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Letter 7: To Mu'awiyah

ومن كتاب منه (عليه السلام)

إليه (معاوية) أيضاً

I have received from you the packet of unconnected advices and the embellished letter. You have
written it because of your misguidance, and despatched it because of lack of wisdom. This is the letter of
a man who has neither light to show him the way nor a leader to guide him on the right path. Passion
prompted him and he responded to it. Misguidance led him and he followed it. Consequently, he began
to speak nonsense and became recklessly astray.

اما بعدُ، فَقَدْ اتَتْن منْكَ موعظَةٌ موصلَةٌ، ورِسالَةٌ محبرةٌ، نَمقْتَها بِضلالكَ،
وامضيتَها بِسوء رايِكَ، وكتَاب امرِىء لَيس لَه بصر يهدِيه، ولا قَائدٌ يرشدُه، قَدْ

دعاه الْهوى فَاجابه، وقَاده الضلال فَاتَّبعه، فَهجر لاغطاً، وضل خَابِطاً.

A part of the same letter

ومن هذا التاب

Because allegiance is once and for all; it is not open to reconsideration nor is there any scope for fresh
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proceedings of election. He who remains out of it is deemed to be critical of Islam while he who
prevaricates upon it is a hypocrite.

لانَّها بيعه واحدَةٌ لا يثَنَّ فيها النَّظَر، ولا يستَانَف فيها الْخيار، الْخَارِج منْها
.ندَاها ميهِي فورالْمو ،نطَاع
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