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Characteristics related to the Number Eight

A believer should have eight characteristics
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God's Prophet (S) told Ali b. Abi Talib (A): “O Ali! A believer should have eight characteristics:

1- He should maintain his dignity when calamities befall him.

2- He should be patient when he is in trouble.

3- He should be grateful when he has plenty of blessings.

4- He should be content with his share of God-given daily bread.

5- He should not oppress his enemies.

6- He should not be a burden on his friends.

7- He should use his body (to perform his duties).

8- People should be safe from him.”1

Those who go to the Mosque often shall acquire one of eight

characteristics
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Those who go to the Mosque often shall acquire one of the following eight characteristics: brotherhood

for the sake of God, the Honourable and Exalted, new knowledge, a word of guidance, a word which

may save him from destruction, an awaited mercy or abandonment of sins out of shyness or fear. 2

The eight classes of people who should blame no one but

themselves if they are insulted
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God's Prophet (S) told Ali b. Abi Talib (A): “O Alit The following eight have no one but themselves to
blame if they are insulted: those who attend a banquet without being invited, those who order their hosts
around at a party, those who expect goodness from their enemies, those who seek favours from lowly
people, those who interfere in other people's private affairs without being asked to do so, those who
mock rulers, those who sit in a position which they do not deserve and those who converse with people
who do not listen to them” 3

1. P.675,No 2.
2.P.681,No 12
3. P.681,No 13.
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