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Part 16: On Sixteen-Numbered Characteristics

The Sixteen Rights of a Scholar

16-1 Abul Qasim al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Sa’id al-Hashemi al-Kufy in the Kufa Mosque narrated
that Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Qat’tani quoted Ja’far ibon Muhammad ibn Hisham al-Warraq, on the

authority of the
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jurisprudent - Ali ibn Muhammad al-Sadoosi, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Alvan, on the authority
of Abdullah ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his grandfather, on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB), “The rights of a scholar include
the following: You should not ask him too many questions. You should not rush to answer questions
before he does. You should not insist when he doesn’t want to respond. You should not be pushy with
him (pull on his clothes) when he gets tired. You should not point at him with your fingers. You should
not wink at him. You should not whisper in someone’s ears in his class. You should not seek his faults.
You should not talk too much or argue with him saying that others have said things opposite to his
views. You should not divulge his secrets. You should not gossip about anyone in front of him. You
should support him both in his presence and in his absence. When you go to see him with some people
present there, you should greet all of them and express especial greetings for him. You should sit in
front of him. You should rush to supersede others in fulfilling his needs whenever he needs something.
Do not get upset if you have to wait a while to talk with him, since his case is similar to the case of a
palm tree. That is, you have to wait for a while before you can get some dates. A scholar is just like one
who fasts, stays up at night and strives in the way of God. Once a scholar dies it causes a gap in Islam
which can never be filled up until the Resurrection Day. In fact, there are seventy-thousand special

heavenly angels appointed to follow those who seek knowledge.

Sixteen Characteristics Cause Poverty and Sixteen

Characteristics Cause an Increased Share of Daily Bread

16-2 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Muhammad ibn Ali al-Qurashi al-Kufy, on the authority of Abu Zyad Muhammad
ibn Zyad al-Basry, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Abdul Rahman al-Madani, on the authority of Sabit



ibn Abi Sofayat al-Somali, on the authority of Soor ibn Sa’id, on the authority of his father Sa'’id ibn
Alagat, “I heard the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) say, ‘The following deeds are all causes
of poverty: not dusting off the spider webs from the walls of the house; peeing in the bath; eating food
before purification of the body after having sex; associating with people who always waste their time with
vain talk; combing hair while standing up; not taking the trash out of the house; false swearing;
fornication; greed; sleeping between the evening and the night prayer; sleeping before sunset; becoming
a liar; listening to music too much; chiding away a poor man who remembers God at night; improper

spending; and cutting off relations from relatives.’
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Imam Ali (MGB) then said, ‘Do you want me to tell you what will increase your share of daily bread?’

The people said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! Yes.’

He (MGB) said, ‘The following deeds will increase your share of daily bread: saying your noon and
afternoon, or evening and night prayers one right after the other; saying some supplications after the
night and morning prayer; visiting the relatives; sweeping the entrance of the house; sympathizing with

your believing brothers; getting up early in the morning and going out to work to earn the daily bread;



asking God for forgiveness; being trustworthy; saying what is right; going to pray when the call to prayer
is announced; not talking in the toilet; not being greedy; being grateful to the Owner of the blessings;
avoiding false swearing; making ablution before eating; eating what might fall off of the table-cloth1. In
addition, God the Almighty will fend off seventy types of calamities from whoever praises God thirty

”

times each day - the simplest of which being poverty.

Sixteen Characteristics Due to Wisdom

16-3 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar and Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Abu Sa’id Sahl ibn Zyad al-Adamy, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Zayd al-Zyat, on the authority of Amr ibn Uthman al-
Khazzaz, on the authority of Sabit ibn Dinar, on the authority of Sa’ed ibn Tarif al-Khifaf, on the authority
of Al-Asbaq ibn al-Nobatat that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Honesty equals
faithfulness. Lying equals treason. Politeness equals nobility. Determination equals accomplishment.
Wastefulness equals destruction. Frugality equals being wealthy. Greed equals lowness. Lowness
equals debasement. Generosity equals friendship. Meanness equals loneliness. Kindness equals
humbleness. Disability equals debasement. Following aspirations equals deviation. Loyalty equals

manliness. Selfishness equals destruction. Perseverance equals prosperity.”

Sixteen Groups from the Nation of Muhammad (MGB) Who Do
Not Love the Members of the Holy Household but Despise Them

and Have Animosity towards Themdcccxciv

16-4 The following tradition has been narrated by Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan and Ali ibn Ahmad
ibn Musa - may God be pleased with them - who narrated that Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Zakaria al-Qat’'tan
quoted Abu Bakr - Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Tamim ibn Buhlool, on the authority
of Abu Muawiyah al-Zarir, on the authority of Al-A’amash, on
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the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB). The same has also been narrated by Bakr ibn
Abdullah ibn Habib who quoted Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Nataviat, on the authority of Ali ibn Abdul
Mumin al-Zaferan al-Kufy, on the authority of Muslim ibn Khalid al-Zaniji, on the authority of Ja’far ibn
Muhammad as-Sadiq(MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather
(MGB). The same tradition has been narrated by Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Sanan, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqy, on
the authority of Muslim ibn Khalid that Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB) said:

“Thirteen groups (Tamim said sixteen groups) of the nation of my grandfather (MGB) do not like us.
They do not teach the people to love us. They detest us. They do not follow us. They abandon us and

advise the people to abandon us. They are truly our enemies and they deserve the Fire of Hell.”
He was asked, ‘O (grand)son of God’s Prophet (MGB)! May God fend them off from you. Who are they?’
He (MGB) said, “They are the following:

(1) Those who have an extra organ. You cannot find any one who has an extra organ but that he is an

enemy of us and he does not show loyalty to us.

(2) Those who are born defective. There are none whom the honorable the Exalted God has created to

be defective who are not opposed to us in their hearts.

(3) Those who are one-eyed from birth (the right eye in specific). You will not find anyone whom God
has created to be blind but that he fights against us and he is on peaceful terms with our enemies.

(4) The men with ever-lasting black hair - those whose hair never turns grey no matter how long they

live. Their beard stays black like the neck of a crow. They always raly the people against us and



increase the number of our enemies.

(5) Men who are really dark. You will not find anyone of them but that he curses at us and praises our
enemies.

(6) Bald men. You do not see any bald men but that he slanders, defames, and goes about with slander

against us.

(7) The men who are greenish. Although they are many, no one of such men but that he welcomes us in
our presence but defames us in our absence (i.e. two-faced), seeking to betray us.
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(8) The ostracized men. Whenever you meet any of them, you will find them incurring the animosity of us

and openly misleading the people.

(9) The leprous men. Whenever you meet any of them, you will find them waylaying us and ambushing
our followers and us, intending to mislead us from the straight path.

(10) The leucodermic ones, who are the firewood of Hell. They will inevitably be lodged there.

(11) The sodomized ones. Whenever you meet any of them, you will find them chanting with dispraise of
us and rallying others against us.

(12) The people of a twon called Sejestan. They are our enemies and antagonists. They are verily the
wickedest of all people and creatures. May the chastisement that is decided for Pharaoh, Haman, and

Korah be decided for them.

(13) The people of a city called Ray. They are the enemies of Allah, His Messenger, and the
Messenger’s Household. They consider waging war against the Prophet’s Household as holy war and
they consider their properties to be spoils of war. May the chastisement of disgrace inflict them in this

world and in the Hereafter and may endless torture be inflicted upon them.
(14) The people of a city called Mosul. They are the most vicious inhabitants of this earth.

(15) The people of a city called al-Zawra, which will be built in the future. They quench their thirst with
our blood and flatter the rulers by means of showing hatred against us. They show loyalty to our
enemies, consider fighting against us as an obligatory duty, and consider waging war agaisnt us as

inevitable necessity.

O son, beware of these peoples. Beware of them! If two of them can put a hand on one of us, they will
definitely intend to kill him. "2

1. In Eastern countries it is customary to sit at a table-cloth spread out on the floor.
2. This is a very weak tradition which seems to have been made up to sow the seeds of discord amongst the people. That
is why it was shortened in translation. God knows best.

Source URL:
https://www.al-islam.org/al-khisal-numeric-classification-traditions—characteristics—shaykh-sadug/part-

16-sixteen-numbered#comment-0



	Part 16: On Sixteen-Numbered Characteristics
	The Sixteen Rights of a Scholar
	Sixteen Characteristics Cause Poverty and Sixteen Characteristics Cause an Increased Share of Daily Bread
	Sixteen Characteristics Due to Wisdom
	Sixteen Groups from the Nation of Muhammad (MGB) Who Do Not Love the Members of the Holy Household but Despise Them and Have Animosity towards Themdcccxciv


