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Part 14: On Fourteen-Numbered Characteristics

The fourteen characteristics of dye

14-1 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn
Ishaq al-Nahavandi, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali al-Baghdadi, on the authority of his father,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mobarak, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
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Zayd who linked it up through a chain of narrators to the Prophet (MGB), “It is better to spend a single
Dirham for dye than to spend one-thousand Dirhams for the sake of God, since it has fourteen
characteristics. It releases the wind from the ears, it improves the sight. It softens the nasals. It makes
your breath smell fresh, strengthens the gums, and eliminates weakness. It lessens Satanic inspirations,
gladdens the angels, delivers glad tidings to the believers, and enrages the disbelievers. It is both one’s
ornament and scent. It would make the questioning angels (Nakir and Munkar1) feel shy.”

14-2 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted Abu Yazid, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas ibn
Muhammad Abu Malik, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq
(MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority
of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB), that in his will to Ali (MGB), God’s Prophet (MGB) told him, “O Ali! It is better
to spend a single Dirham for dye than to spend one-thousand Dirhams for the sake of Allah since it has
fourteen characteristics. It releases the wind from the ears, it improves the sight. It softens the nasals. It
scents the flavor, strengthens the gums, and eliminates weakness. It lessens Satanic inspirations,
gladdens the angels, delivers glad tidings to the believers, and enrages the disbelievers. It is both one’s
ornament and scent. It would make the questioning angels (Nakir and Munkar?2) feel shy. That would

constitute one’s innocence in the grave.”

14-3 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Shafe’ee al-Furgany in Furgan narrated that Abu
Bakr Mosadat ibn Asma’ quoted Abu Amr Ahmad ibn Hazim ibn Muhammad ibn Yunus ibn Muhammad
ibn Hazim Abi Qarzat al-Qaffari - a companion of the Prophet of God, on the authority of Muhammad

ibn Kanasah Abu Yahya Al-Asady, his father, on the authority of Hisham ibn Urwah3, on the authority of
Uthman ibn Urwah, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awam that God’s

Prophet (MGB) said, “Dye your hair in such a way that you do not look like the Christians or the Jews.”

14-4 Abu Muhammad - Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Shafe’ee in Furgana narrated that Abu Ja’far
Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Ash’as quoted Abu Hatam Muhammad ibn Idris, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Abdullah al-Ansari, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Al-Qamat, on the authority of Abi
Salma, on the authority of Abi Hurayrih that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Dye your hair in such a way

that you do not look like the Christians or the Jews.”
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The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him - said, “| heard these two last traditions
regarding the use of dye from Zubayr (ibn al-Awam) and Abi Hurayrih. The Nasabites4 denounce this
act of the Shiites in use of dye for the hair. However, they cannot deny these two narrations that are

cited from themselves.

Perform Major Ablutions in Fourteen Circumstances

14-5 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB), “One should make major ritual ablutions (ghus/) in fourteen circumstances: 1- For the deceased.
2- After becoming impure due to sexual intercourse. 3- Once you perform the major ritual ablutions
(ghusl) for the deceased and shroud the corpse, or when you touch the corpse after if gets cold. 4- On
Fridays. 5- On the day of Eid ul-Azha. 6- On the day of Eid ul-Fitr. 7- On the day of Arafat.5 8- On the
day of wearing the /hram (Taharrum) 6 and entering the House of God. 9- Upon entering the Ka'ba. 10-



Upon entering the Shrines in Mecca and Medina. 11- On the pilgrimage day. 12- On the night of the
19th of Ramazan (on which one’s destiny is recorded). 13- On the night of the 21st of Ramazan (on
which the Trustees of the Prophets have died, Jesus - the son of Mary (MGB) was raised up to Heaven
and Moses (MGB) died). 14- On the night of the 23rd of Ramazan (which is hoped to be the Night of

Power).7”

14-6 Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Haysam al-Ajali - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad
ibn Yahya ibn Zakaria al-Qat’tan quoted Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Tamim ibn
Buhlool, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Fazl al-Hashemi, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Zyad ibn al-Monzar, on the authority of a group of the elders,
on the authority of Hazigat ibn al-Yaman, “Those who startled the Prophet’s she-camel upon his return

from the Battle of Tabuk8 were the following fourteen:

Abul Sharur, Abul Davahi, Abul Ma’azif and his father, Talha, Sa’ed ibn Abi Vagas, Abu Ubayda, Abul
Oar, Al-Mugayrih, Salim - the servant of lbn Hazigat, Khalid ibn Valid, Amr ibn As, Abu Musa al-Ash’ari,
and Abdul Rahman ibn Oaf. They are the ones about whom the Honorable the Exalted God revealed the

following, *..and they meditated a plot which they were unable to carry out:9”
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1. Munkar and Nakir are the angels who test the faith of the dead in their graves. After death, a person's soul passes
through a stage called Barzakh, where it exists in the grave (even if the person's body was destroyed, the soul will still rest
in the earth near its place of death). Nakir and Munkar prop the deceased soul upright in the grave and ask three questions,
"Who is your Lord? Who is your Prophet? What is your religion?" A righteous believer will respond correctly, saying that his
Lord is Allah, that Muhammad is his Prophet and that his religion is Islam. If the deceased answers correctly, the time spent
awaiting the Resurrection is pleasant. Those who do not answer as described above are chastised until the Day of
Judgment. Muslims believe that a person will correctly answer the questions not by remembering the answers before death
but by his faith and deeds such as praying and shahadah (witnessing). Munkar is sometimes referred to under the name of
Munkir.

2. Munkar and Nakir are the angels who test the faith of the dead in their graves. After death, a person's soul passes
through a stage called Barzakh, where it exists in the grave (even if the person's body was destroyed, the soul will still rest
in the earth near its place of death). Nakir and Munkar prop the deceased soul upright in the grave and ask three questions,
"Who is your Lord? Who is your Prophet? What is your religion?" A righteous believer will respond correctly, saying that his
Lord is Allah, that Muhammad is his Prophet and that his religion is Islam. If the deceased answers correctly, the time spent
awaiting the Resurrection is pleasant. Those who do not answer as described above are chastised until the Day of
Judgment. Muslims believe that a person will correctly answer the questions not by remembering the answers before death
but by his faith and deeds such as praying and shahadah(witnessing). Munkar is sometimes referred to under the name of
Munkir.

3. Hisham ibn Urwah was a prominent narrator of traditions, son of Urwah ibn al-Zubayr, grandson of Zubayr ibn al-
Awwam and Asma bint Abu Bakr. In Medina, his pupils included people as well-known as Malik ibn Anas.

4. Nasabites are Muslims who are enemies of Imam Ali (MGB). This word doesn’t apply to any specific sect, rather it has
been used for those who were opposed to Imam Ali (MGB), or those who swore at him. They were mostly from the
Kharajites who appeared after the Battle of Saf'fayn in which Muaviyah put the Quran on spears, and they stopped fighting
with him. Later on they turned against Imam Ali (MGB) and became organized.

5. The ninth day of the Arabic month of Dhul-Hijja when Haijj has just concluded. Millions of Muslims have gathered in
Mecca to perform the ancient rites of the pilgrimage, established by the Prophet Abraham (MGB) and restored and purified
by the Prophet Muhammad (MGB) for all mankind until the end of time. The central event of Hajj is standing on the plain of
Arafat on the afternoon and until sunset of the ninth day of Dhul-Hijja.

6. The pilgrim's dress, and also the state in which the pilgrim is held to be from the time he assumes this distinctive garb
until he lays it aside. It consists of two new white cotton cloths, each six feet long by three and a half broad. One of these
sheets, termed rida' is thrown over the back, and, exposing the arm and shoulder, is knotted at the right side in the style
called wishah. The other, called izar, is wrapped round the loins from the waist to the knee, and knotted or tucked in at the
middle.

7. Laylatul Qadr.

8. The Battle of Tabuk is said to have taken place in October of 630 A.D. Tabuk is in present-day northwestern Saudi
Arabia. The expedition of Tabuk is alleged to have taken place in the ninth year of the Muslim calendar. Heraclius, then
Emperor of the Byzantine empire, had decided that reducing the growing Muslim power had become an urgent necessity
and the conquest of Arabia should be achieved before the Muslims became too powerful to conquer, and raise troubles and
unrest in the adjacent Arab territories. According to the Muslim accounts, the Byzantine Emperor rumored to have mustered
a huge army of Byzantine soldiers and pro-Roman Ghassanid tribes to launch a decisive military attack against the
Muslims. Many rumors of the danger threatening Muslim life was carried to Mecca by some Nabateans who traded from
Syria to Medina. The Prophet Muhammad (MGB) announced plans to raise an army for an expedition to Syria. Though in a
famine and without much funds in the treasury, all who could contribute what they could. Eventually they set out. The

Prophet Muhammad (MGB) marched northwards to Tabuk. The army that numbered 30,000 fighters was a great one, when



compared with the previous armies of Islam. Muslims had never marched with such a great number before. After arriving at
Tabuk and camping there, Muhammad's army was prepared to face the Byzantines. However, the Byzantines were not at
Tabuk. They stayed there for a number of days and scouted the area, but they never remained there. According to some
Muslim historians, upon learning of Muhammad's march north, the Byzantines and their allies probably withdrew without a
fight. The local tribes gave their allegiance to Muhammad (MGB) and agreed to the payment of the Jizya (protection
tribute). The administrator of the Jizya , Yahna bin Rawbah, came to Muhammad (MGB) and made peace with him, paying
him the Jizya and Muhammad in return gave each tribe a letter of guarantee, similar to Yahna's:

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

This is a guarantee of protection from Muhammad to Yahna bin Rawbah and the people of Allah; their ships, their caravans
on the land and sea shall have custody of Muhammad, he and whosoever are with him of Ash-Sham people and those of
the sea. Whosoever contravenes this treaty, his wealth shall not save him; it shall be the fair prize of him that takes it. Now
it should not be lawful to hinder the men from any springs which they have been in the habit of frequenting, nor from any
journeys they desire to make, whether by sea or by land.

9. The Holy Quran: Tauba 9:74.
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