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Lesson 7: The World View of the Holy Qur’an

Before anything else, we should study the intellectual and cultural environment from which the Holy
Qur’an arose.

From the point of view of all historians, the Hijaz was among the most underdeveloped and backward
areas of the world at that time. During the Age of Ignorance, the people of this area are referred to as
savage or half-savage.

From the point of view of ideology, they were very firm worshippers of idols and stone and wood statues
had cast their disgraceful shadows upon all of their culture.

They even say that they made statues and idols out of dates and they would kneel before them but at
times of famine, they would eat them.

They held great hatred for female children so that they buried them alive and they called the angels, the
daughters of God! They thought that God was just like a human being.

They were very surprised by the idea that a person should only worship One God. When the Holy
Prophet invited them to worship the One God, with great surprise, they said,

ابجع ءَـٰذَا لَشنَّ هدًا ااحا ولَـٰهةَ اهلا لعجا

“Has he made the gods (all) into one God? Truly this is a wondrous thing.” (38:5)

Whoever spoke against their superstitions and their myths were called liars and insane.

They were ruled by a very firm tribal system and the differences and disputes among the tribes were so
extensive that the wars among them never ended and time and time again, they colored each other’s
environment with blood, creating blood baths. They were proud of their plunder and considered it to be
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part of their daily activity.

The number of people who could read and write in the area of Mecca, the center of commerce, could be
counted on one hand and it was very rare to find scholars among them.

Yes, in such an environment, an individual who could not read and write and who had never had a
teacher, arose and brought a book which was so full of such content and meaning that after 14
centuries, the scholars are still busy with its interpretation. Every age discovers new truths in it.

The image that the Holy Qur’an gives of the world of existence is a very accurate and exact one:
monotheism is presented in the most perfect form. It expresses the secrets of the Creation of the earth,
the heavens, the night and day, the sun and the moon, plants and the existence of the human being,
each one as a sign of the One God in the various verses and with a varied form of expression.

Sometimes, it goes into the depths of the human being and speaks about the unity of the primordial
nature:

فَاذَا ركبوا ف الْفُلْكِ دعۇا اللَّـه مخْلصين لَه الدِّين فَلَما نَجاهم الَ الْبرِ اذَا هم يشْرِكونَ

"Now, if they embark on a boat, they call on God, making their devotion sincerely (and
exclusively) to Him; but when He has delivered them safely to (dry) land, behold, they give a
share (of their worship to others)!” (29:65)

Sometimes it speaks of the intellect.

Sometimes it reasons from the unity of the intellect and relies upon the journey through the horizons and
souls: the secrets of the creation of the earth and the heavens, animals and mountains and seas, rain
and breezes and of the body and spirit of the human being.
When speaking about the Qualities of God, the most interesting and the deepest form of expression is
selected.

The Holy Book says:

ءَش هثْلمك سلَي

“There is nothing whatever like unto Him...” (42:11)

كُ الْقُدُّوسلالْم وه ا لَـٰها  الَّذِي اللَّـه وه يمحالر ـٰنمحالر وه ةادالشَّهبِ والْغَي مالع وه ا لَـٰها  الَّذِي اللَّـه وه
اءمسا لَه رِوصالْم ارِىالْب قالْخَال اللَّـه وونَ هشْرِكا يمع انَ اللَّـهحبس رِبَتالْم اربالْج زِيزالْع نميهالْم نموالْم مَالس
يمالْح زِيزالْع وهضِ ورااتِ واومالس ا فم لَه حِبسي َنسالْح



“He is God. There is no god save He; the Knower of the unseen and seen; He is the Beneficent,
the Most Merciful. He is God; there is no god save He; the King, the Holy, the Peace-loving, (the
bestower) of conviction, the Guardian (over all), the Ever-Prevalent, the Supreme, the Great
absolute!

Hallowed is God from what they associate (with Him). He is God, the Creator, the Maker, the
Fashioner; His are the Excellent Names; praises Him whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth;
and He is the Ever-Prevalent, the All-Wise.”(59:22-24)

In expressing the Knowledge of God and explaining His Unlimitedness:

يمح زِيزع نَّ اللَّـها  اللَّـه اتملك دَتا نَفرٍ محبةُ اعبس دِهعن بم دُّهمي رحالْبو مَْقا ةرن شَجضِ مرا ا فنَّما لَوو

And if all the trees on earth were pens and the ocean (were ink), with seven oceans behind it to
add to its (supply), yet would not the Words of God be exhausted.” (31:27)

اللَّـه هجو لُّوا فَثَما تُونَميفَا  غْرِبالْمو شْرِقالْم لَّـهلو

“To God belongs the Face of East and the West: whichever way you turn, there is the Face of God
…” (2:115)

When words are spoken about the resurrection and it denies the polytheists:

قَال من يحيِ الْعظَام وه رميم   قُل يحيِيها الَّذِي انشَاها اول مرة وهو بِل خَلْق عليم  الَّذِي جعل لَم من الشَّجرِ
قَّَالْخ وهو َلم بثْلَهم خْلُقن يا َلبِقَادِرٍ ع ضرااتِ واومالس الَّذِي خَلَق سلَيودُونَ اتُوق نْهنتُم مذَا اا فَارِ نَارخْضا
 الْعليم انَّما امره اذَا اراد شَيىا ان يقُول لَه كن فَيونُ

“He says, ‘Who can give life to (dry) bones and decomposed ones (at that’)? Say, ‘He will give
them life Who created them for the first time! For He is well-versed in every kind of creation! The
same who produces for you fire out of the green tree when behold! You kindle therewith (your
own fires)!

Is not He who created the heavens and earth able to create the like thereof? Yea indeed! For He is
the Creator supreme of skill and knowledge! Verily when He intends a thing, His Command is, be
and it is!” (36:78-82)

يومئذٍ تُحدِّث اخْبارها



“On that Day will (the earth) declare her tidings. “(99:4)

الْيوم نَخْتم علَ افْواههِم وتُلّمنَا ايدِيهِم وتَشْهدُ ارجلُهم بِما كانُوا يسبونَ

“That Day shall We set a seal on their mouths. But their hands will speak to us and their feet bear
witness to all that they did.” (36:65)

 وقَالُوا لجلُودِهم لم شَهِدتُّم علَينَا  قَالُوا انطَقَنَا اللَّـه الَّذِي انطَق كل شَء وهو خَلَقَم اول مرة والَيه تُرجعونَ

“They will say to their skins: ‘Why bear you witness against us?’ They will say. ‘God has given us
speech, (He) Who gives speech to everything: He created you for the first time, and unto Him
were you to return.” (41:21)

The value of the knowledge of the Holy Qur’an and the greatness of its content and the greatness of its
content and the fact that this knowledge is free from any kind of superstition will become clear when it is
compared with the altered Bible and Pentateuch.

When we compare these two with each other, for instance, we see what the Pentateuch says about the
creation of the human being and then what the Holy Qur’an says.

What does the Pentateuch say about the prophets and what does the Holy Qur’an says?

How does the Bible and the Pentateuch describe God? How does the Qur’an do so?

Here the difference between these two will be made clear.

Think and Answer

1. What were the particularities of the environment from which the Qur’an arose?

2. What effect did idol worship have in their thoughts?

3. What is the difference between primordial nature and reason?

4. What is the logic used by the Qur’an in describing the Qualities of the Creator? Give examples.

5. How can one better understand the content of the Holy Qur’an?
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