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Letter 52: To the Governors of various places
concerning prayers

ومن كتاب له (عليه السلام)

إل أمراء البلاد ف معن الصلاة

Now, say the zuhr (noon) prayers with the people when the shade of the wall of the goats' pen is equal
to the wall. Say the `asr (afternoon) prayers with them when the sun is still shining in a portion of the day
enough for covering the distance of two farsakhs (about six miles). Say the maghrib (sunset) prayers
when he who is fasting ends the fast and the pilgrim rushes (from `Arafat) to Mina. Say the `isha' (night)
prayers with them when twilight disappears and upto one third of the night. Say the (early) morning
prayers with them when a man can recognize the face of his companion. Say the prayers with the
people as the weakest of them would do and do not be a source of trouble to them.

لُّوا بِهِمصنْزِ. وبِضِ الْعرم نم سالشَّم ءتَف َّتح رالنَّاسِ الظُّهلُّوا بدُ، فَصعا بما
الْعصر والشَّمس بيضاء حيةٌ ف عضو من النَّهارِ حين يسار فيها فَرسخَانِ.

ينح شَاءالْع لُّوا بِهِمصو . اجالْح دْفَعيو ،مائالص رفْطي ينح غْرِبالْم لُّوا بِهِمصو
.بِهاحص هجو رِفعي لجالْغَدَاةَ والر لُّوا بِهِمصو .لثُلُثِ اللَّي َلا ى الشَّفَقارتَوي

وصلُّوا بِهِم صلاةَ اضعفهِم، ولا تَونُوا فَتَّانين.
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