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Chapter 4: The Child’s Duties Towards Elders
and Friends

4.1: Initiating with Greeting

461. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The younger person should greet the elder, the one passing by should
greet the one who is sitting, and a small group should greet the large group.”1

462. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The nearest person to Allah and His Messenger is he who initiates
with greeting.”2

463. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The most obedient of you to Allah is he who initiates greeting his
friend.”3

464. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Greeting has seventy rewards, sixty nine of which are for he who initiates
the greeting and one is for the responder.”4

البدء بِالسلام‏

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: يسلّم الصغير علَ البيرِ، والمار علَ القاعدِ، والقَليل علَ الثير461ِ.

.462لامدَأ بِالسن بم هسولوبِر هالنّاسِ بِال َه عليه وآله: أولال عنه صل.

.463لامبالس هبصاح بدَاالذي ي هم لعه عليه وآله: أطوال عنه صل.
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.الإمام عل عليه السلام: للسلام سبعونَ حسنَةً؛ تسع وستُّونَ للمبتَدِئ وواحدَةٌ للرادِ .464

4.2:Observing Rights

465. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, in his advice to Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyah: “O my child! Do not encroach
upon the right of your brother because of what is between you and him, because he whose rights you
breach is not your brother.”5

466. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “How bad is it for a man, whom his brother recognizes his rights but he does
not recognize the rights of his brother.”6

رِعايةُ الحقوقِ‏

الإمام عل عليه السلام‐ ف وصيته بنه محمدِ بن الحنَفية‐ يا بنَ ... لا تُضيِعن حق أخيكَ اتّا علَ ما465.
قَّهح عتن أضم خلَكَ بِا لَيس نَّه؛ فَاينَهينَكَ وبب.

466. أخيه قح عرِفولا ي ،قَّهح أخوه عرِفأن ي لجبِالر حعنه عليه السلام: ما أقب!

An explanation about a child greeting elders

Based on the traditions mentioned on the manner of raising children, one of the upbringing methods of
the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) was greeting children. He has explicitly said that by this behaviour he
wanted this custom to continue in the society. He (s.a.w.) said: “There are five things which I do not
abandon till I die and (one of them) is greeting children so that it can remain a custom after me.”7

However, it can be gathered from the traditions narrated in this chapter that all Muslims should precede
each other in greeting, especially it being the duty of the young greeting the elder.

Little contemplation will clarify that these narrations are not in conflict, but they are complementary to
each other and it is best to practice all of them.

This means that the duty of every person in the Islamic society is to precede in the greeting, but
etiquette requires that the younger greet the older, but if for any reason the younger person delays or
hesitates to greet the elder one, the elder has an upbringing duty to greet the younger one and thereby
making him understand his shortcomings and faults. This action, especially in respect to children, has a
better upbringing effect, and this is why the Prophet of Islam (s.a.w.) used to greet the children in order
to attract the attention of his followers to the upbringing effects of honouring the personality of the child
and respecting his feelings.



4.3: Taking the Elders as Examples

467. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The young among you should take example of your elders, and the elders
should be affectionate to the young ones. You should not be like the crude men of the Age of Ignorance
who neither had the understanding of religion nor did they contemplate about Allah. It is like the egg of a
viper that is found in the nest of an ostrich whose breaking is a sin and the little one that comes out of it
is harmful.”8

التَّاس بِالأكابِرِ

الإمام عل عليه السلام: ليتَاس صغيركم بِبيرِكم، وليراف كبيركم بِصغيرِكم، ولا تَونوا كجفاة الجاهلية؛ لا .467
. ف الدّين يتَفَقَّهونَ، ولا عن اله يعقلُونَ، كقَيضِ بيضٍ ف أداح؛ يونُ كسرها وِزرا، ويخرج حضانُها شَرا

4.4: Fulfilling Needs

468. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The believers are brethren. They fulfil the needs of each other, and by
fulfilling each other’s needs, Allah will fulfil their needs on Judgment Day.”9

469. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah will grant all the needs of he who seeks to fulfil the need of his
brother.”10

470. al-Kafi, narrating from Safwan al-JammÁl who said: “I was sitting with Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq]
(a.s.) when a man from Mecca named Maymun entered and complained about paying the rent of his
animals. The Imam said to me: “Stand up and help your brother.”

So I stood up with him and Allah solved his problem of his rent, then I returned to my place [in the
gathering]. Then Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) said: “What did you do with the need of your brother?”

I said: “Allah solved it for him, may my parents be your ransom.”

He (a.s.) said: “Indeed helping your Muslim brother is more beloved for me than seven [recommended]
circumambulations around the Ka’bah for the first time.”11

ةالحاج قَضاء

رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: المؤمنونَ إخوةٌ، يقض بعضهم حوائج بعضٍ، فَبِقَضاء بعضهِم حوائج بعض468ٍ.
ةيامالق ومم يهجوائح هال قضي.



.469هتحاج ف هنَّ الفَا أخيه ةحاج ن كانَ فه عليه وآله: مال عنه صل.

470. قالةَ يم ن أهلم لجر لَيهع خَلعليه السلام إذا د هبدِ الع أب عساً مجال نتال: كعن صفوان الجم افال
.لَه «ميمونٌ»، فَشَا إلَيه تَعذُّر الراء علَيه، فَقال ل: قُم فَاعن أخاكَ

سجلم إل عتجفَر ،راهك هال رسفَي ،هعم فَقُمت.

وام أنت ببِا ها القَضاه :أخيكَ؟ فَقُلت ةحاج ف نَعتعليه السلام: ما ص هبدِ الأبو ع فَقال.

.فَقال: أما انَّكَ أن تُعين أخاكَ المسلم أحب إلَ من طَوافِ اسبوع بالبيتِ مبتَدِئاً

4.5: Honouring

471. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who honours his brother has honoured Allah, and what do you
think will be done to one who has honoured Allah?”12

472. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Honour he who loves you and turn away from your enemy and you will
attain complete virtue.”13

الاكرا م‏

!رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: من أكرم أخاه فَانَّما يرِم اله، فَما ظَنُّم بِمن يرِم اله بِان يفعل بِه؟471.

472. لَكَ الفَضل متِكَ؛ يدُون عاصفَح عكَ، ودن وه عليه وآله: أكرِم مال عنه صل.

4.6: Assisting

473. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who is capable of assisting and does so, Allah will assist him in
this world and in the Hereafter.”14

474. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah will continue to assist the servant as long as the servant assists
his brother.”15



475. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “When friendship grows, helping and cooperation will become incumbent.”16

476. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A believer who fails his brother while he is capable of assisting him
will be forsaken by Allah in this world and in the Hereafter.”17

النُّصرةُ

.473ةرالآخالدُّنيا و ف هال هركَ، نَصذل ستَطيعي ووه مسلالم أخاه رن نَصه عليه وآله: مال ه صلرسول ال.

.474ونِ أخيهع بدُ فبدِ ما كانَ العونِ العع ف هه عليه وآله: الال عنه صل.

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: إذا نَبت الۇد، وجب التَّرافُدُ والتَّعاضدُ .475

476. ةرالآخالدُّنيا و ف هال خَذَلَه إ ،هتنُصر لع قدِري ووه أخاه خذُلي نؤمن مالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: ما م.

4.7: Sharing

477. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Spend your wealth on paying the rights and share it with your friend, for
generosity to a person who does not ask is more fitting.”18

478. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Nothing protects brotherhood as much as equal sharing.”19

479. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Sharing with friends is of nobility of a family.”20

المواساةُ

.477أخلَق ِربِالح خاءنَّ الس؛ فَاديقالص قوقِ، وواسِ بِهالح عليه السلام: ابذِل مالَكَ ف الإمام عل.

.478واساةالم ثلةُ بِمظَتِ الاخُوفعنه عليه السلام: ما ح.

.عنه عليه السلام: إنَّ مواساةَ الرِفاقِ من كرم الاعراقِ .479



4.8:Maintaining Friendship

480. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Protect friendship, even though you do not find a protector.”21

481. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Allah, may His name be Exalted, will protect he who protects his friend.”22

ِفظُ الۇدح

. الإمام عل عليه السلام: كن للۇدِ حافظا وإن لَم تَجِد محافظا480.

481. ديقَهحفَظُ صن يحفَظُ ملَي هذِكر لج هعنه عليه السلام: إنَّ ال.

4.9: Good Interaction

482. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Meet your brother with a happy face.”23

483. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Whoever says to his brother in faith ‘You are welcome’, Allah the
Exalted will write ‘welcome’ for him until Judgment Day.”24

484. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Whenever you meet your brethren, shake hands and show them your
happiness, this way you leave each other while your sins have certainly been forgiven.”25

485. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Cheerfulness is a trap for friendship.”26

486. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Indeed Allah hates he who frowns in the faces of his brothers.”27

ةهواجالم سنح

.482طسنبم جهأخاكَ بِو ه عليه وآله: القال ه صلرسول ال.

.483ةيامالق ومي باً إلرحم لَه تَعال هال تَبباً»، كرحم» :نؤمالم خيه ن قالالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: م.

.484نم ملَيقوا وما ع؛ تَتَفَرالبِشرشاشَةَ والب مم فَتَصافَحوا وأظهِروا لَهَعليه السلام: إذا لَقيتُم إخوان الإمام عل
بالأوزارِ قَد ذَه.



.485ةدوشاشَةُ فَخُّ المعنه عليه السلام: الب.

486. هإخوان ۇجوه ف ِسبعالم ضبغوجل ي ‏عزهعنه عليه السلام: إنَّ ال.

4.10: Good Remembrance

487. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the brother of a believer. He protects him in his absence
and guards his properties for him; and a believer is the mirror of the believer”.28

488. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the mirror of his believing brother. When he is absent he
wishes good for him, and when he is present he keeps away from him what he dislikes and he makes a
place for him in a gathering.”29

489. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Speak about your brother in his absence in the best form, better than
what you like to be mentioned about when you are absent from him.”30

حسن الذِّكرِ

487. ،تَهيعض نهع فوي ،هرائن وم حفَظُهي غيبي يث؛ حنؤمأخُو الم نؤمه عليه وآله: المال ه صلرسول ال
نؤمرآةُ المم نؤمالمو.

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: المؤمن مرآةٌ خيه المؤمن؛ ينصحه إذا غاب عنه، ويميطُ عنه ما يره إذا شَهِدَ،488.
.ويوسع لَه ف المجلسِ

489. نهبتُم عإذا غ روا بِهونَ أن تُذكبما تُح نحسم بِانع م إذا غابروا أخاكالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: اذك.

4.11: Advice and Goodwill

490. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Every one of you should give advice [want good] to their brother the
same way that he is for himself.”31

491. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the brother of the believer and does not stop advising
him at any time.”32

492. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Grant your good will to your friend, your help to your acquaintances, and



your good manners to all people.”33

493. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Benevolence will produce love.”34

494. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “It is the nature of a believer to want good for others.”35

النَّصيحةُ

.490هنَفسل هتنَصيحك م أخاهنم لجالر حنصيه عليه وآله: لال ه صلرسول ال.

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: المؤمن أخُو المؤمن؛ لا يدَعُ نَصيحتَه عل كل حال491ٍ.

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: ابذِل لصديقكَ نُصحكَ، ولمعارِفكَ معونَتَكَ، ولافَّة النّاسِ بِشرك492َ.

.عنه عليه السلام: النُّصح يثمر المحبة493َ.

.494النُّصح تُهغَريز نؤمعنه عليه السلام: الم.

4.12: Presenting the Defect as a Gift

495. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Your best of brothers is he who shows you your defects.”36

496. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A believer is the mirror of the believer, for he observes him and then fulfils
his need and beautifies his character.”37

497. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The fruit of brotherhood is protecting one in his absence and gifting him his
defect.”38

498. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who makes your defect manifest for you is your friend.”39

499. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The most beloved of my friends is he who gifts me my defects.”40

اهداء العيبِ‏



.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: خَير إخوانم من أهدى إلَيم عيوبم495.

.496حالَتَه لجموي ،دُّ فاقَتَهسفَي لُهمتَاي نَّه ؛نؤمرآةُ المم نؤمعليه السلام: الم الإمام عل.

.عنه عليه السلام: ثَمرةُ الاخُوة حفظُ الغَيبِ، وإهداء العيب497ِ.

.عنه عليه السلام: من أبانَ لَكَ عيبكَ فَهو ودودك498َ.

499. يوبع َن أهدى إلم َإل إخوان بالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: أح.

4.13: Ignoring Faults

500. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Be moderate with people, honour scholars and ignore the faults of your
brethren; for the Master of the first and the last (s.a.w.) has disciplined you with his saying: “Forgive he
who has done injustice to you, keep ties with he who has cut his ties with you, and give to he who has
deprived you.”41

501. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Tolerate the fault of your friend for the time your enemy attacks.”42

الصفح عن الزتِ‏

الإمام عل عليه السلام: علَيكَ بِمداراة النّاسِ، وإكرام العلَماء، والصفح عن زَتِ الاخوانِ؛ فَقَد أدبكَ سيِد500ُ.
.الاولين والآخرين بِقَوله صل اله عليه وآله: اعف عمن ظَلَمكَ، وصل من قَطَعكَ، وأعط من حرمكَ

.عنه عليه السلام: احتَمل زَلَّةَ وليِكَ لوقتِ وثبة عدُوِك501َ.

4.14: Avoidance of Scorning

502. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Do not scorn the faults of he who has come to you with his friendship,
and do not hold against him his wrongs that he is ashamed of, for this is not of the morals of the
Messenger of Allah or of the morals of his friends.”43



تَجنُّب الطَّعن‏

الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: لا تَطعنوا ف عيوبِ من أقبل إلَيم بِمودته، ولا توقفوه عل سيِىة يخضع لَها؛ .502
هيائن أخلاقِ أوله عليه وآله ومال صل هسولِ الن أخلاقِ رت منَّها لَيسفَا.

4.15: Avoiding Hurting Others

503. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The lowest of people is he who humiliates people.”44

504. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Whoever hurts a believer has hurt me, and whoever hurts me surely
has hurt Allah, and whoever hurts Allah is cursed in the Torah, the Gospel, the Psalm and the Qur’an.”45

505. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said, concerning the rights of a neighbour: “When you buy fruit, gift some to
him, and if you do not want to do so, carry it [into the house] secretly and do not let your child come
outside with it, lest the feelings of his children become hurt.”46

506. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “By Allah, the righteous are victorious. Do you know who they are?
They are those who do not even hurt a small ant.”47

الإيذاء نُّبتَج

.503ن أهانَ النّاسالنّاسِ م ه عليه وآله: أذَلال ه صلرسول ال.

.504وفَه هن آذَى الوم ،وجل عز هفَقَد آذَى ال ن آذانوم ،ناً فَقَد آذانؤمن آذى مه عليه وآله: مال عنه صل
.ملعونٌ ف التَّوراة والإنجيل والزبورِ والفُرقانِ

عنه صل اله عليه وآله‐ ف بيانِ حقوقِ الجارِ‐ اذَا اشتَريت فاكهةً فَاهدِ لَه، فَان لَم تَفعل فَادخلها سراً، ولا505.
لَدَهغيظَ بِها ويلَدُكَ لج بِها وخري.

.506ؤذونَ الذَّرلا ي الَّذين مم؟ هن هأتَدري م ،الأبرار هالالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: و .
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