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Chapter 4: On Imam Al-Kazim's (a.s.) Clear

Appointment of Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)

4-1 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Al-
Hassan ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Isa quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-

Hassan ibn Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Asbagq, on the
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authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Hassan al-Maysami — who was one of the Wagifites1 quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Isma’il ibn Al-Fadhl al-Hashemi, “l| went to see Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.) when he
was seriously ill. | asked him: If God forbid something should happen to you, whom should we follow?

He said, “Follow my son Ali (Imam al-Ridha’). His writing is my writing. He is my Testamentary Trustee,

and my successor after me.

4-2 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar and Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted
on the authority of Anmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa Al-Ash'ari, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn
Yagteen, on the authority of his brother Al-Husayn, on the authority of his father Ali ibn Yaqgteen, “I was
with Abil Hassan2 Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.). His son Ali (Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)) was with him. Then he said, ‘O Ali,
This son of mine is the master of my children. | put my nickname on him.” Then Hisham (who heard this
from me) hit himself on the forehead and said, ‘Verily from God we are! Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) has thus

”

informed you of his upcoming death.

4-3 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of
Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob and Uthman ibn Isa, on the
authority of Al-Husayn ibn No’aym As-Sahhaf, “| was in Baghdad with Hisham ibn al-Hikam and Ali ibn
al-Yagteen. Ali ibn al-Yagteen said, ‘I was (a.s.itting) in the presence of the virtuous servant Musa ibn
Ja'far (a.s.). Then his son Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) entered. Then he said, ‘O Ali! This is the master of my
children. I have given him my nickname3.” Then Hisham hit himself on the forehead and said, ‘Woe!
What did you say?’ Then Ali ibn Yaqgteen said, ‘| swear by God that | heard him say (what | just told
you).” Then Hisham said, ‘By God, he has informed you that the affairs are entrusted to him (Imam al-

"

Ridha’) (after Imam Musa Al-Kazim).

4-4 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutawakkil - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Al-Husayn As-Sa’dabadi quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Abi Abdullah al-Barqi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
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Dawood ibn Zorbi, on the authority of Ali ibn Yaqgteen, “Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) told me - without me
having said anything to him, ‘This is my most knowledgeable child. | have placed my nickname on him.’
He pointed to Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) with his hand.”

4-5 In another tradition we read that my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Al-
Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Isa quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Asbag, on the authority of
Uthman ibn al-Qasim, “Mansoor ibn Yunus bin Bozorj told me that once he went to visit Abul Hassan,
that is Imam Musa ibn Ja’far (al-Kazim) (a.s.). Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ‘O Mansoor! Do you know
what | have done today?’ Mansoor said, ‘No.” Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ’| have appointed my son Al
as my Testamentary Trustee, and my successor after me.” Then Mansoor said, ‘I then went to see Al-
Ridha’ (a.s.) and congratulated him (a.s.) this. | let him know that his father had instructed me to do so.’
However, Mansoor later denied this, confiscated the property that he had4 control over, and spent it.”

4-6 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Musa Al-Khashshab, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr Al-Bezanti, on
the authority of Zakaria ibn Adam, on the authority of Dawood ibn Kathir that he said to Abi Abdullah,
“May | be your ransom! Who should | follow if anything should happen to you and you perish?” Imam
As-Sadiq (a.s.) said, “My son Musa.” Then this happened. By God, | did not have the least bit of doubt
in my mind about (the appointment of) Musa (a.s.). About thirty years passed. Then | went to see Abul
Hassan Musa (al-Kazim) (a.s.) and said, “May | be your ransom! Who should | follow if anything should
happen to you and you perish?” Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, “My son Ali.” Dawood added, “Then this



happened. By God, | did not have the least bit of doubt in my mind about (the appointment of) Ali (al-
Ridha’) (a.s.).”

4-7 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Hajjal, on the authority
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of Muhammad ibn Sinan, on the authority of Dawood al-Raq'qi that he asked Abi Ibrahim Musa ibn Ja'far
(a.s.), “May | be your ransom! | have become old. Then tell me who will be the Divine Leader (Imam)
after you?” Dawood al-Riqgi then continued, “The Imam (a.s.) pointed at Abul Hassan Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)

and said, ‘He is the possessor of authority over you after me.””

4-8 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad Al-Hajjal and Ahmad ibn



Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr Al-Bezanti, on the authority of Abi Ali Al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Dawood
Ar-Riqgi that he asked Abi Ibrahim - that is Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.), “May my father be your ransom! |
have become old. | am afraid that something might happen to me, and | may not be able to visit you
anymore. Can you please inform me about the Imam after you?” Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “My son,
Ali.”

4-9 In another tradition it is narrated that my father narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad
ibn al-Valid, Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Motavakil, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar and
Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluwayh — may God be pleased with them - quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-
Ash'ari, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad ash-Shami, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Musa
al-Khashshab, on the authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of Al-Husayn Maula Abi Abdullah, on
the authority of Abi al-Hakam, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Ibrahim Al-Ja'fari, on the authority of
Yazid ibn Saleet az-Zaydi, “My travel companions and | met Abu Abdullah (Imam as-Sagqiq) (a.s.) on
the way to Mecca. | told him, ‘May my mother and father be your ransom! You are one of the
Immaculate Imams (a.s.). There is no escape from death for anyone. Then please tell me something
(the Imam who will succeed you) so that | could tell my descendants.” The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘Yes. These
are my children, and he is their master.” The Imam (a.s.) pointed at his son, Musa (a.s.). He (a.s.)
added, ‘He has knowledge, just judgement, understanding, generosity and recognition of what the

people need regarding their conflicts concerning their religious affairs. He is good-tempered. He is a
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good neighbor. He is a gate from the gates of the Almighty the Sublime God. There is another important
point about him that is even more important than all these points.” Yazid ibn Saleet continued, ‘My father
told him, ‘May my father and mother be your ransom! What is this point?’ The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘The
Almighty God will deliver this nation's helper through him - their helper, their knowledge, their light, their
understanding and their just judgement. He will deliver through him the best baby and the best youth.
God will prevent bloodshed through him. He will settle the disputes through him. He will eliminate
separation through him. He will fill the gaps through him. He will clothe the bare through him. He will
feed the hungry through him. He will secure the fearful ones through him. He will send down rain
because of him. He will make the servants obedient due to him. He will be the best middle-aged man.
He will be the best young man. His family will be given the glad tidings (of his becoming the Imam before
puberty). His words are full of wisdom. His silence is out of knowledge. He will clarify for the people
issues on which they differ.” Yazid ibn Saleet continued, ‘My father asked, ‘May my father and my
mother be our ransom! Will we have a child after him?’ Then the Imam (a.s.) said, ‘Yes.” Then he
stopped talking. Then Yazid ibn Saleet said, ‘Il met Abul Hassan - that is Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) after a
while and told him, ‘May my father and my mother be our ransom! | wish that you inform me (of the one
who will follow you) just as your father did.” Then Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ‘My father (a.s.) lived at a
time that was quite different from this time.” Then Yazid ibn Saleet said, ‘God will damn whoever stops
the following of the Divine Leaders at ths point!’” Then the Imam (a.s.) laughed and said, ‘O Aba Imara! |
left my house. | set all my sons including Ali as my Testamentary Trustees on the surface. However, in
private, | appointed him (Imam al-Ridha’) as my Testamentary Trustee. In fact, | dreamt of God's
Prophet (S) and the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) with him, along with a ring, a sword, a cane, a
book and a turban. | asked what these were. The Prophet (S) said, ‘The turban is a sign of the kingdom
of the Almighty God. The sword is a sign of the Honor of the Almighty God. The book is a sign of the
Light of the Almighty God. The cane is a sign of the Might of the Almighty God. And the ring includes all
of these.” The Prophet (S) added, ‘The affairs will be entrusted to your son Ali.” Yazid ibn Saleet added,
‘Then the Imam (a.s.) said, ‘O Yazid! You are entrusted with these. Do not speak to anyone about what |

told you except
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for intelligent people, or those whose hearts have been tested for faith by God, or honest ones. Do not
be ungrateful for the Almighty God’s Blessings. Testify if you are ever asked to testify to this since God
the Blessed the Sublime has said, ‘God doth command you to render back your Trusts to those to whom
they are due....”;5 He also said, ‘... Ah! who is more unjust than those who conceal the testimony they
have from God?...’6 Then Yazid ibn Saleet said, ‘By God, | will never do that.” Then Abul Hassan (a.s.)
said, ‘Then God's Prophet (S) started to enumerate his characteristics and said, ‘Your son Ali is one who
looks using God's light; hears using God's understanding; speaks using God's wisdom; always acts right
and never makes any mistakes; he is knowledgeable and is not ignorant; he is filled with wisdom and
knowledge. But how short a period will you be with him! It will be so short that it is as if he was never
with you. Thus settle your affairs upon your return from this journey. Relieve yourself of your wishes,
since you will be separated from them and be with other things. Therefore, gather your children together,
and have God be as a witness over them all. It suffices for God to witness.” Then Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)
said, ‘O Yazid! | will die this year. My son Ali has the same name as Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.). He has
been granted the understanding of the former, and his knowledge, grandeur and honor. He is not
allowed to say anything until four years after Harun. Then after the four years have passed, you may ask

”

him any question you have. He will answer your question by the Almighty God's will.

4-10 In another tradition it is narrated that (the author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of al-Abbas an-Nakhkhas al-Asadi, “| asked Al-Ridha’ (a.s.), ‘Are you the
possessor of authority now?’ Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) replied, ‘Yes. By God, | am the Divine Leader of the people

and the genies.”

4-11 In another tradition it is narrated that Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja'far al-Hamadani - may God be

pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn lbrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Bareqi, on the authority of Soleiman ibn Hafs al-Marwazi, “| went
to see Abul Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.). | wanted to ask about the Divine Leader (Imam) after him. He
(a.s.) looked at me. Before | asked any question he (a.s.) said, ‘O Soleiman! Ali (Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)) is my

son, my Testamentary Trustee and the Divine
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Leader (Imam) of the people after me. He is my noblest child. Then witness on his behalf to my followers

and my friends who want to know about my successor if you live after me.”

4-12 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Hajjal, on the authority of Sa’d ibn Zakarya ibn
Adam, on the authority of Ali ibn Obaydullah al-Hashemi, “We were nearly sixty Shiites who were next
to the tomb of the Prophet (S). Abu Ibrahim Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) came towards us. He was holding the
hand of his son - Ali - in his hand. He said, ‘Do you know who | am?’ We said, ‘You are our Master and
our elder.” Then he said, ‘Tell me my name and my family.” Then we said, ‘You are Musa ibn Ja'far ibn
Muhammad (a.s.).” Then he asked, ‘Who is this with me?’ Then we said, ‘He is Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja'far
(a.s.).” He said, ‘Then bear witness that he is my counsel in my life, and is my Testamentary Trustee
after my death.’

4-13 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Marhoom, “I left Basra
to go towards Medina. | met Aba Ibrahim (Imam al-Kazim) (a.s.) who was being taken to Basra. He sent

someone to me and | went to him. Then Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) gave me several books and ordered me



to take them to Medina. | asked him, ‘May | be your ransom! Who should | give these books to?’ He
(a.s.) replied, ’Give them to my son Ali (Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)). He is my Testamentary Trustee and in charge

of my affairs. He is my best son.”

4-14 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may
God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn ibn Abi Al-Khattab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-Fozayl, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Al-Harith whose mother is a descendant of Ja'far ibn Abi Talib, “Abu Ibrahim
(al-Kazim) (a.s.) sent someone after us, gathered us together and asked us, ‘Do you know why | have

gathered you together?” We replied, ‘No.” Imam
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Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ‘Bear witness that this — my son Ali is my Testamentary Trustee. He (a.s.) is in
charge of all my affairs. He (a.s.) is my successor. Whoever has lent me something can take it back
from him. Whoever has been given a promise by me should ask him to fulfill that promise. Whoever has

to visit me in person can come to see me with a note from him.””

4-15 In another tradition it is narrated that Al-Mudhaffar ibn Ja'far Al-Alavi As-Samargandi - may God



be pleased with him - narrated that Ja'far ibn Muhammad ibn Mas’ood al-Ayyashi quoted on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Yusuf ibn As-Sakht, on the authority of Ali ibn Qasim al-
Uraydhi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Safwan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Haydar
ibn Ayyoub that Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Hashemi said, “The Shiites will accept Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’
(a.s.) to be their Divine Leader now.” Haydar ibn Ayyoub said, “How come?” He said, “Abul Hassan
Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) called them in and appointed him as his Testamentary Trustee.”

4-16 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hakam, on the authority of Haydar ibn Ayyoub, “We were in a place
known as Qaba in Medina where Muhammad ibn Zayd ibn Ali lived. Muhammad came later than usual.
We asked him, ‘May we be your ransom! What kept you from coming on time?’ He said, ‘Abu lbrahim
(a.s.) invited seventeen men from the descendants of Ali (a.s.) and (the Blessed Lady) Fatima (a.s.). He
had us bear witness that his son Ali is his Testamentary Trustee and deputy in his lifetime and after his
death and that he accepts Ali's decrees against him or in favor of him.” Muhammad ibn Zayd continued,
‘O Haydar (ibn Ayyoub)! By God, today he appointed him as the Imam. The Shiites will follow him from
today. Haydar said, ‘What are you saying? God will keep him alive.” Muhammad (ibn Zayd) said, ‘O
Haydar (ibn Ayyoub)! Once he (a.s.) appointed his son (Ali) as his Testamentary Trustee, he has
established Ali (a.s.) as the Imam.’ Ali ibn al-Hakam said, ‘Haydar (ibn Ayyoub) passed away while he

was still in doubt.’

4-17 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluwayh -may God be pleased with
him- quoted on the authority of his
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uncle Muhammad ibn Abil Qasim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufi, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Khalaf, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul Rahman, on the authority of Asad ibn Abi al-
Alla, on the authority of Abdul Rahman ibn al-Hajjaj that, “Abul Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) appointed
his son Ali (a.s.) as his Testamentary Trustee. He wrote him a note and had sixty of the noble men of

Medina sign it as witnesses.”

4-18 In another tradition it is narrated that Ahmad ibn Zayad ibn Ja'far al-Hamadani - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn lbrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ismalil ibn Mar'rar and Salih ibn As-Sindi, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul Rahman, on
the authority of Husayn ibn Bashir, “Abul Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) appointed his son Ali (Al-Ridha’)
(a.s.) just as God's Prophet (S) appointed Ali (a.s.) on the day of Ghadir Khom. He (a.s.) said, ‘O people
of Medina! This is my Testamentary Trustee after me.” Or said, ‘O people of the mosque! This is my

Testamentary Trustee after me.”

4-19 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Motavakil - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Khazzaz, “We went towards Mecca with Al
ibn Abi Hamza. He was carrying some goods and property. | asked him, ‘What is all of this?” He said,
‘They belong to the good servant (Imam al-Kazim). He has ordered me to take them to his son Ali (a.s.)

since he has appointed him as his Testamentary Trustee.”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “Ali ibn Hamza denied this after the death of Imam

Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) and did not turn these goods and property over to Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.).”

4-20 In another tradition it is narrated that Ali ibn Abdullah al-Warraq - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on the
authority of Yunus ibn Abdurrahman, on the authority of Safwan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Ayyoub
al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Salama ibn Mohrez that he told Abi Abdillah (a.s.), “A man from the
Ejelites asked, ‘How much longer do you hope this old man will live? He will die in a couple of years and

you will have no one to place your hopes in.” Abu Abdillah (a.s.)
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asked, “Why didn’t you tell him that it is this Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) who has become a man? We have
bought him a slave-wife who is legitimate for him. Soon you will see that God willing he will have a

highly-intelligent son.”

4-21 In another tradition it is narrated that Al-Mudhaffar ibn Ja'far Al-Mudhaffar Al-Alawi As-
Samargandi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ja'far ibn Muhammad ibn Masoud quoted
on the authority of his father, on the authority of Yusuf ibn As-Sakht, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Qasim,
on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja'far ibn Khalaf, on the authority of Ismalil ibn al-
Khattab, “Abul Hassan (a.s.) often praised his son Ali (a.s.), and expressed his nobilities and virtues in a

manner in which he never praised others. It was as if he wanted to attract their attention to him.”

4-22 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on the
authority of Yunus ibn Abdir-Rahman, on the authority of Ja'far ibn Khalaf that he had heard Abul
Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) say, “One who can see his son that he will leave behind as a memory
before he dies is prosperous. God has shown me the son that | will leave behind by giving him to me.”

Abul Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) was pointing at him - that is Al-Ridha’ (a.s.).

4-23 In another tradition from Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-valid - may God be pleased
with him - it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn



Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Abdullah Muhammad al-Hajjal, Ahmad ibn Abi Nasr al-Bezanti,
Muhammad ibn Sinan, Ali ibn Sinan, and Ali, on the authority of al-Hakam, on the authority of Al-
Husayn ibn al-Mukhtar who said, “These sheets came to us from Abi Ibrahim Musa (a.s.) while he was

in prison in which it was written, “My successor is my oldest son.”

4-24 In another tradition we read that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdillah, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa bin Obayd, on
the authority of Yunus ibn Abdurrahman, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn al-Mokhtar, “When Abul
Hassan (Imam Al-Kazim) (a.s.) passed by Basra, we received letters from him (a.s.) in which it was

written, ‘My successor
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”

is my oldest son (Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)).

4-25 In another tradition from (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased with



him - it is narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on
the authority Ziyad ibn Marwan al-Qandi, “I went to see Abi lbrahim (a.s.). His son Ali was with him. He
told me, ‘O Ziyad! This is his writing that is (just as effective as) my writing. His words are my words. His

messenger is my messenger. And whatever he says, (the truth) is in what he says.”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “In fact, Ziyad ibn Marwan al-Qandi narrated this
tradition. But he later denied it after Musa (a.s.) passed away. He became one of the Vagafites7 and

confiscated whatever he had that belonged to Musa ibn Ja’far (a.s.).

4-26 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Hajjal, on the authority of Sa'eed ibn Abil Jahm, on
the authority of Nasr ibn Qaboos that he told Abi Ibrahim Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.), “l asked your father
(a.s.) ‘Who is going to be your successor?’ Your father (a.s.) informed me that you were his successor.
When Abu Abdillah (a.s.) passed away each group of people went on different ways. But my friends and
| believed in you. Then please inform me about whom your successor will be.” Musa ibn Ja’far (a.s.)

said, “My son Ali.”

4-27 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may
God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of
Al-Hassan ibn Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Nasr ibn Qaboos that Abul Hassan (Imam al-
Kazim) (a.s.) told him, “My son Ali (Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)) is my oldest son. He is the most obedient of them to
me. He studies the books of AL-JAFR and AL-JAME’A along with me. No one can look at these two

books except for the Prophet and his Testamentary Trustees.”

4-28 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdillah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abi Abdillah al-
Barqi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
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Abdurrahman, on the authority of Mufaz'zal ibn Umar, “l went to see Abil Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.)
and he was holding his son Ali (a.s.) in his arms. He kissed him, sucked his tongue, put him on his back,
hugged him and said, May my father and mother be your ransom! How good-scented you are! How
pure a nature! How clear are your nobilities!” Mufadhdhal said, “May | be your ransom! There is a feeling
of love in my heart for this child that | have for no one else but you.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “O
Mufadhdhal! He is to me as | was to my father (a.s.), ‘Offspring, one of the other. And God heareth and
knoweth all things.” Mufadhdhal asked, “Is he in charge of the affairs after you?” The Imam (a.s.) said,
“Yes. Whoever obeys him will make progress. Whoever disobeys him is an infidel.”

4-29 In another tradition it is narrated that Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja’far al-Hamadani - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn lbrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sinan, “One day about a year before they took Abil Hassan Al-Kazim (a.s.)
to Iraq, | went to see him. His son Ali Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) was in front of him (a.s.). Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)
said, ‘O Muhammad (ibn Sinan)!’ | said, ’Yes.’” He said, ‘There will be a problem this year. Try not to get
upset.” Then he (a.s.) became silent. He hit the ground with his hand. Then the Imam (a.s.) looked at me
and recited the Quranic verse ‘but God will leave to stray, those who do wrong. God doeth what He
willeth.’s8 Muhammad (ibn Sinan) said, ‘May | be your ransom! What is the matter?’ He (a.s.) said,
‘Whoever oppresses this son of mine, does not honor his rights and denies his Divine Leadership after
me is like those who oppressed Ali ibn Abi-Talib (a.s.), did not honor his rights and denied his Divine
Leadership after the Prophet Muhammad (S).” Then Muhammad (ibn Sinan) realized that the Imam
(a.s.) was informing him about his upcoming death, and the appointment of his son. Muhammad (ibn
Sinan) said, Tl swear by God that if God extends my life, | will honor his right and accept his Divine
Leadership and] | will bear witness that he will be the Almighty God’s witness for the creatures after you,
and the inviter to His Religion.” The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘O Muhammad (ibn Sinan)! God will extend your



life, and you will invite the people to accept his Divine Leadership, and the Divine Leadership of the
Imam that will come after him.” Muhammad (ibn Sinan) said, ‘O May | be your ransom! Who is it?’ He
(a.s.) said, ‘His son Muhammad.9’ Muhammad (ibn Sinan) said, ‘l accept.” He (a.s.) said, ‘Yes. | had

found you to be this
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way in the Commander of the Faithful’s (a.s.) book. Among our followers you are brighter than lightening
in the darkness of night.” The Imam (a.s.) then added, ‘O Muhammad (ibn Sinan)! Indeed Mufadhdhal

has been my companion, and a source of my comfort. You are going to be their10 companion (Imam Al-
Ridha’s (a.s.) and Imam Al-Jawad’s (a.s.) companion) and their source of comfort. It is forbidden for the

Fire to ever touch you.”

1. A sect comprised of those who believe that the Divine Leadership of the Immaculate Imams ended at the Imamate of
Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.) and do not recognize the Divine Leadership of the Imams who came after him.

2. Abil Hassan, Abal Hassan and Abul Hassan are all the same name but pronounced differently.

3. Both are called Abal Hassan

4. Which belonged to Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.)

5. Quran, 4:58

6. Quran, 2:140

7. The Waqjifites are those who believe that Divine Leadership stopped at the Imamate of Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.) and
do not recognize the Divine Leadership of the Imams who came after him.

8. Quran, 14:27

9. The ninth Imam Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa (a.s.) — Imam Al-Jawad

10. The eighth and the ninth Imams
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