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Part 1: On One-Numbered Characteristics

The great Sheikh Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Musa ibn Babooyeh al-Qumi (Sheikh

Sadooq) - the compiler of the book - may God continue his honor compiled the following.

God is One and Only

1-1 Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Yahya al-Bazury quoted on the authority of Ibrahim ibn al-
Haysam al-Baladi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Muafi ibn Imran, on the authority
of Israel, on the authority of Al-Migdam ibn Sharik ibn Hani, on the authority of his father, “A Bedouin
(Arab) stood near the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) on the day of the Battle of Jamal and
asked, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! Do you say that God is One?’ The people rushed unto him and
said, ‘O Bedouin! Don’t you see the condition of the Commander of the Faithful (MGB)? His mind is busy
with several matters. It is not the time to ask such questions.” The Commander of the Faithful (MGB)
said, ‘Leave him alone. This Bedouin wants just what we want from this tribe.”1 The Imam (MGB) then
said, ‘O Bedouin! There are four meanings implied for ‘God is One.’ Two of these implications are not

proper for God the Almighty, while the other two hold true. The two implications that are not proper are:

1-To say that ‘He is One’ in the sense of counting in numbers. This is not proper since what has no
second cannot be counted in numbers. Don’t you see that whoever says God is the third of the three’2 is
an infidel.

2-To say that ‘He is One’ to imply that He is one of the people implicitly saying that He is of a type of
gender. This is not proper either since it is a form of comparison while our Lord the Sublime is too great

to make this (comparison).
However, the two implied meanings that hold true are:

3- To say that ‘He is One’ to imply that He is One and there exists nothing similar to Him. Our Lord is
like this.
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4- To say that ‘He is One’ to imply that He, the Exalted the Sublime, is essentially One. He is not
divisible in the outside world, in the mind, or in the imagination. Our Lord, the Exalted the Sublime is like
this.”
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Abandoning the Present to Attain the Promised

1-2 (The compiler of the book narrated) narrated that his father — may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Muslim
al-Sakoony, on the authority of As-Sadiq Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father, on
the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Blessed

be3 the one who abandons the present lust to attain the unseen promised reward.”

Oppressive Characteristics

1-3 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that

Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Jab’bar, on the authority of



Muhammad ibn Isma’il ibn Bazi’a, on the authority of Hisham ibn Salim, on the authority of Aba Abdullah
as-Sadiq (MGB), “It is one of the oppressive characteristics when one who is riding forcefully takes the

right of way of pedestrians.”

Characteristics Rooted in Love for Religion

1-4 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali ibn al-Salt quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid,
on the authority of his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Rub’ay ibn
Abdullah, on the authority of Fuzayl ibn Yasar that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “The love of a
man for his brethren is due to his love for religion.”

One Characteristic for Five Characteristics

1-5 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of Asim ibn Hamid, on the authority of Abi
Ubaydat al-Haza’a that Abu Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) narrated that God the Exalted the Sublime says, I
swear by My Honor, Beauty, Magnificence, Loftiness that | shall make anyone needless who chooses
Me over his selfish desires. | will make him attend to the affairs of his Hereafter. | will protect him from
getting ruined. | will establish the heavens and the Earth as guarantees for his share of daily bread.

Moreover, | will be far superior to the business of all the businessmen for him.”
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A Characteristic for a Characteristic

1-6 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father
quoted on the authority of Abdullah ibon Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of his father, on the authority
of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad al-Sakoony, on the authority of
Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-Bagir (MGB), on the authority of
his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “If one praises the people
but raises God’s Wrath, then God will make the people who praise him to blame him.”

1-7 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ishaq al-Tajir, on the authority of Ali ibn
Mahzyar, on the authority of Fuzalat ibn Ayoob, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad4, on the authority
of Aba Abdullah - Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers, on the
authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “If one wants something and the Almighty God is
pleased with him, then God will not take him out of this world until He grants it to him.”

A Saving Characteristic

1-8 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat'tab, on the
authority of Ali ibn An-Nue’man who quoted through a chain of narrators that the Prophet (MGB) said,
“God the Exalted the Sublime said, ‘O Children of Adam! Obey Me in what | order you to do, and do not

”

teach Me what is best for you.™5



The Loftiest Characteristic of the Religion

1-9 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Maymung, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his father, on the authority of his
forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “God loves the loftiness of
knowledge more than the loftiness of worshipping Him. Moreover, the loftiest characteristic in your
religion is piety.”

No Two Things Combined which are Better than the

Combination of Two Characteristics

1-10 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased
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with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ibrahim ibn
Hashim, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Abil-Hussein al-Farsi, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father, on the authority of his
grandfather, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“No two things have been combined together better than knowledge and patience.”

1-11 Suleiman ibn Ahmad ibn Ayoob al-Lakhmy7 narrated that Abdul Wahab ibn Kharajat quoted on the
authority of Abu Kurayb, on the authority of Ali ibn Hafs al-Abasi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-
Hussein al-Alavi, on the authority of his father Al-Hussein ibn Zayd, on the authority of Ja’far ibn
Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bagir (MGB), on the
authority of his father Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB)8,
on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “I| swear by Him in whose
Hands is my soul that no two things have combined together better than knowledge and patience.”

A Characteristic that is the Honor of This World and the

Hereafter

1-12 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on
the authority of Abdullah Al-damoorani9, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Hamzih, on the
authority of Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Mansoor ibn Hazim, on the authority of Aba Abdullah
as-Sadiq (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The companionship of religious people is the honor of

this world and the Hereafter.”

The Most Knowledgeable Person Is One who Combines One

Characteristic with Another One

1-13 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn



Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ali ibn Sayf, on the authority of his brother Al-Hussein10, on the
authority of his father Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “The
Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) was questioned about the most knowledgeable person. He

replied, ‘It is one who combines the knowledge of the people with his own knowledge.”
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There Is One True Prosperity And One True Misery

1-14 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB), “True prosperity is that man’s

deeds result in his prosperity and that true misery is that man’s deeds result in his misery.”



A Characteristic for Which the People Deserve to be Rewarded

or Punished

1-15 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran
al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam, on the authority of lbrahim ibn Mihzam Al-Asady, on the
authority of Abi Hamzih, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), “Man’s tongue addresses his other
organs everyday and asks them how they are. They reply that ‘we would be fine if you left us alone’.
They swear by God and ask it to remember God in regards to them. They say that they get rewarded
due to it, and they also get punished due to it.”

A Characteristic that Is the Noblest Holy War

1-16 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted on the authority of Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of
Mus’adat ibn Sadagah: Ja’far ibon Muhammad was questioned about the meaning of a narration on the
authority of the Prophet (MGB) that says, “The noblest holy war is to say just words in front of an
oppressive ruler.” He replied, ‘It means that he should instruct him to do as much as he11 can

understand. This much effort is accepted from him. He has no more duties.”

The Hardest Thing is One Characteristic that Cannot Be Avoided

Unless We Abandon Another Characteristic

1-17 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Salt quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the
authority of Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “The disciples told Jesus12 - the son of Mary, ‘O Teacher of the good! Teach
us what the hardest thing is.” He (MGB) said, ‘The hardest thing is the Wrath of God the Exalted the
Sublime.” They asked, ‘How can we avoid God’s Wrath?’ He (MGB) said, ‘By not getting angry.” They
asked, ‘What is the root of anger?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘Haughtiness, oppressiveness and belittling the

people.”
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A Believer’'s Honor Is in One Characteristic and His Glory Is In

Another Characteristic

1-18 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Ja’far al-Kumaydany and Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Sin’an, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “A believer’s honor is in night prayers, and his

glory is in not bothering the people.”

1-19 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Ja’far al-Kumaydany, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Jabal’le, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an,

on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) told Gabriel, “Advise me.”



Gabriel said, “O Muhammad! Live as much as you want. You will finally die. Love whatever you want.
You will finally be separated from it. Do whatever you want. You will finally encounter your deeds. A

believer’s honor is in his night prayers and his glory is in not bothering the people.”

1-20 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady narrated that Muhammad ibn Jarir, al-
Hassan ibn Urwah, and Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Vahby quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Hamid, on the authority of Zafir ibn Suleiman, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ayyeene, on the
authority of Abi Hazim, on the authority of Sahl ibn Sa’ed, “Gabriel came to the Prophet (MGB) and said,
‘O Muhammad! Live as much as you want. You will finally die. Love whatever you want. You will finally
be separated from it. Do whatever you want. You will finally be rewarded for it. Know that a man’s honor

is in his staying up at night13 and his glory is in his independence from the people.”

1-21 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady narrated that Umar ibn Abi Qaylan al-
Saqgafy and Isa ibn Suleiman ibn Abdul-Malik al-Qurashi quoted on the authority of Isa ibn Suleiman ibn
Abdul-Malik al-Qurashi, on the authority of Abu Ibrahim al-Tarjomani, on the authority of Sa’ed ibn Sa’id
al-Gorjany, on the authority of Nah’shall ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Al-Zah’hak, on the authority of Ibn
Abbas14 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The most honorable people in my nation are those who have

memorized the Quran, and those who are the people of the night15.”
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One Characteristic Is the Key to All Evil

1-22 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn al-
Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the authority of Davood ibn Fargad that
Abu Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) on the authority of said, “Anger is the key to all evil.”

A Characteristic Due to Justice

1-23 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Aba

Abdullah Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqy, on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Juwhary, on
the authority of Hubayb al-Khas’ami that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Love for the people what

you love for yourselves.”

A Characteristic Due to Which We Are Interested in How Others
Judge About Us

1-24 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of some of the companions that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said,

“Whoever deals justly with the people will be pleased with how others judge about him.”

1-25 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar that Abu Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB) was asked the following question: “What is the minimum right of a believer incumbent

upon his brethren?” He (MGB) replied, “That he doesn’t solely dedicate what they need to himself.”

Seek Nearness to God with One Characteristic

1-26 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn
Ja’far al-Homayry quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Umar ibn Yazid that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Seek



nearness to God by sympathizing with your brethren.”

God Has Not Tested the Servants with Anything Harder Than

One Characteristic

1-27 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated
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that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the
authority of Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz, on the authority of Jamil ibn Dur’raj that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “God has not tested the servants with anything harder than giving money.”

A Characteristic that Is the Result of Being Kind

1-28 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqy, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Khalaf ibn Himmad, on the authority of Musa ibn Bakr, on the
authority of Zurarah, on the authority of Humran ibn A’ayn that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “There is

a result for everything. The result of being kind is to speed up turning on the light.”16

A Characteristic that Stabilizes One’s Faith and One that Makes
Him Lose His Faith

1-29 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran
al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Abu Abdullah al-Razi, on the authority of Ali ibn Suleiman ibn Rashid, on
the authority of Musa ibn Salam that Aban ibn Savid asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “What
stabilizes a servant’s faith?” He (MGB) replied, “What stabilizes his faith is piety, and what makes him

lose his faith is greed.”

A Characteristic that Destroys a Believer’'s Dignity

1-30 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya



al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah al-Dihgan, on the
authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor al-Vaseti, on the authority of lbrahim ibn Abdul-Hamid that Abil
Hassan Al-Kazim (MGB) said, “Walking in a rush will destroy a believer’s dignity.”

A Good Characteristic Which No Other Characteristic Is Better

Than, and a Bad Characteristic That No Other Characteristic Is

Worse Than

1-31 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of
Abi Himmam - Isma’il ibn Himmam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id
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ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Muslim al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad,
on the authority of his father (MGB) that the Prophet (MGB) said, “There is one good characteristic that
is better than any other good characteristic. However, there are no characteristics better than getting
killed in the way of the Honorable the Exalted God. There is some ingratitude that is worse than any
other kinds of ingratitude. However, there is no ingratitude worse than killing one’s parents.”

A Characteristic That Guarantees Who Will Not Become Poor

1-32 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Al
ibn Isma’il, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Umar, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Ayoob, on the
authority of lbrahim ibn Maymun said, “I heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, ‘| guarantee that

whoever is frugal will never become poor.”

The Form of Chivalry of the Members of the Holy Household

1-33 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Al-Haysam ibn Abi Masruqg al-Nehdi, on
the authority of Ibn Abi Najran, on the authority of Himad, on the authority of Hurayz that Zurarah said, I
heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) say, ‘We are members of a Household whose chivalry is to forgive

those who have oppressed us.””17

A Characteristic Due to One’s Chivalry

1-34 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Isma’il

ibn Mihran, on the authority of Salih ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Aban ibn Taglib, on the authority of Abi
Ja'far al-Baqir (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Considering the public’s interest regarding one’s
property is due to manliness.”



A Characteristic that Is Not Good for a Dignified Man

1-35 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated

that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr that Muawiyah ibn Wahab said, “Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) saw me
carrying some green vegetables in Medina. He said, ‘It is not good for a dignified man to carry lowly

things since the people will then dare to disrespect him.””
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God Loves One Characteristic and Despises One Characteristic

1-36 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khattab, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Bashir al-Bajaly, on the authority of Davood al-Raqqy that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “Moderation is what God the Honorable, the Exalted loves. Wastefulness is despised by
Him18 even if it is throwing away a date seed that can be used, or throwing away the leftover liquid from

your drink.”

One Who has This Characteristic Would Not Be Thankful for

Blessings

1-37 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated that his uncle
Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the
authority of Ali ibn Hisan that someone narrated that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “Whoever

bears oppression would not thank for blessings.” 19

1-38 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Sayyari, on the authority of Ali ibn Asbat who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) saying,
“Whoever is not angered when oppressed would not thank for blessings.”

A Characteristic Due to Humbleness

1-39 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufy, on the authority of Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of Harun ibn Kharija’ that

Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “It is a form of humbleness to greet everyone you meet.”

A Characteristic that Is Close to Blasphemy and A Characteristic
that Might Change Destiny

1-40 Hamzih ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Zayd ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn
Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Abi Talib (MGB) narrated from Qum in the month of Rajab20 of the year 339 A.H.
(950 A.D.) that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ibn al-



Mugayrih, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB)

said, “Poverty is close to blasphemy, and jealousy might bring you close to changing destiny.”21
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A Characteristic that Destroyed Previous Nations

1-41 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Ali al-Vasha that Abil-Hassan al-Hiza said, “I heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) ask Abil
Abbas al-Bagbaq, ‘What prevented you from attending the pilgrimage?’22 He replied, ‘The suretyship
which | undertook.” Bagbagq said, ‘What do you have to do with suretyship? Don’t you know that it was

suretyship that destroyed previous nations?”

Martyrdom Is Expiation for Every Sin Except for One’s Debt

1-42 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of
Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Han’nan ibn Sadeer, on the authority of his father that Abi
Ja'far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “Martyrdom in God’s way is expiation for every sin except for one’s debt
which has no expiation. One has to pay it back either himself23, or the one who has given him the loan

should give it up.”

God the Almighty Has Sent Muhammad (MGB) and His Nation a
Gift That He Has Not Given to Any Other Nation

1-43 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the
authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of
his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Indeed God the Blessed the Sublime has granted me
and my nation a gift that He has not granted to any other nation. This is an honor from God for us.” He
was asked, “O Prophet of God! What is it?” He said, “It is breaking the fast and shortening our prayers
(while we are) on a journey.” Whoever doesn’t do so has turned down God’s gifts.”

A Characteristic that One Should Have If He Wants to Increase

Goodness in His House

1-44 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Yahya,

on the authority of his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Rashid, on the authority of Abi Basir, on the authority



of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB) that the Commander of the
Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Whoever wants to have an increase in goodness in his house should

make ablutions before eating.”24
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God Will Look at Whom He Likes. Once He Looks at Him, He
Shall Grant Him One of Three Gifts

1-45 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Sindy,
on the authority of Ahmad ibn an-Nazr al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Amr ibn Shimr, on the authority of
Jabir that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “When God likes someone, He will look at him. When He looks
at him, He will grant him one of three gifts: a headache, fever, or eye pain.”

The Hereafter is the Wedding of the Pious Ones

1-46 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn
Muhammad al-Qashany that someone narrated on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Qasim al-Ja’fari that
Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “The Hereafter is the wedding of the pious ones.”

1-47 Ja’far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih al-Kufy narrated that his
grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Ali quoted on the authority of his great grandfather Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih,
on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the
authority of his father As-Sajjad (MGB), “A man went to the Prophet (MGB) and asked, ‘Why is it that |
do not like death?’ The Prophet (MGB) asked him, ‘Do you have any wealth?’ He replied, ‘Yes.” The
Prophet (MGB) asked, ‘Have you not sent your wealth25 ahead of you?’ He said, ‘No.” The Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘Then that is why you do not like death.””

A Characteristic That is Like its Opposite

1-48 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Abi Umayr, on
the authority of Hamzih ibn Himran that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “God the Exalted the
Sublime has not created any certitude in which there is no doubt similar to the doubt about death in

which there is no certitude.”

The Most Wicked People Are Those Who Are Respected for

Possessing One Characteristic

1-49 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on
the authority of Bakr ibn Salih, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali, on the authority of Abdullah26, on
the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Yazid al-Nawfaly, on the
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authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad27, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his



father, on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that the Prophet (MGB) said, “The
most wicked people in my nation28 are those who are respected for fear of their wickedness. Whoever

the people respect due to fear of his wickedness is not from my nation.”

A Characteristic in This World is Abstinence, and a

Characteristic That is Gratitude for all Blessings

1-50 Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Idris — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the authority
of Some of the Al-Nofelites and Mohammad ibn Sin’an who linked it up to the Commander of the
Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) who said, “Pay more attention to the acceptance of your deeds than the deeds
themselves. Abstinence in the world is reducing aspirations. And gratitude for all blessings is avoiding
everything which God the Honorable the Exalted has forbidden. Whoever strains his body has pleased
his Lord, and whoever doesn’t strain his body has disobeyed his Lord.”

Nothing Deserves to Be Restrained More Than the Tongue

1-51 Hamzih ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Alavi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Zyad ibn Marvan
al-Qandi, on the authority of Abi Vaki’a, on the authority of Abi Ishaq that Al-Harith narrated that he had
heard the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) say, “Restrain your tongue more than anything

else.”

Whoever Raises his Aspirations Does Wrong

1-52 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of

Abi Himmam Isma’il ibn Himam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority of
Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father, on

the authority of his forefathers that Ali (MGB) said, “Whoever raises his aspirations shall do wrong.”

Good Deeds Are Recorded for a Muslim as Long as He Remains
Quiet

1-53 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Musa ibn Umar,

on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ribat, on the authority of some of his men
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that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Good deeds are recorded for a Muslim man as long as he
remains quiet. However, once he starts to talk, good or bad deeds29 are recorded for him.”



A Characteristic Having Which Will Result in God Saving You

From the Fear of the Hereafter

1-54 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of
Hamzih ibn Ya’la who linked it up through documents to God’s Prophet (MGB) who said, “Whoever is
the enemy of his own self rather than the people will be saved by God from the fear of the Resurrection

”»

Day.

The Most Intelligent Characteristic

1-55 Suleiman ibn Ahmad ibn Ayoob al-Lakhmy narrated that Abdul Vah’hab ibn Kharajih quoted on the
authority of Abu Kurayb, on the authority of Ali ibn Hafs al-Abasi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-
Hussein al-Alavi, on the authority of his father Al-Hussein ibn Zayd, on the authority of Ja’far ibn
Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bagir (MGB), on the
authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ali30, on the authority
of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The most intelligent characteristic after

having faith in God the Honorable the Exalted is expressing love for the people.”

The Most Pious, the Best Worshipping, the Most Ascetic and the

Most Hard-Working People

1-56 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn
Ma’ruf, on the authority of Abi Shoayb who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) who said, “The
most pious person is one who stops when in doubt. The best worshipping person is one who performs
the obligatory deeds. The most ascetic person is one who abandons the forbidden, and the most hard-

working person is one who abandons sinning.”

Becoming Sorry Is the Same as Repenting

1-57 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Ion Abi Umayr, on
the authority of Ali al-Jahzamy that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “Becoming sorry is the same as

repenting.”
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Whoever Earns More Than His Meals fom This World

1-58 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Ibn Mahboob, on the
authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ribat who linked it up to a man who complained to the Commander of
the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) about his needs. The Commander of the Faithful (MGB) said, “Know that

you are only a treasurer for other people for what you earn from this world that is more than your meals.”



A Characteristic That Deserves to Be Willed

1-59 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn al-Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the
authority of Isma’il ibn Mihran, on the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor, on the authority of Isa ibn
Bashir, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “When the time of
death of the Blessed Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB) arrived, he hugged me tightly and said, ‘O my son! |
advise you to do what my father advised me to do at the time of his death, and reminded me what his
father had advised him to do at the time of his death. O my son! | advise you not to oppress anyone who

b

has no helper but God.

A Characteristic That Causes One to Be Thrown Out and a

Characteristic That Causes One to Be Joined

1-60 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn al-Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an that Hazifat ibn Mansoor
said that he had heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “A group of people from the Quraysh tribe
reduced their (level of) treatment of the people with moderation, and were thrown out of the Quraysh
tribe.31 And by God, whatever there is in their records is suffering. Another group of people from the
Quraysh tribe treated the people with moderation and joined the lofty household (of the Prophet).” Then
he added, “Whoever withdraws his hand from the people has withdrawn just one hand, but many hands

will be withdrawn from him.”

Lofty Characteristics and Bad Characteristics for the People of
the World

1-61 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hijal,

on the authority of Ala’, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Muslim who said
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that he had heard Aba Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) say, “Good deeds are as lofty for the people of the world
as they are on their balance of deeds on the Resurrection Day. And bad deeds are as bad for the people
of the world as they are on their balance of deeds on the Resurrection Day.”

There Is No Honor Except Through One Characteristic. There Is

No Nobility Except Through Another Characteristic

1-62 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn
Ja’far al-Homayry, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Malik ibn Atiye, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that Ali ibn al-
Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB) said, “There is no honor for the Quraysh tribe or any other Arabs except by
means of humbleness, and there is no nobility except by means of piety. A deed is not a deed unless
there is an intention behind it. There is no worshipping except by means of understanding. Beware that



the most despised person by God the Honorable the Exalted is the one who considers himself to be the

follower of a leader but doesn’t act according to the deeds of his leader.”

1-63 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-
Khat’tab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Hammad ibn Uthman that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “Collyrium helps hair to grow, dry tears, sweeten the saliva, and improve

sight.”

When God Loves a Servant He Will Make Him Suffer from a

Great Calamity

1-64 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Sahl ibn Zyad al-Adamy, on the authority of
Al-Hassan ibn al-Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of
Zayd Abi Usamah ash-Shaham, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “There is a great reward for a great calamity. If he is pleased with the calamity, then God
the Honorable the Exalted will be pleased with him. However, if he is displeased with the calamity, then

God will be displeased with him.”

A Characteristic That Leads to Hemorrhoids

1-65 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted on the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Hussein

al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority
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of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad32, on the authority of Aba Abdullah - Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on
the authority of his father33, on the authority of his grandfather34, on the authority of his father (MGB)
that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Sitting on the toilet for too long will lead to

hemorrhoids.”

A Hand on Which There Is an Iron Ring Is Not Clean

1-66 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat'tab, on the
authority of Safvan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Al-Sari ibn Khalid, on the authority of Aba Abdullah
as-Sadig (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “A hand on which there is an iron ring is not clean.”35

Do Not Respond to Whoever Talks Before He Greets You

1-67 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ali ibn lbrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Al-Hussein



ibn Yazid al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad36, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Do not respond
to whoever talks before he greets you.” He also said, “Do not invite anyone to dine with you unless he

greets you.”

A Characteristic That if Practiced Implies Despise for

Muhammad’s Religion

1-68 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Hamzih, on the authority of Abi Basir that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB), “Whoever practices fortune-telling or goes to see a fortune-teller indeed despises Muhammad’s
religion.” Then he was asked, “What about physiognomy37?” He replied, “I do not like you to go to see
them, even though what they say may be close to reality. Physiognomy is a remnant of Prophethood
leftover for the people.”

Only One of the Proverbs of the Prophets Has Remained

1-69 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-
Khat'tab, on the authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Jahm that Abil Hassan -
the first38 (MGB) said, “Only one of the proverbs from the Prophets has remained that is, ‘When you

”

have no shame, you will do whatever you wish.”” He also said, “This applies to the Umayyad clan.”
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When God Wishes a Servant Well, He Will Expedite His
Punishment in This World, and When He Wishes Someone Bad,

He Will Procrastinate His Punishment

1-70 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Al-Sari ibn Khalid that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “When God wishes a servant
well, He will expedite his punishment in this world. However, when God wishes someone bad, He will

procrastinate punishing him for the sins he commits until the Resurrection Day.”

Be Patient with the Enemies of the Blessings

1-71 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Muawiyah ibn Wahab, on the authority of Mu’az ibn Muslim that Aba Abdullah
as-Sadig (MGB) said, “Be patient with the enemies of the blessings39. You cannot treat those who
disobey God regarding yourself any better than by obeying God regarding them.”



The Prophet (MGB) and Ali Ibn Abi Talib Were Created from the

Same Root

1-72 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Abu Sa’id Sahl ibn Zyad al-Adamy, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Ali ibn Hafs al-Abasi, on the
authority of Al-Salt ibn al-Ala’, on the authority of Abil-Hozoor, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Baqir
(MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The people were created from several roots. lbn Abi Talib and |
were created from the same root. Ali is my trunk, and Ja’far40 is my branch.”

A Characteristic That is Gratitude for All Blessings

1-73 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Atiye41, on the authority of Umar ibn Yazid that he had heard
Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) say, “The gratitude for any blessing - no matter how great it may be - is
to praise God the Honorable the Exalted.”

Religion Is the Same as Love

1-74 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the
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authority of his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Himran, on
the authority of Sa’id ibn Yasar that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) told him, “Is religion anything but

love? God the Honorable the Exalted said,

‘Say, If ye do love God, Follow me: God will love you ...""42

When Two Believers Shake Hands They Shall Depart from Each
Other Void of Any Sins

1-75 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn al-Mukhtar, on the authority of Abi
Ubaydat al-Ha’za that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “Whenever two believers shake hands, they shall

depart from each other void of any sins.”



A Characteristic That Revives the Hearts

1-76 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Khat'tab ibn Muslimat, on the authority of Al-Fuzayl ibn
Yasar that Abu Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) told him, “O Fuzayl! Verily our traditions revive the hearts.”

A Characteristic That Revives the Affairs of the Almighty God’s

Proofs

1-77 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Hamran, on the authority of Khaysamat that Abu Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) told him, “Visit
each other in your homes since this will revive our affairs — may God forgive anyone who revives our

affairs.”

God the Almighty Has Not Created Anything More Delightful
Than This Characteristic

1-78 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abil Sahban, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Jamil ibn Salih, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Marvan who
narrated that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) told him, “O Muhammad! My father said, ‘O my son! God
has not created anything more delightful than concealing of faith43 for your father.”
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A Characteristic That Constitutes Nine-Tenths of Religion

1-79 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-
Hassan al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Jundab, on the
authority of Abi Umar al-Ajami that Abu Abdullah told him, “O Abu Umar! Indeed nine-tenths of religion
is in the concealing of faith. Whoever doesn’t practice the concealing of faith has no religion. There is

concealing of faith in everything except in drinking wine and wiping the feet from over foot-wear44.”

Whoever is Pleased with His Destiny or is Displeased with it

1-80 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Al-Fura that Aba Abdullah Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB) said,
“What is destined will happen to whoever is pleased with his destiny, and he will be rewarded. However,

what is destined will happen to whoever is displeased with his destiny but God will cancel his reward.”

A Characteristic for Which Even Red-Haired Camels Are Not




Loved

1-81 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Khalid, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that Ali ibn al-Hussein as-
Sajjad (MGB) said, “I do not like to possess red-haired camels45 instead of my being oppressed; and |

have never quenched my thirst any better than quenching my wrath over the one | got angry with.”

A Characteristic That Increases the Daily Bread

1-82 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God forgive him - narrated that Al-
Hassan ibn Matil al-Dag’qaq quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat'tab, on
the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abi Oaf al-Ajali that he had heard Abu Abdullah as-

Sadig (MGB) say, “Washing hands before and after every meal will increase your share of daily bread.”

1-83 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi

Umayr,
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on the authority of Al-Fuzayl’s brother, on the authority of Al-Fuzayl that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said,
“A sin that will not be forgiven is one that a person commits and says, ‘l wish | was not questioned about

”

any deeds other than this one.”"46

A Characteristic That Leads to Hypocrisy and Poverty

1-84 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Mihran ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Pleased with who
narrated that he had heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “Singing will lead to hypocrisy and result

in poverty.”

The First Gift Given to a Believer Due to a Characteristic

1-85 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn al-
Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Uthman and ibn Abi
Hamzih, on the authority of Ishag ibn Am’mar that he asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “What is the
first gift that is given to a believer?” The Imam (MGB) replied, “The forgiveness of those who follow his

corpse in his funeral procession.”



A Characteristic for Which One Who Has No Good Deeds is

Forgiven on the Resurrection Day

1-86 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Imran that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “On the Resurrection Day a servant will be brought forward who has no
good deeds. He is told to try to remember if he has done any good deeds. He thinks and says, “O my
Lord! | have no good deeds, but once when so and so who is one of your believing servants passed by
me, | asked him for some water. He gave me water and | made ablutions with it. Then | prayed for Your
sake.” Then God the Blessed the Sublime will say, “Indeed | forgave you for My sake. Take My servant

to Heaven.47”

A Characteristic That is the Root of All Sins

1-87 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor, on the authority of someone that Aba Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB) said, “The love for the world is the root of all sins.”
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How Awkward It Is If a Man Enters Heaven Having Lost His

Honor

1-88 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Sa’ed ibn Abi Khalaf, on the authority of Najm48 that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir
(MGB) told him, “O Najm! All of you are with us in Heaven. How awkward will it be if a man from among
you enters Heaven having lost his honor!” Najm asked, “May | be your ransom! Is this possible?” The
Imam (MGB) replied, “Yes. This will be the case if he has not guarded his private parts and his

stomach.”49

A Characteristic Doing Which Will Cause the Almighty God to

Have Mercy Upon You

1-89 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Ion Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Mudrik ibn al-Hazhaz that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “O Mudrik! May God have mercy upon whoever attracts the love of the people to himself,
narrates for them what they would understand, and omits what they do not comprehend.”



A Characteristic Doing Which Will Cause Increased Good for

One’s House

1-90 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Abi Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Hussein al-
Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad, on
the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of
his grandfather (MGB) that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Whoever wants to
increase the good in his house should wash his hands before he eats.”

On Him Whose Health Has Overcome His lliness but He Treats

Himself and Dies

1-91 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Sahl ibn Zyad, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority
of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyads0 that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “I despise whoever whose health

overcomes his illness, but he treats himself with something and dies.”

A Characteristic Which a Believer Avoids

1-92 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him
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- narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Sahl ibn Zyad, on the authority of Abu Nasr
Muhammad ibn Ja’far ibn Agabah, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Ukht Abi Malik, on
the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an that Abolvahid ibn al-Mukhtar said, “| asked Aba Ja’far al-Bagir

”

(MGB) about playing chess. He (MGB) replied, ‘A believer avoids playing it.

Nothing Ruins Faith as Much as One Characteristic Does

1-93 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-
Homayry quoted on the authority of Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Mus’adat ibn Sadagah, on the
authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s

Prophet (MGB) said, “Nothing ruins faith as much as greed51 does. Greed has a crawling similar to the

crawling of ants, and it has branches similar to the branches of polytheism.”

One Who Lives to See his Successor Is Prosperous

1-94 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Musa ibn Bakr al-Vaseti, “| asked Abil Hassan Musa ibn
Ja’far al-Kazim (MGB) if he (MGB) saw anything wrong if someone says ‘may my father or mother be



your ransom’ to his son or daughter? The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘It is being ungrateful to his parents if
they are alive, but it is fine if they have passed away. My father Ja’far (MGB) used to say that whoever
lives to see his successor is prosperous. In fact, | swear by God that He has shown me the successor

after me.”

A Believer's Honor is More Than That of the Ka'ba

1-95 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on
the authority of Ibrahim ibn Umar that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “A believer’s honor is more
than that of the Ka'ba.”

It Suffices for a Believer to See God’s Aid in the Form of His

Enemies Engaged in the Almighty God’s Disobedience

1-96 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Qutaybat al-A’eshi that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “It suffices for a
believer to see God’s aid in the form of his enemies engaged in the Almighty God’s disobedience.”52
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A Gift Will Eliminate Animosities

1-97 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Sahl ibn Zyad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id, on the authority
of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad al-Sakoony that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Giving a gift before asking

for something is good. Exchange gifts and be friends since giving gifts will eliminate animosities.”

Prosperous Be the One Who is Indifferent

1-98 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Safvan al-dJamal that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Blessed be53 one
who looks indifferent.54 He seems to be with the people, but he doesn’t really follow their deeds. The
people know him on the surface but they do not know what goes on within him.”

A Characteristic That Will Make One Poor in the Hereafter

1-99 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Asad Al-Asady quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Ayoob al-Nahravi, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Sanid ibn Davood, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Yusuf ibn Muhammad ibn Munkadir, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Jabir
ibn Abdullah that God’s Prophet (MGB) said that the mother of Solomon the son of David, told Solomon,



“Beware that sleeping too much at night will make one poor in the Hereafter.”

A Group of People Who Are the Masters of Heaven

1-100 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady narrated that his father, Ali ibn al-
Abbas al-Bajaly and al-Hassan Ali ibn Nasr al-Toosi quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul
Rahman ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Abu Sin’an al-Abedi, on the authority of Safvan ibn Saleem, on
the authority of Ata ibn Yasar, on the authority of Abi Sa’id al-Khidry that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“Those who know the Quran by hearts5 are the masters of Heaven.”

God’s Prophet Made His Ablutions One Organ at a Time

1-101 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Furgany in Furgan narrated that Abul Abbas al-
Himady quoted on the authority of Abu Muslim al-Kajy, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Vah’hab, on the
authority of Abul Rahim ibn Zayd al-Ami, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Muawiyah ibn
Qarah, on the authority of Ibn Umar that God’s Prophet (MGB) used to make his ablutions one organ at

a time.
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The Characteristic That Is the Best Goodness

1-102 Abul Hassan Ali ibn Abdullah ibn Ahmad al-Asvari narrated that Abu Yusuf Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Qays al-Sejezi56 al-Mozakar quoted on the authority of Abu Muhammad Abdul Aziz ibn
Ali al-Sarakhsi in Marv al-Ruz, on the authority of Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Umran al-Baghdady, on the
authority of Abul Hassan (the first), on the authority of Abul Hassan (the second), on the authority of
Abul-Hassan (the third), on the authority of Al-Hassan (the first), on the authority of Al-Hassan (the
second) that Al-Hassan (the third - MGB) said, “The best goodness is being good-tempered.”

The first Abul-Hassan is Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahim al-Tastary. The second Abul-Hassan is Ali ibn
Ahmad al-Basry al-Temar. And the third Abul-Hassan is Ali ibn Muhammad al-Vagedy. The first Al-
Hassan is Al-Hassan ibn Urfatal Abdi. The second Al-Hassan is Al-Hassan ibn Abil-Hassan al-Basry.
And the third Al-Hassan is Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB).

The Prophet Put off His Special Prayer for One Characteristic

1-103 Abul Hassan Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn Yunus narrated that Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Haravy
guoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Najda, on the authority of Abu Bashar Khatn al-Mugar’ri, on the
authority of Mu’amir ibn Suleiman that he had heard Anas ibn Malik57 say that he had heard God’s



Prophet (MGB) say, “Each Prophet has a special supplication which he has said to God and in which he
has asked God for something. However, | put off my special supplication to intercede on behalf of my

nation on the Resurrection Day.”

A Characteristic That is the Best Form of Worshipping and a

Characteristic That is the Noblest Form of Being Religious

1-104 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Muni’a58 quoted on the authority of Harun ibn Abdullah, on
the authority of Suleiman ibn Abdul Rahman al-Dameshgq;i, on the authority of Khalid ibn Abi Khalid al-
Azraq, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahman - whom | suspect to be ibn Abi Layli, on the
authority of Nafe’ah, on the authority of Ion Umar that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The best form of
worshipping is to apply yourself to the acquisition of knowledge, and the noblest form of being religious

is piety.”

What Is A Lot but Its Doers Are A Few

1-105 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Muni’a59 quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Imran al-
Akhnesi in the year 28 A.H. (649 A.D.) in which he died, that he heard Abu Khalid al-Ahmari quote on
the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Khalid, on the authority of Ata ibn al-Sa’eb, on the authority
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of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Amr that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are a lot of
good deeds but there are only a few good-doers.”

A Characteristic That Constitutes Half of the Religion

1-106 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Muni’a60 quoted on the authority of Ali ibn Isa al-Mokhrami
in the year 130 A.H. (747 A.D.), on the authority of Khilad ibn Isa, on the authority of Sabit, on the
authority of Anas that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Being good-tempered constitutes half of the religion.”

A Characteristic That is the Best Thing Given to a Muslim

1-107 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abul-Abbas al-Suraj quoted on the authority of Yagoob ibn
Ibrahim, on the authority of Vaki’a, on the authority of Mas’ar and Sufyan, on the authority of Zyad ibn
Alaga, on the authority of Usamah ibn Sherik that God’s Prophet (MGB) was asked, “What is the best

thing given to a Muslim?” He replied, “A good temper.”

The Prophet and Ali Ibn Abi Talib Were Created from One Light

1-108 Muhammad ibn Umar al-Hafiz al-Baghdady narrated that Abu Muhammad al-Hassan ibn
Abdullah al-Razi quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of his master Ali ibn Musa al-
Reza (MGB), on the authority of his father Musa ibn Ja’far al-Kazim (MGB), on the authority of his father
Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bagir (MGB),
on the authority of his father Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-
Hussein (MGB), on the authority of his brother Al-Hassan ibn Ali (MGB), on the authority of his father Ali
ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Ali and | were created from the same light.”



A Servant’s Well-Being Depends Upon the Well-Being of One of

His Organs

1-109 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Daybali quoted on the
authority of Abu Abdullah, on the authority of Sufyan, on the authority of Mujahid that he heard al-
Sha’abi narrated that he heard al-Nue’man ibn Bashir said that he had heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say,
“There is a delicate organ in man’s body. If it is healthy all his body is healthy. If it gets ill, it will cause

the ailment of the rest of the body. That is the heart.”

1-110 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abul Abbas al-Suraj quoted on the authority of Abul Abbas al-
Siraj quoted on the authority of Qutaybat, on the authority of Roshdin ibn Sa’ed al-Mesri Abul Hajjajé1,
on the authority of Sharahil ibn Yazid62, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Umar and Abi
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Hurayrih that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “When a man’s heart is healthy, then his body is healthy. If the
heart is diseased, then the body will become diseased.”

A Man Enters Heaven for One Characteristic

1-111 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sejezy narrated that Ibn Mu’az quoted on the authority of Al-Hussein al-
Marvazy, on the authority of Abdullah, on the authority of Yahya ibn Ubaydullah, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Aba Hurayreh that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “A servant (i.e. person) would

enter Heaven for having removed a thorn on the path of the Muslims.”

One Who Likes Two Characteristics Shall do One Thing

1-112 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Furgany narrated that Abul Abbas Muhammad
ibn Jumhoor al-Himady quoted on the authority of Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Zayd al-Sayeq
al-Mac’ci in Mecca narrated that Ahmad ibn Shoayb quoted on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Yunus ibn Shahab that Anas ibn Malik63 heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, “Whoever likes an

extended share of his daily bread and a delayed death will visit his kin.”

God’s Prophet Finished His Prayers with One Greeting

1-113 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar narrated that Abul Qasim Sa’id ibon Ahmad ibn Abi
Salim quoted on the authority of Abu Zakarya Yahya ibn al-Fazl al-Var’raq, on the authority of Ishaq ibn
Ibrahim al-Var’raq al-Samargandi, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Salme, on the authority of Baqiat ibn
al-Walid, on the authority of Al-Zayady64, on the authority of Al-Zuhra, on the authority of Anas that
God’s Prophet (MGB) finished his prayers with one greeting.65



1. That is opposing us and we are fighting with them.

2. Referring to the Trinity

3. In the Arabic text, the word Tooba is used which is translated to mean "blessedness" here. Tooba is the name of a
Heavenly tree which is rooted in the Prophet's (MGB) house. There are branches of this tree in the homes of the believers.
These branches will yield whatever you desire. The branches are so extensive that if someone races under them with a fast
riding horse for even one-hundred years, he will not leave the shade of this branch. If a crow starts from the base of the
tree and tries to fly towards the top, it can never reach there until it gets old. So beware, and try to attain this boundless
blessing. Indeed a believer is busy doing his work, and the people are safe from him. When the night comes, he will fall
prostrate in God's Worship. He will ask God who has created him to save him from the Fire of Hell. So beware and try to be
like this.

4. Al-Sakoony.

5. Also in Al-Amali by Al-Sadoog, and in Bihar al-Anwar. This means that the best thing for man to do is to obey God’s
orders since God knows best what is good for man.

6. Al-Qad’dah

7. We read in Al-Amali ‘Suleiman ibn Ahmad al-Lakhmy’.

8. Imam Al-Hussein (MGB)

9. who is Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abu Abdullah al-Razi.

10. Ibn Sayf

11. The oppressive ruler

12. May God Bless Him

13. To worship God

14. Ibn Abbas was born in the year 3 B.H. (i.e. before the emigration of the Prophet (MGB) from Mecca to Medina, 618-619
A.D.) and his mother took him to the Prophet Muhammad (MGB) before he had began to suckle. The Prophet Muhammad
(MGB) put some of his saliva on the newborn's tongue, and that was the beginning of the close relationship between those
two. While growing up, he was constantly at the Prophet's side carrying out different services like fetching water for a partial
ablution (wuzu). He would pray with the Prophet Muhammad (MGB) and accompany him on his assemblies, journeys and
expeditions. The Prophet Muhammad (MGB) would often draw him close, pat him on the shoulder and pray, ‘O God! Teach
him (the knowledge of) the Book’, and Ibn Abbas devoted his life to the pursuit of learning and knowledge. lbn Abbas kept
on following the Prophet Muhammad (MGB), memorizing, and learning the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (MGB).
15. Who stay up at night to worship God

16. This means that one should rush to turn on the light in preparation for serving the guests that have been kind to him
before. Remember that electricity was not discovered at that time, and they used to light lanterns.

17. Just as the Prophet (MGB) did upon conquering Mecca

18. God.

19. This means that a healthy person gets pleased when he is dealt with kindly. He then thanks. Likewise, he gets upset
and angry when he is oppressed. However, a person who has no conscience doesn'’t care either way.

20. Rajab is the seventh month in the Islamic lunar calendar.

21. This means that poverty might lead one to do wrong. A sense of jealousy might result in acting against whom we are
jealous of, and this might change our destiny.

22. of the Ka'ba.

23. Or a friend should pay it back on his behalf.

24. Implying that it is better to wash our hands before we eat.

25. To the Hereafter. This implies giving charity.

26. It seems that there must be a mistake in the original Arabic text. It might be “on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn
Abdullah who is Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Kufi who narrated on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Yazid al-Nawfaly.

27. Al-Sakoony.

28. In some versions it says: “in my family.”

29. Based on what he says.



30. Imam Al-Hussein (MGB).

31. Meaning from the members of the holy household of the Prophet (MGB).

32. Al-Sakoony.

33. Imam al-Bagir (MGB).

34. Imam al-Hussein (MGB).

35. This may refer to the presently known fact that iron rusts and is harmful.

36. Al-Sakoony.

37. Physiognomy is the interpretation of outward appearance, especially the features of the face, to discover a person's
predominant temper and character. Physiognomy deals with studying facial features, the lineaments of the body, and even
gesture and expression. The assumption at work is that an individual's nature-- his or her disposition, character, mind, and
soul-- can be judged by scrutinizing the outside of him or her. Not everybody is equally competent at this kind of reading,
however; some who were thought especially literate were frequently requested by others less skilled to "read that
countenance" and report back the findings.

38. Imam al-Kazim (MGB).

39. Those who are jealous of you for the blessings that are bestowed upon you.

40. Al-Tay'yar, i.e. Ja'far ibn Abi Talib (MGB).

41. In some versions we read: “Al-Hussein ibn Atiye.”

42. The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:31.

43. A practice to guard one’s faith. This practice has been designated for the believers when they live under oppressive
conditions in which exposing their faith could endanger their religion and their lives. To better understand this concept,
please read traditions Nos. 177 and 178 below quoted from MISHKAT UL-ANWAR FI GHURAR IL-AKHBAR “The Lamp
Niche for the Best Traditions” by Hassan ibn Fazl ibn Hassan Tabarsi translation by Ms. Lisa (Zaynab) Morgan & Dr. Ali
Peiravi and published by the Ansariyan Publications.

177- Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) said, "Concealing faith is for times when it is necessary to do so, and the person who conceals
his faith knows best when to do it."

178- Imam al-Baqjir (MGB) said, "Concealing faith is for protecting lives and preventing bloodshed. There is no reason to
conceal faith if there is bloodshed." For more interested readers a whole section of the above mentioned book is on
concealing faith.

44. In making ablutions for the prayers.

45. Implying the best worldly possessions.

46. Implying that he underestimates the degree of severity of the sins that he commits.

47. God orders the angels to do so.

48. Najm ibn Haytam who was one of the companions of Imam al-Bagir (MGB).

49. Or has engaged in illegitimate sexual relationships, or has drunk or eaten forbidden drinks or meals.

50. Al-Sakoony.

51. The Arabic word used here means avarice that is accompanied by greed.

52. This means that when our enemies disobey God it is to their disadvantage and it is a form of God’s aid to us.

53. In the Arabic text, the word Tooba is used which is translated to mean "blessedness" here. Tooba is the name of a
Heavenly tree which is rooted in the Prophet's (MGB) house. There are branches of this tree in the homes of the believers.
These branches will yield whatever you desire. The branches are so extensive that if someone races under them with a fast
riding horse for even one-hundred years, he will not leave the shade of this branch. If a crow starts from the base of the
tree and tries to fly towards the top, it can never reach there until it gets old. So beware, and try to attain this boundless
blessing. Indeed a believer is busy doing his work, and the people are safe from him. When the night comes, he will fall
prostrate in God's Worship. He will ask God who has created him to save him from the Fire of Hell. So beware and try to be
like this.

54. In Ma’ani al-Akhbar there is a tradition from the Commander of the Faithful that says what is meant here is “one from
whose looks the people cannot tell what is going on within him”.

55. And act accordingly.



56. In some versions we read ‘Al-Sehri.’

57. See footnote for 1-103.

58. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

59. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

60. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

61. In some versions we read “Rashid ibn Sa’ed al-Bastri.”

62. i.e. Al-Ma’afiry.

63. See footnote for 1-103.

64. Muhammad ibn Zyad ibn Ubayd al-Zayady Abu Abdullah Al-Basry known as Yooyoo.
65. The greeting referred to here is at the end of the prayer during which we say, ‘Assalmu alayka ayuhanabiyu va
rahmatullahe va barakatu’.
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