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Chapter60: On Ar-Ridha’s Appointment of his
son Muhammad ibn Ali (a.s.) as the Imam and
his Successor

60-1 Al-Hakim Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad al-Bayhaqi narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Sowli quoted
on the authority of Oun ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Abul Husayn Muhammad ibn Abi Abbad -
the one who was hired by Fadhl ibn Sahl to write for Imam Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.), “Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) would
never mention the name of his son Muhammad (a.s.) except by using his nickname (Abu Ja’far). For
example, Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) would say, ‘Abu Ja’far has written me a letter’ or say, ‘I wrote such and such
to Abu Ja’far.’ This was so, even though his son was still a small child in Medina. However, the Imam
(a.s.) always addressed him with respect. Abu Ja’far (a.s.) would also always respond in an extremely
eloquent and charming manner. Once I heard Imam Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) say, ‘Abu Ja’far (a.s.) is my
Testamentary Trustee, and my successor from amongst my family after me.’”

60

لامالس هلَي‏ علع ندِ بمحفَر معج با هنبا َلع لامالس هلَيِضا عالر نَص باب

بِالامامة والخَلافَة

حدَّثَنا الْحاكم ابو عل الحسين بن أحمد الْبِيهق قال حدَّثَن محمدِ بن يحي الصول قال حدَّثَنا عونُ بن محمد ‐ 1
قال حدَّثَنا ابو الحسين بن محمدِ بن اب عباد وكانَ يتُب للرِضا علَيه السلام ضمه الَيه الفَضل بن سهل قال ما
وهفَرٍ وعج ِبا َلا تُبكا نْتكفَرٍ وعو جبا َلا تَبك قُولي هتنْيِلا با لامالس هلَي‏ عنَهداً ابمحم رذْكي لامالس هلَيانَ‏ عك
صبِ بِالْمدِينَة فَيخَاطبه بِالتَّعظيم وتَرِد كتُب ابِ جعفَرٍ علَيه السلام ف نهاية الْبلاغَة والْحسن فَسمعتُه يقُول ابو جعفَرٍ
.وصيِ وخَليفَت ف اهل من بعدِي
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