lo ic.


https://www.al-islam.org
https://www.al-islam.org/fr
https://www.al-islam.org/fr/children-quran-and-sunnah-muhammadi-reyshahri
https://www.al-islam.org/fr/children-quran-and-sunnah-muhammadi-reyshahri/section-3-childs-duties
https://www.al-islam.org/fr/children-quran-and-sunnah-muhammadi-reyshahri/chapter-4-childs-duties-towards-elders-and-friends
https://www.al-islam.org/fr/children-quran-and-sunnah-muhammadi-reyshahri/chapter-4-childs-duties-towards-elders-and-friends

‘o, . -

464. o131 Saaly fsuiiall { siay i i st aWiall :adall il Jle ALy,

4.2:Observing Rights

465. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, in his advice to Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyah: “O my child! Do not encroach
upon the right of your brother because of what is between you and him, because he whose rights you
breach is not your brother.”5

466. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “How bad is it for a man, whom his brother recognizes his rights but he does

not recognize the rights of his brother.”6
Ssiall le,

465Ls e YIS ial G Salmd ¥ [ L~ oy o5 i dibeny b —pdluall agle [le Loyl

25 LA F s

GA & Iwchguwdmumjahu

466. wal 35 Umi ¥ din 5a8 Soyag o J25I 28T Lo zadlall gyle die!

An explanation about a child greeting elders

Based on the traditions mentioned on the manner of raising children, one of the upbringing methods of
the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) was greeting children. He has explicitly said that by this behaviour he
wanted this custom to continue in the society. He (s.a.w.) said: “There are five things which | do not

abandon till | die and (one of them) is greeting children so that it can remain a custom after me.”7

However, it can be gathered from the traditions narrated in this chapter that all Muslims should precede
each other in greeting, especially it being the duty of the young greeting the elder.

Little contemplation will clarify that these narrations are not in conflict, but they are complementary to

each other and it is best to practice all of them.

This means that the duty of every person in the Islamic society is to precede in the greeting, but
etiquette requires that the younger greet the older, but if for any reason the younger person delays or
hesitates to greet the elder one, the elder has an upbringing duty to greet the younger one and thereby
making him understand his shortcomings and faults. This action, especially in respect to children, has a
better upbringing effect, and this is why the Prophet of Islam (s.a.w.) used to greet the children in order
to attract the attention of his followers to the upbringing effects of honouring the personality of the child

and respecting his feelings.



4.3: Taking the Elders as Examples

467. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The young among you should take example of your elders, and the elders

should be affectionate to the young ones. You should not be like the crude men of the Age of Ignorance
who neither had the understanding of religion nor did they contemplate about Allah. It is like the egg of a
viper that is found in the nest of an ostrich whose breaking is a sin and the little one that comes out of it

is harmful.”8
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4.4: Fulfilling Needs

468. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The believers are brethren. They fulfil the needs of each other, and by

fulfilling each other’s needs, Allah will fulfil their needs on Judgment Day.”9

469. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah will grant all the needs of he who seeks to fulfil the need of his
brother.” 10

470. al-Kafi, narrating from Safwan al-JammAl who said: “l was sitting with Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq]
(a.s.) when a man from Mecca named Maymun entered and complained about paying the rent of his

animals. The Imam said to me: “Stand up and help your brother.”

So | stood up with him and Allah solved his problem of his rent, then | returned to my place [in the
gathering]. Then Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) said: “What did you do with the need of your brother?”

| said: “Allah solved it for him, may my parents be your ransom.”

He (a.s.) said: “Indeed helping your Muslim brother is more beloved for me than seven [recommended]
circumambulations around the Ka’bah for the first time.”11
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4.5: Honouring

471. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who honours his brother has honoured Allah, and what do you

think will be done to one who has honoured Allah?”12

472. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Honour he who loves you and turn away from your enemy and you will

attain complete virtue.” 13
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4.6: Assisting

473. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who is capable of assisting and does so, Allah will assist him in

this world and in the Hereafter.”14

474. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah will continue to assist the servant as long as the servant assists

his brother.”15



475. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “When friendship grows, helping and cooperation will become incumbent.” 16

476. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A believer who fails his brother while he is capable of assisting him
will be forsaken by Allah in this world and in the Hereafter.”17
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4.7: Sharing

477. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Spend your wealth on paying the rights and share it with your friend, for

generosity to a person who does not ask is more fitting.” 18
478. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Nothing protects brotherhood as much as equal sharing.”19

479. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Sharing with friends is of nobility of a family.”20
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4.8:Maintaining Friendship

480. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Protect friendship, even though you do not find a protector.”21

481. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Allah, may His name be Exalted, will protect he who protects his friend.”22
3 haa
480Uk aai oI s Wadla 33U oS adall e 7 e Aoyl

481. MJMLSAIUA o_)SJJ;‘LL”ul tadull dle die.

4.9: Good Interaction

482. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Meet your brother with a happy face.”23

483. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Whoever says to his brother in faith “You are welcome’, Allah the
Exalted will write ‘welcome’ for him until Judgment Day.”24

484. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Whenever you meet your brethren, shake hands and show them your

happiness, this way you leave each other while your sins have certainly been forgiven.”25
485. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Cheerfulness is a trap for friendship.”26

486. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Indeed Allah hates he who frowns in the faces of his brothers.”27
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4.10: Good Remembrance

487. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the brother of a believer. He protects him in his absence
and guards his properties for him; and a believer is the mirror of the believer”.28

488. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the mirror of his believing brother. When he is absent he
wishes good for him, and when he is present he keeps away from him what he dislikes and he makes a

place for him in a gathering.”29

489. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Speak about your brother in his absence in the best form, better than

what you like to be mentioned about when you are absent from him.”30
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4.11: Advice and Goodwill

490. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Every one of you should give advice [want good] to their brother the

same way that he is for himself.”31

491. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the brother of the believer and does not stop advising

him at any time.”32

492. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Grant your good will to your friend, your help to your acquaintances, and



your good manners to all people.”33

493. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Benevolence will produce love.”34

494. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “It is the nature of a believer to want good for others.”35
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4.12: Presenting the Defect as a Gift

495. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Your best of brothers is he who shows you your defects.”36

496. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A believer is the mirror of the believer, for he observes him and then fulfils

his need and beautifies his character.”37

497. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The fruit of brotherhood is protecting one in his absence and gifting him his

defect.”38

498. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who makes your defect manifest for you is your friend.”39

499. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The most beloved of my friends is he who gifts me my defects.”40
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4.13: Ignoring Faults

500. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Be moderate with people, honour scholars and ignore the faults of your
brethren; for the Master of the first and the last (s.a.w.) has disciplined you with his saying: “Forgive he
who has done injustice to you, keep ties with he who has cut his ties with you, and give to he who has

deprived you.”41

501. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Tolerate the fault of your friend for the time your enemy attacks.”42
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4.14: Avoidance of Scorning

502. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Do not scorn the faults of he who has come to you with his friendship,
and do not hold against him his wrongs that he is ashamed of, for this is not of the morals of the

Messenger of Allah or of the morals of his friends.”43
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4.15: Avoiding Hurting Others

503. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The lowest of people is he who humiliates people.”44

504. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Whoever hurts a believer has hurt me, and whoever hurts me surely

has hurt Allah, and whoever hurts Allah is cursed in the Torah, the Gospel, the Psalm and the Qur'an.”45

505. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said, concerning the rights of a neighbour: “When you buy fruit, gift some to
him, and if you do not want to do so, carry it [into the house] secretly and do not let your child come
outside with it, lest the feelings of his children become hurt.”46

506. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “By Allah, the righteous are victorious. Do you know who they are?

They are those who do not even hurt a small ant.”47
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