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Letter 46: To one of his Officers

ومن كتاب له (عليه السلام)

إل بعض عماله

Now, you are surely one of those whose help I take in establishing religion and with whose help I break
the haughtiness of the sinful and guard critical boundaries. You should seek Allah's help in whatever
causes you anxiety. Add a little harshness to the mixture of leniency and remain lenient where leniency
is more appropriate. Adopt harshness when you cannot do without harshness. Bend your wings (in
humbleness) before the subjects.

Meet them with your face broad and keep yourself lenient (in behaviour) with them. Treat them equally in
looking at them with half eyes or full eyes, in signalling and in greeting so that the great should not
expect transgression on your part and the weak should not lose hope in your justice; and that is an end
to the matter.

دُّ بِهساو ،يمثةَ الاونَح بِه عقْماو ،الدِّين ةقَاما َلع بِه تَظْهِرسا نمنَّكَ مدُ، فَاعا بما
نغْث مدَّةَ بِضّالش طاخْلكَ، ومها ام َلع هبِال نتَعخُوفِ. فَاساةَ الثَّغْرِ الْـملَه

اللّين، وارفُق ما كانَ الرِفْق ارفَق، واعتَزِم بِالشّدَّة حين لا تُغْن عنْكَ الا الشّدَّةُ،
ف منَهيآسِ بكَ، وبانج ملَه نلاكَ وهجو مطْ لَهسابكَ، ونَاحج ةيعلرل ضاخْفو

سايي لاكَ، وفيح ف اءظَمالْع عطْمي لا َّتح ،ةيالتَّحو ةشَارالاو ،ةالنَّظْرو ظَةاللَّح
.ملاالسكَ، ودْلع نم فَاءعالض
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