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Chapter 18: The rising of as-Sufyani
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(1) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Ogda narrated from Muhammad bin al-Mufadhdhal bin
Ibraheem bin Qays from al-Hasan bin Ali bin Fadhdhal from Tha’laba bin Maymoon Abu Iss’haq from
Eessa bin A'yun that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“The rising of as-Sufyani is an inevitable matter. He will rise in the month of Rajab. It will take, since his
rising until his end, fifteen months. He will fight for six months. When he conquers the five districts, he

will rule for nine months no more no less.”1
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(2) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from al-Qassim bin Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Hazim
from Obayss bin Hisham from Muhammad bin Bishr al-Ahwal from Abdullah bin Jibilla from Eessa bin
A’yun from Mu’alla bin Khunays that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“Some things are inevitable and others are not. From among the inevitable things is the rising of as-
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Sufyani in Rajab.”2
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(38) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan at-Taymali from al-Hasan bin
Mahboob from Abu Ayyoob al-Khazzaz from Muhammad bin Muslim that Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as) had

said:

“Fear Allah, be pious and patient before the distresses of life and try your best to obey Allah. The utmost
happiness of a faithful is when he thinks of the afterlife and turns his back to this life and its transient

pleasures. If one reaches this degree of faith, he will know that he will get bliss, honor and the reward of
being in Paradise. He will feel safe from what he has feared and will be certain that he has been with the

truth and those, who oppose his beliefs, are certainly on the wrong path and surely will perish.
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Be delighted that you will get what you look forward to. Do you not see that your enemies hurry towards
sins and kill each other just for the pleasures of this life while you are safe in your houses and away from
them? It suffices you that as-Sufyani will avenge you on your enemies. It is one of the signs to you.
Although he is sinful but you will be safe for a month or two after his rising until he kills much many

people other than you.”
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Some of his companions said: “What about our families if that occurs?”

He said: “Men are to hide from him (as-Sufyani). His rage is against our followers and women will be
safe inshallah.”

It was said to him: “Whereto do men escape from him?”
He said: “Whoever wants to get away is to go to Medina or Mecca or other countries.”
Then he said: “But what do you do in Medina?! His army will attack Medina. You are to go to Mecca. It

will be the place of your meeting. It will be a sedition that will not last more than nine months inshallah.”3
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(4) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan from al-Abbas bin Aamir from
Abdullah bin Bukayr from Zurara bin A’yun that Abdul Melik bin A’yun had said:

“Once | was with Abu Ja'far al-Bagjir (as) when al-Qa'im (as) was mentioned before him. | said to him: I
hope that he (al-Qa'im) appears sooner without being preceded by the rising of as-Sufyani.”

He said: “By Allah, that will not be! It is an inevitable thing.”4
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(5) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan from Muhammad bin Khalid al-
Assamm from Abdullah bin Bukayr from Tha’laba bin Maymoon from Zurara from Hamran bin A’yun that
Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as) had said when talking about this verse, “Then He decreed a term; and there is

a term named with Him:"5
“They are two terms; one is inevitable and one is pending.”
Hamran asked him: “What is the inevitable one?”
He said: “It is a thing that has been determined by the will of Allah.”
Hamran said: “I hope that the term of as-Sufyani is of the pending ones.”
Abu Ja'far al-Baqir (as) said: “No, it is not. By Allah, it is of the inevitable ones.”6
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(6) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Muhammad bin Salim bin Abdurrahman al-Azdi
from Uthman bin Sa'eed at-Taweel from Ahmad bin Sulaym from Musa bin Bakr from al-Fudhay! bin

Yasar that Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as) had said:
“Matters are of two kinds; pending and inevitable. The rising of as-Sufyani is inevitable that must

occur.”7
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(7) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Abbad bin Ya'qoob
from Khallad as-Sa’igh that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:
“The rising of as-Sufyani is inevitable. He will rise in Rajab.”
A man asked: “O Abu Abdullah, when he rises, what shall we do?”
He said: “When he rises, you are to keep to us (Ahlul Bayt).”8
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(8) Abu Sulayman Ahmad bin Hawtha narrated from Ibraheem bin Iss’hag an-Nahawandi from Abu

Muhammad Abdullah bin Hammad al-Ansari from Amr bin Shimr that Jabir al-Ju’fi had said:

“Once | asked Abu Ja'far al-Bagjir (as) about as-Sufyani and he said: “As-Sufyani does not rise until



ash-Shaysabani rises before him. He (ash-Shaysabani) will rise from Kufa. He will flow like water. He

will kill your delegation. After that you expect the rising of as-Sufyani and then al-Qa'im (as).”9
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(9) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from al-Hasan bin Ali bin
Yasar ath-Thawri from al-Khaleel bin Rashid that Ali bin Abu Hamza had said:

“One day | accompanied Abul Hasan Musa bin Ja'far al-Kadhim (as) from Mecca to medina. He said to
me: “O Ali, if the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth revolt against the Abbasids, the earth will be

watered with their bloods (without defeating the Abbasids) until as-Sufyani rises.”
| said to him: “O my master, is his rising inevitable?”
He said: “Yes, itis.”

He pondered for a while then he raised his head and said: “The rule of the Abbasids is based on
cunning and deceit. It will go until it will be said that nothing of it has remained and then it will return as if
nothing has happened.” 10
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(10) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abdullah al-Khalanji that Abu
Hashim Dawood bin al-Qassim al-Ja’fari had said:

“Once we were with Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Jawad11 (as) when as-Sufyani was mentioned
and that his matter was inevitable. | said to Abu Ja'far al-Jawad (as): “Does Allah change His

determination concerning the inevitable matters?”

He said: “Yes, He does.”

We said to him: “We fear that He may change his determination concerning the matter of al-Qa'im!”
He said: “The matter of al-Qa'im is a part of the promise of Allah and Allah dose not fail to perform His

promise.” 12
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(11) Ali bin Ahmad al-Bandaneeji narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi from Muhammad bin
Musa from Ahmad bin Abu Ahmad from Muhammad bin Ali al-Qarashi that al-Hasan bin al-Jahm had

said:

“Once | said to Imam ar-Redha (as): “May Allah make you succeed! People narrate that as-Sufyani will
rise after the rule of the Abbasids declines.”

He said: “They tell but falseness! As-Sufyani will rise while the rule of the Abbasids is still prevailing.”13
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(12) Ahmad bin Hawtha al-Babhili narrated from Ibraheem bin Iss’haq an-Nahawandi from Abdullah bin
Hammad al-Ansari from al-Husayn bin al-Ala’ from Abdullah bin Abu Ya’foor that Abu Ja'far al-Baqir

(as) had said:

“The Abbasids and al-Marwanii4 will meet in Qargeessiya’ in a terrible battle that causes a young boy
to age. Allah will preclude them from gaining victory and will reveal to the birds in the sky and the beasts

on the ground to satiate themselves with the flesh of the tyrants. After that as-Sufyani will rise.” 15
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(13) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan at-Taymali from al-Abbas bin

Aamir bin Rabah ath-Thaqafi from Muhammad bin ar-Rabee’ al-Agra’ from Hisham bin Salim that Abu

Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“When as-Sufyani conquers the five districts, then you count to him nine months (the period of his rule)”

Hisham claimed that the five districts were Damascus, Palestine, Jordan, Hims16 and Halab.17
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(14) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi from Abdullah bin Muhammad from
Muhammad bin Khalid from al-Hasan bin al-Mubarak from Abu Iss’hag al-Hamadani from al-Harith al-

Hamadani that Amirul Mo'mineen (as) had said:

“Al-Mahdi (aj) will come from the east but before that as-Sufyani will rise in Sham. He (as-Sufyani) will
rule for nine months only. All the people of Sham will submit to him except a very few believers, who will
still keep to the truth and whom Allah preserves from following him. He will move towards Medina with a
great army but when they reach the desert of Medina, Allah will make the desert sink with them. It is the
saying of Allah in His holy Book, ‘And could you see when they shall become terrified, but (then)
there shall be no escape and they shall be seized upon from a near place.’18”19
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(15) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa from Ibraheem bin Hashim from Muhammad bin
Abu Omayr from Hisham bin Salim that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“Al-Yamani and as-Sufyani will rise like two racehorses.”20
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(16) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa from Muhammad bin Musa from Ahmad bin Abu
Ahmad, who was known as Abu Ja'far al-Warrag, from Issma'eel bin Ayyash from Muhaijir bin Hakeem

from al-Mugheera bin Sa'eed that Abu Ja'far al-Bagqjr (as) had said:

“Amirul Mo'mineen (as) said: “When the two spears (two armies) disagree in Sham, it will not come to an
end except with a sign of Allah.”

He was asked: “What is it, O Amirul Mo'mineen (as)?”

He said: “It is an earthquake in Sham, by which more than one hundred thousands of people will perish.
Allah will make it as mercy to the believers and torment upon the disbelievers. When that occurs, you
will see the riders of the gray horses with the yellow banners coming from the west until they stop at
Sham. There will be great terror and red death. Then you will see a sinking of one of the villages of
Damascus called Harasta.21 Then the son of the livers-eater22 will come out of the dry valley to sit on

the minbar of Damascus. After that you expect the appearance of al-Mahdi (aj).”23
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(17) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from al-Hasan bin Wahab

from Issma'eel bin Abban from Younus bin Abu Ya’foor that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“When as-Sufyani rises, he will send an army to fight us (the Hashemites) and an army to fight you (the
Shia). If that takes place, hurry to us by any means!”24
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(18) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Hameed bin Ziyad from Ali bin as-Sabah bin ad-
Dhahak from Abu Ali al-Hasan bin Muhammad al-Hadhrami from Ja'far bin Muhammad from Ibraheem
bin Abdul Hameed from Abu Ayyoob al-Khazzaz from Muhammad bin Muslim that Abu Ja'far al-Bagir

(as) had said:

“As-Sufyani is red, blond and blue. He has never worshipped Allah at all. He has seen neither Mecca
nor Medina. He says: O my God, | take revenge even if | go to hell! O my God, | take revenge even if |

go to Hell!”25
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