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Letter 56: Instructions to Shuray bin Hani

Instructions to Shuray bin Hani when he was appointed as the commanding officer of the vanguard of his
army, which was marching towards Syria.

When Amir al-mu'minin placed Shurayh ibn Hani (al-Madhhiji) at the head of the vanguard preceding
towards Syria, he issued this document of instruction to him:

ومن كلام وص به شريح بن هانء

لما جعله عل مقدمته إل الشام

Fear Allah every morning and evening and remain apprehensive about yourself of this deceitful world
and do not regard it safe in any case. Know that if for fear of some evil you do not refrain yourself from
things which you love, then passions will fling you into a lot of harm. Therefore, be for yourself a refrainer
and protector, and for your anger a suppressor and killer.

َلا عنْهمتَا لاو ،ورا الْغَركَ الدُّنْينَفْس َلع خَفاء، وسماح وبص لك ف هال اتَّق
تمس ،هوهرخَافَةَ مم ،با تُحمير مثك نكَ ععْ نَفْسدتَر نْ لَمنَّكَ اا لَماعال، وح

يظَةفنْدَ الْحكَ عتونَزلادِعاً، وعاً رانكَ منَفْسل نَرِ. فرالض نير مثك َلا اءوهبِكَ الا
واقماً قَامعاً.
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