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Chapter 3: The Child’s Duties Towards His

Teacher

3.1: Obedience

450. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He whom you learn one word from, has made you become his

servant.”1

451. ‘Awali al-La’ali: It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “He who teaches something

to someone owns him.”
It was said: “O Messenger of Allah! Can he sell him?”

He (s.a.w.) answered: “No. But he can command him and forbid him.”2
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3.2: Honouring

452. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Honour your guest even if he is menial, and stand up for your father and

your teacher even if you are a commander.”3
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453. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “There are three things of which you should not be ashamed of: A man

serving his guest, standing up for his father and his teacher, and demanding his right even if it is little.”4

454. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said: “The right of your teacher is to honour him, revere his presence, listen
to him carefully and heed him. You must not raise your voice over him, not answer a person who has
asked him until he himself answers, not speak with anyone in his meeting, and you should not backbite
anyone in his presence. You should defend him when someone speaks against him, you should conceal
his defects and reveal his virtues, and you should not associate with his enemy and not be hostile with
his friend. If you were to do this, the angels of Allah will bear witness for you that you have gone to him

and you have learnt his knowledge for the sake of Allah the Exalted, and not for the sake of people.”5
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3.3: Lowering the Voice

“Surely those who lower their voice before Allah’s Apostle are they whose hearts Allah has
proved for guarding (against evil); they shall have forgiveness and a great reward.”6

455. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who lowers his voice in the presence of the scholars will come
forth on Judgment Day with my companions whose hearts have been tested with piety by Allah, and
there is no goodness in flattery and humility except for that which is done for Allah for the sake of

seeking knowledge.”7
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3.4: Avoidance of Belittling

456. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There are three groups who are not belittled by any one except a
hypocrite whose hypocrisy is manifest: the owner of grey hair in Islam [an elder], a teacher of goodness
and a just leader.”8

457. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who humiliates a person of knowledge has indeed humiliated me

and he who humiliates me is a disbeliever.”9

458. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “No one belittles knowledge and knowledgeable people except one who is foolish
and ignorant.”10

459. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Be careful not to belittle scholars, for this action will make yourself belittled,

and it will bring suspicion to you and negative views about you.”11

460. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Do not use the sharpness of your tongue against he who has taught you to

speak, or use the eloquence of your speech against he who has disciplined you.”12
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. ‘Awali al-La’ali, vol. 1, p. 292, h. 163. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 77, p. 165, h. 2.
. ‘Awalli al-La’ali, vol. 4, p. 71, h. 43. Munyah al-Murid, p. 243.

. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 2341.

. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 4666. ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa’iz, p. 212, h. 4230.

[OV | [ N

. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 2, p. 620, h. 3214. al-Khisal, p. 567, h. 1. Both narrating from Abu Hamzah al-
Thumali (Thabit ibn Dinar). Tuhaf al-’"Uqul, p. 260.

6. . Quran, 49:3.

7. . Firdaws al-Akhbar, vol. 4, p. 181, h. 6076, narrating from Sa’id al-Shami.

8. . Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 8, p. 27, h. 4074. Usd al-Ghabah, vol. 6, p. 354, h. 6439. Both narrating from ‘Amarah al-Qurashi
from his father from his grandfather.

9. . Irshad al-Qulub, p. 165.

10. . Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 10807, ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa’iz, p. 541, h. 10030.

11. . Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 2732. ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa’iz, p. 100, h. 2298.

12. . Nahj al-Balaghah, Wise Saying 411. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 10385.
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