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Chapter 27: On What Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) Said About
Harut And Marut

27-1 The interpreter Muhammad ibn Al-Qasim al-Jurjani known as Abil Hassan - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Yusuf ibon Muhammad ibn Ziyad and Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Sayyar quoted on
the authority of their father, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali (a.s.), on the authority of his father Ali
ibn Muhammad (a.s.), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali (a.s.), on the authority of his
father Al-Ridha’ Ali ibn Musa (a.s.), on the authority of his father Musa ibn Ja’far (a.s.), on the authority
of his father As-Sadiq Ja’far ibn Muhammad (a.s.) who said the following regarding the Honorable the
Exalted God’s words, ‘They followed what the evil ones gave out (falsely) against the power of Solomon:
the blasphemers Were, not Solomon, but the evil ones, teaching men Magic, and such things as came
down at Babylon to the angels Harut and Marut. But neither of these taught anyone (a.s.uch things)
without saying, ‘We are only for trial;, so do not blaspheme.’ They learned from them the means to sow
discord between man and wife. But they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's permission. And
they learned what harmed them, not what profited them. And they knew that the buyers of (magic) would

have no share in the happiness of the
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Hereafter. And vile was the price for which they did sell their souls, if they but knew!’1 The atheist evil
ones used magic for the people of Solomon. The people followed them and thought that Solomon had
used the same forms of magic to rule. So they thought that they would use the same means of magic to
show miracles to the people and have the people obey them. They said that Solomon was a blasphemer
and a powerful magician. The Honorable the Exalted God refutes them and says, °..the blasphemers
Were, not Solomon,...”2 He did not use magic as they claim *..but the evil ones (blasphemed), teaching
men Magic...’3 which they ascribed to Solomon and the two angels °..and such things as came down at

Babylon to the angels Harut and Marut...’4

There were many magicians and tricksters after Noah. Therefore, the Honorable the Exalted God sent
the two angels (Harut and Marut) to the Prophet of the time to teach him magic and how to cancel its
effect. Solomon learned this from those two angels and taught it to the people according to the
Honorable the Exalted God’s orders. He ordered the two angels to stand up against magic and cancel its
effect this way. He admonished them against using magic on the people. This is like introducing a

poison and its anti-poison to someone.

Then the Honorable the Exalted God said, “...But neither of these taught anyone (a.s.uch things) without
saying, ‘We are only for trial; so do not blaspheme....’5 This means that that Prophet (S) ordered the two
angels to appear to the people in human form and teach the people what God had taught them in this
regard. The Honorable the Exalted God also said, °..But neither of these taught anyone (a.s.uch things)
without saying, ‘We are only for trial; so do not blaspheme...”’6 And the trial for the people is obeying the
Honorable the Exalted God by what they learn and cancel the effect of the magic acts of the magicians.
Therefore, you should also not blaspheme by using this magical power and harming the people, or
inviting them to believe that you raise the dead or put the living to death using these magical powers and
do things which no one but God can do. Do not blaspheme since these deeds constitute blasphemy.

The Honorable the Exalted God said, “.. They learned from them...’7 meaning the people who were

seeking magic learned it from what the Satans wrote for the people of Solomon and things which were



sent down at Babylon to the angels Harut and Marut. They learned ‘the means to
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sow discord between man and wife.’8 These were the people who taught other people ways to harm

others.”

Using various tricks and manipulations such as such and such a thing is buried in such and such a
place, or so and so did such and such an act, they learned how to harm the people and make a married
woman fall in love with a strange man or make a married man fall in love with a woman. Thus they
caused discord between a couple. Then the Honorable the Exalted says, *..But they could not thus harm
anyone except by Allah's permission...’9 This means that God is aware of what they do, but leaves them
on their own. Had He willed to stop them He could have done so using force and wrath. He then says,
‘...And they learned what harmed them, not what profited them...’10, since once they learned magic with
the intention of casting a spell over others and harming them they would have learned what would hurt
their religion or what would be of no benefit for their religion. Rather they would have abandoned God’s
religion using magic. These people knew well that whoever sells his religion for these things will have no
share in Paradise, ‘... And they knew that the buyers of (magic) would have no share in the happiness of
the Hereafter...’11 Then the Honorable the Exalted God said, ..And vile was the price for which they did
sell their souls, if they but knew!...”12 and exposed themselves to everlasting punishment. They had sold
their Hereafter and abandoned their share of Paradise. But those who taught magic were the same
people who believed that there is no God, no Resurrection and no Hereafter. That is why God says,
“...And they knew that the buyers of (magic) would have no share in the happiness of the Hereafter...!’13,
since they believed that there is no Hereafter. They believed that if there is no Hereafter, they would not

have any benefits in this world either. And if there is a Hereafter, they would not gain any benefits there



due to their disbelief. Then God says, ‘... And vile was the price for which they did sell their souls... 14
meaning that they will be punished since they sold the Hereafter for this world and exposed themselves
to everlasting punishment .. if they but knew!’15 But they do not know since they deny it. Once they did
not ponder over God’s proofs to understand and learn, God will punish them for their false beliefs and for
their denial of the truth.

Yusuf ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad and Ali ibon Muhammad ibn Sayyar quoted on the authority of their
fathers that they have told Al-Hassan ibn
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Ali (al-Askari) (a.s.), “There are some people who believe that Harut and Marut were two angels who
were sent down to the Earth when the extent of the disobedience of the Children of Adam increased.
God chose those two angels and sent them down along with another angel. They were attracted to
Venus and fell into sin by lusting after her, and drinking wine and killing people. Then God punished
them in Babylon and perverted that woman named Venus into the form of the planet Venus.” The Imam
(a.s.) said, “I seek refuge in God from these words! The angels are innocent, and are safeguarded from
atheism and bad deeds by God’s Grace. About them the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘... who flinch



not (from executing) the Commands they receive from Allah, but do (precisely) what they are
commanded.’16 Also the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘To Him belong all (creatures) in the heavens
and on earth. Even those who are in His (very) Presence17 are not too proud to serve Him, nor are they
(ever) weary (of His service). They celebrate His praises night and day, nor do they ever flag or
intermit.’18 God has also said the following about the angels, °..Glory be to Him! they are (but) servants
raised to honor. They speak not before He speaks, and they act (in all things) by His Command. He
knows what is before them, and what is behind them, and they offer no intercession except for those

who are acceptable, and they stand in awe and reverence of His (Glory). 19

Then the Imam added, “Then if it be as they said, God had established these angels as His vicegerents
on the Earth and they were like the Prophets and the Divine Leaders. Do the Prophets and the Divine
Leaders ever commit murders or adultery? Don’t you know that the Honorable the Exalted God has
never left the Earth without a human Prophet or Divine Leader? Has not the Honorable the Exalted God
said, ‘Nor did We send before thee (as apostles)... 20 meaning apostles to the people .. any but men,
whom we did inspire, (men) living in human habitations...’21 Therefore He has informed us that He has

not sent the angels down to the Earth as leaders or rulers but to be as messengers to God’s Prophets.”

Yusuf ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad and Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Sayyar added, “We asked him, ‘Was Satan
an angel or not?’ He (a.s.) said, ‘No. He was of the genies. Have you not heard that the Honorable the
Exalted God said, ‘Behold! We said to the angels, ‘Bow down to Adam.’ They bowed down except
Satan. He was one of the Jinn... 22 Thus in this verse

G300 11515 858510 Gadl Gl G it Gl o 4l 5T 23T i oliae S G EpGD G
Sl salady G 8580l Gl Qi Wi IG5 &5 & (T asiiall i iy Sl (s G
Al DG 5] 15 el 305 20l il ZUy1 OGS Ea50 5h il LRI 138 81D A g dr 5
Doaily 130T Lo Al {5l ¥) s Uy 5o D1 O .l SO Gl LI Gn sbasdin Gl slas
Ol He & s ¥) KOG Ga 15 (saie a3 o=5315 wlslaialdl 3 o 5) 1025 5o JE (Cudel b
B ¥ 550350 Sle o) < Lnil a800GAT 3 055 5o 05 (Gushil ¥ 5Lty S & A il ¥5

Osiiihia GEA Go oay ooalhl el W] o eadi ¥ dl Ll peandl Gt Lo o Tag slang o 5aly oy J3EIL)

S e LVE 15KG =0 e clls Kl ¥ Jas 18 d

G315 Gudilt A8 200l e 815 ¥ G o sS00 RIS

" $. g, . oz % o8 P S & . ol S fet g G o5 9 Fstes . o 1 % s ot oz wf
Ua5 5o dlt Gualsl 2l Ge alal 51 7 S 18 Giall Py F U2 5ol of (103 Sl sadlialt aille JG (5
< 89% _ e - g

M G e 118 ST (Al JaT e pail] a i Y, 3] IR ) i SIS W L) <0
Al bt Gl LRSS il 15,500 330,



P ,., P2y

(L Lo il 555 1168 JTad <40 G Y.

%
o G o= s f, P P

SIS Gualil 91 153508 253 150501 ol uls 1) Jﬁﬁjﬁmrumu Sall be R Y g
Jus 6—\-”,94\3 uA“ uls “-"JAJ:)/S;);;E (uAJI

the Honorable the Exalted God informs us that Satan is one of the genies. It is the same about whom
the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘And the Jinn race, We had created before, from the fire of a

scorching wind.”23

Al-Imam Al-Hassan ibn Ali (a.s.) narrated that his father (a.s.) quoted on the authority of his grandfather
(a.s.), on the authority of Al-Ridha’ (a.s.), on the authority of his forefathers (a.s.), on the authority of Al
(a.s.) that God’s Prophet (S) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God chose us the Household of
Muhammad and chose the Prophets and the nearby-stationed angels. This appointment was based
upon the fact that we will not do anything which would cause us to forgo His Mastery, would be denied

His Protection and join the ranks of those who deserve His Punishment.”

Yusuf ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad and Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Sayyar added, “We told him that it is
narrated that when God’s Prophet (S) declared the Mastery of Ali (a.s.), the Honorable the Exalted God
presented His Mastery to a group of people and angels in the Heavens but they refused to accept it.
Then God perverted them into the shape of frogs.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “I take refuge in God! They
denounce us and ascribe lies to us. The angels are God’s messengers like other Prophets and
Messengers to the people. Could they blaspheme to God?” We said, “No.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “The

angels are this way. The rank of the angels is very high. Their affairs are very magnificent.”

27-2 Tamim ibn Abdullah ibn Tamim al-Qurashi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad
ibn Ali Al-Ansari quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-Jahm, “I heard that Al-Ma’mun asked Al-
Ridha’ Ali ibn Musa (a.s.) about the following which the people say, “Venus is the perverted form of a
woman with whom Harut and Marut practiced black witchcraft and Canopus24 is the perverted form of
the tax collector in Yemen.” Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “No. They lie when they say that those two were
perverted into Venus and Canopus stars. They were perverted into two aqueous creatures. The people
are mistaken when they say that those two were perverted into two stars. God would not distort His
enemies into the form of bright stars which would illuminate forever. The perverted would not live for
more than three days. They will not reproduce either. There are no perverted creatures on the Earth
these days. Animals like monkeys, pigs, bears or other similar animals are not
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perverted themselves, but are similar to those who were cursed and perverted by God for denying the
Unity of God and denouncing the Prophets. However, Harut and Marut were two angels who taught the
people magic so that they could escape the magic of the magicians and cancel the effect of their magic.
They told whomever they taught magic, °.. We are only for trial; so do not blaspheme... 25 However,
there were some people who blasphemed via what they had learned and used what they had learned to
cause discord and separation between husband and wife. The Honorable the Exalted God says, °.. But
they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah’s permission... 26 meaning with His Knowledge.”
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24. Canopus which is also called Suhail. Canopus, or Alpha Carinae, is the brightest star in the southern constellation of
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