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Part 1: Why Memorise The Holy Quran?

The youthful mind is designed to remember and memorise. That’s a primary function of the brain:
Memory. It will seek out thinks to store in its memory, and will therefore chase poetry, passages,
speeches, songs and whatever it can find in order to remember. Is it not better that one has a program

to assist the mind in memorising the Holy Qur'an?

It is unfortunate however, that some scholars may discourage the youth (let alone the elders) of their
communities from memorising the Holy Qur'an. Many reasons may be presented, such as that

1. It is not important to do so;

2. Some of the enemies of the Purified Household (as) have memorised the Holy Qur'an and it did not
benefit them, why or how could it benefit us?

3. More important than committing to heart is the application of the Holy Qur’an...

Some will ask if there is even any narrations suggesting we should memorise, or that there is no point

memorising without understanding.

Part | will provide answers to these questions, while Part Il will look in to memorisation technique.

Memorisation of the Holy Qur’an in the eyes of the Holy Quran

Memorisation of the Holy Qur’an is one of the best ways to become intimately familiar with the Divinely

sent words.

As the divine and unaltered word of Allah, the Holy Qur’an is viewed as the uniting force for all Muslims
across the world regardless of nationality, sect, or political point of view. It is the undisputed source of
information, and therefore given the topic and content, it would be a large lacuna to omit what the Holy

Qur’an itself has to say with regards to this subject.
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Al Qamar 54:17 - Easy To Recite And Remember
ST o a8 LSAN GTOEN G5 18

Now We have made the Quran easy for Remembrance. Is there any that will remember? (Al
Qamar 54:17)

In interpreting this Ayah, and those that follow, the exegesis of both schools of thought are used.1 The
conclusion of the abovementioned Ayah is clear. ‘)SJ is a term used for remembrance, the opposite of
which is to forget. In Arabic, the term for memory and retentive faculty is this term, used for
remembrance. ,S.u is a word that was initially JSJ_M which is a term used for someone remembers the
Holy Qur’an, and where due to the closeness of the letters < and J, the letters have become conjoined

to become ,Sua.

The Ayah therefore asks; this Holy Qur'an has definitely been made easy to recite and remember, and
the challenge is that is being asked of mankind, is there anyone who will be able to remember and be
awakened by it?

Martyr Mutahhari, may his soul rest in peace, states in the book Getting Familiar with the Holy Qur'an2
under this Ayah, that no other book has been made easier to memorise than the Holy Qur’an, it is

designed to be remembered and the brain was created for that purpose.

It is therefore clear; the All-Wise All-Knowing and All-Powerful Creator would not describe the Holy
Qur’an with this attribute in vain and without purpose, and to further emphasise the point, this Ayah was
repeated four times over in Surah Al Qamar (54:17,22,32,40).

Al Ankabut 29:49 - In The Breasts Of Those Who Have Been Given Knowledge
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Nay; rather it is signs, clear signs in the breasts of those who have been given knowledge; and
none denies Our signs but the evildoers. YAl Ankabut 29:49)

Those who have been given knowledge are the Prophet (S), the Divinely Guided (as) and the
companions and in such exegesis as that of Alama Tabrasi, may his soul rest in peace, “Jawami Al-
jami”3, describes in this category the believers who are Memorisers of the Holy Qur’an, who carry in the

hearts the Holy Quran and its meanings.



Al Ahzab 33:34 - Remember That Which Is Recited In Your Houses
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And remember that which is recited in your houses of the signs of God and the Wisdom; God is
All-subtle, All-aware. (Al Ahzab 33:34)

In several Ayahs of this Surah, Allah orders the wives of the Prophet (S) with several commands. The
Ayah above is one of those commandments.

The Ayah commands the wives, who have the privilege of being in the home of Prophet (S) where the
Holy Qur’an is recited and entrusted and the etiquette of the Prophet (S) is practiced, to recite, protect
and conduct themselves according to their practical applications. The term “in your houses” is to
emphasise that they are at the source of Islam, and that they should understand that significant status
and be role models for the rest of us.

While the command is directed to the wives of the Prophet (S), the Islamic Nation as a whole is also
entrusted with this command as they hold close to their hearts the Holy Qur’an and the Etiquettes of the
Prophet (S).

The term “remember” is again in contrast to “forget”, and along with “in your houses”, amplifies the

advice to have the Holy Qur’an carried in your heart.

Some have considered this Ayah to indicate gratefulness to Allah, especially given the conclusion of the

same Ayah - God is All-subtle, All-aware.

However, in the Exegesis of Al-Mizan4, the author contests this and explains had that been the case,
the conclusion would have in fact been “God is All-thankful, All-knowing”5 or “We will recompense the
thankful.”6

The attributes of Allah in this Ayah, however, are in line with the remembrance of the Holy Qur’an.

Al Muzzammil 73:20 — Recite as much as is feasible
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So recite the Holy Quran so much as is feasible. (Al-Muzzammil 73:20)

In Bihar Al Anwar, under the chapter of Etiquettes and Precepts of Reciting the Holy Qur’an, it states that
“so much as feasible”, along with the words before it, “He knows that you will not number it”, Surahs of

the Holy Qur'an are understood to have been designed to be easy to remember and memorise, as is its



recitation.

“Therefore recite of the Holy Qur'an so much as is feasible” is stipulating that we should recite what is
easy for our own abilities. For those who have strong Arabic and memorisation skills, larger Surahs such
as Al Bagarah will be easy to memorise. Those who have less of ability, can memorise other Surahs
such as Ar Rahman, and those who are beginners in Arabic and/or have poor memories, can recite and

memorise short Surahs, such as Al Kawthar.

It must be noted that this Ayah is referring to recitation of the Holy Qur'an outside the prescribed
obligatory prayers and therefore is a recommended deed, and not an obligation.

Yet some scholars see it as an obligation, through the reasoning that certain Surahs are recommended
in certain recommended prayers throughout the days, months and year, and since it is not permitted by
some scholars (and recommended against by others) to recite the Holy Qur’an during prayers from the
scriptures of the Holy Qur’an itself, it is evident that the recitation of these Surahs is required to be from

memory.

In the book “Kashaf Al Qina’, Al Bahooti says that the memorisation of the Holy Qur’an is considered a
recommended deed by all scholars and likewise, consider it to be an obligation upon at least some

members of the community”.

Memorising the Holy Qur’an, in itself, is a means to protecting it from deviation and alteration.

Memorisation of the Holy Qur’an in the eyes of the Divinely
Guided

In this section, we will look at some of the many narrations that have been passed down to us to indicate

the importance and significance of this task.

After the Holy Qur’an, the most important source of information and knowledge there is, is that of the
narrations and traditions of the Divinely Guided (as), often referred to as Infallibles (as), as they are
chosen by Allah himself to be the teachers and exegetists of the Holy Qur'an. They have the role of
guidance for the society and instilling love and passion for the Holy Qur'an and its memorisation as well

as the practical application of the commands within it.
The most authentic sources7 available to us are used to explore this topic.

One such book is Usool Al-Kaafi (94?1511 Js=!), one of the oldest, most authentic texts available and
written by the respected Shiekh Al Kulaini, may his soul rest in peace. It was written during the minor
occultation of the Imam of our Time, may his return be hastened, and with consultation with his four
representatives. It is the most valuable, authentic, complete, and comprehensive book amongst the four

major texts.8



It is divided in to 35 divisions, called Kitab (or book), starting with the Book of Intellect and Ignorance.
One of these Kitabs is a section on the Holy Qur'an9, and three chapters in that division are dedicated to

the memorisation of the Holy Qur’an.

Wasail Al Shia10 is a book collated by Sheikh Amily, using over 180 authentic and accepted books of
narrations including the four major books, he compiled the best and most authentic of these narrations in

to this well-known and accepted book.

Volume 89 of the encyclopedia Bihar Al-Anwar compiled by Al Majlisi, may his soul rest in peace, is
dedicated to the Holy Qur’an.

The following are forty narrations grouped by topic and their translations, the first being the

recommendation to learn the Holy Qur’an.

1. Recommendations

Narration 1 - It is incumbent upon the believer
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It is incumbent upon the believer to not pass away till he learns the Holy Qur’an, or be in the process of
learning it. 11.

Imam as-Sadiqg (as)

Narration 2 - It is the best narration

IJ.LUJATJ (JJJ—AA-”GM 4.IL.§ &y 51 l\g&.&"u.hub (s,JJ.La.” & M!Ai!j IJ.@.&AJJ cgaall uqu_.l_é QTJA_” 'J.AJAJ
il aiif Gl 4

Learn the Holy Qur’an for it is the best narration, and grasp it for it is the spring of the heart, and heal
yourselves with its light for it is a remedy for the chests, and master its recitation for it is the most

beneficial of accounts. 12

Imam Ali (as)

Narration 3 — Happiness, Martyrdom, Salvation
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If you want to the life of happiness, the death of a martyr, salvation from the day of regret, the shadow
on the day of heat, and guidance on the day of straying, so then study the Holy Qur’an for it is the Word

of the Merciful and the shield against Satan and the predominant (weight) on the scales (of deeds). 13

The Prophet (S)

Narration 4 - The best of the best of you
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The best of the best of you is whomever learns the Holy Qur’an and acts upon it. 14

The Prophet (S)

Narration 5 - The trust to His creation
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The Holy Qur’an is the trust of Allahi to his creation, so it is desirable to the Muslim to look upon this

trust and to recite from the Holy Qur'an every day fifty Ayahs. 15

Imam as-Sadiqg (as)

Narration 6 - A house of ruin

NEPEN | RERH | L) P 1 JU - REPNpP pEPH AT

Certainly, he who has nothing of the Holy Qur'an within his heart is like a house in ruin. 16

The Prophet (S)

2. Start Young

Narration 7 - Infused in to blood and flesh
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Whomever recites the Holy Qur'an when he is a young believer, the Holy Qur’an will infuse in to their



blood and flesh and Allahi will place him with the noble, devoted Angels, and the Holy Qur’an will shield

him on the Day of Resurrection. 17

Imam as-Sadiq (as)

3. The Holy Quran Will Complain

Narration 8 - Three will complain
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Three will complain to Allah — A deserted Mosque where its people do not pray, a scholar amongst the
ignorant, and a Holy Qur’an gathering dust and not recited with. 18.

Imam as-Sadiq (as)

4. Merits of Recitation

Recitation of the Holy Qur’an is a deed which is superior to many others. Imam ar-Ridha’ (as) says the

following:

Narration 9 - Better than remembrance
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Recitation of the Holy Qur’an is better than remembrance, and remembrance is better than charity, and
charity is better than fasting, and fasting is a shield from the fire. 19.

Imam ar-Ridha’ (as)

5. Types of People Who Recite

Narration 10 - Three kinds of people
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Imam al-Bagir (as) is quoted to have said there are three kinds of people who recite the Holy Qur’an:

1. One who recites the Holy Qur'an as though a product to trade with, to win over kings and dominate

over the people,

2. Another who memorises the letters, but loses its boundaries and keep guards it like a delicate glass,

showing it off for a time to profit from it, may Allah not increase the numbers of this group,

3. And one who recites the Holy Qur'an as the medicine for the ilinesses of his heart, keeps vigil of the
night with it, endures thirst with it through his day, teaches and recites it in Mosques, and leaves his bed

for its sake, 20

Imam al-Bagqir (as) states that through the latter group, Allah, the Most Majestic, the Almighty, keeps
away calamity, and through them, Allah keeps away the enemy, and through them, Allah brings down
the rains from the sky. Imam al-Bagqir (as) then swears by the name of Allah that certainly those reciters
of the Holy Qur’an are of more cherished than The Red Kabrit.21

This narration is directly answering those who claim that memorising the Holy Qur’an is not necessary,
brushing it off with sophisms such as those who fought Imam Ali (as) were memorisers; and look where

they ended up! Or that it brings no benefits to us.

The answer is clear. Memorising the Holy Qur’an should not be to make a profit or lure people, nor
simply memorise the words and lose the boundaries, as is the case in the first two groups of people
described in the narration, but rather, memorising the Holy Qur'an means acting upon its guidance to be

able to reap the rewards.

Narration 11 - Nobility

Imam as-Sadiq (as) states the following
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The memoriser of the Holy Qur'an, who implements it, is with the noble, pious. 22

Imam as-Sadiqg (as)



The term “noble and pious” is the same one used in the Holy Qur’an in Surah 80, Ayah 16.

5. Memorising Through Hardship

A common detractor from any attempt to memorise the Holy Qur’an is in believing that one requires
good memory in order achieve any of the goals of memorising, and the belief their memory is not up to
the task.

The goal must be considered and incremental. The primary goal should be one of association with the
Holy Qur'an. To be on the path of familiarity and to grow with Divine Text, knowing that memorising the
Holy Qur’an is no easy task.

This is clear through chapters entitled “Who Learns the Holy Qur’an with Difficulty” in Al-Kafi and
“Recommendation of memorising the Holy Qur'an and bearing hardships in learning it and memorising
it” in Mustadrak Al-Wasail23 amongst many others. These chapters give us an indication that throughout
history and since the Dawn of Islam, Muslims have struggled with and have endured hardship in order to
learn and memorise the Holy Qur’an, but also that learning and memorising come hand in hand
together.

Narration 12 - Double the reward for hardship
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Whoever engages the Holy Qur’an, enduring hardship and difficulty in memorising it, will have double
the reward. 24.

Imam as-Sadiq (as)

And the doubter may shed the following doubt — in that if memorisation of the Holy Qur'an comes with

hardship and difficulty, that one may rebel and the opposite of the desired effect results.

Yet the same individuals strive and work hard, and encourages, pushes and motivates their child
towards obtaining knowledge in sciences and arts, to obtain livelihood, to train and push through pain

barriers in order to excel in sports, or to pass final examinations etc.... without such reservations!

It is true that the worldly obligations can have a toll on the goal of reciting and learning the whole of the
Holy Qur’an, restrictions on time and work or study loads can come at the expense of such a goal, but it
must be at least concluded that some of the Holy Qur’an can be memorised.



6. Don’t Forget What You Learnt!

Narration 13 - How | wish you were mine
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Whoever forgets a Surah from the Holy Qur’an, it will appear to them in the best and highest form in
paradise, and when they see it, and asks what are you? How beautiful! How | wish you were mine!.. The
Surah will reply “Don’t you know me? | am such and such a Surah, had you not forgotten me | would
have raised you up to this” 25

Imam as-Sadiq (as)

Narration 14 - No sin was greater
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The sins of my Nation were displayed to me and no sin was greater than a Surah of the Holy Qur’an or
an Ayah that a man brings and then forgets it. 26.

The Prophet (S)

These two narrations show the significance and importance of working hard to recite with the intention of
remembering the Ayahs... for not only will there be missed rewards by not remembering them, but also a

punishment.

A conclusion may be drawn here, that it is best not to memorise the Holy Qur’an in the first place, lest
one forgets the Ayahs memorised and the responsibility that sits with having to memorise it. Reasons

such as not having the time to review and revise and having a weak memory can be used as excuses.

This is a shallow reasoning, however, as the contrary is true. A parable may be that it would be like
saying to escape the law of the land, it is best to not even know what those laws are. Ignorance is not

bliss.

Some grand scholars even view the forbidding of forgetting the Surahs and Ayahs to be a valuable
blessing. It guarantees the need to constantly be associated with the Holy Qur’an through consistent

review and recitation.



Some scholars from both schools of thought view the need to constantly review what has been
memorised as obligatory, and not doing so, if risking forgetting those Ayahs memorised, as a sin. This is
based on some narrations such as those listed and sometimes even quote such Ayahs as 126 of Surah
Taha:
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God shall say, Even so it is. Our signs came unto thee, and thou didst forget them; and so today
thou art forgotten.' (Ta-Ha 20: 126)

Ayatollah Tabrizi, may Allah bless his soul, says it is an obligatory precaution that one who has
memorised Surahs to review them constantly so as to not forget them.27

Not all scholars are of this view, with most exegesis explaining this Ayah to mean not implementing the

commands of the Ayahs, rather than not forgetting them.

Ayatollah Araki, may Allah bless his soul, states that the forbidding of forgetting the Holy Qur’an is not a
proven law, and suggests it is rather despised to do so, citing narrations which indicate it is not a sin to

have forgotten what has been memorised.

Ayatollah Araki states that given the memorisation of the Holy Qur’an is a recommendation, so is its

apparent constant recitation to guard against forgetting it.

He concludes that it may therefore be the negligence and lack of importance given to the Holy Qur'an

and its recitation, causing one to forget, as being one of the greatest sins28.

7. The Holy Quran is Your Protection

Narration 15 - | fear learning the Holy Quran
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Abu Dharr came to the Prophet and said” Oh Prophet, | fear learning the Holy Qur’an and not act upon

it, so the Prophet said in reply: Allah will not punish a heart in which the Holy Qur’an resides in. 29.

The Prophet (S)



Narration 16 - The fire will not touch it.
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If the Holy Qur’an is embedded in skin, the fire will not touch it. 30

The Prophet (S)

Narration 17 - No punishment
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Recite the Holy Qur'an and commit it to memory, for Allah does not punish a heart that has memorised
the Holy Qur’an. .31

The Prophet (S)

Narration 18 - The earth responds
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When a memoriser of the Holy Qur'an passes away, Allah will reveal to the earth to not eat their flesh.

The earth responds: My Lord, how could | eat the flesh with your Words infused with in it? 32.

The Prophet (S)

Narration 19 - Reduce punishment upon parents
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Whomever recites the Holy Qur’an off the scripture, Allah will reduce the punishment upon his parents
even if they should be polytheists, and whomever recites the Holy Qur'an memoriter, and then suspects

that Allah does not forgive him, then he is of those who mock the Ayahs of Allah.33.

The Prophet (S)



Narration 20 - A calamity from the sky
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When Allah sends down a calamity from the sky, forgiven from it is the bearer of the Holy Qur'an and
those who heed the sun, that is, those who keep the time of their prayers, and those who build Mosques.
34.

The Prophet (S)

8. Implementing the Holy Qur’an is a Pre-Requisite

Narration 21 - Two kinds of scholars
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There are two kinds of scholars, one who upholds and implements their knowledge, they are saved, and
another who disregards their knowledge, they face destruction. The people of the hell fire will be troubled
by the putrid stink of the scholar who disregards their knowledge, and certainly, the most regretful of the
hell bound are and most lamenting are those who invites another to Allah and the invitee responds and
accepts and answers the call and so enters Paradise, and the one who was inviting is entered in to Hell
for not implementing their knowledge, but instead followed their whims and desires and infinite worldly
aspirations. For succumbing to whims and desires obstructs the Truth, infinite worldly aspirations makes
one forget the Hereafter. 35

Imam Ali (as) speaks of the Prophet’s (S) words.

Narrations IV and V make it evident that it is the implementation of the Holy Qur’an and not the
memorisation of the words alone that leads to the beneficial effects and protection of the Holy Qur’an to
the one who holds it, and it only leads to destruction to those who ignore the knowledge, message, and
instructions carried within it. Those hell-bound individuals who had memorised the Holy Qur’an but
showed enmity to The Purified Household (as), fighting and killing them and their supporters, benefited

not from the Holy Qur’an in their hearts but rather it added to their losses, as evident in the Holy Qur’an:
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And We send down, of the Koran, that which is a healing and a mercy to the believers; and the
unbelievers it increases not, except in loss. (Al-Isra 17:82)

9. Supplications for Memorisation

One of the chapters found in authentic books collate the supplications by the Divinely Guided (as) that
teach us how to supplicate for assistance in memorisation of the Holy Qur’an, which in itself speaks

volumes as to the importance given to this topic by the Divinely Guided (as).

Imam as-Sadiq (as) is reported in Al-Kafi to have the following supplication:

Narration 22 - Bless me with the memorisation
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Oh Lord, | ask of You, and none of Your worshippers ask anyone like You, by the certitude of
Muhammad Your prophet and messenger, and Ibrahim Your friend and chosen one, and Moses whom
You converse with and Your confidant, and Jesus Your Word and Your Spirit, and | ask You by the
manuscripts of Ibrahim and the Torah of Moses and the Zabur of David, and the Bible of Jesus, and the
Holy Qur'an of Muhammad, and with every revelation You have revealed and judgement You have
executed, and Truth You ordained, and rich You made wealthy, and stray You have guided and beggar
You gave, and | ask of You in Your name that You place upon the night so it darkens and by Your name
that you place upon the day so it brightens, and by Your name that you place upon the Earth so it
settled, and supported the skies so it became independent, and You placed it upon the mountains to be
anchored, and by Your name that You sent with it sustenance, and | ask in Your name that you give life
to the dead, | plead before You through the bond of majesty of Your Throne, and by the boundaries of

Your mercy from Your Book, | ask You to send blessings upon the Prophet and the Purified Household



of the Prophet, and that You bless me with the memorisation of the Holy Qur'an and assortment of the
science and that You establish it in my heart and hearing and sight and that You infuse it within my flesh
and blood and bones and brain, and You use it my nights and days through Your mercy and might, for it

is certain that there is might nor power except with You, Oh Ever Living, Eternal. 36.
Imam as-Sadiq (as)

In another Hadith narrated through the Imams (as) and attributed to the Prophet (S)

Narration 23 - Hold my heart to the memorisation
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Oh Allah, have mercy upon me so that | may never disobey you so long as you allow me to live, and
have mercy upon me from the burden of what does not concern me, and bless me the best of
appearance in what pleases you of me, and hold my heart to the memorisation of Your Book just as you
taught and bless me so that | may recite it in the way that | may please You. Oh Allah, enlighten with
your book mu sight and expand with it my chest, and gratify with it my heart, and with it make my tongue
speak, and use my body with it and strengthen me and support me in upon this, there is supporter in this
except You, no God except You. 37

The Imams (as) through Imam Ali (as) through the Prophet (S)

In Mafith Al Jinan38 by Shiekh Abbas Al-Qummi, may his soul rest in peace, under the first chapter
(describing recommended post prayer supplications and acts), has the following supplication taught to
Imam Ali (as) by the Prophet (S):

Narration 24 - Light, Insight, Comprehension
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Glorified is He who does not infringe upon those of His kingdom, glorified is He who does not overwhelm
those of the Earth with the colours of punishment, glorified is He who is The Compassionate, The
Merciful. Oh Allah make it so for me that in my heart a light and insight and comprehension and
knowledge, for it is certain that You have power over everything. 39.



The Prophet (S)

10. Be An Intercessor

Intercession is often seen to be only for the Divinely Guided (as) or particular companions or scholars,
but what of someone who has memorised the Holy Qur'an? Do they have any such privileges? A

narration from the Prophet (S) answers that question.

Narration 25 - Intercede on behalf of ten
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Whoever commits the Holy Qur'an to memory, and makes permissible what it has made permissible,
and forbids what it has forbidden, Allah will with it enter him in to Paradise and will allow him to intercede

on behalf of ten of his household all of whom were obliged to enter Hell. 40.

The Prophet (S)

11. Levels of Heaven

Narration 26 - Levels in Paradise
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The number of levels in Paradise are the number of Ayahs in the Holy Qur'an, so when the companion
of the Holy Qur’an enters Paradise, it is said to him: “Rise and read41 for every Ayah a level, for there is
no higher level in Paradise than that of a memoriser of the Holy Qur'an.” 42.

The Prophet (S)

12. Teaching the Holy Qur'an

There are also numerous narrations on the teaching of the Holy Qur’an, including the following:

Narration 27 - A driver and a guide

aiall ) Jalag aiall ) 55l o Gl 48 Lay Jae g 4ale s oAl oL oo ¥



Certainly, whomever learns the Holy Qur'an and teaches it, and implements it, certainly for him is a

driver to Paradise and a guide to Paradise. 43.

The Prophet (S)

Narration 28 - Rights upon the father
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The right of the offspring upon the father are to select the finest name, and to better his manners, and to

teach him the Holy Qur'an. 44.

Imam Ali (as)

Narration 29 - Forgiveness
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The teacher of the Holy Qur'an and the one who learns it will have everything seek forgiveness for him,

even the fish in the sea. 45.

The Prophet (S)

13. Reciting From the Holy Quran

Vision is an important part of memorisation and science today confirms that using more of your senses
will help solidify and strengthen your memory. So by looking at the Holy Qur'an and seeing the words on

the page is reinforcing memorisation with visual aid.

Narration 30 - By heart or from the book?
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May | be sacrificed for you, | have learnt the Holy Qur’an off by heart, so is it better | recite it by heart or
to look at the scripture? So Imam as-Sadiqs replied: Recite it and look at the scripture for it is better, for

you should know that looking at the scripture is in itself worship. 46.

Imam as-Sadiq (as)



Narration 31 - Satan’s nightmare
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There is nothing worse upon Satan than the recitation by viewing the Holy Qur’an. 47.
The Prophet (S)

And as for the earlier narration also, “Whomever recites the Holy Qur’an off the scripture... and
whomever recites the Holy Qur'an memoriter...” The Prophet (S) is teaching us that whether we recite

off the scripture or off by heart, there is reward in it!

14. Measurable Motivation, Inmeasurable Strength, Social Status

The Imams (as) did not only use the hereafter as motivation for their followers to memorise the Holy
Qur’an, but also material, worldly motivations such as social status and monetary rewards, as well as

physical strength that’s beyond imagination.

Here are some narrations to illustrate, with the first narration giving so much importance to those who

memorise the Holy Qur’an that they are entitled to annual monetary rewards from the Islamic Treasury.

Narration 32 - Annual Income
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Whoso enters faithfully into Islam and recited the Holy Qur'an memoriter for him is two hundred dinars in
the Islamic Treasury annually, and if he is prevented from getting it in this world he will take it on the Day

or Resurrection in its entirety whenever so in need of it. 48.

Imam Ali (as)

Narration 33 - Societal Status
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Those who carry the Holy Qur’an are the ones particularly privileged with the Mercy of Allah, who are
draped with the Light of Allah, who are taught the Words of Allah, who are closest to Allah, whomsoever



champions them champions Allah, and whomsoever makes enemies of them will be making enemies
with Allah49.

The Prophet (S)

Narration 34 - Strength
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Whomever recites one hundred Ayahs from the Holy Qur'an from any part of the Holy Qur’an he wishes
and then says "Ya Allah” seven times, if he then imprecates upon a boulder he would uproot it with the
will of Allah.50

Imam Ali (as)

Narration 35 - Highest status
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Certainly, the people of the Holy Qur'an are the highest status of human beings save the Prophets and
Messengers, so do not seek to diminish the rights of the people of the Holy Qur’an, for certainly they
have a high place for them from The Al Mighty Allah.51.

The Prophet (S)

Narration 36 - Pass the Straight Path with the prophets
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The most honourable of the worshippers to Allah after the Prophets are the scholars, then the bearers of
the Holy Qur’an, they leave the world just as the prophets leave, and they are resurrected from their
graves with the prophets, and they pass the Straight Path with the prophets, and they take the rewards
of the prophets, so blessed are the seekers of knowledge and the bearers of the Holy Qur’an of what

they have with Allah of honour and prestige. 52.

The Prophet (S)



Narration 37 - Most honourable
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The most honourable of my nation are the bearers of the Holy Qur'an and those who keep vigil at night
53.

The Prophet (S)

Narration 38 - The standard of Islam
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The bearer of the Holy Qur’an is the bearer of the standard of Islam, whoever honours him, so Allah will

honour him, and whoever insults him, so upon him is the curse of Allah.54
The Prophet (S)

In well-known and documented historical events, the Prophet (S) would seek to make the Commander
in Chief of a group of men to be sent to battle or for a mission by asking each one what and how much
of the Holy Qur’an they have memorised. In one such instance, a young man says Surah Al-Bagarah
and some of other parts of the Holy Qur'an is what he has memorised, and so was assigned the post of
Commander in Chief. When the rest of the men complained that this man was the youngest of all of us!!
The Prophet(S) replied “Yes, but he has memorised Surah Al-Bagarah”.55

Likewise, when burying the Martyrs of the Battle of Uhud, the Prophet (S) asked for those who

memorised the Holy Qur’an to be buried before others.56

15. Memory and Cognition Is Maintained

Narration 39 - Faculty of mind
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Whomever memorises the Holy Qur’an Allah will make him enjoy the faculty of his mind till his death 57.

The Prophet (S)



Narration 40 - Memory
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Three increase memory and drive away phlegm, recitation of the Holy Qur’an, honey, and curd 58.

Imam Ali (as)

Quick Overview

1. The Prophet (S) and the Divinely Guided Imams (as) have been reported on multiple occasions
ordering and recommending the memorisation of the Holy Qur’an. And taking their advice in doing so is
the path to happiness and perfection in this world and the hereafter.

2. The Prophet (S) and the Divinely Guided Imams (as) themselves are bearers of the Holy Qur'an and

encouraged their families and supporters to do so.

3. The supplications that seek help in memorising the Holy Qur’an are in themselves testimony to the
weight put on memorisation of the Holy Qur’an.

4. Not only where rewards for the Hereafter described, but material rewards should be used to

encourage memorisation, including annual income from the Islamic Treasury.

5. It is a shield against the fire of Hell, and one who starts young and has the Holy Qur’an infused in to
their flesh and skin, will certainly be protected.

6. There are medical benefits such as the protection of the mind and intellect from diseases that may be

seen such as Alzheimer’s and improvement of memory that other texts such as poetry does not have.

7. In taking in the challenge to memorise the Holy Qur’an, you use your time and every moment you
have in preserving what you have memorised through regular reviews and in learning new Ayahs. This

makes you one who is associated with the Holy Qur’an.

8. Many narrations describe different surahs to be recited in different prayers, especially in the Night
Prayer, where long surahs are recommended. On the other hand, reading from the pages of the Holy
Qur’an during prayers is not recommended. The conclusion is that one must memorise these surahs in

order to be able to recite them during the prayers.

9. In order to succeed in this task, and in any task, one must supplicate and pray, and seek intercession,
so that Allah can bless them with this privilege, and to know that without this support and blessing,

success will otherwise be elusive.



10. One must have the right intention when committing to reciting of the Holy Qur’an. Imam as-Sadiq

(as) says the following with this regard:
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Certainly, amongst the people are those that recite the Holy Qur’an so that people can see so and so is
a reciter, and amongst them is who recites the Holy Qur’an in order to ask for worldly gains and not that
of the Hereafter, and amongst them is who recites the Holy Qur’an so that he benefits with it in his

prayers, and night, and days. 59

Imam as-Sadiqg (as)

Memorisation of the Holy Qur’an in the eyes of Scholars

The Holy Qur’an, the Prophet (S) and the Divinely Guided Imams (as) have all emphasised the
significance and importance of constant recitation, memorisation and action upon the Holy Qur’an. In this

section, a snapshot of quotes from past and present scholars of Islam are showcased.

The First Martyr

Muhammad Ibn Makki Al-Aamali, known as the Martyr, or The First Martyr. He lived in the eighth
century and was born in Lebanon into a scholarly family. He studied widely and travelled broadly to

study including to Al-Hilla, Baghdad, Damascus, Holy Mecca, Madinah, Quds in Palestine, Al-Khalil and
Egypt.

One of his most important and last works was on jurisprudence “Al Lum’a Al Dimishgiya”60 which was
written while in prison, in no more than seven days and while knowing he was to be executed at the end
of the week, after which he was crucified and burnt in Damascus under the orders of the oppressive

powers of the time.61 May his soul rest in peace.
In his published will, he writes that

If you can memorise the Holy Qur’an, then definitely do so, but if you see yourself unable to, then do so

for whatever amount you can.62

The Second Martyr

Sheikh Zain Ul-Deen Ali Ibon Muhammad Al-Aamali, known as the Second Martyr, was born in 911AH in
Lebanon. Also a well-known and respected scholar having travelled widely to study, including
Damascus, Egypt, Mecca, Madinah, and holy places in Irag.



The Second Martyr has written a significant commentary on the works of the First Martyr, “Explanation of
The Lum’a Al-Damishgiya”, which continues to be studied in Islamic Seminaries until today. As with the
First Martyr, he was ordered to be executed, may his soul rest in peace, by an oppressive

government.63
He writes on this topic in another book still relevant today, “Muniat El Mureed’64 that

...the first thing a seeker of knowledge must occupy himself with is the masterful memorisation of the
Holy Qur'an. Why? Because the Holy Qur’an is the basis and most important of sciences. The way of
previous scholars was that sciences of jurisprudence and narrations would not be to taught unless the
student was a memoriser of the Holy Qur'an. And after its memorisation, further studies must be so as to
not slowly drift in to forgetting the Holy Qur’an...but rather a portion must be consistently recited on a
daily basis...

The above advice was repeated in “Al Murad Min Meniat El Mureed’65 a summary of the original work
by Syed Muhammad Ridha’ Tabatabaie.

Ayatollah Borujerdi

The Grand Ayatollah and Marja of his time until his death in 1961 at 86 years of age, may his sould rest
in peace. It was him that revived the Islamic Seminaries of Qom and was a teacher to such students as
Syed Ruhallah Al-Musawi Khomeini, Syed Ali Khamenei, the current Supreme Leader of the Islamic

Republic of Iran, and Syed Ali Sistani, current Grand Marja based in Najaf, Irag.

He is buried between The Greater Mosque and the Holy Shrine of Syeda Fatimah Ma’sooma, peace be
upon her, in Qom, Islamic Republic of Iran.

His comment on the Holy Qur’an is that

Memorisation of the Holy Quran is the provision of the journey for mankind. Alas! Regret upon he who
leaves this world without any provisions. 66

Ayatollah Muhammad Taqi Bahjat

Born 1916 and having passed away only recently in 2009 at 92 years of age, may his soul rest in peace,

many still remember the prayers he led and the Islamic Seminaries in Qom continue to tell stories of this

very special man. His works continue to be published and have significant impact on today’s society, and
is buried near the Holy Shrine of Syeda Fatimah Ma’sooma, peace be upon her, in Qom, Islamic

Republic of Iran.

He is well known for his simple, but effective instructions on life. On the issue of the Holy Qur’an, he
says:



“We must have absolute certainty in the fact that looking at the Quran is not like looking at any other
book!” 67

and that
“Looking at the Qur'an continuously is the remedy for the pain of eyes.”68
On the issue of learning and acting upon the Holy Qur’an, he says:

“We have the responsibility of striving to learn, teach, recite, and act upon the Qur’an. However, whilst
we place the Quran upon our heads on the nights of vigil [i.e. the Nights of Power], in practice, we step
upon the verses of hijab, backbiting, lying and the verses, "Woe to the defrauders, [Surah al-
Mutaffifeen, 83: 1] "Do not speak to your parents in an ill-tempered manner,'{Surah al-Israa, 17:23]
and "Do not walk exultantly on the earth. [Surah al-Israa, 17:37].”69

And on memorisation itself, he says

Memorise the Holy Qur'an so that it is always by our side and we are always by its side. Seek refuge
with the Holy Qur’an, it is the means to our protection during times of difficulty and hardships of this
world.... 70

The result of memorising the Holy Qur’an is indescribable...Memorising the Holy Quran, is as a rule,
easy, as according to narrations, “Allah has made its memorisation easy for his (The Prophets) nation”,

but it must be repeated constantly as it can escape the memory quickly.71

Ayatollah Sheikh Muhammad Nahavandi

Memorisation of the Holy Qur'an is one of the most important forms of worships and most emphatically
recommended. Memorisation the Holy Quran with knowledge and faith gives light to the heart and
expands the chest and soul and refines the self, its reward on the Day of Resurrection is commensurate
with its value, because the memoriser of the Holy Qur'an is drowned in the light of God and is near God
and is of the near ones, but unfortunately in this day and age, we have left this. While in the times before
us, it is said that it was prevalent those amongst Muslims who were not memorisers were of little worth

in society.72

Ayatollah Fazel Lankarani

Without doubt, reciting and repeating and memorising the Holy Qur'an has much virtue and was seen as
a distinction amongst Muslims at the Dawn of Islam, and God Willing, the believers, especially the dear
youth, give more importance to this issue.73



Ayatollah Khoei

In one of the sessions by Ayatollah Makarim Shirazi, may his life be lengthened, he said that Ayatollah
Khoeifsl...

...was memorising the Holy Quran in old age.

And what is commonly known is that it was in those years that he was able to memorise twenty-five

chapters of the Holy Qur'an.74

Sheikh Mansour Leghaei75, may his life be lengthened, relates a story from one of the students of
Ayatollah Khoei in a lecture he gave recently on this issue. The student said that despite the heat of the
summer of Irag, Ayatollah Khoeils would utilise the time travelling between Kufa and Najaf in the taxi to
memorise the Holy Qur’an while he was in his 70s, and has expressed his wish to have started at seven,
and not 70.

Ayatollah Safi Golpayegani

A student of Ayatollah Borujerdisl and currently in Qom, Ayatollah Safi Golpayegani, may his life be

lengthened, says that

Memorising the Holy Qur'an was and is for all levels of believers, the clarity of this matter is so much so

that it is not in need of any explanation or detail.76

Ayatollah Ja'far Sobhani

Ayatollah Ja'far Sobhani, may his life be lengthened, has said that should Allah grant him his life over, he

would give the priority to memorising the Holy Qur’an over Arabic poetry and the like.

When asked in a session with students of the Islamic Seminary what effects the memorisation of the

Holy Qur’an would have, he said...

The Holy Quran is light. If one has light in their minds it is apparent that it will have an effect. | have
tested this, people who are familiar with the Holy Qur'an, much of it or less, sin less... this very familiarity
with the Holy Qur’an protects one from sin.

Ayatollah Ma’refat

When it comes to memorising, and what the bearer or carrier of the Holy Qur'an means, Ayatollah

Ma’refat’s says...

The bearer of the Holy Qur’an is one who carries the Holy Quran in their heart, not merely that in writing

and in the bookcase....in summary, memorisation and mastering the correct recitation is one of the



Jjurisprudential obligations at all times and especially in the current era....77

Ayatollah Hassan Hasanzadeh Amoli

Ayatollah Hassan Hasanzadeh Amoli was, at the earlier stages of his studies, passionate about

memorising poetry. He now says:

Alas! Had only someone advised us at that very time, “Sir! Instead of memorising these (poems), start

,”

memorising the Holy Quran...!” This regret now remains with me... If only the passion and longing to

memorise poetry was put to use towards the memorisation of the Holy Qur'an instead.78

Syed Ali Khamenei

The Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, may his life be lengthened, consistently
emphasises the importance of the memorisation of the Holy Qur’an and suggests

The lack of attention paid to memorisation of the Holy Qur’an in our Islamic Seminaries at the moment is

truly a significant deficiency.

In some of Islamic Seminaries of the Sunni schools, as it was previously, from the very get go,
memorisation of the Holy Qur’an is part of the conditions of the school. In some others where it is not a

condition, there is encouragement for it.

Memorisation of the Holy Qur’an is very valuable. The Sunni brothers, in their Islamic Seminaries, while
they have not delved in to the scientific and jurisprudential depth that we have on many issues, they
have this significant privilege over us in that their students, as soon as they enter the seminaries, start
studying and learning the recitation of the and then with the memorisation of the Holy Qur an.

He also expresses a similar theme to that of Ayatollah Hassan Hasanzadeh Amoli, in regretting not

memorising in his youth and that no one was there to advise them to start memorising it.

| swear by Allahts, on many occasions | have thought to myself that if it were possible, whatever | had |
would give in return for the memorisation of the Holy Quran... but alas that’s not possible...

... Take very seriously the issue of memorising the Holy Quran.79
Summary

1. In order to be able to contemplate upon the Holy Qur'an, we must continuously recite it, it won’t

happen if we recite it occasionally or once a year. One of the best way to contemplate is to memorise.

2. We must be aware of and know each single Ayah to be able to determine our duties in each

circumstance and if we wish to act upon and implement the Holy Qur’an, and so we need to be intimate



with the Holy Qur'an. Memorisation leads to intimacy.

3. If a loved one sends us a letter to read, we would read it over several times, keep it close to us, and
reread it over again so much so we would commit it to heart without ever getting tired of reading it. The
One who loves you the most has sent you this letter... and if we were true to our words in our love of our

faith, the Holy Qur’an would continue to be an intimate part of our life.

4. Much of the fallacies that surround Shia Islam can be answered through the Holy Qur'an, and the lack
of our intimate knowledge of it and ability to answer those fallacies has led to some take advantage of
this to distribute false allegations about Shia Islam, including over air, during hajj pilgrimage, social
media and other platforms. Intimate knowledge of the Holy Qur'an can help overcome this challenge.

5. Many scholars, who have in their time memorised many things including poetry, have expressed
regret over not giving priority to the Holy Qur’an over everything else. Our duty is to learn from the

mistakes of our history and not repeat them.

6. Like learning the multiplication time table and its application, no school will hesitate in teaching it due
to the knowledge that at any point in time in life, we may need them. Likewise, the Holy Qur’an is such

that at any point in our life, we will be in need of it and its applications.

7. The preservation of the Holy Qur’an relies on those who memorise it. Mistakes happen, intentionally
or otherwise, in printed Qur'ans and in digital ones. And many occasions have been recorded where a
memoriser of the Holy Qur'an has picked up mistakes, leading to a recall and correction. In one
instance, Qur'ans printed by Israelis and distributed in Kuwait were found to have replaced certain words
to completely change the meanings, such as the omission of negating words (¥) in some Ayahs.

8. Many love and encourage the memorisation of songs, poetry, carols etc but as soon as one mentions
memorisation of the Holy Qur’an, the same people would attack the idea! Is it not better to memorise the

best of narrations over songs and poetry?

1. Many are included in this list, but some of those are listed here from and are from both schools of thought:
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5. Al Nisa 4:147

6. Al Imran 3:145

7. These include, but not limited to the following:
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8. The four major texts are:
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9. LAl Juaid

10. agill Jilws

11. (Mizan Al-Hikmah @Sl o1540) V3 P2521

12. (Nahjul Balagha - ¢) e ale¥l cilas — 223l )

13. (Mizan Al-Hikmah 2Sal1 o1340) V3 P2521

14. (Mustadrak al-Wasl/il Jiluw oIl & yaiwa) V4 P233

15. (Usool Al Kafi - &Il Jsal) V2 P609

16. (Mizan Al-Hikmah 2eSall o150) V3 P2522

17. (Syed Sistani - Simplified Jursiprudence - gliuwpall wpll - 5 gl 5 5lidll) P377
18. (Al Khisal - JLaall') P142

19. (Bihar Al Anwar %1 ;lay) V89 P200-201

20. (Usool Al Kafi - gamr Jsa!) — Volume 2 P627

21. What The Red Kabrit is... is up for discussion, however, the certainty is that is rare and invaluable.
22. (Sheikh Al Sadoogs Al Amali - 3 gaall k;ILASN ) — under the chapter of “Merits of the Memoriser of the Holy Qur'an”
23. (Mustadrak al-Wasl/'il Jilaw sl & yaiws)

24. (Usool Al Kafi - L",.chSJI Js=1) V2 P606.

25. (Usool Al Kafi - &,_AISJI Js=1) V2 P608.

26. (Sunan Abi Dawood - ssls 4f ¢iw ) V1 P113

27. (Quranic Rulings - gl,8 wllisgiw! ) P140

28. (Nafahat Ar Rahman - gea Il 0ladi) V1 p38

29. (Mustadrak al-Wasl/'il J5lw st & 05 ws) V4 P233

30. (Mustadrak al-Wasl'il JS5lw st 05 ws) V4 P233

31. (Mizan Al-Hikmah 2Sall o150) V3 P2523

32. (Kanz Ul Amal - Jl¥! 3i<) V1 Narration 2488.

33. (Mustadrak al-Was®'il Jilw ol ¢ yuiwa) V4 P269

34. (Encyclopedia of Shia Narrations — &anidl cuulal =) V4 P59
35. (Usool Al Kafi - 9.4L§.II Jeal) V1 P44
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