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Part 4: On Four-Numbered Characteristics

“1 Will Intercede on Their Behalf on the Resurrection Day”

4-1 Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Wahab narrated that Abu Nasr Mansoor ibn Abdullah ibn Ibrahim al-
Isfahani quoted on the authority of Ali ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Davood ibn Suleiman, on the
authority of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his
grandfather (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “There are four groups on whose behalf | will intercede on the Resurrection Day:
Those who honor the members of my Household after me; those who fulfill their needs; those who try to

assist them in times they need them; and those who love them both wholeheartedly and verbally.”
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The Punishment of Those Who Obey Their Wives in Four Issues

4-2 Abul Hussein Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
al-Hussein quoted on the authority of Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Khalidy, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas ibn
Muhammad Abu Malik, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on
the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn Abi
Talib (MGB) that in his will God’s Prophet (MGB) told him, “O Ali! God will throw those who obey their
wives face down into the Fire of Hell.” Ali (MGB) asked, “What is meant by that obedience?” The
Prophet (MGB) replied, “(That obedience is) to permit one’s wife to go to public baths, wedding parties,

mourning ceremonies, and wear transparent clothes.”

4-3 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf,
on the authority of Abi Himmam - Isma’il ibon Himmam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn
Qazvan, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on
the authority of his father (MGB)1, on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Al
(MGB), “God will throw whoever obeys his wife regarding four issues into the Fire..” He (MGB) was
asked, “What are they?” The Imam (MGB) replied, “Regarding wearing transparent clothes, going to
public baths, attending wedding parties and going to mourning ceremonies.”

Four Whose Prayers Shall Not Be Unanswered

4-4 Abul Hussein Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid Ahmad ibn al-Hussein
quoted Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-
Tamimy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas ibon Muhammad Abu Malik, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his
father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that
in his will to Ali God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “O Ali, the prayers of four classes of people are never
unanswered: just rulers, fathers when they pray for their sons, people who privately pray for their
brethren, and the oppressed. The Majestic the Glorified God says, ‘I swear by My Glory and Majesty that
| will take your revenge (referring to the oppressed) when proper.”
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Four Issues Strengthen the Religion

4-5 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah Al-Barqy, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Jameel ibn Dur’raj, on the
authority of Zurarah that Abi Ja’far al-Baqgjir (MGB) narrated that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Al
(MGB) said, “There are four issues that will strengthen the religion: outspoken scholars who act
according to their knowledge; rich folks who are not stingy in assisting those who adhere to God’s
Religion; poor folks who do not outsell their religious beliefs to worldly affairs; and ignorant folks who are
not too arrogant to quest for knowledge. Once the knowledgeable ones hide their knowledge, the rich
are stingy with their wealth, the poor trade their afterlife in exchange for this world and the ignorant are
too arrogant to seek knowledge, the world will start to retreat. At that time you should not be fooled by
the increasing number of mosques and the many who go there.” The Imam (MGB) was asked, “O

Commander of the Faithful! How should one live at that time?” The Imam (MGB) replied, “Associate with



the people superficially. One only gets what he earns and will be resurrected with whatever he likes.

Await relief to be sent by the Honorable the Exalted God.”

God Forgives One who Takes It Easy Regarding Four Issues

4-6 The jurisprudent at Sarakhs — Abu Nasr Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Tamim al-Sarakhsi narrated
that Abu Valid Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shami quoted Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad al-Za’ferani, on the
authority of Abdul Vah’hab ibn Ata, on the authority of Israel ibn Yunus, on the authority of Zayd ibn Ata
ibn Sa’eb, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Munkadir, on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God forgives one who takes it easy whenever he sells,
buys, judges or has a demand.”

The Four Desirable Things for People in This Ephemeral World

4-7 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Askari quoted Muhammad ibn
Zakariya al-Juwhary, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Am’marat, on the authority of his
father that Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “The people desire four things in this ephemeral
world: wealth; comfort; easy life and respect. Wealth comes with contentment. Whoever seeks it in
having a lot of wealth shall not find it. Comfort comes with having fewer worries. Whoever has more
things to worry about shall not find it. An easy life comes with having very little work to do. Whoever
seeks it in a lot of work shall not find it. Respect comes with obeying the Creator. Whoever seeks it in

serving the people shall not find it.”
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4-8 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sejezy narrated that Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khozaymeh quoted
Ali ibn Hijr, on the authority of Sharik, on the authority of Mansoor ibn al-Moe’tamar, on the authority of
Rub’ay ibn Kharash, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “One is not a true
believer unless he does the following four things: bears witness to the fact that ‘There is no god but God,
He is One and there are no partners for Him, and | (Muhammad) am God’s Prophet; | have been rightly

appointed; there is resurrection after death; and there is destiny.”

4-9 Abu Sa’id Muhammad ibn al-Fazl ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Mozakir narrated that Abu Ja’far
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Sa’id quoted Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Vareh al-Razi, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Foryani, on the authority of Sufyan al-Sowri, on the authority of
Isma’il al-Sadi, on the authority of Abdeh Kheyr (ibn Yazid al-Hamedany), “Ali (MGB) had four rings. A
ruby ring for nobility; a turquoise2 ring for help; a Chinese iron ring for power; and an agate ring for
protection. The engraving on the ruby ring was Lailaha illalah al-Mulkil Haq al-Mobin.” The engraving
on the turquoise ring was ‘Allah al-Mulkil Haqg.” The engraving on the Chinese iron ring was A/-Ezatallah
Jami‘an. The engraving on the agate ring was in three lines ‘Masha Allah, La quwata illa billah,

”

Istagfurallah.

Four Chapters of the Holy Quran Made the Prophet’s Hair Grey

4-10 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Asad Al-Asady narrated that Abdullah ibn Zaydan
and Ali ibn al-Ab’bas al-Bajalyan quoted Abu Kurayb, on the authority of Muawiyah ibn Hisham, on the
authority of Shayban (ibn Abdul Rahman al-Tamimy), on the authority of Abi Ishaqg, on the authority of
Akrama, on the authority of Ibn Abbas3, that Abu Bakr asked the Prophet, “O Prophet of God! Your hair
became grey too fast?” The Prophet (MGB) replied, “Four Chapters of the Holy Quran made my hair
grey. They were Hud4, Wagqi'as, Mursalaté and An-Nab7.”



The Prophet performed the Umra Hajj four times

4-11 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar narrated that Abul Ab’bas al-Himady quoted Ahmad
ibn Muhammad al-Shafe’ee, on the authority of his uncle, on the authority of Davood ibn Abdul Rahman,
on the authority of Amr, on the authority of Akrama, on the authority of Ibn Abbas8 that the Prophet
(MGB) said, “The Prophet (MGB) performed the Umra Hajj four times. Once it was the Al-Hudaybiah
Umra9. Then it was the Umrat al-Qada10 on the following year. Then it was the Ja’rana11 for the third

time and finally it was at the Farewell pilgrimage.”
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A Divine Leader Can Be Recognized By Four Characteristics

4-12 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-
Walid, on the authority of Hammad ibn Uthman, on the authority of Al-Harith ibn al-Mugayrih al-Nasri, “I
asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadig, ‘What are the signs with which one can recognize a true Divine Leader?’

”

The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘Serenity, solemnity, knowledge and will12.

4-13 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Isa, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the
authority of Abil Jarud, “I asked Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB), ‘May | be your ransom! If the most
knowledgeable one from your household perishes, how can one know the Trustee who comes after
him?” The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘Through guidance, serenity, the testimony of the members of the

”

Household of Muhammad (MGB) to his nobility, and his ability to respond to any questions asked.

4-14 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar narrated that Mujahid ibn A’ayn Abul-Haj’jaj quoted
Abu Bakr ibn Abil Awam, on the authority of Yazid (ibon Muhammad ibn Abdul Samad), on the authority
of Suleiman al-Tamimee (Abdul Rahman), on the authority of Sayyar (Al-Umavi al-Dameshqi), on the
authority of Abi Imamat that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “| was honored over the other Prophets by the
following four things: the ground was established as the place of prostration and cleansing for my nation.
Should any of my followers want to pray and he doesn’t have access to water, he can use dirt with which
to purify himself and on which to pray. | was victorious over my enemies by means of their fear of me
which affected them one month before encountering them. The war booties became legitimate for my

nation. | was sent to all the people of the world.”

4-15 Abu Ahmad al-Hassan ibn Abdullah ibn Sa’id ibn al-Hassan ibn Hakim al-Askari narrated that Abu
Masood Abdullah ibn Muhammad quoted Abdan al-Askari, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Suleiman
Lavin (Muhammad ibn Suleiman ibn Habib Al-Asady), on the authority of Hiban ibn Ali (al-Anzi), on the
authority of Ageel (ibn Khalid), on the authority of Al-Zuhra, on the authority of Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah,
on the authority of Ibn Abbas13 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The best number for companions is
four. The best number for members for a government is four-hundred. The best number of troops is
four-thousand. Twelve-thousand troops would not be defeated by a few if they persevere and sincerely
fight.”
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Whoever Is Granted Four Things Would Not Get Disappointed
with Four Other Things

4-16 Abu Ahmad al-Hassan ibn Abdullah al-Askari narrated that Abul Qasim Badr ibn al-Haysam al-
Qazi quoted Ali ibn Monzar al-Kufy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Fuzayl, on the authority of
Abil Sabah that Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Whoever is granted four things would not
get disappointed with four other things. Whoever is granted the opportunity to supplicate would not be

disappointed with its being answered. Whoever is granted the opportunity to ask for God’s forgiveness



would not be disappointed with being forgiven. Whoever is granted the opportunity to be grateful would
not be disappointed with an increase in his blessings. Whoever is granted the opportunity to persevere

would not be disappointed with its reward.”

4-17 Ahmad ibn Zyad ibn Ja’far al-Hamedany - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
A’ez al-Ahmasi that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “There are four who hear everyone: The
Prophet (MGB), the green-eyed Houries 14, Paradise, and the Fire. In fact, the Prophet (MGB) hears the
prayers of whoever sends blessings upon the Prophet Muhammad (MGB), and takes his prayers up to
God. When anyone asks God to be married to green-eyed Houries, they will say, ‘O Lord! Please grant
your servant what he asks for and marry us to him.” When anyone asks God to take him into Paradise,
Paradise would say, ‘O Lord! Please grant to your servant what he has asked Thou for and let him
reside in Paradise.” When anyone asks God for protection from the Fire, the Fire would say, ‘O Lord!

Protect your servant from me.”

God Would Not Look at Four People on the Resurrection Day

4-18 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar narrated that Ja’far ibon Muhammad ibn Nooh quoted
Muhammad ibn Amr, on the authority of Yazid ibn Zari’a, on the authority of Bashir ibn Namir, on the

authority of Al-Qasim ibn Abdul Rahman, on the authority of Abi Imamat that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“God would not take a look at the following four people on the Resurrection Day: those who are damned

by their parents; those who mention their favors; those who deny predestination; and alcoholics.”

The Four who Will Be Riding on the Resurrection Day

4-19 Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Isma’il narrated that Abu Muhammad ibn Zaydan al-Balkhi - in
what Abul Ab’bas ibn Agadat recited to him - on the authority of Ali ibn al-Masna, on the authority of
Zayd ibn Hobab, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Lahay’at, on the authority of Ja’far

Lol ot o Ll el e

4-1600 le liua :J& o el (gl o sy il Ui 1 @ Snall alll sie o puuall sanfsf liaa
kel ool Logule dana o stan JE 2l ploall of e Jundll o sane lias 1l L35S ke
DS el prag cboinall asas o Hlaatdl glael ces cila¥l asag ol sleall el o Loyl asmy o Lol
AV e ol srall hel frag dali3lh asay (.

SO o caglael olbl 2ay,f



4-17 pe il e puibla o palol ol e liaa 1l die all oy dluagll jan ool o san lias
lm ill BRI o Tl Tt adadl dile atll aie of e unanT dile e pae gl o dane
15 L Y] e a4y el Lon atll e Loay e o Lok il il ] 5o 4l ssle al
o lin g3 ] lglan a8 WS o] iy b ol anass ] cadl jsadl oo n s pelll :J aal oo Loy daous
a1 U e 4l st aaf oy Loy o 8 Sl (qlll saiall culla yg@lgudrﬁm :sds aal ca Log
s ool oy Lol

Taludll o gy pgall alll sy Y 2y

4-18:J0 ¢ g pae o1 dane lian 1 53 op dane on sina lias (6 Slaidl Jian o dene aaabyl lins
ho ll Jsuy JU g 2alol ol e ccranllase o puldll e ot o sy Uiia :JE s 08 130 Wias
sai gadag ailly 0iSay (o liag Gle alill a gy el all Lany ¥ Zay ) calls ule all,

dag,f Zaliill 4 g LS

4-19 aile sl Lagd ALY olass ol wie sase gl lina i gl Jselow] o e o1 sone sSisl Lipeal
JUE il o e giaa il Sude o Guliallg:

ibn Rabi’a, on the authority of Akrama, on the authority of Ibn Abbas15, “God’s Prophet (MGB) said,

‘There will be no others who will be riding besides the four of us on the Resurrection Day.’

Abbas asked, ‘Who will they be?’ The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘I will be riding A/-Borag. lts face is like that
of a man, but its cheeks are like that of a horse. Its wings will be made of woven pearls. Its two ears will
be chrysolite16 green. Its eyes will be like Venus. They will shine like two bright stars with rays like that
of the sun. It is fat and has long fire and hind legs. Its soul is similar to that of a man. It can hear and

understand. It is bigger than a donkey, but smaller than a mule.’

Ab’bas asked, ‘O Prophet of God! Who else?’ The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘And my brother Salih who will
be riding the Camel of the Honorable the Exalted God which his people had immolated17.’

Ab’bas asked, “O Prophet of God! Who else?’ The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘And my uncle Hamzih ibn
Abdul Mutalib who was the Lion of God and the Lion of God’s Prophet. He is the Master of the Martyrs

who will be riding my camel called Kaswa.’

Abbas asked, ‘O Prophet of God! Who else?’ The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘And my brother Ali who will

be riding on one of the camels of Paradise. lts reins will be made of pearls. The people will say, ‘This is



either a dispatched Prophet or a nearby-stationed angel.” Then there will be a call from inside the
Threshold saying, ‘This is neither a nearby-stationed angel nor a dispatched Prophet. He is not the
Holder of the Throne either. This is Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB). He is the Trustee of the Messenger of the
Lord of the Two Worlds. He is the Divine Leader of the pious ones, and the Leader of those with white

b

foreheads18.

The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him - said, “This is a strange narration since there

is a name of A/-Boraq and how it is. There is also a mention of Hamzih ibn Abdul Mutalib in it.”

4-20 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat'tab, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Abdul Rahman al-Asim,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Batl (who is Abdullah ibn Qasim al-Hazrami), on the authority of Amr
ibn Abil Migdam, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Sa’id ibn Jabeer that Ibn Abbas19 said,
“One day the Prophet of God (MGB) came out while holding Ali’s hand and said, “O Helpers! O
Hashemites20! O Bani Abdul Mutalib! | am Muhammad. | am the Messenger of God. Four of us have

been made of Forgiven Clay. That is Ali, Hamzih, Ja’far and me.’
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Someone asked, ‘O Prophet of God! Will these be the riders on the Resurrection Day?’

The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘May your mother not experience the sorrow of your death! No one but these
four will be riding on the Resurrection Day: Ali, Fatimah, the Prophet Salih and me. | will be riding A/-
Borag. My daughter Fatimah will be riding my camel Kaswa. Salih will be riding the Camel of God which
was immolated21. Ali will be riding one of the Camels from Paradise. lts reins will be made of pearls. It
has two green covers. It will stop between Paradise and Hell. On the day on which the people sweat,
there will be a wind from below the Threshold and the people’s sweat will dry up. When the angels, the
Prophets and the honest ones see him, they will say, ‘O That is either a nearby-stationed angel or a
dispatched Prophet.” But there will be a caller saying, ‘No. He is neither a nearby-stationed angel nor is
he a dispatched Prophet. He is Ali - the brother of God’s Prophet Muhammad in the world and the
Hereafter.”

Four things which the old Israelite lady asked Moses for

4-21 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn
Faz’zal, on the authority of Abil Hassan Al-Kazim (MGB), “The moon did not shine for the Children of
Israel for some time. God - may His Majesty be Exalted - revealed the following to Moses (MGB), ‘Take
the remaining bones of Joseph (MGB) out of Egypt.” God promised that once the bones were taken out,
the moon would shine again. Moses (MGB) sought after someone who knew where they were. He was
told that an old lady knows where they are. Moses (MGB) sent after her. They brought him a crippled
blind old woman. Moses (MGB) asked her, ‘Do you know where Joseph (MGB) is buried?’ She said,
‘Yes.” Moses (MGB) said, ‘Then let me know where it is.” She said, ‘| have four conditions for this. Firstly,
you must heal me legs; secondly, you must return my youth; thirdly, you must return my sight; and
fourthly, you must take me to Paradise along with you.” Moses (MGB) thought that these conditions were
too much to ask for, but God - may His Majesty be Exalted - revealed to him, ‘O Moses! Give her what
she asks as you are doing that on my behalf.” Moses (MGB) did that and the lady showed him the grave.
Moses (MGB) brought it out of a marble coffin on the Nile's coast. Then the moon rose. They took it to
Syria, and from then on the People of the Book take their dead ones to Syria.”22

The Four Best Female Residents of Paradise

4-22 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Isma’il narrated that Abul Ab’bas ibn Muni’a quoted Sheiban ibn Forookh,
on the authority of Davood ibn Abil Forat, on the authority of Al-Ba’e ibn Ahmar, on the authority of
Akrama that Ibn Abbas23 said, “God’s Prophet (MGB) drew four lines on the ground and said,
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‘Do you understand what this means?’ The people said, ‘No. God and God’s Prophet (MGB) know best.’
Then God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘The four best women in Paradise are the following: Khadijah - the
daughter of Khuwaylid24; Fatimah - the daughter of Muhammad; Mary25 - the daughter of Imran; and

Asia - the daughter of Muzahim and the wife of Pharaoh.”

4-23 Suleiman ibn Ahmad ibn Ayoob al-Lakhmy narrated that Ali ibn Abdul Aziz quoted Hijaj ibn al-
Minhal, on the authority of Davood ibn Abil Forat al-Kindi, on the authority of Al-ba’e ibn Ahmar, on the
authority of Akrama, on the authority of Ibn Abbas26, “God’s Prophet (MGB) drew four lines on the
ground and said, ‘The four best women in Paradise are the following: Mary27 - the daughter of Imran;
Khadijah - the daughter of Khuwaylid28; Fatimah - the daughter of Muhammad; and Asia - the daughter

of Muzahim and the wife of Pharaoh.”



The Four Back-Breaking Things

4-24 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted Abu Yazid, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas ibn
Muhammad Abu Malik, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq
(MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority
of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that in his will to Ali (MGB) God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “O Ali, four issues are
back-breaking: a leader who is obeyed while he disobeys God; a wife who is disloyal to her husband
while he is considerate of her; poverty which the poor cannot overcome; and a permanently bad

neighbor.”

God took four looks at the world

4-25 Abul Hassan Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted Abu Yazid Ahmad
ibn Khalid al-Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Hatam al-Qat’tan, on the authority of Hammad ibn Amr, on
the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the
authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that in his will to Ali (MGB)
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “O Ali' The Honorable the Exalted God took a look at the world and selected
me from among all the men in the world. Then He took a second look and selected you from among the
men of this world. Then He took a third look and selected the Immaculate Divine Leaders who are your
descendants from among the men of this world. Then He took a fourth look and selected Fatimah from

among the women of this world.”
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The Prophet (MGB) Told Ali That He Had Seen Ali’'s Name Along

with His in Four Places

4-26 Abul Hassan Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted on the authority of
Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy,
on the authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Hatam al-Qat’tan, on the authority of
Hammad ibn Amr, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his
father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that
in his will to Ali (MGB) God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “O Ali! | saw your name along with my name in four
places. | was very delighted to see that. When | reached the Holy Shrine in Jerusalem during my
Ascension to the heavens, | found the following was written on the Rocks of Jerusalem, ‘There is no god
but God and Muhammad is God’s Prophet. | support and back him up with his Vizier29.” | asked Gabriel
who my Vizier would be. Gabriel replied, ‘He is Ali ibn Abi Talib.” When | arrived at the lote-tree (in the
seventh heaven), | found the following written on it, ‘Indeed | am God. There is no god but | alone. |
have chosen Muhammad from amongst my creatures. | support and back him up with his Vizier.” Then |
asked Gabriel, ‘Who is my Vizier?’” Gabriel answered, ‘He is Ali ibn Abi Talib.” When | passed by that
lote-tree, | came to the (Divine) Throne of the Lord of the Two Worlds - may His Majesty be Exalted. On
the supports of that Throne, | found the following written, ‘1 am God. There is no god but | alone.
Muhammad is My beloved one. | support and back him up with his Vizier.” When | raised my head up, |
saw that the following was written inside the Throne, ‘Il am God. There is no god but | alone. Muhammad
is My slave and My Prophet. | support and back him up with his Vizier.”



Only Four Can Understand the Sayings of the Members of the

Holy Household

4-27 Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Sufyan ibn Yaqgoob ibn al-Harith ibn Ibrahim al-Hamedany narrated in his
house in Kufa that Abu Abdullah Ja’far ibn Ahmad ibn Yusuf al-Azodi quoted Ali ibn Bazraj al-Hanat, on
the authority of Amr ibn al-Yasee’a, on the authority of Shoayb al-Had’dad that he had heard Ja’far ibn
Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “Indeed our sayings are hard to understand. Only the following four
can understand them: either a nearby-stationed angel; a dispatched Prophet; a servant of God whose
faith has been tested or a strong town.” Shoayb al-Had’dad asked, “What do you mean by a strong
town?” The Imam (MGB) replied, “| mean a heart with a firm belief.”
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Four things Are Incumbent for Him who Has Three

Characteristics

4-28 Abu Mansoor Ahmad ibn Ibrahim ibn Bakr narrated that Abu Muhammad Zayd ibn Muhammad al-
Baghdady quoted Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Amir ibn Suleiman at-Ta’ee in Basra, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), on the authority of his father
(MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “A person who has the following characteristics has perfect chivalry and justice: one who
doesn’t oppress the people in his dealings with them; one who doesn’t lie when he talks to the people;
one who doesn’t act opposite to what he promises. It is incumbent to act like a brother with him; support
his justness; respect his manliness; and not gossip about him.”

4-29 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Ja’far al-Kumaydany quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Four things are incumbent to do for anyone who has the following three
characteristics: one who doesn't lie to the people when he talks; one who doesn’t oppress the people in
his dealings with them; one who doesn’t act opposite to what he promises. Such a person has perfect
chivalry and justice. It is incumbent support his justness; to act like a brother with him; support his

justness; not gossip about him; treat him like a brother.”

The Poems of Satan in Reply to Adam’s Poems

4-30 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Ali ibn Abdullah al-Basry in llag narrated that the preacher
Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Jabalat quoted Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Amer al-
Ta’ee, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), on the authority of
Musa ibn Ja’far (MGB), on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Ali (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ali
(MGB), “Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) was in the Jamea Mosque in Kufa. A man from Syria stood up and said,
“O Commander of the Faithful! | have several questions.” The Imam (MGB) said, “Ask in order to
understand. Do not ask in order to bother us.” One of the questions that he asked was as follows:30
“Who was the first poet? The Imam (MGB) answered, “It was Adam.” The man asked, “What was the
poem about?” The Imam (MGB) said, ‘When Adam was cast down to the Earth, he saw the extent of the
Earth and its atmosphere. When Abel killed Cane, then Adam recited:
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The land and its residents have changed vastly;

The looks of the Earth have turned black and ugly;

Whatever had a taste and color has changed;

And the freshness of that good looks has diminished;

Then Satan - may God damn him - replied,

Get away from this land and everyone who on it resides

As there is no more room for you anymore in this expanded Paradise

You and your spouse were living in peace

And from the troubles of the world was your heart at comfort.

But you could not escape my tricks and plots



Until you lost that valuable thing

And God gave the people tamarisk31 and bitter khamt32
Instead of Paradise and its open gates

And had 133 not received the Mercy of the Omnipotent

You34 would not have lost Paradise now.”

God Has Embedded Four Things in Four Other Things

4-31 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqy, on the authority
of Al-Qasim ibn Yahya, on the authority of his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Rashid, on the authority of Abi
Basir, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Muslim, on the authority of Abi Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali al-
Bagir (MGB), on the authority of his father Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of his
father Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB), on the authority of his father the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali
(MGB), “The Blessed the Sublime God has embedded four things in four other things. He has
embedded His Pleasure in His obedience. Therefore, you should not underestimate obedience to God. It
may cause God’s Pleasure while you do not know it. God has embedded His Wrath in disobeying Him.
Therefore, you should not underestimate any disobedience to God. It may cause God’s Wrath while you
do not know about it. God has embedded His Response to supplications. Therefore, you should not
underestimate any supplications. It may cause God to respond to you while you do not know about it.
God has embedded His Friends amongst His Servants. Therefore, you should not belittle anyone, since

he may be a friend of God and you may not know about it.”

Do Not Consider Four Things Bad Since They Have Four

Benefits

4-32 Ahmad ibn Zyad ibn Ja’far al-Hamedany - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Qiyath ibn Ibrahim,
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on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the
authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Do not
consider the following four things to be bad since they have four benefits. Do not consider influenza to
be bad since it brings security from vitiligo35. Do not consider imposthume36 to be bad since it brings
security from leprosy. Do not consider eye pain to be bad since it brings security from going blind. Do

not consider coughing to be bad since it makes you secure from hemiplegia.37”

Four characteristics of Imam Ali which no other Arab had

4-33 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Dinvari al-Qazi narrated that Muhammad ibn Abdulhamid al-
Furgany quoted Ahmad ibn Badil, on the authority of Mufaz’zal ibn Salih Al-Asady, on the authority of
Samak ibn Harb, on the authority of Akrama, on the authority of Ibn Abbas38, “The Commander of the
Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) had four characteristics which no other Arab had. He was the first one who
prayed with God’s Prophet (MGB). Ali (MGB) held the Prophet’s flag in every battle. And the people
escaped on the day of the Battle of Uhud, while Ali (MGB) stayed with the Prophet (MGB). Ali (MGB)
carried out the ablutions for the deceased for the Prophet (MGB) and placed him in the grave.”

4-34 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq narrated that Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Salih al-Bokhari
quoted Yaqoob ibn Hamid ibn Kasib, on the authority of Sufyan ibn Ayyineh, on the authority of Abi
Najih, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Rabi’at al-Jarshi39, “There was a mention of Ali
(MGB) in the presence of Muawiyah when Sa’ed ibn Abi Vagas was present. Se’ed said, ‘You
mentioned Ali’s name. Indeed Ali (MGB) had four characteristics. If | had even one of these qualities, it
would be better than everything, even owning a flock of red-haired camels40. Remember that the
Prophet said the following in the Battle of Khaybar, ‘Tomorrow | shall hand the flag to the one (whom
God and the Prophet love, and he loves God and the Prophet.) Also remember that the Prophet said to
Ali (MGB), ‘“Your position relative to me is the same as Aaron’s position relative to Moses.” Sa’ed forgot
the fourth.”



Muawiyah’s talk with Ibn Abbas regarding four characteristics he
liked and four he disliked

4-35 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Musa - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn
Zakariya al-Qattan quoted Abu Muhammad Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Al-Ab’bas
ibn al-Faraj, on the authority of Abu Salmat al-Qaffari, on the authority of Abdullah ibn lbrahim
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ibn Abi Forut, on the authority of Abdul Malik ibn Marvan, “Once | was with Muawiyah and a group of the
people from the Quraysh tribe were there. Some of the Hashemites41 were among them. Muawiyah
said, “O Hashemites! Why do you think you are better than us while we both come from the same father



and mother, and we both come from the same family and country?”

Ibn Abbas42 said, “We say we are better than you for the same reason that you say you are better than
the Quraysh, and the Quraysh say they are better than the Helpers (Ansar), and the Helpers (Ansar) say
they are better than the Arabs, and the Arabs say they are better than the non-Arabs. That is we are
proud because of God’s Prophet (MGB). You can neither deny this nor escape from this fact.”

Muawiyah said, “O Ibn Abbas! You have been granted such a convincing tongue with which you press

your false accusations over the truth.”

lbn Abbas said, “Shut up! Indeed falsehood can never overcome the truth. Quit being jealous as

jealousy is bad.”

Muawiyah said, “You spoke the truth. | swear by God that | like you for four characteristics and | forgive
you for four deeds. The four reasons | like you for are: First of all | like you because of your close
relationship to God’s Prophet (MGB). The second reason is that you are a man from my family and from
the pure race of Abd Manaf.43 The third reason is that my father was friends with your father. The fourth
reason is that you are the speaker for the Quraysh tribe and you are their learned man. And your four
deeds which | forgive you for are: your taking part in the Battle of Siffin along with those who attacked
me; your ugly act being not assisting Uthman against the rebels who attacked him, and your attempts

against Ayesha44, plus your rejection of Zyad being my step-brother.45

When | considered your wicked deeds in detail, | found an excuse for your deeds from the Book of the
Honorable the Exalted God and one from Arab poems. Your excuse based on the Book (Quran) comes
from the following verse, ‘Others (there are who) have acknowledged their wrong-doings: they have
mixed an act that was good with another that was evil. Perhaps Allah will turn unto them (in Mercy): for
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.’46 Your excuse based on Arab poems comes from the words of the
Zebyan tribe who said, ‘Which of your brothers can you find free of faults. You will be left without any
friends if you cut off relations for small faults.” You should know that | have recognized your four good
characteristics and have forgiven your four deeds as the poet said, ‘l accept good deeds from my loved

ones. | forgive them for whatever else they may have done.”
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When he finished, Ibn Abbas started to respond by first reciting God’s praises and glorifications. Then he
said, ‘You mentioned that you like me because | am close to God’s Prophet (MGB). This is incumbent
upon you and all Muslims who believe in God and His Prophet (MGB), since this love is the reward
which God’s Prophet (MGB) asked for in return for what he brought you in terms of illumination and clear
reasoning. The Honorable the Exalted God says, ‘..Say: ‘No reward do | ask of you for this except the
love of those near of kin.’47 Whoever doesn't follow this verse and doesn’t love his near of kin is going to

be hopeless, without honor and in Hell.

You mentioned that you like me because | am a man from your family. Well, that is right. You wanted to
perform your duty and visit your relations of kin. You seem to be doing a lot of that these days. You are

not to be blamed today for your past mistakes.

You mentioned that you like me because my father was friends with your father. That is right and it is

certified by what the poet said about it:

1 will strive to be loyal to my friend for as long as he is alive
And shall do so with his relatives should he die and | stay alive
Whoever honors not his pledge, | shall not trust

Since then he shall not pacify my swollen heart.



You mentioned that you like me because | am the speaker for the Quraysh tribe and | am their learned
man. You likewise have a similar rank. However, you are so noble as to mention me to be of such a

rank. This is also supported by what the poet said about it:
Noble ones set other ones up higher than themselves
They honor others though they are nobler themselves

You mentioned my animosity with you, since | attacked you at Siffin. By God, | would have been
amongst the worst creatures in the world had | not done so. O Muawiyah! How could you even imagine
that | would abandon my cousin Ali - the Commander of the Faithful and the Master of the Muslims -
who was supported by the Emigrants (Muhajerin), the Helpers (Ansar), and the cream of the crop of the
freedom-lovers, and join you! O Muawiyah! Then | would have serious doubts about my faith in my

religion, my moral constitution and myself.

You mentioned that | abandoned Uthman. Well, even those who were much closer to him abandoned
him and left. | followed his close associates and those who were not so close to him. | never assisted the
rebels who revolted against him. | just abandoned him.48 You mentioned my effort made against
Ayesha49. You know that she had been ordered by the Sublime God’s Prophet (MGB) to stay behind the
veil at home, but she tore the veil, left her house and opposed the Prophet (MGB). The way we treated

with her was appropriate.50
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You mentioned my rejection of your step-brotherhood with Zyad.51 However, this was not my denial but
the Prophet’s denial since he (MGB) has said, ‘the offspring belongs to the owner of the bed and the

fornicatress gets stoned.’52 Now | like to do what would please you, whatever it may be.’

Then Amr Ibn Al-A'as started to talk and said, ‘O commander of the faithful (referring to Muawiyah!) By
God, he doesn't like you and just wants to fool you into thinking that he agrees with you using his sharp
tongue. He cited the poems to support this.’

Then Ibn Abbas said, ‘Indeed Amr put himself to great trouble. He should now know that he is facing a

strong opponent.’

Then lbn Abbas added, ‘O Amr! | swear by God that | am opposed to you for the sake of God and | shall
not apologize for that. You had said, ‘I hate Muhammad.” The Honorable the Exalted God revealed, For

he who hateth thee, he will be cut off (from Future Hope). 53



You have been cut off from the religion and the world. You even hated Muhammad in the Age of

Ignorance!

Indeed the Blessed the Sublime God says, ‘Thou wilt not find any people who believe in Allah and the
Last Day, loving those who resist Allah and His Messenger...’54 Indeed you have always resisted God
and God’s Prophet (MGB). You did whatever you could against the Prophet of God (MGB). You
gathered all your forces - on foot or riding - against the Prophet (MGB) until God defeated you, hanged
up your sign of deception around your neck, reduced your strength and rejected your way. That is why
you turned around and changed your approach and re-directed your plans of animosity with the
members of the Holy Household of the Prophet (MGB). Therefore, you united with Muawiyah for this
goal. However, you should know that love for the household of Muawiyah and no others is nothing but
animosity with the Honorable the Exalted God and His Prophet (MGB). You still have your old animosity
with and jealousy of the progeny of Abd Manaf as the poet says,

Amr blamed me but he himself was debased
Near a male lion he turned into a weak hyena5s5
He doesn’t equal me so | shall not fight him

He is not my servant so | can’t punish him!

Amr |bn Al-A'as wanted to reply but Muawiyah stopped him and said, ‘O Amr! | swear by God that you
cannot match him. It would be best for you to stop it.’
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Amr Ibn Al-A'as used this opportunity and became silent. Ibn Abbas said, ‘O Muawiyah! Please |
beseech by God! Please let him start talking. Then | shall debase him so much that the masters and the
slaves cite his case and restate his story in meetings and parties up until the Resurrection Day.’

Then Ibn Abbas started to speak and said, ‘O Amr!” However, Muawiyah put his hand on Ibn Abbas’s
mouth and said, ‘O Ibn Abbas! | swear to you to finish this since | do not like the Syrians to hear this

speech.” Then Ibn Abbas told Amr, ‘O blameworthy servant! Get lost.” Then they left.”

There are four types of sin

4-36 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn
Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, “During the long time | have
associated with Hisham ibn al-Hakam, the most beneficial to me has been what he said regarding the
Immaculateness of the Divine Leaders. One day | asked him about the Immaculateness of a Divine
Leader. | asked him, ‘Is a Divine Leader Immaculate?’ He replied, ‘Yes, he is.’” | asked him, ‘What does
that imply and how can we tell?’ He replied, ‘Indeed all sins are due to the following four (and there is no
fifth reason): greed, jealousy, anger, and lustful desires. None of these exist in a Divine Leader. A Divine
Leader cannot be greedy toward this world, since greediness arises from poverty and all the world is
under the Imam’s ring and he is the treasurer of the Muslims in this respect. So why should he be
greedy? A Divine Leader cannot be jealous, since man would be jealous of what is above him, not what
is lower than him. However, there is no one higher than a Divine Leader. So how could he be jealous of
anyone who is lower than himself? A Divine Leader cannot get angry at any worldly affairs unless it be
for what angers the Honorable the Exalted God. The Honorable the Exalted God has made him
responsible to establish the limits. Therefore, it is natural for him to get angry at those who blame him for
doing so, and be nice to some regarding their religion so as to uphold the Honorable the Exalted God’s
established limits. A Divine Leader cannot follow lusts since he has already preferred the Hereafter over
this world. Indeed, the Honorable the Exalted God has shown him the preferable attributes of the



Hereafter just as we see the preferable attributes of this world. He looks at the Hereafter the way we
look at this world. So how could he then prefer this world over the Hereafter? How could one abandon
looking at a beautiful face and look at an ugly face instead? How could one pick a bad tasting dish
instead of a delicious one? How could one prefer a rough attire over a soft one? How could one

abandon the everlasting blessings of the Hereafter for the ephemeral pleasures of this world?””
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The Reward of Whoever Goes On Hajj Pilgrimage Four Times

4-37 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the authority of Safvan ibn
Yahya, on the authority of Mansoor ibn Hazim, “I asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) what the reward
of one who has gone on the Hajj pilgrimage for four times will be. The Imam (MGB) said, ‘O Mansoor!
Anyone who has gone on Hajj pilgrimage for four times will never bear the pressures of the grave. Once
he dies, his visits to the Ka’ba will appear to him to be the most beautiful people in his grave and will
pray in the corner of his grave until the Resurrection Day, while he will be rewarded for these prayers.
You should know that the reward of each unit of these prayers would equal the reward of one-thousand

units of prayers said by men.”



Four which Are Not Allowed In Four

4-38 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr
and Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of Aban ibn Uthman Al-Ahmar
that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Spending money gained through the following four ways:
treason, obtaining illegitimately earned property, theft and usury is not allowed on the four following

occasions: Hajj, Umra, participation in a holy war and giving charity.”

If food has four characteristics it is complete

4-39 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of
Isma’il ibn Muslim al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the
authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “If food has the following four characteristics it is complete: It is lawful; many
people eat it; it is eaten by mentioning the Blessed the Sublime God’s name; and God is praised after it

is eaten.”

The four signs of bastards

4-40 Ja’far ibon Muhammad ibn Masroor — may God be pleased with him - narrated that Al-Hussein ibn
Muhammad ibn Amer quoted his uncle Abdullah ibn Amer, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Zyad, on
the authority of Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), “Whoever
doesn’t care about what he says or what he is told
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is a sort of partner for Satan. Whoever doesn’t care about what evil deeds he does in front of the people
is a sort of partner for Satan. Whoever gossips about a believer unduly is a sort of partner for Satan.
Whoever enjoys forbidden love and the lust of adultery is a sort of partner for Satan. The Imam (MGB)
then added, “Bastards have definite characteristics: First, they hate us - members of the Household of
the Holy Prophet (MGB). Second, they long for the illegitimate way in which they themselves were
created. Third, they disparage the religion. Fourth, they mistreat the people. They are only welcomed by
those who were conceived through their mother having sex with men other than her husband, or whose

mothers conceived them in their periods of menstruation.”

God advised Moses on four issues

4-41 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan narrated that Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa’id al-Hamdani (al-
Kufy) quoted Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Harun
ibn Muslim, on the authority of Sabet ibn Abi Safiyya, on the authority of Sa’ed al-Khifaf, on the authority
of Al-Asbaq ibn al-Nobatat that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “The Blessed the
Sublime God told Moses (MGB), ‘O Moses! Follow my advice to you regarding four issues: First, try not
to find faults with others as long as you do not know whether or not your own sins are forgiven; Second,
do not worry about your share of daily bread as long as you know that my treasures are not finished.

Third, do not place hope in other’s help as long as you know My Kingdom is lasting. Fourth, do not feel



"

secure from the plans of Satan for as long as Satan exists.

Imam Ali Had Four Characteristics Whenever He Went to a Battle

4-42 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar, on the authority of Jabir ibn Yazid al-Jo’afy, on the
authority of Abil Zubayr (Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Tadras Al-Asady) al-Macci, on the authority of Jabir
ibn Abdullah al-Ansari that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “| swear by Him in whose Hands is my soul that
whenever | sent Ali to a battle | saw Gabriel along with seventy-thousand angels on his right side and
Michael56 with seventy-thousand angels on his left side. | also saw that the angel of death (Israel) was
in front of him and there was a cloud shadowing over his head all the way until he became victorious.”
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| Wonder Why Those who Fear Four Things Do Not Take Refuge

in Four Things

4-43 Ja’far ibon Muhammad ibn Masroor — may God be pleased with him - narrated that Al-Hussein
Muhammad ibn Amer quoted his uncle Abdullah ibn Amer, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of a group of the elders including Aban ibn Uthman, Hisham ibn Salim and
Muhammad ibn Himran that Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “I wonder why those who fear
the following four things do not seek refuge in the following four things. Why doesn't the one who fears
take refuge in God's statement?: ‘For us God sufficeth, and He is the best disposer of affairs’,57 since |
heard that God added, ‘And they returned with Grace and Bounty from God,; no harm ever touched
them. 58

| wonder why doesn't the one who is sad take refuge in God's statement?: ‘There is no god but Thou:
Glory to Thee: | was indeed wrong!’,59 since | heard that God added, ‘So We listened to him: and

delivered him from distress: and thus do We deliver those who have faith.’60

| wonder why doesn't one who has been cheated take refuge in God's statement?: ‘My (own) affair |
commit to God: For God (ever) watches over His servants’,61 since | heard that God added, ‘Then God
saved him from (every) ill that they plotted (against him). 62

And | wonder why doesn't the one who wants this world and its ornaments seek refuge in God's
statement: ‘God's Will (be done)! There is no power but with God!’63 since | heard that God - may His
Majesty be Exalted - added, ‘/f thou dost see me less than thee in wealth and sons, it may be that my
Lord will give me something better than thy garden. 64 “It may be that” in this verse stands for

inevitability.

God Accepted Ali’'s Curse on Those who Did Not Testify to His

Mastery

4-44 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn al-
Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar, on the authority of Abil
Jarud Zyad ibn al-Monzar, on the authority of Jabir ibn Yazid al-Jo’afy, on the authority of Jabir ibn
Abdullah Al-Ansari, “Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) delivered a sermon, recited praises and glorifications of
God. Then he stated, ‘O people! There are four individuals among the Prophet’s companions here.
These four well-known companions of God’s Prophet are Anas ibn Malike5, Al-Bara ibn Azib, Ash’ath
ibn Qays and Khalid ibn Yazid al-Bajaly. Then Ali (MGB) turned to Anas (ibn Malik) and said, ‘O Anas!
You heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘This Ali is the master of whomever | am the master of.” However,

you are not testifying to my Mastery today. May God strike you with whiteness (vitiligo66) that shall not



be hidden by a turban.’
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And you O Ash’ath! You heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘This Ali is the master of whomever | am the
master of.” However, you are not testifying to my Mastery today. May God not take away your life before
both your eyes go blind!’

And you O Khalid ibn Yazid (al-Bajaly)! You heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘This Ali is the master of
whomever | am the master of. O my God! Be friends with whomever is his friend, and be the enemy of
whoever is his enemy.” However, you are not testifying to my Mastery today. May God not take away
your life except as it was in the Age of Ignorance!’

And you O Bara ibn Azib! You heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘This Ali is the master of whomever | am

the master of. O my God! Be friends with whomever is his friend, and be the enemy of whoever is his



enemy.’ However, you are not testifying to my Mastery today. May God not take away your life except in

the place where you emigrated from!”

Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansari added, “I swear by God that | saw Anas ibn Malik67 who had become ill
with vitiligo so badly that he could never cover it up with his turban. | saw Ash’ath ibn Qays with his both
of his eyes blind. He kept on saying, ‘I praise God who fulfilled the curse of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) on
me in this world and that Ali (MGB) did not curse me to be tortured in the Hereafter!” Also when Khalid
ibn Yazid (al-Bajaly) died, his next of kin buried him in the house. When the Kondeh tribe heard about
this, they brought a horse and a camel and slaughtered both in his house as it was the common practice
during the Age of Ignorance!” And Al-Bara ibn Azib was appointed as the governor of Yemen by

Muawiyah. He died in the place where he had migrated from.”

Four Sayings for Security In This World, and Four Saying for

Security In the Hereafter

4-45 The Georgian68 Abu Muhammad Abdus ibn Ali ibn al-Ab’bas in his house in Samargand narrated
that Abu Muhammad Bindar ibn Ibrahim ibn Isa quoted Am’mar ibn Raja, on the authority of Davood ibn
Davood, on the authority of Abu Hormoz Nafe’ah ibn Abdullah al-Khorasani that he had heard Ata ibn
Abi Ribah quote on the authority of Abdullah Ibn Abbas69, “Qabisa ibn Mukharig al-Hilaly came to God’s
Prophet (MGB) and greeted him.

Then the Prophet (MGB) asked him, ‘O Qabisa! What have you come here for?’ He said, ‘O Prophet of
God! | have become old, lost my power, been belittled near my next of kin, and am unable to do what |
used to do. Please teach me some words that | may benefit from God. Please shorten them since |
quickly forget. The Prophet (MGB) asked, ‘O Qabisa! What did
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you say?’ Qabisa repeated his statement. Then the Prophet (MGB) asked him, ‘O Qabisa! What did you
say?’ Qabisa repeated. Then the Prophet (MGB) asked him, ‘O Qabisa! What did you say?’ Qabisa
repeated. Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Nothing is left around you including all the rocks, trees and
stones which have not cried in sympathizing with you. O Qabisa! Learn this from me. For the benefits in
this world, you should say the following thrice after your morning prayer, ‘Subhanallah va bihamde,
Subhanallah al-Azim va bihamde va la hule va la quwata illa billah.” Once you do that you would be
protected against blindness, leprosy, vitiligo70 and paralysis. And as for the Hereafter you should say,
‘Allahuma ihdani min indeka, vafiz ala min fazlika, vanshur ala min rahmateka, vanzil ala min

barakateka.’

The Prophet (MGB) said these supplications and Qabisa counted them with his fingers. Then Abu Bakr
and Umar said, ‘O Prophet of God! This uncle of yours counts these four sayings very nicely with his

fingers.’

Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘On the Resurrection Day, he will not forget these supplications. They
shall open up four of the gates of Paradise and he can enter Paradise from any gate he pleases.’
Nafe’ah (ibn Abdullah al-Khorasani) said, ‘I narrated this tradition for one of my neighbors who was a
friend of Al-Hassan (al-Basry). He narrated it for Al-Hassan (al-Basry). Al-Hassan (al-Basry) had
asked him to bring me to him. | went to see Al-Hassan (al-Basry). He asked me about this narration. |
reiterated it. He told me, ‘O (Nafe’ah ibn Abdullah) al-Khorasani! This narration is highly esteemed by
me, while it is of little value to you. A man had to drive a camel to Egypt to get this narration from the
governor of Egypt who knew it. That man told the governor of Egypt, ‘| have not come to take anything

from you. | have just come to hear this narration and return.’

Four Characteristics Are Due to Obsession

4-46 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah al-Dihgan,
on the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor al-Vaseti, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Abdul-Hamid, on
the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor al-Vaseti, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Abdul Hamid, on the
authority of Abil Hassan - the first (MGB)71, “The following four acts are due to obsession: eating clay,



breaking up clay, biting one’s nails, and chewing one’s beard (Trichotillomania).”72

Four Things Will Never Be Satiated with Four Others

4-47 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Ubaydullah, on
the authority of Abdullah ibn Maymun al-Qad’dah that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
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(MGB) said, “There are four things which will never be satiated by four other things: the Earth will never
become satiated with rain; the eyes will never be satiated with seeing; women will never be satiated with
men and scholars will never be satiated with knowledge.”

4-48 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Amr ibn al-Basry narrated that the preacher Abu Abdullah



Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Jabalat quoted Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Amer al-Ta’ee, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), on the authority of Musa ibn
Ja’far (MGB), on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al
(MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB) that
the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “The Commander of the Faithful (MGB) told the
Syrian man who had asked him several questions in the Jamea Mosque in Kufa, ‘There are four things
which will ever be satiated from four things: the Earth will never become satiated from rain; women will
never be satiated with men; the eyes will never be satiated from seeing; and scientists will never be

satiated with knowledge.”

Four Characteristics with which One Would Be in God's Light

4-49 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed
ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the authority of Amr ibn Abil Migdam, on the authority of Aba Abdullah
as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever has the
following four characteristics is in the Great God's light: 1- Witnessing to God's Unity and my
Prophethood prevents him from committing sins 2- Saying ‘From God we are and to Him is our return’ in
times of calamity 3- Saying ‘Praise be to the Lord of the two worlds’ when he receives some blessings
4- Saying 1 ask for forgiveness from Allah and repent to him" whenever he commits a sin.””

Possessing Four Characteristics Would Perfect One’s Islam

4-50 Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Masroor - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Al-Hussein ibn
Muhammad ibn Amer quoted his uncle Abdullah ibn Amer, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of Abi Ayoob, on the authority of Abi Hamzih that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB), on the
authority of Imam Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), “Possessing the following four characteristics will
perfect your Islam and eliminate your sins, and you will meet your Lord while He is pleased with you: 1-
Fulfilling your promises to the people, 2- Being honest with the people, 3- Being ashamed of what is

shameful in the sight of God and the people, 4- Being good-tempered with your family."
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Four Words of Wisdom

4-51 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Kazim (MGB) through a chain of documentation to Abu
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “There is no neighbor for a sea. There are no friends for a King. There is no

replacement for health. There are many who receive blessings without knowing about it.”

Four Characteristics in Return for Four Houses in Paradise

4-52 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the
authority of Muawiyah ibn Wahab that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Who would pledge to abide
by four characteristics for whom | shall guarantee four houses in Paradise: spending in charity without

fearing to become poor; being fair to the people; greeting aloud; and not arguing although you are right.”



Four Characteristics For whose Possessor the Honorable the
Exalted God Would Establish A Home in Paradise

4-53 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir
(MGB) said, “God will establish a home in Paradise for whoever does the following four things: lodges

orphans; is merciful to the weak; is kind to his parents and is kind to his slaves.”

Abandoning Four Characteristics Would Lead You to Paradise

4-54 Ahmad ibn Harun al-Fami - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ja’far
guoted Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar, on the authority of lbrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of
Al-Hassan ibn al-Hassan al-Farsi, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Hussein ibn Zayd ibn Ali, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“Whoever in my nation abandons the following four characteristics shall go to Paradise: getting deeply
involved in this world; following selfish desires; lust for food and lust for sex. And whoever from the
women in my nation has four characteristics shall go to Paradise: guards her honor; obey her husband;

says the five daily prayers; and fasts for the month of Ramazan73.”
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God shall look upon four on the Resurrection Day

4-55 Hamzih ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Alavi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
lbrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of Sama’at ibn
Mihran that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God shall look upon four
on the Resurrection Day: one who has bought something and has changed his mind, but the seller
doesn’t accept; one who has helped a needy one; one who has freed a slave; and one who has helped

an unmarried man get married.”

The Shiites Will Never Suffer from Four Characteristics

4-56 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of some companions, on
the authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of some companions that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB)
said, “Our Shiites will never suffer from four characteristics: being born out of adultery; begging; being

gay; and being greenish-blue eyed (like cats)74.”

God Would Protect Whomever Has Four Characteristics

4-57 Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim narrated that his father quoted his father, on the authority of
his grandfather, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Maymun75, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad
as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever has
four characteristics shall be protected by God and taken to Paradise: being good-tempered so as to live
amongst the people; sympathizing with the ones who have suffered from calamities; being kind to their

parents; and treating servants kindly.”



The Honorable the Exalted God Chose Four of Everything

4-58 Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Idris — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Abu Abdullah al-Razi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali
ibn Abi Uthman, on the authority of Musa ibn Bakr, on the authority of Abil Hassan - the first (MGB)76
that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The Blessed the Sublime God chose four of everything. He chose
Gabriel, Michael77, Isra’fil78 and the angel of death, i.e. Israel - peace be upon them all - from amongst
the angels. He chose four from amongst the Prophets: Abraham - the Sword; David; Moses; and me.
He also chose four families and said, ‘Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the
family of Imran above all people. 79 He chose four of the towns. The Honorable the Exalted God said,
By the Fig and the Olive, And the Mount of Sinai, And
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this City of security.’80 In this verse ‘the Fig’ refers to Medina, ‘the Olive’ refers to Bayt ul- Mugadas
(Holy Shrine in Jerusalem) and ‘Mount of Sinai’ refers to Kufa while ‘this city of security’ refers to Mecca.
And He chose four women: Mary, Asia, Khadijah (- the daughter of Khuwaylid)81, and Fatimah. And He
chose four of the deeds in Hgjj: offering; crying out; wearing the /hram ritual82; and circumambulation.
And what is meant by ‘offering’ is slaughtering and what is meant by ‘crying out’ is the people’s outcry of
Labayk. Allahuma Labayk...” 83 And He chose four of the months: Rajab, Shawwal; Dhul-Qa’ade and
Dhul-Hijja. And He chose four of the days of the week: Friday; the day of A/-Tarviats4; the day of
Arafat85; and the day of the offering.”

Four Characteristics which Cause Grief

4-59 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar and Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari who linked it
up through a chain of narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “One day the Commander of the
Faithful (MGB) was grieved and said, ‘How come | am sad! | do not remember having sat at the
doorstop; having gone in the middle of the herd; having worn my pajamas while standing up; and having
cleaned my hands and face with my underwear.’86”

Four characteristics will never vanish in Muhammad’s nation

4-60 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn (Abil) Hussein al-Farsi,
on the authority of Suleiman ibn Hafs al-Basry, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Hussein ibn Zayd ibn
al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, on the authority of his father Zayd ibn Ali, on the authority of his father
Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad
as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “Four characteristics will never vanish in my nation until the Resurrection Day:
taking pride in their ancestry; challenging the lineage; relying on astrology; and mourning aloud over the
dead. If a woman who mourns aloud dies without having repented, she shall be resurrected with a shirt

made of tar and an itchy armor.”



The body is sustained on four things

4-61 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Durost, on the authority of Abil
Asbagq that Aba
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Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “The body is based on four things: the spirit, the mind; the blood and the

breath. Once the spirit departs the body, the mind shall follow it. Once the spirit sees something, it will



be saved by the mind and maintained by the blood and the breath.”

Man’s Strength and Survival Depends On Four Things

4-62 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-
Hassan al-Saffar quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat'tab, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB),
“Man’s strength and survival depends on four things: fire, light, air and water. Eating and drinking are
assisted by fire. Man sees and understands by light. Man hears and smells by air. Man enjoys food and
drinks with water. If there was no heat form fire in man’s stomach, he could not digest food or drinks. If
there was no light for his eyes, he could not see and understand. If air did not exist, his stomach would
not get heated. If water did not exist, he could not enjoy eating food and drinking beverages.”

Al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar added, “I asked the Imam (MGB) about the various types of fire. He (MGB) said,
‘There are four types of fire: fire that eats and drinks; fire that eats but doesn’t drink; fire that drinks but
doesn’t eat; and fire that neither eats nor drinks. The first is the fire with which one eats and drinks and
that is in men and animals. The fire which eats but doesn’t drink is the fire of wood. The fire that drinks
but doesn’t eat is the fire of the trees. The fire that neither eats nor drinks is that of flint stone and a

glowworm.87”

four acts corrupt the heart and develop hypocrisy

4-63 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Uthman, on the authority of Musa al-Marvazy, on the authority of
Abul Hassan - the first (Al-Kazim (MGB)) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are four acts which
corrupt the heart and develop hypocrisy as water helps a tree develop: listening to vain or obscene talk;

going to the door of the king's palace, and going hunting.”

The Prophet liked four tribes and disliked four tribes

4-64 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Ja’far al-
Ja’fari, on the authority of Al-Reza (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his
forefathers (MGB), “God’s Prophet (MGB) liked four tribes: the Helpers (Ansar); Abdul Qyas; Aslam; and
Tamim tribe. God’s Prophet (MGB) disliked four tribes: the Umayyads; the Hanif tribe; the Thagqif tribe;
and the Hazil tribe. The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘My mother who delivered me was not from the Bakr tribe
or the Thagqif tribe.” He (MGB) also said, ‘There are some noble people in all tribes except for the

”

Umayyads.
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Four acts will make the heart perish

4-65 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-
Homayry quoted Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Mus’adat ibn Sadagah, on the authority of Ja’far



ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Four acts
will make the heart perish: committing sins continuously; talking with women often; arguing with a fool,
(since you keep talking with him, but he will never be guided to the right way), and associating with the
dead!” They asked him what he meant by the dead? The Prophet of God (MGB) said, “All the rich who

live in ease and luxury.”

The Earth Shall Never Be Void of Four Groups of Believers

4-66 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the authority of Uthman ibn
Isa, on the authority of Khalid ibn Najih, on the authority of one of the Immaculate Imams (MGB), “The
Earth will never be void of four groups of believers. Sometimes there will be more than that but it will

never be less just as a tent would not stay upright without four ropes and a middle pillar.”

Four Things with Which You Will Not Need Any Medication

4-67 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Musa - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn
Zakariya al-Qat’tan quoted Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Uthman ibn Ubayd, on the
authority of Hodbat ibn Khalid al-Qaysi, on the authority of Mobarak ibn Fuzalat, on the authority of Al-
Asbaq ibn al-Nobatat that the Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) told his son Al-Hassan
(MGB), “O my dear son! | will teach you four things by which you become needless of any medication.”
He (MGB) said, “O Commander of the Faithful! Yes.” The Commander of the Faithful (MGB) said,
“Never eat unless you are not hungry. Stop eating while you are still hungry; chew everything you eat
very well; go to the toilet before going to bed. If you follow these instructions you will never need any

medication.”

Four Characteristics Not Attributed to a Believer

4-68 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Abu Abdullah al-Razi, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Uthman, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Abi Basir, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “There are four characteristics which do not belong to a
believer: he is not insane; he doesn’t go around begging at the people’s doors; he is not born of adultery

and he is not gay.”
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God Has Taken a Pledge from a Believer On Four Issues

4-69 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Sin’an who linked it up through a chain of narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “God has received
a pledge from the believer so that his speech doesn’t become accepted, they do not believe his
narration, he doesn’t take revenge from his enemy unless he divulges himself because every believer is

silent.”



The Four Problems that a Believer Always Faces

4-70 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the authority of Ali ibn Asbat,
on the authority of Malik, on the authority of Mosma’ ibn Malik, on the authority of Sama’at that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “O Sama’at! There are always four problems that a believer faces: 1- A
neighbor to bother him 2- Satan tries to deviate him 3- A hypocrite to always follow him and 4- A
jealous believer.” He (MGB) then added, ‘O Sama’at! Do you want me to tell you which one is the
worst?’ | said, ‘Yes. Which one?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘A jealous believer is the worst, because a

jealous believer will say bad things about him, and others will believe him.”

Four Instances with A Quick Chastisement

4-71 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed
ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Sa’id ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Haseen, on the
authority of Musa ibn al-Qasim, on the authority of Safvan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Bakir, on the authority of his father that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “There are four things for which
there will be a quick chastisement. The chastisement for one who does you evil, although you did him
well; the chastisement of one whom you did not oppress, but he oppresses you; the chastisement of one
who makes a pledge to you with the intention of breaking it, while you intend to honor it; and the
chastisement of one whom you visit, but he breaks off the ties of kinship.”

4-72 Abul Hussein Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn al-Hussein quoted on the authority of Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Khalidy, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas ibn
Muhammad Abu Malik, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on
the authority of his father
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(MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that in his
will to Ali (MGB) the Prophet (MGB) said, “O Ali! Four issues are the quickest in punishment: to
recompense the favor with mistreatment, to be hostile with one who is not hostile to you; to break the

faith of the party who keeps up his faith; and to rupture the relations with the relatives who respect you.”

The Prophet (MGB) then added, “O Ali, rest will depart from him who is predominated by discontent.”

Four Things Either of Which Can Ruin a Home

4-73 Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted
Muhammad ibn Ahmad on the authority of Ahmad ibn al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Al-
Hussein ibn al-Hassain, on the authority of Musa ibn al-Qasim al-Bajaly who through a chain of
narrators linked it up to Ali (MGB), “There are four things either of which can destroy a home: stealing,

treason, drinking alcoholic beverages and committing adultery.”

Things Each of Which Are Based on Four Pillars

4-74 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat'tab and Ahmad ibn al-Hassan ibn
Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Zayd, on the authority



of Muhammad ibn Salim, on the authority of Sa’ed ibn Tarif, on the authority of Al-Asbag ibn al-Nobatat
that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Faith is founded on the following four:
perseverance; certitude; justice and struggling in the way of God. There are four pillars of perseverance:
courage, fear, piety, and awaiting. Anyone who is eager for Paradise will not be entrapped in lust.
Anyone who fears Hell will abstain from committing forbidden acts. Calamities will be easy to bear for
anyone who is pious in this world. Anyone who awaits death will attempt to do good deeds.

There are four pillars of certitude: intelligence; foresight; wisdom; preaching lessons; and ways of the
people of the past. One who is intelligent would have foresight. One who is wise would recognize things
from which he can learn. One who recognizes things from which he can learn would learn the right
approach. One who learns the right approach it is as if he is living with the experiences of the people of

the past.

There are four pillars for justice: deep understanding, thorough knowledge, good insight and great
wisdom. One who understands deeply would explain the knowledge beautifully. One who has thorough
knowledge would make acceptable decisions and one who is wise would not neglect anything and live

admirably amongst the people.
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There are four pillars of struggling in the way of God: enjoining to do good; forbidding evil; persistence at
the war front; and hating the corrupt people. One who enjoins to do so strengthens the back of the
believers. One who forbids from evil, defeats the hypocrites. One who persists at the war front has done
his duty. One who hates the corrupt people and the Honorable the Exalted God’s Wrath would also raise
his wrath. This is belief, its pillars and its kinds. This is faith, its pillars and its various types.

Atheism is founded on the following four: corruption; tyranny; doubt and dubiosity.
There are four pillars of corruption: oppression, blind-heartedness, ignorance, and rebellion.

One who is oppressive would belittle the truth; consider knowledgeable ones as his enemies, and insist
on committing major sins. One who is blind-hearted would forget God, would follow his suspicions and
be defeated by Satan. One who is ignorant would be fooled by high aspirations and would feel sorry
when he realizes that these were just mirages. One who is rebellious would be debased by God through
God’s Dominion and Majesty since he turns away from God and rebels against the decrees of his Noble
Lord.

There are four pillars of tyranny: pickiness; causing conflicts; mental aberration and causing discord.

One who is picky would not adhere to the right. He would only get more drowned in problems. He is
always entrapped in seditions and would be deviated away from the religion and would wander about in
trouble aimlessly.

One who causes conflicts and fights others would lose his ties with others. He would be in real trouble.
Good things will turn into bad for him. Bad things will turn into good. Such people would not be able to
find the right way, and it would become hard for them to find their way out. They would turn away from

the religion and follow a path other than that which the believers follow.

There are four pillars for doubt: fear; distrust; hesitation and surrendering. One who bases his religion on
doubt would not be able to even sleep until the morning. ‘O those who dispute! ‘Then which of the gifts

of thy Lord, (O man,) wilt thou dispute about?’88 One who fears what is ahead of him would fall over.



One who hesitates in doubt would fall behind others. They will overpass him and would be destroyed
under the feet of the devils. One who surrenders would be destroyed between the affairs of this world
and the next. Whoever adheres to certitude shall survive. There are four pillars for dubiosity: selfishness;

fooling oneself;
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improper thoughts; and decorating what is indeed wrong in order to make it look right. This is how by
selfishness one blocks off what is right. One who fools himself would be entrapped in the fire of lust.
Improper thoughts would greatly harm one. Decorating what is wrong to look like right would cover up
things with many layers of darkness. These were the various categories of atheism, its foundations and
its various types. Hypocrisy is founded upon four things: selfishness, light-headedness, animosity and

greed.



There are four pillars for selfishness: trespassing, animosity, lust and rebellion. One who trespasses
would be in a lot of trouble. He would never be calm. One who doesn’t control lust would wade in ice.

One who rebels would undoubtedly go astray.

And the various types of light-headedness are: sluggishness, being deceived, postponing deeds to a
later time and having great expectations. One who acts sluggishly will not act according to God’s
religion. One who postpones the deeds will put them off until he dies. If man did not have any great
expectations, he would act according to his duties. If man doesn’t know his duties, he would badly die in
fear. There are four types of animosity: haughtiness; pride; supporting one side; and being biased. One
who is haughty would fall behind. One who is too proud would become corrupt. One who supports one
side would be insisting on sins. One who is biased would be wicked. And greed can be classified into
the following four categories: undue happiness and cheerfulness, stubbornness and hoarding up. Undue
happiness and cheerfulness are not pleasant in the sight of the Honorable the Exalted God.
Stubbornness is an evil thing which would entrap one in sins. Hoarding up would imply changing what
could be useful into what is bad. These were the various categories of hypocrisy, its foundations and its

various types.

Najdat al-Haruri wrote to Ibn Abbas about four issues

4-75 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ahmad and Abdullah - the sons of Muhammad ibn Isa, on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Hammad ibn Uthman al-Nab, on the
authority of Ubaydullah ibn Ali Al-Halabi that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “A foreigner Najdat
wrote to Ibn Abbasg9 and asked him about four issues: 1-Does God’s Prophet (MGB) involve women in
war? Does the Prophet (MGB) give women any share of the booties? 2-Who is the alms-tax given to?

3- When is an orphan considered to be a grown-up? 4- What about killing the children of atheists?
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lbn Abbas replied, “Regarding what you asked, God’s Prophet (MGB) let women benefit from the
booties, but it was not considered as a share. We believe that the alms-tax should be given to us, but
some people think that it doesn’t belong to us. Therefore we are patient. An orphan is considered to
have grown up when he attains sexual maturity, unless he is retarded or foolish. In such conditions, his
custodian would be in charge of his belongings. The Prophet of God would not kill any of the children of
the atheists. It was Khizr who killed the atheists and let go of the believers of the children of the atheists.

You may act accordingly, if you possess the knowledge which Khizr possessed.”

White Hair Grows In Four Places

4-76 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Ali ibn Muhammad, on
the authority of Abi Ayoob Al-Madini, on the authority of Suleiman al-Ja’fari, on the authority of Al-Reza
(MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “White hair on the forehead is a sign of prosperity. White hair on the two cheeks is a sign of

generosity. White hair on the head is a sign of bravery and white hair on the back of the head is a sign of



misfortune.”

There Are Four Types of People

4-77 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be
pleased with them - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Haysam ibn Abi Masruq al-Nehdi who
linked it up through a chain of narrators to Al-Hassan ibn Ali (MGB), “There are four types of people.
Some people are good-tempered but poor. Some people are wealthy but bad-tempered. Some people
are neither good-tempered nor wealthy. They are the worst of the people. However, there are some
people who are both good-tempered and wealthy. They are the best of the people.”

a Distance as short as Four Fingers Between Right and Wrong

4-78 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Sindy, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Sa'’id, on the authority of Kiram, on the authority of Maysar ibn Abdul Aziz that
he had heard Aba Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) say, “The Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) was
asked, ‘How much distance is there between right and wrong?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘As much as four
fingers.” The Commander of the Faithful Ali (MGB) put his hand between his ear and eyes and said,

‘What you see by the eyes is right, but what you hear by the ears is wrong.”
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The treasures of two orphans were four pieces of advice

4-79 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn Abdul Hamid al-At'tar, on the authority of Al-Ala’ ibn Razin,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Muslim al-Saqafy, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) who
said the following regarding the words of the Honorable the Exalted God, *..there was, beneath it, a
buried treasure, to which they were entitled.’90 “| swear by God that the treasure referred to here was
not gold or silver. Rather it was a tablet on which it was written, ‘Inni ana Allah! La ilaha illa ana! Va
Muhammad Rasuli! (Indeed | am God. There are no gods but Me. Muhammad is My Prophet). | wonder
how one who believes in death can be happy! | wonder how one who believes in the Reckoning and the
Resurrection Day can laugh! | wonder how one who believes in destiny can doubt the fact that God

would send down the daily bread! | wonder how one who has seen this world can deny the Hereafter!”

Four People Whom You Should Not Greet

4-80 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, who linked it up through a chain of narrators to
the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB), “God's Prophet (MGB) forbade greeting four people: a
drunk person, a sculptor, one who throws dice, and one who gambles. | will add one case and forbid you

to greet one who plays chess.”

Four Things Cheer You Up

4-81 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Himdan ibn Suleiman, on the authority of Ali



ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal and Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Adamy, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Muslimah, on the authority of Zyad ibn Bindar, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an
that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “There are four things which will cheer you up: looking at a
beautiful face; looking at flowing water; looking at green grass; and anointing the eyes with collyrium91 at

bedtime.”

The Four Companions Most Loved By God

4-82 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed
ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sayf, on the authority
of his brother Ali ibn Sayf, on the authority of his father Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Musa, on the authority of someone from the progeny of Nofl ibn al-Mutalib, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The companions
(on a trip) most loved by the Honorable the Exalted God are four. They will talk a lot and make too much

noise if they are more than seven.”
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The Fire Will Be Forbidden For Four On the Resurrection Day

4-83 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Sa’dan ibn Muslim,
on the authority of Sa’dan ibn Muslim, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Do you want me to tell you from whom the
fire will be forbidden in the Hereafter? The people said, “O Prophet of God! Yes.” God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “Humble ones; sociable ones; helpful ones; and simple ones.”

Four Things A Little of which Is A Lot

4-84 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Salih who
linked it up through a chain of narrators to the Divine Leader, “There are four things a little of which is a

lot: fire, sleep, disease and animosity.”

Use four things before four things happen

4-85 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Musa ibn al-Qasim, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Muslim al-Sakoony, on the authority of
Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq(MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali
(MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “You should benefit from four things before four things happen:
use your youth before you get old; use your health before you get ill; use your wealth before you get

poor; and use your life before your death.”



4-86 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hussein
quoted Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on
the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas ibn Muhammad Abu Malik, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB),
on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that in his will to Ali
(MGB) God’s Prophet (MGB) told him, “O Ali! You should benefit from four things before four things
happen: use your youth before you get old; use your health before you get ill; use your wealth before

you get poor; and use your life before your death.”

All the Knowledge of the People is in Four Areas

4-87 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of Suleiman ibn
Davood al-Minqgari, on the authority of Sufyan ibn Ayyineh that he had heard Aba
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Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “I found that all the knowledge of the people is in four areas: 1- to know
your Lord; 2- to know what He has done with you; 3- to know what He expects of you; and 4- to know

what will deviate you from your religion.”

4-88 Hamzih ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Alavi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Ali ibn Ma’bad, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
al-Qasim, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) quoted on the
authority of God's Prophet (MGB), “My nation should always do the following four: 1- They should love
those who repent. 2- They should be sympathetic with the weak. 3- They should help the good-doers.
4- They should pray for all the people.”

4-89 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of
Suleiman ibn Davood al-Mingari, on the authority of Fuzayl ibn Ayaz, “I asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB), ‘Is Jihad92 recommended or obligatory?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘There are four types of
Jihad: Two types are obligatory; one type is recommended, but it is performed as obligatory; one last
type is recommended. The greatest jihad is fighting yourself, trying not to commit any sins. This is
obligatory. Fighting with the infidels who attack you is also obligatory. However, the third type of Jihad is
fighting against the enemies and it is obligatory for all people. If they abandon it, punishment will
descend upon them. This type of Jihad is recommended for the Divine Leader (MGB). At the most, the
enemies attack the people, and they will fight back. However, the type of Jihad that is recommended is
reviving the traditions. If you decide to establish a good tradition and make an effort in developing it, your

deeds are of the best deeds, since it intends to revive the traditions.”



A servant has four eyes

4-90 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of Suleiman ibn
Davood al-Mingari, on the authority of Sufyan ibn Ayyineh, on the authority of Al-Zuhra that in part of a
long narration, Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB) said, “God’s servant has four eyes: two eyes with
which he sees the affairs of this world and his religion; and two inner eyes with which he sees the affairs
of the Hereafter. When God wishes good for His servant, He opens the servants inner eyes which are in
his heart, so that he can see the affairs related to the Hereafter. However, when God wishes anything

else, He shall close his inner eyes.93”
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The Four Noblest Characteristics

4-91 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid — may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ali ibn Muhammad al-Qasani, on the authority of Al-Qasim
ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Davood, on the authority of Sufyan ibn
Najih that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “Solomon - the son of David (MGB) said, ‘We have been
granted whatever has been granted to the people or not, and we have been taught whatever the people
have been taught or not. We found nothing to be better than fearing God in public and private; frugality
both at times of poverty and being wealthy; telling the truth whether it be pleasing to us or to our loss;

and supplicating to the Honorable the Exalted God in all circumstances.”

4-92 Ja'far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih al-Kufy - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Ali quoted his grandfather, on the authority of his
grandfather Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad (al-Sakoony ), on the
authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority
of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Women are in
four types: Ones with a good sustenance; ones with good springs; ones who are suffocating anguishes

and burdening lice-infested parasites.”

The compiler of the book said, “What is meant by ‘ones with a good sustenance’ is women who are
good and have a good deal of God-given daily sustenance. What is meant by ‘good springs’ is women
who are pregnant, even though they have some children. What is meant by ‘suffocating anguishes’ is
women who are bad-tempered with their husbands. What is meant by ‘burdening lice-infested parasites’
is bad women with whom their husbands are stuck. Their husbands are tied up and can neither help

themselves not get away from them.”

Four of the Traditions of the Prophets

4-93 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Khazzaz, on the
authority of Talha ibn Zayd, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority
of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “The following four characteristics are from the traditions of the Messengers:

perfumes, womeng4, brushing and putting on Henna.95”
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The Prayers of Four Are Not Accepted

4-94 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali al-
Kufy, on the authority of Ibn Bigah, on the authority of Zakaria ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Abdul
Malik ibn Abi Umayr that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Prayers of the following four are not
accepted: an unjust leader, an unwanted leader, a fugitive slave who has run away from his master

unjustly; and a woman who leaves her husband’s house without his permission.”



Four Things Will Happen When Four Things Spread

4-95 Ja'far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan al-Kufy - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his grandfather
ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Muqgayrih al-Kufy narrated that his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah
ibn al-Mugayrih quoted Ali ibn Hisan, on the authority of his uncle Abdul Rahman ibn Kasir al-Hashemi
that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “When there is a lot of adultery, there will be an earthquake.
When a lot of people do not pay the alms-tax, quadrupeds will die. When the judges issue unjust
decrees, there will be no rain. When the safety of the unbelievers who are under the protection of Islam

is denied, unbelievers will defeat the Muslims.”

The four signs of misery

4-96 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn al-
Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the
authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of
his father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “The following are amongst the signs of misery: solidity of the eye96, hard-

heartedness, excessive greed to gain one’s daily bread and insisting on committing sins.”

4-97 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted Abu Yazid, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas
ibn Muhammad Abu Malik, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-
Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the
authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “O Ali! The following are among the signs of

misery: solidity of the eye, hard-heartedness, having high aspirations, and the love for a very long life.”
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God summarized everything in four sayings for Adam

4-98 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Salt quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of his father,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Yusuf ibn Imran, on the authority of
Maysam ibn Yagoob ibn Shoayb that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted
God revealed to Adam (MGB) that He would summarize everything for him in four sayings. Adam (MGB)
said, ‘O Lord! What are they?’ God said, ‘One of them is for Me; one is for you; one is between Me and
you and one is between you and the people.” Adam (MGB) said, ‘O my Lord! Please tell them to me so
that | may learn them.” God said, ‘The one that is for Me is that you should worship Me and do not
ascribe any partners for Me. The one which is for you is that | will give the recompense of your work to
you when you are very needy for it. The one which is between you and Me is that you should supplicate
to Me and | will answer. The one that is between you and the people is that you should accept for
yourself whatever you accept for the people.”

4-99 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan, Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Haysam al-Ajali and Muhammad ibn
Ahmad al-Sin’ani - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Zakaria al-
Qat’tan quoted Musa ibn Ishaq, on the authority of Abu Ibrahim al-Tarjomani, on the authority of Salih
ibn Bashir Abu Bashar al-Mari97 that he had heard al-Hassan quote on the authority of Anas ibn
Malik98 quoted that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “God - may His Majesty be Exalted - said, ‘There are



four characteristics as follows: one is for Me; one is for you; one is between Me and you and one is
between you and My servants. The one that is for Me is that you should worship Me and do not ascribe
any partners for Me. The one which is for you is to do good deeds and | will reward you for it. The one
which is between you and Me is that you should supplicate to Me and | will answer. The one that is
between you and My servants is that you should accept for yourself whatever you accept for people.’
There is no mention of Adam in this tradition.”

Admonishment against friendship with four people

4-100 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah
quoted Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Yusuf - the brother of Ahmad
ibn Yusuf ibn al-Qasim al-Katib, on the authority of Han’nan ibn Sadeer al-Sayrafi, on the authority of
Sadeer al-Sayrafi that Abu Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “Do not associate or become friends with the
following four people: stupid fellows; jealous people; cowards; and liars. Stupid fellows wish to help you
get some benefits, but they will bring you a loss. Jealous people will take from you, but will not give
anything in return. Cowards will run away when you need help. They will even run away from their own

parents when they need help. Liars may often tell the truth, but no one would believe them.”
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Four will benefit from knowledge

4-101 Ja’far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Kufy - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Ali quoted on the authority of his great grandfather Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih,
on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the
authority of his father99 (MGB), “Knowledge is a treasure, the key for which is asking. Therefore ask,
may God have Mercy upon you. Four people shall benefit from knowledge: those who ask questions;

those who respond to the questions; those who listen to them; and those who like the above three.”

Do Not Tax Four Things

4-102 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be
pleased with them - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar and Ahmad ibn Idris quoted
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa who linked it up through a
chain of narrators to Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB), “You should not tax four things: slaughtering; burial;
buying slaves; and traveling to Mecca.”

4-103 Abul Hussein Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted Abu Yazid
Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Hatam al-Qat’tan, on the authority of Hammad
ibn Amr, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB),
on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“O Alit Do not tax four things: an animal for offering; a coffin; a slave, or driving an animal to Mecca.”

Four causes to grant one the permission to return a slave within

one year

4-104 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn
Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority
of Ibn Faz’zal who narrated that Abil Hassan - the second - that is Al-Reza (MGB) said, “One can
return a slave within one year for the following four causes: insanity; leprosy; vitiligo 100 and blockage of
the vagina.101”



The best four forms of wealth

4-105 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn
Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority
of Al-Hussein ibn Yazid al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Muslim al-Sakoony,
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on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB) 102, on the authority of his father (MGB) 103, on the
authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB), “God’s Prophet (MGB) was asked,
‘What is the best form of wealth?” The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘What one cultivates for himself and has
paid its alms-tax when he picks it.” The Prophet (MGB) was asked, ‘What is the next best form of
wealth?” He (MGB) replied, ‘Flocks of sheep which one herds himself in pastures where he prays, and
for which he pays the alms-tax.” He (MGB) was asked, ‘What is the best form of wealth after sheep?’
The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘Cows which give milk in the morning and at night.” He (MGB) was asked, ‘O
Prophet of God! What is the best form of wealth after cows?’ The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘Tall palm
trees which are deeply rooted in the ground. Whoever sells these trees, what he gets in return is as the
dust on top of the mountain which would scatter around with the slightest wind: unless he buys another
palm field instead.” He (MGB) was asked, ‘O Prophet of God! What is the best form of wealth after date
palms?’ The Prophet (MGB) remained silent. A man asked, ‘How about camels?’ The Prophet (MGB)
said, ‘Owning camels involves a lot of misery, hardship, and exertion. You must take it far away in the
morning and night. It lives in the desert. It has no use except for its unfortunate owners to worry that it

”

may be harmed.

4-106 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Musa - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Aba
Abdullah al-Kufy quoted Salih ibn Abi Himad, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Mihran, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Amr ibn Abil Migdam, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on
the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB)
that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Sheep are profitable whether they face you or turn around104. Cows
are also profitable whether they face you or turn around. However, camels are from the regions of the
satans. They cause a loss whether they face you or turn around. They have no use except for their
unfortunate owners who worry that they may get harmed.” The Prophet (MGB) was asked, ‘O Prophet of

!’”

God! Who should then raise camels?’ The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘Unfortunate owners

”»”

Salih ibn Abi Himad added, ‘And then Isma’il ibn Mihran recited a poem in this respect.

4-107 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority of
Hurayz, on the authority of Zurarah that Abu Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “There are four prayers which
one can say at any time. They are: make-up prayers which are said whenever one remembers to make
them up; two unit of the obligatory circumambulation prayer; praying at the time of eclipse; and praying

for the deceased. These are prayers which one can say at any time.”
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There Are Four Types of Judges

4-108 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn al-
Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) saying, “There
are four types of judges: 1- There are those who unknowingly judge right. They will go to Hell. 2- There
are those who unknowingly judge wrong. They will also go to Hell. 3—- There are those who knowingly
judge wrong. They will also go to Hell. 4- There are those who knowingly judge right. They will go to



Paradise.”

A man has to pay for the expenses of four

4-109 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar and Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad
ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Musa ibn Umar, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the
authority of Hurayz, “I asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Whose expenses do | have to pay for?”
The Imam (MGB) replied, “Your parents, your children and your wife.”

The four Prophets who were kings on the Earth

4-110 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Hisham ibn Salim who quoted someone on the authority of Abi
Ja'far al-Baqir (MGB) as having said, “Indeed the Blessed the Sublime God did not appoint any of the
Prophets after Noah as kings on the Earth except for four: Zu/-Qarnayn (the one with two horns) 105
whose name was Ayash; David (MGB); Solomon (MGB); and Joseph (MGB). And Ayash ruled over the
areas between the East and the West. David (MGB) ruled over the area between the Shamat and
Astakhr. This was the same as Solomon’s (MGB) territory. Joseph (MGB) ruled over Egypt and the

surrounding deserts. His reign did not extend elsewhere.”

The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him said, “This is the way this tradition has been
narrated, but | do not think that Zu/-Qarnayn was a Prophet. Rather, | believe that Zu/-Qarnayn was a
good servant of God who liked God. God also liked him. He worked for the sake of God. So God also
helped him. The Commander of the Faithful (MGB) has said, ‘Also you have a Zu/-Qarnayn amongst
you (meaning himself). Zu/-Qarnayn was given the rule by God as He made Saul (i.e. Talut) 106 the King
as the Honorable the Exalted God says, ‘Their Prophet said to them: "(Allah)
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hath appointed Talut as king over you...""107 Talut was a king and it is allowed to bring his name among
the Prophets since he was like them, although he was not a Prophet. As it is allowed for Satan which is
not an angel to be named amongst the angels as the Honorable the Exalted God says, ‘Behold! We said

to the angels, "‘Bow down to Adam": They bowed down except Iblis108. He was one of the Jinns...”’109”

4-111 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn
Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Wahab al-
Baghdady, on the authority of Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Musa ibn Ibrahim al-Marvazy,
on the authority of Abil Hassan Musa ibn Ja’far (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are four

attributes in sunshine. It changes color; creates a bad smell; wears out the clothes; and causes pain.”

Four kinds of medical treatment

4-112 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr,
on the authority of Hafs ibn al-Bakhtari, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “There are
four types of medical treatment. They are cupping, inhaling snuff, inserting a suppository110, and making
an injection.”



Four things will moderate digestion

4-113 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris
quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Al-Sayyari, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Aslam,
on the authority of Nooh ibn Shoayb al-Neishaboory, on the authority of Abdul Aziz ibn al-Mohtadi who
linked it up through a chain of narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “Four things will moderate
digestion: Syrian pomegranates, cooked unripe dates; viola; and chicory.” 111

The Four Characteristics of Leeks

4-114 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali
al-Hamedany, on the authority of Umar ibn Isa, on the authority of Forat ibn Ahnaf, “Abu Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB) was questioned about leeks. The Imam (MGB) said, ‘They have four characteristics: It
makes your mouth smell fresh, it lets off the air from the digestive system; it can stop hemorrhoids, and it

can provide immunity from leprosy if you constantly eat it.”
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Four Signs of Blood Pressure

4-115 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Marar, on the authority of
Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman that Abil Hassan Al-Reza (MGB) said, “Blood pressure has four signs:

itching, pimples; drowsiness, and dizziness.”112

The Four Heavenly Rivers

4-116 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Hilal, on the authority of Isa ibn Abdullah al-Hashemi, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of his grandfather, on the authority of his forefathers, on the
authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are four Heavenly rivers: The Euphrates,
the Nile, Sihran and Jehran. The Euphrates provides water in this world and the Hereafter. The Nile

provides honey. Sehran provides wine and Jehran provides milk.”113

Four Nicknames Admonished Against

4-117 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority
of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his
forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB), “The Prophet (MGB) admonished the people against
using four nicknames: Abi Isa, Abil Hikam, Abi Malik, and Abil Qasim which is Muhammad’s (MGB)

nickname.”



The best and the worst four names

4-118 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted his father, on the authority of Ahmad ibn an-Nazr, on the authority of Amr ibn
Shimr, on the authority of Jabir, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) that on the pulpit God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “Indeed the best four names are Abdullah, Abdul Rahman, Haritha and Himam.
And the worst four names are Zarar, Marrat, Harb and Zalim.”

The forbiddance of using four things and four dishes

4-119 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah
ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Khalid ibn Jarir, on the authority of Abil Rabi’a ash-Shamy, “| asked Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) about chess and backgammon. He (MGB)
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said, ‘God’s Prophet (MGB) said, Do not play them.” | asked, ‘What about listening to songs?’ He (MGB)
said, ‘There is no use in it. Do not listen to them.” | asked, ‘What about drinking date wine?’ He (MGB)
replied, ‘God’s Prophet (MGB) has forbidden drinking any intoxicator. All that is intoxicating is forbidden.’

| asked, ‘What about using the dishes in which wine is made?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘God’s Prophet (MGB)
has forbidden four kinds of them which are: Daba, Mazqat, Hantam and Nagir.” | asked, ‘What are
these?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘Daba refers to squash skin. Mazqgat refers the potter’s vat. Hantam refers to
grey colored pots and Nagir refers a wooden dish which was carved out until its middle became empty
during the Age of Ignorance and they filled it with dates. Some have said that Hantam refers to green

”

pots.

4-120 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Abi Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-
Hussein ibn Zayd ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ali Abi Talib, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB), “God’s Prophet (MGB) ordered us to bury the following four
things: hair, teeth, nails and blood.”

Four of the Characteristics of the Prophets

4-121 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of Aban, on the authority of Al-Halabi that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Indeed
perseverance, kindness, patience and being good-tempered are of the characteristics of the Prophets.”



Four who Cannot Shorten Their Prayers

4-122 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Ja’far al-Kumaydany quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Hurayz, on the authority of
Zurarah that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “The following four people cannot shorten their prayers
whether they are at home or on a journey: quadruped keepers who rents them; those who drive the

rented quadrupeds; the (long-distance) couriers; and the desert shepherds.”

The compiler of the book said, “Courier refers to a postman.”
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Do Not Shorten Prayers On Four Occasions Due to God'’s

Treasure

4-123 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn al-Nue’man, on the authority of
Aba Abdullah Al-Barqy, on the authority of Ali ibn Mahzyar and Abi Ali ibn Rashid, on the authority of
Hammad ibn Isa that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “One should not shorten his prayers on four
occasions due to the Honorable the Exalted God’s Treasure. They are: the Honorable the Exalted God’s
Shrine (the Ka'ba); the Shrine of God’s Prophet (MGB); the Shrine of the Commander of the Faithful
Imam Ali (MGB), and the Shrine of Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB).”

The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him - said, “What is meant here is that one should
not shorten his prayers in these holy shrines by the usual practice by intending to stay there for less than

ten days for one who travels.”

The four verses to prostrate after

4-124 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of Davood ibn Sarhan that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said,
“You must prostrate whenever you read either of the following four Quranic Chapters: A/-Alaq,
‘Proclaim! (or read!) in the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who created...” (‘Igra Bisme Rabika Al-azi
Khalaq)114; An-Najm115, Tanzil al-Sajdah116; and Ha-Mim as-Sajdah.” 117

One cannot move on the Resurrection Day until asked about

four things

4-125 Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Al-Asady narrated that Rogaya - the daughter of Ishaq ibn Musa
ibn Ja’far ibon Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) quoted her father - Ishaq ibn
Musa ibn Ja’far, on the authority of his father Musa ibn Ja’far (MGB), on the authority of his father Ja’far
ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bagir (MGB), on
the authority of his father Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on
the authority of the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “A



servant will be asked about four (things) on the Resurrection Day before he can move: how he spent his
lifetime; what he used his youth for; how he earned his income; and how he spent it; and about our love

- the love for the members of the Holy Household.”
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The Prophet was ordered to love four people

4-126 Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hassan, known as Ibn Mugayrih al-Qazvini narrated that Ubaydullah

ibn Abdul Rahman ibn Vagid in Baghdad quoted Isma’il ibn Musa, on the authority of Sharik, on the



authority of Abi Rabi’a al-Ayadi, on the authority of Ibn Barida, on the authority of his father that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “Indeed the Honorable the Exalted God ordered me to love four people.” He (MGB)
was asked, “O Prophet of God! Who are they?” The Prophet (MGB) replied, “Ali is one of them. | was
also ordered to love Salman, Abuzar and Migdad. | was told that God also loves them.”

4-127 Abu Abdullah al-Hussein ibn Muhammad al-Ashnani - the judge in Balkh - narrated that his
grandfather quoted lbrahim ibn Nasr, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Sharik,
on the authority of Abi Rabi’a al-Ayadi, on the authority of Ibn Barida, on the authority of his father that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God ordered me to love four of my companions.
| was also informed that God loves them.” He (MGB) was told, “O Prophet of God! Who are they? We
love to be amongst them.” The Prophet (MGB) said, “Ali (MGB) is one of them.” They he (MGB) became
silent. Then he (MGB) went on saying, “Ali (MGB) is one of them. The rest are Abuzar, Salman and
Migdad ibn al-Aswad al-Kindi.”

The first four to enter Paradise

4-128 Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Qazvini narrated that Abdullah ibn Zaydan quoted Al-
Hassan ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Hassan ibn Hussein, on the authority of Yahya ibn Mosavir,
on the authority of Abi Khalid, on the authority of Zayd ibn Ali, on the authority of his forefathers that Al
ibn Abi Talib (MGB) said, “I complained to God’s Prophet (MGB) about those who envied me. The
Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Are you not happy that the first ones who go to Heaven are me and you.

”

Then our offspring will enter from the back. Then our followers will come from the right and left.

The four characteristics of a hypocrite

4-129 Al-Hassan ibn Abdullah ibn Sa’id al-Askari narrated that the judge - Muhammad ibn Musa ibn
al-Walid quoted Yahya ibn Hatam, on the authority of Yazid ibn Harun, on the authority of Shu’bat, on
the authority of Al-A’amash, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Mar’rat, on the authority of Masrug, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Masood that the Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever possesses four characteristics
is a hypocrite. Even if one has only one of these characteristics he is a hypocrite, unless he gives up that
characteristic: one who lies when he talks; one who breaks his promises; one who breaks his pledges;
and one who cheats when he fights.”
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The four kings of the Earth: two believers and two atheists

4-130 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy narrated that his father quoted
Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Khalid who linked it up through a
chain of narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “There were four kings on the Earth: two of the
believers and two of the atheists. The two of the believers were Solomon - the son of David (MGB) and
Zul-Qarnayn. The name of Zul-Qarnayn was Abdullah ibn Zahhak ibn Ma’d. The two atheists were
Nimrood and Bakht ul-Nasr.”

The Four Ways the Prophet’'s Traditions Reach the People

4-131 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority of
Ibrahim ibn Umar al-Yamani and Umar ibn Azineh, on the authority of Aban ibn Abi Ayyash, on the
authority of Salim ibn Qays al-Hilaly, “I once asked the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB), ‘O



Commander of the Faithful! | have heard from Salman, Migdad and Abuzar some interpretations (of the
Quran) and traditions from the Prophet (MGB) which differ with what is in the hands of the people. Then
| heard that you acknowledged what | had heard from the people. There are many things in the hands of
the people including interpretations of the Quran and traditions of the Prophet (MGB) with which you
disagree and consider invalid. Do you think that the people falsely ascribe these traditions to God’s
Prophet (MGB) and interpret the Quran as they wish?’ Then Ali (MGB) faced me and said, ‘You asked.
Now try to understand the answer. In fact, what exists in the hands of the people includes truth and
falsehood; right and wrong; etc.

During the Prophet’s lifetime, they ascribed so many lies to him that he was forced to stand up and say,
‘O people! The lies ascribed to me have become too much. Whoever intentionally ascribes lies to me will
go to Hell.” However, there were a lot more lies ascribed to him. Indeed the Prophet’s narrations only
reach you from four persons. Firstly, narrations may reach you from a hypocrite who claims to believe in
public, but has not hesitation whatsoever to ascribe lies to the Prophet (MGB). The people would not
accept his lies, if they know that he is a hypocrite. However, the people believe what he says, because
they think that he has seen the Prophet (MGB) and has heard what he says from the Prophet (MGB).
They do not really know him. However, the Honorable the Exalted God has informed us about the
hypocrites and their characteristics and said, ‘When thou lookest at them, their exteriors please thee;

and when they speak, thou listenest to their words... 118
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Such hypocrites existed even after the Prophet (MGB). They got close to the leaders who misled the
people and invite to the fire, and spoke in favor of them so that they may be hired to fill major positions.
The people usually follow their leaders, unless they are saved by God.

Secondly, narrations may reach you through a man who has heard something from God’s Prophet
(MGB), but has not memorized it. He has no intentions of lying but he has not understood it well. He
possesses incorrect narrations. He instructs others to follow them and follows them himself. He narrates
them for others and says that he has heard it from God’s Prophet. If the Muslims know that it is wrong,
they would not accept it from him. It may even be the case that he might discard it, if he knew it was

wrong.

Thirdly, narrations may reach you from someone who has heard that God’s Prophet (MGB) has issued
an order, but has not heard that God’s Prophet (MGB) himself has later issued an opposite order. Or he
may have heard that God’s Prophet (MGB) has admonished against something, but has not heard that
God’s Prophet (MGB) himself has later advised it. He remembers it one way but he has either not heard
or doesn’t remember it the other way. If the Muslims knew that such and such an order has later been
dismissed, they would abandon it.

Fourthly, narrations may reach you from someone who has not ascribed lies to the Prophet of God
(MGB). Rather he hates to lie since he fears the Honorable the Exalted God and honors God’s Prophet
(MGB). Such a person may have memorized whatever he has heard from God’s Prophet (MGB) and
may restate his words in exactly the same way that he has heard them. However, it may be the case
that they use one decree and not use its opposite. The decrees of the Prophet (MGB) are similar to the
verses of the Quran. There are ones that are opposite to the previous ones (to cancel or change them).
The Prophet (MGB) had many such statements. We must accept what the Prophet (MGB) has said, and
abandon what he has withheld as the Honorable the Exalted God said in His Book, “..So take what the
Messenger assigns to you, and deny yourselves that which he withholds from you. And fear Allah for

Allah is strict in Punishment.’119

Whoever doesn'’t realize what God and the Prophet (MGB) meant would fall into error. It is not the case
that all the companions of the Prophet (MGB) could give the proper answer to whatever they may be
asked. Some of them asked some questions, but never tried to understand the answer. It seemed hard
for them to understand things. They waited for a Bedouin to come and ask questions from the Prophet



(MGB), so that they may hear the
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Prophet’s response. | always had an especial time during the day and at night with the Prophet (MGB).
He (MGB) let me be with him (MGB) during these times. All the companions of the Prophet (MGB) knew
well that he (MGB) never treated anyone else this way. Sometimes the Prophet (MGB) came to see me
in my house. Sometimes | went to see the Prophet (MGB) in his house. He (MGB) would then tell his
wives to leave the room and had a private meeting with me. When the Prophet (MGB) came to see me
in my house, he (MGB) would not tell Fatimah (MGB) or any of my children to leave. He (MGB)
responded to whatever | asked. He (MGB) talked whenever | finished asking questions and remained
silent. He (MGB) would clearly recite to me whatever Quranic verse which was revealed to him (MGB),
so that | may write it in my own handwriting. He (MGB) taught me their interpretation and the other
related issues. He (MGB) asked God to help me memorize it. | have not forgotten any of the verses of
the Holy Quran and any of the knowledge which he (MGB) stated to me and | wrote it down. The
Prophet (MGB) did not withhold anything from me and taught me whatever God had taught him including
issues such as the legitimate and the illegitimate; obligatory and forbidden deeds; books of the previous
Prophets; their enjoining to do good deeds and admonishing against evil deeds. | memorized everything
and did not forget anything. Then he put his hand on my chest and asked God to fill up my heart with
knowledge, understanding, wisdom and light. | said, ‘O Prophet of God! May my parents be your
ransom! | have forgotten nothing and have written all of that which you taught me since the time you
prayed to God for me. Are you worried that | may forget them?’ The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘No. | am

”

not worried about that at all.

4-132 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that



Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Abu Sa’id Sahl ibn Zyad al-Adamy, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Bashar al-
Vaseti, on the authority of Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah al-Dihgan, on the authority of Durost ibn Abi
Mansoor al-Vaseti, on the authority of Umar ibn Azineh, on the authority of Zurarah ibn A’ayan, on the
authority of Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “It is
enough to do as much good in return for a favor as has been done for you. If you do more than has
been done to you, then you are being grateful. One who is grateful is also generous. One should
recognizes that whatever good he does, he indeed dose it for himself. Thus, one will no longer expect
anyone to return his favors, nor will he expect any friendship in return for his friendly deeds. Do not
demand anything from others in return for what you do for yourself so as to guard your own honor.
Anyone who asks you for something from you has indeed disregarded his own honor. So do not

disregard your own reputation and fulfill his request.”
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4-133 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the
authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of Salim - the servant of Tarbal that he had heard Abi Ja’far
al-Bagqir (MGB) say, “The world is making progress. Whatever you earn in this world, you earn it despite
your weaknesses. Yet, you may lose some thing and not be able to hold on to them with all your

strength.”



He (MGB) then added, “Whoever forgets about what he has lost is in comfort, and whoever is pleased

with what he has been granted will be cheerful.”

4-134 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of a man from Khoza’at, on the authority of Aslami, on the
authority of his father that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “You should learn Arabic since it is the

language with which God has spoken to His servants. Utter the words properly.”

The compiler of the book - Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein - may God be pleased with him - said,
“This narration has also been narrated by Abu Saeed Adami who has added the following at the end,
‘and wear your rings on your little finger or your ring finger not on the thumb since that has been a

"

practice of the people of Lot. 120

4-135 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of Abi Ayoob al-Khizaz, on the authority of Abil Vard, on the authority of Abi Ja’far
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Baqir (MGB), “God’s Prophet (MGB) addressed the people on the last Friday of
the Arabic month of Shaban. He glorified God, praised Him, and then said, ‘O People! Indeed, a month
has come in which each night is better than a thousand months. It is the month of Ramazan. God has
prescribed fasting during it for you. Whoever stays up one night during that month and prays will receive
the reward of one who has stayed up for seventy nights in other months and prayed. If you do any good
deeds during that month, you will receive the reward of one who has done seventy good deeds in other
months. If you perform any obligatory deeds in that month, your reward will be that of seventy similar
cases in other months. It is the month of patience. The reward of patience is Paradise. Ramazan is the
month of sympathy. It is the month in which God increases the share of a believer’s daily bread.
Whoever feeds another believer (to break his fast) shall be given the reward
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of freeing a slave. His past sins will also be forgiven.” It was said to him (MGB), ‘O Prophet of God! Not
all of us are able to feed another believer to break his fast!” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Indeed the
Honorable the Exalted God is generous. He would even give this reward to those of you who have
nothing but a cup of milk, some juice, water or a date to feed another believer to break his fast. Whoever
helps his slave with his duties during this month will be rewarded by God with an easier Reckoning. It is
the month whose beginning is mercy, whose middle is forgiveness, and whose end is answering and
releasing from the Fire. In it you are in need of four qualities: two qualities with which to please God, and
two qualities with which you ask for the fulfillment of your own needs. The two qualities with which to
please God are: testify that there is no god but God, and that | (Muhammad) am God’s Prophet. And the
two qualities with which you may ask for the fulfillment of your needs are: Ask God for your needs and

”»”

Paradise during that month. Also ask God to protect you from the Fire of Hell.

Animals Can Recognize Four Things

4-136 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Ali ibn Re’ab, on the authority of Abi Hamzih that Ali ibn al-Hussein as-
Sajjad (MGB) said, “Animals can recognize four things: their Lord - the Blessed the Sublime; death;

male and female; and pastures.”

God Created Horses from Four Things

4-137 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be



pleased with them - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris and Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein, on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Ali, on the authority of Abi Khalid Zayd ibn Mihran, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul
Jab’bar, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Zayd, “It has been reported to me that the Honorable the
Exalted God has created horses from four things: the great ocean encompassing the world; fire; tears of
an angle called Ibrahim and a clean well.”

This is a part of a long narration. Here only a short part of it is cited due to its length.

The four winds

4-138 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-
Hassan al-Saffar quoted Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the

authority of Ali ibn Re’ab and Hisham ibn Salim, on the authority of Abi Basir, “| asked Aba Ja’far al-
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Baqir (MGB) regarding the four winds: the North wind; the South wind; the Eurus wind from the East121;
and the Zephyr wind from the West122. | told him, ‘The people say that the North wind blows from
Paradise and the South wind blows from Hell. He (MGB) replied, ‘The Honorable the Exalted God has
troops of winds with which He chastises the disobedient ones which He pleases to chastise. An angel is
appointed to each wind. Whenever the Honorable the Exalted God wishes to impose a certain form of
chastisement to a nation, He would inspire that appointed angel with what kind of chastisement He
wants to be imposed upon them. The angel would issue an order to the wind to blow and the wind will
roar like a lion. Each wind has a name. Consider what the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘The Ad

(people) (too) rejected (Truth): then how terrible was My Penalty and My Warning?’123 And God

mentions a wind to torture them as we read, ‘For We sent against them a furious wind, on a Day of

violent Disaster, plucking out men as if they were roots of palm-trees torn up (from the ground). 124
When the people talk of the North wind, the South wind, the Eurus or the Zephyr, they ascribe these
winds to their appointed angels.”

People Are in Four Groups

4-139 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahman al-Mugar’ri narrated that Abu Amr Muhammad ibn
Ja’far al-Mugar’ri al-Gorjany quoted Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Mooseli in Baghdad, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Asim al-Tarifi, on the authority of Abu Zayd Ayash ibn Zayd ibn al-Hassan
ibn Ali al-Kihal - the servant of Zayd ibn Ali, on the authority of Zayd ibn al-Hassan, on the authority of
Musa ibn Ja’far (MGB), on the authority of his father Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), “People are
in four groups: ignorant people who get ruined by obeying their whims; haughty worshippers who get
haughtier as they worship more; scholars who want to have more followers and be admired; and
knowledgeable ones on the right path who wish to follow that path but cannot. The last group are the

best people in your era and they have the most wisdom.”

The Four Type of Sleeping

4-140 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Ali ibn Abdullah al-Basry in llaq narrated that the preacher
Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Jabalat quoted Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Amer al-



Ta’ee, on the authority of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), on the authority of Musa ibn Ja’far al-Kazim
(MGB), on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al
al-Bagir (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of al-Hussein
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ibn Ali (MGB), “The Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) was in the Jamea Mosque in Kufa. A
Syrian man came up to him and asked some questions including the following. He asked, ‘Tell me about
sleeping. How many kinds of sleeping are there?’ He (MGB) replied, “There are four kinds of sleeping:
the sleeping of the Prophets who sleep on their backs; the sleeping of the faithful believers who sleep on
their right sides; the sleeping of the rulers and their offspring who sleep on their left sides so that they
may digest all that they have eaten; and the sleeping of Satan, his brethren, and the insane ones who

sleep on their stomachs.”



Satan Cried Out Four Times

4-141 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn
Faz’zal, on the authority of Ali ibn Agabah, on the authority of some companions that Aba Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB) said, “Satan cried out four times. Firstly, it was on the day on which it was cursed. The
second time was when it was sent down to the Earth. The third time was when Muhammad (MGB) was
appointed to the Prophethood at the end of the Prophethood chain. Then it was when the Fatiha Chapter
of the Quran was revealed. Satan was pleased twice: when Adam (MGB) ate of the forbidden tree, and

when Adam (MGB) was sent down to the Earth.”

Four things are vain to do

4-142 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Ja’far al-Kumaydany quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam who linked it up through a chain of narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB), “O Ali! Four things are done in vain: eating after (attaining) satiety; lighting a lamp in moonlight;

planting seeds in salty ground; and doing a favor for people who are not worthy of it.”

4-143 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid
al-Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Hatam al-Qat’tan, on the authority of Hammad ibn Amr, on the
authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority
of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that the Prophet (MGB) in his will to
Ali (MGB) said, “O Ali! Four things are done in vain: eating after (attaining) satiety; lighting a lamp in
moonlight; planting seeds in salty ground; and doing a favor for people who are not worthy of it.”
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4-144 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority of
Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah al-Dihgan, on the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor al-Vaseti, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Four things are done in vain: being friends with disloyal
ones; doing good to ungrateful ones; teaching those who do not listen; and entrusting secrets with those

who would not safeguard them.”

As-Sadiq Said that the Muslims Have Four Festive Days

4-145 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Musa - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Aba
Abdullah al-Kufy quoted Al-Hussein ibn Ubaydullah al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa
ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Yahya, on the authority of his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn
Rashid, on the authority of Al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar, “I asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), ‘How many
festive days do the Muslims have?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘Four.” | said, ‘I know about the two Eids
(Festivals) and Fridays.” The Imam (MGB) said, ‘Even nobler and greater than them is the eighteenth
day of Dhul-Hijja. That was the day on which God’s Prophet (MGB) raised Ali (MGB) up and appointed
him as the Master of the people.’ | asked, ‘What should we do on that day?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘It
is incumbent upon you to fast in gratitude and recite glorifications for God, even though God deserves to
be thanked all the time. The Prophets (MGB) appointed their Trustees in the same manner. You should
fast on the day on which the Trustee was appointed and consider it as a day of festivity. For whoever
fasts on that day, it would be considered to be more rewarding than doing good deeds for sixty years.’



Regarding God’s words to Abraham (MGB), ‘Take four birds.

Tame them to turn to thee...’

4-146 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Abu Samina Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufy, on the authority of Musa ibn Sa’edan,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Qasim, on the authority of Salih ibn Sahl that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said the following regarding the Honorable the Exalted God’s words, ‘Take four birds. Tame them
fo turn to thee. Put a portion of them on every hill and call out to them. They will come to thee (flying)
with speed. Then know that God is Exalted in Power, Wise. 125

The Imam (MGB) said, “Abraham (MGB) took a hoopoe, a shrike, a peacock and a crow. He chopped
them into pieces and mixed them up. Then he placed a part of their mixed flesh on top of (each of) the

ten hills
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around there. He held each bird’s beak in his hand. He placed some seeds and water near himself and
called out to them. The various parts of each bird started to fly towards each other and formed a perfect
body. Each body went towards its own head and joined it to become a live bird. Then Abraham (MGB)
let their beaks go. The birds flew and then landed. They drank the water and ate some seeds and said,
‘O Prophet of God! You have revived us. May God revive you.” Abraham (MGB) said, ‘It is God who

revives and takes away life. He has power over all things.” This is the superficial interpretation.”

The Imam (MGB) added, “However, the deep interpretation of this verse is as follows: Find four of the
wise people. Teach them your knowledge. Send them around the world to invite the people to worship
God.”

The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him - said, “I believe that Abraham (MGB) was
ordered to do both things. The birds which he was ordered to catch were: a peacock, an eagle, a rooster
and a duck. | heard Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Tayfur say the following regarding the
following verse of the Holy Quran, ‘Behold! Abraham said, "My Lord! Show me how Thou givest life to
the dead." He said, "Dost thou not then believe?" He said, "Yea! but to satisfy My own undertaking." He
said, "Take four birds; Tame them to turn to thee; put a portion of them on every hill and call to them:

They will come to thee (Flying) with speed. Then know that Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise. 126

“Indeed the Honorable the Exalted God ordered Abraham to visit one of His good servants. When
Abraham saw him, the man told him, ‘Indeed the Blessed the Sublime God has a servant in this world
called Abraham whom He has taken as His friend.” Abraham asked him, ‘What are the signs of this
servant?’ The man said, ‘God will bring back to life the dead for him.” Then Abraham had doubts that he
himself may not be that servant. That is why Abraham asked God to bring the dead back to life for him.
127

"

‘He said, "Dost thou not then believe?" He said, "Yea! but to satisfy My own undertaking.

That was when he was ordered to offer his son Ishmael. Indeed the Honorable the Exalted God ordered
Abraham (MGB) to offer four birds - a peacock, an eagle, a duck and a rooster. The peacock referred to
the adornments of this world. The eagle referred to great expectations. The duck referred to being
needy, and the rooster referred to lustfulness. Indeed, in order to revive Abraham’s heart, the Honorable
the Exalted God told him that he should abandon these four characteristics, since as long as he have

them you cannot be with God.”
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The Imam (MGB) was asked, ‘Why did God ask Abraham whether or not he believed in God, although
God is well-aware of his secrets and conditions?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘When Abraham (MGB)

said, ‘My Lord! Show me how Thou givest life to the dead?’ It seems that on the surface Abraham had
doubts. However, this was asked so that he may be given a chance to answer and be acquitted of any

such accusations.”

The four characteristics despised by God

4-147 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sejezy narrated that Ibn Sa’ed quoted Hamzih ibn al-Abbas al-Marvazy,
on the authority of Yahya ibn Nasr ibn Hajib, on the authority of Varga ibn Umar, on the authority of al-
A’amash, on the authority of Abi Salih, on the authority of Abi Hurayrih that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“The Honorable the Exalted God despises one who swears, is corrupt, begs or makes persistent
requests.”

1. Imam al-Bagir (MGB)

2. opaque semi-precious stone of greenish-blue or sky-blue color used in jewelry; greenish-blue color.

3. See footnote for 1-21.

4. The Holy Quran: Chapter 11.

5. The Holy Quran: Chapter 96.

6. The Holy Quran: Chapter 77.

7. The Holy Quran: Chapter 78.

8. See footnote for 1-21.

9. A year after the signing of the Treaty of Hudaybiyah, the Prophet (MGB) was able to lead two-thousand pilgrims on the
Umra Hajj. Quraysh vacated Mecca and watched the rites from the hills above the city. The agreed period of three days
was observed, after which the Muslims returned to Medina.

10. The Umra performed in lieu of the Umra which the Prophet (MGB) could not perform because the pagans prevented

him from performing that Umra Hajj.



11. A waystation between Al-Taif and Mecca where on their return from the Battle of Al-Taif they stopped and divided up
the booties.

12. Though which the Trusteeship is clearly transferred from one Divine Leader to the next.

13. See footnote for 1-21.

14. Houries are described splendid companions of equal age well-matched", "lovely eyed', of "modest gaze", "voluptuous”,
"pure beings" or "companions pure" of paradise, denoting humans and genies who enter Paradise after being recreated
anew in the Hereafter.

15. See footnote for 1-21.

16. A precious mineral.

17. Killed as a sacrifice.

18. “Qa’ed al-Qur-1I-Muhaj’jelin” — those who are proud of their deeds. Some have interpreted this to refer to those whose
hands, feet and foreheads are white due to extended prostrations.

19. See footnote for 1-21.

20. Hashemite is the Latin version of the Arabic Hashemi and traditionally refers to those belonging to the Bani Hashim, or
"clan of Hashim", a clan within the larger Quraysh tribe.

21. Killed as a sacrifice.

22. This is a weak tradition and seems to be made up.

23. See footnote for 1-21.

24. She was forty years old when she proposed to marry the Prophet of twenty—five years of age. After fifteen years of their
marriage he was assigned to the Prophethood. She had been married twice before she married the Prophet Muhammad
(MGB). Her first husband was Aby Haleh Al-Tamemy and her second husband was Oteaq Almakzomy. They had both died
leaving Khadijah a widow. Khadijah died in 621 A.D. This was the same year the Prophet (MGB) ascended into heaven
(Miraj).

25. Maryam.

26. See footnote for 1-21.

27. Maryam.

28. She was forty years old when she proposed to marry the Prophet of twenty-five years of age. After fifteen years of their
marriage he was assigned to the Prophethood. She had been married twice before she married the Prophet Muhammad
(MGB). Her first husband was Aby Haleh Al-Tamemy and her second husband was Oteaq Almakzomy. They had both died
leaving Khadijah a widow. Khadijah died in 621 A.D. This was the same year the Prophet (MGB) ascended into heaven
(Miraj).

29. High-ranking executive officer in Muslim countries

30. You can see the complete list of questions and answers in Chapter 24 of Uyun Akhbar Al-Reza.

31. Any of a genus of chiefly desert shrubs and trees having tiny narrow leaves and masses of minute flowers with five
stamens and a one-celled ovary.

32. Lote-trees: A large tree (Celtis australis), found in the south of Europe. It has hard wood, and bears a cherry-like fruit.
Also called a nettle tree. As we read, “But they turned away (from God), and We sent against them the Flood (released)
from the dams, and We converted their two garden (rows) into gardens producing bitter fruit, and tamarisks, and a few
(stunted) lote-trees.” [The Holy Quran: Saba 34:16]

33. As said by Satan

34. Refers to Adam who was cast out of Heaven down to the Earth

35. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

36. A collection of pus or purulent matter in any part of an animal body; an abscess.

37. Hemiplegia is a condition where there is paralysis in one vertical half of a patient's body. This is not hemiparesis
wherein one half of the body is weakened, i.e. one arm and its corresponding leg are weak. Hemiplegia is similar to
hemiparesis, but hemiparesis is considered less severe.



38. See footnote for 1-21.

39. Who is Rabi’at ibn Amru.

40. Implying the best worldly possessions.

41. Hashemite is the Latin version of the Arabic Hashemi and traditionally refers to those belonging to the Bani Hashim, or
“clan of Hashim", a clan within the larger Quraysh tribe.

42. See footnote for 1-21.

43. The Quraysh tribe branched out into various tribes, the most famous of whom were Jumah, Sahm, ‘Adi, Makhzum,
Tayim, Zahra and the three tribes of Qusai bin Kilab: ‘Abdud-Dar bin Qusai, Asad bin ‘Abdul ‘Uzza bin Qusai and Abd
Manaf bin Qusai. The Abd Manaf tribe branched out into four tribes: ‘Abd Shams, Nawfal, Mutalib and Hashim. However, it
is from the family of Hashim that God selected the Prophet Muhammad (MGB). The Prophet Muhammad (MGB) said, "God
selected Ishmael from the sons of Abraham, Kinana from the sons of Ishmael, Quraysh from the sons of Kinana, Hashim
from the sons of Quraysh and He selected me from the sons of Hashim."

44. Tabari records that while Uthman was besieged when Ibn Abbas met Ayesha as she was making her way to perform
Hajj. Ayesha wanted Ibn Abbas to turn against Uthman and she appealed to him stating: “lon Abbas, | entreat you by God:
abandon this man, sow doubt about him among the people, for you have been given a sharp tongue. Their powers of
discernment have been clarified, the beacon light is raised high to guide them, and (the Caliph’s associates) have milked
the lands that once abounded in good things. | have seen Talha b. Ubaydullah take possession of the keys to the public
treasuries and storehouses. If he becomes the Caliph, he will follow in the path of his paternal cousin Abu Bakr”. According
to (Ibn Abbas): | said, “O Mother (of the Believers), if some evil were to befall that man [namely, Uthman], the people would
seek only asylum with our companion [namely, Ali].” She replied, “Be quiet! | have no desire to defy or quarrel with you”.
History of Tabari [English translation], Vol. 15 pp. 289-2309.

45. His claim that Zyad was his step-brother violated the Prophet's command on such matters.

46. The Holy Quran: At-Tauba 9:102.

47. The Holy Quran: Shura 42:23.

48. From Egypt a contingent of about 1,000 people were sent to Medina. Their instructions were to overthrow the
government of Uthman, and to murder him. Similar contingents marched from Kufa and Basra to Medina. They sent their
representatives to Medina to contact the leaders of public opinion. The representatives of the contingent from Egypt waited
on Ali (MGB), and offered him the Caliphate in succession to Uthman, which Ali (MGB) turned down. The representatives of
the contingent from Kufa waited on Al-Zubayr, while the representatives of the contingent from Basra waited on Talhah,
and offered them their allegiance as the next Caliph, which were both turned down. This move on the part of the rebels
neutralized the bulk of public opinion in Medina and it could no longer offer a united front, so it became a divided house.
Uthman could enjoy the active support of the Umayyads, and a few other people in Medina. The rest of the people of
Medina chose to be neutral and help neither side. The situation in Medina was a big gain for the rebels. When they felt
satisfied that the people of Medina would not offer them any resistance, they entered the city of Medina and laid siege to
the house of Uthman. The rebels declared that no harm from them would come to any person who choose not to resist
them. The early stage of the siege of Uthman’s house was not severe, the rebels merely hovered around the house and did
not place any restrictions on him. Uthman went to the Al-Masjid al-Nabawi as usual, and led the prayers. The rebels
offered prayers under the leadership of Uthman. While Uthman addressed the people in the Al-Masjid al-Nabawi he was
criticized by seditionists. At this the supporters of Uthman took up cudgels on his behalf. Tempers flared up on both sides,
hot words were exchanged between the parties, and that led to the pelting of stones at one another. One of the stones hit
Uthman, he fell unconscious and was carried to his house, still unconscious. The proceedings in the mosque showed that
most of the people of Medina preferred to be neutral and watch developments. When the rebels felt that the people of
Medina were not likely to offer active support to Uthman, they changed their strategy, and tightened the siege of the house
of Uthman. Uthman was denied the freedom to move about and was not allowed to go to the mosque. As the days passed,
the rebels became bolder and intensified their pressure against Uthman. They forbade the entry of any food or provisions,
and later water as well, into his house. Ramlah bint Abi-Sufyan, a widow of Muhammad (MGB), came to see Uthman and
brought some water and provisions for him but she was not allowed to enter. Ayesha, made a similar attempt, and she was
also prevailed upon by the rebels to go back. With the departure of the pilgrims from Medina to Mecca, the hands of the



rebels were further strengthened, and as a consequence the crisis deepened further. The rebels understood that after the
Hajj, the Muslims gathered in Mecca might march to Medina to relieve Uthman. They therefore decided to take action
against Uthman before the pilgrimage was over. During the siege, Uthman was asked by his supporters, who outnumbered
the rebels, to let them fight against the rebels and rout them. Uthman prevented them in an effort to avoid the bloodshed of
Muslim by Muslim. The gates of the palace of Uthman were shut and guarded by Abd-Allah ibn al-Zubayr. The sons of Al,
Al-Hassan ibn Ali (MGB) and Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB), were also among those who guarded the gates of the palace.
There was a skirmish between the rebels and the supporters of Uthman at the gate, some rebels were killed, and were
finally pushed back. Among the supporters of Uthman, Hadsan ibn Ali, Marwan and some other people were wounded.
Finding the gate of Uthman's palace strongly guarded by his supporters, the rebels climbed the back wall and entered
inside, leaving the guards on the gate unaware of what was going on inside. It is said that Uthman was reading the Quran
when the rebels entered his room and struck blows at his head. Naila, the wife of Uthman, threw herself on his body to
protect him. Raising her hand to protect him she had her fingers chopped off and was pushed aside, and further blows were
struck until he was dead. The slaves of Uthman fell on the people whose blows had killed Uthman and, in turn, killed them.
49. In 656 A.D. Uthman was killed by rebellious Muslim soldiers. The rebels then asked Ali (MGB) to be the new caliph. He
is reported to have refused the caliphate. He agreed to rule only after his followers persisted. Ayesha raised an army which
confronted Ali's army outside the city of Basra.

50. Ayesha had long hated Ali, and wished that, when the aged Uthman died, her own kinsman, Zubayr, should become
the Caliph. When Uthman was assassinated, she was not in Medina, having gone to Mecca a few weeks previously to
perform the pilgrimage. The news of Uthman's murder reached her when she was on the way back. She returned
immediately to Mecca and incited the citizens against Ali. The fiery address set a match to the smoldering fire of discontent.
The first to respond to Ayesha's call was Abdullah bin Amur, the Uthmanid governor of Mecca. Those Umayyads who had
fled from Medina after the ghastly murder of Uthman now also joined Ayesha, and when Talha and Zubayr sided with to
Ayesha, many more of the Quraysh clamored to join in the rebellion. Ayesha advocated the march on Basra. Throwing off
the veil ordained, Ayesha now took command of the army. The money to equip it came from the Yemen treasury, brought
to Mecca by the governor whom Ali had deposed. It is, however, clear from the sources that in the battle between Ali and
Ayesha, the triumvirate was fighting for personal reasons rather than for the blood of Uthman, which was a timely and
convenient pretext for them. Ali had been obliged to abandon the Syrian campaign against Muaviyah, deciding instead, to
use his small force against Ayesha, who had hatched a rebellion. Ayesha occupied Basra. Ali’s ascetic life had not chilled
his martial fervor and at the advanced age of sixty, he still retained the vigor of a much younger man. He was, however,
anxious to avoid the shedding of Muslim blood by Muslims. The two armies eventually encamped in the Wadi-us-Saba
(Valley of the Lion) near the village of Khuraiba outside Basra, facing each other. Ayesha, on the advice of some of her
followers, went so far as to mount her camel, al-Askar and that is why this battle is called the Battle of Camel, which took
place on the tenth of Jamada Il, December 4, 656 A.D. The battle began and reached a critical stage. Ali (MGB) ordered his
men not to take the offence, unless the enemy began to attack. He gave further stringent orders that no wounded should be
slain, no fugitive pursued, no plunder seized nor the privacy of any house violated. The showers of arrows were pouring in
from the Ayesha's side, and Ali (MGB) forbade his soldiers to return the shot and bade them wait. Wherever the camel of
Ayesha stood, there the battle was waged most fiercely. As long as that animal was standing the battle continued. Ali
(MGB) therefore deputed one of his men to cut off its legs. The warrior slipped behind the camel, did as he was bidden, and
the camel thudded to the ground. Within a very short time the bugle sounded the end of the battle. After the battle, Ali went
over to Ayesha's camp, where he treated her with greatest deference, "For," said he, "respect must be shown to her
because she is the spouse of the Holy Prophet." In the care of her brother, and under the command of his own two sons, Ali
then sent Ayesha to Medina. She was shown every deference and given forty hand-maids. Ali himself accompanied her
retinue on foot for a short distance, before bidding her farewell. "It befits your dignity", Ali said to her, "to remain in your
house and not to meddle in politics or to share the rough life of the battlefield, nor to join any party in future which may
tarnish the glory of your name, or become the authoress of a second rebellion." To this Ayesha replied, "By God! there
existed no enmity between Ali and me, save a few petty domestic squabbles." On her return to Medina, Ayesha led a life of
seclusion. She is said to have died in 678 A.D. at the age of 66.

51. Abu Sufyan was married to Hind bint Utbah, who in 602A.D. gave birth to Muaviyah, who later established the Umayyad



dynasty. Abu Sufyan also had sexual relations with his kinswoman Saffya bint abi al-A'as, who bore him a daughter called
Ramlah. Against her father's wish, Ramlah converted to Islam and migrated to Abyssinia with her husband. Later, after
Ubayd-Allah had converted to Christianity, she moved to Medina and became one of Muhammad's wives, better known as
"Umm Habiba" When Abu Sufyan heard about the marriage he commented, “this stallion will not be hit on the nose...” a
phrase meaning that the husband is suitable for the bride (an unsuitable stallion trying to mate with a mare would be hit on
the nose, hence the phrase). She later played an important role in his father's diplomatic attempts at reaching a settlement
with Muhammad (MGB). Abu Sufyan is also the father of Zyad ibn Abihi who was an illegitimate child. Abu Sufyan never
recognized him during his lifetime, but in 664, his son Muaviyah controversially recognized Zyad as a brother. Muaviyah’s
declaring that Zyad was his brother, was the first act that was in open contradiction to Islamic rules because God’s Prophet
(MGB) said that the legitimate child is one born from wedlock. Muaviyah openly allowed the adultery of his father to be
acknowledged, and then instead of defending his family honor, rather used it as an excuse to justify his father's illegitimate
off-spring, Zyad.

52. Here the word ‘ferash’ denotes the bed on which intercourse takes place. This means that any child born to a mother
from any intercourse is considered to be the offspring of the man with whom she had intercourse. The word ‘ahir’ denotes
the fornicator.

53. The Holy Quran: Al-Kauthar 108:3.

54. The Holy Quran: Al-Mujadila 58:22.

55. carnivorous nocturnal animal which resembles a dog native to Africa (also hyaena)

56. Gabriel and Michael are two of the angels as we read in the Quran, ‘Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and
apostles, to Gabriel and Michael,- Lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith.[The Holy Quran: Al-Bagara 2:98]

57. The Holy Quran: Ali-i-Imran 3:173.

58. The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:174.

59. The Holy Quran: Anbiyaa 21:87.

60. The Holy Quran: Anbiyaa 21:88.

61. The Holy Quran: Mu-min 40:44.

62. The Holy Quran: Mu-min 40:45.

63. The Holy Quran: Kahf 18:39.

64. The Holy Quran: Kahf 18:39-40.

65. See footnote for 1-103.

66. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

67. See footnote for 1-103.

68. Georgia, known from 1990 to 1995 as the Republic of Georgia, is a country to the east of the Black Sea in the south
Caucasus. A former republic of the Soviet Union, it shares borders with Russia in the north and Turkey, Armenia,
Azerbaijan in the south.

69. See footnote for 1-21.

70. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

71. Imam al-Kazim (MGB).

72. Trichotillomania (TTM) or "trich" is an impulse control disorder characterized by the repeated urge to pull out scalp hair,
eyelashes, beard hair, nose hair, pubic hair, eyebrows or other body hair. It may be distantly related to obsessive-
compulsive disorder, with which it shares some similarities. Trichotillomania has been mentioned as a disorder in very early
historical records. Onset generally occurs at puberty. There is a strong stress-related component, that is, in low-stress
environments some stop pulling out hair altogether. Pulling resumes when one leaves this environment.

73. Ninth month of the Muslim year, when Muslims fast between sunrise and sunset.

74. This implies enemies of the Arabs as the Romans at that time had such eyes.



75. Al-Qad’dah

76. Imam al-Kazim (MGB)

77. Gabriel and Michael are two of the angels as we read in the Quran, ‘Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and
apostles, to Gabriel and Michael,- Lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith.[The Holy Quran: Al-Bagara 2:98]

78. It is a fundamental belief of Muslims that one day this universe will perish on the Doomed Day when the Angel Israffil
will blow the trumpet. Its sound will be so frightening and intense that it's shock will kill every living thing and every material
will be shattered and destroyed. That day all human beings and living souls shall die; the entire universe will perish. On that
day, the mountains will fly like cotton flakes, and the planets and stars etc. will disintegrate and fall down. The Day of
Judgement is sure to come.

79. The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:33.

80. The Holy Quran: At-Tin 95:1-3.

81. She was forty years old when she proposed to marry the Prophet of twenty-five years of age. After fifteen years of their
marriage he was assigned to the Prophethood. She had been married twice before she married the Prophet Muhammad
(MGB). Her first husband was Aby Haleh Al-Tamemy and her second husband was Oteaq Almakzomy. They had both died
leaving Khadijah a widow. Khadijah died in 621 A.D. This was the same year the Prophet (MGB) ascended into heaven
(Miraj).

82. The pilgrim's dress, and also the state in which the pilgrim is held to be from the time he assumes this distinctive garb
until he lays it aside. It consists of two new white cotton cloths, each six feet long by three and a half broad. One of these
sheets, termed rida' is thrown over the back, and, exposing the arm and shoulder, is knotted at the right side in the style
called wishah. The other, called izar, is wrapped round the loins from the waist to the knee, and knotted or tucked in at the
middle.

83. Here | am, O Allah, at Thy service. Here | am.

84. The eight day of Dhul-Hijja on which the Hajj pilgrims move on from Mecca towards Mina.

85. The ninth day of the Arabic month of Dhul-Hijja when Haijj has just concluded. Millions of Muslims have gathered in
Mecca to perform the ancient rites of the pilgrimage, established by the Prophet Abraham (MGB) and restored and purified
by the Prophet Muhammad (MGB) for all mankind until the end of time. The central event of Hajj is standing on the plain of
Arafat on the afternoon and until sunset of the ninth day of Dhul-Hijja.

86. Referring to things which may be unhealthy to do and may cause illness

87. Luminous larva that is a larva of some types of firefly, or a beetle of a closely related family, that emits greenish light
from organs in its abdomen.

88. The Holy Quran: Najm 53:55.

89. See footnote for 1-21.

90. The Holy Quran: Kahf 18:81.

91. a lotion or liquid wash used as a cleanser for the eyes, particularly in diseases of the eye. Pre-modern medicine
distinguished two kinds of collyriums: liquid, and dry. Liquid collyriums were composed of ophthalmic powders, or waters,
such as rose-water, plantain-water, that of fennel, eyebright, etc, in which was dissolved tutty, white vitriol, or some other
proper powder. Dry collyriums were troches of rhasis, sugar-candy, iris, tutty prepared and blown into the eye with a little
pipe.

92. Holy war

93. What is meant here by inner eyes or eyes in the heart is insight.

94. Marrying was the tradition of most of the Prophets. However, there were some like Jesus (MGB) and John (MGB) who
did not marry.

95. Henna or Hina (camphire) is a flowering plant, the sole species in the genus Lawsonia in the family Lythraceae. It is
native to tropical and subtropical regions of Africa, southern Asia, and northern Australia in semi-arid zones. Henna is a tall
shrub or small tree, 2—6 m high. It is glabrous, multibranched with spine tipped branchlets. Henna, Lawsonia inermis,
produces a red-orange dye molecule, lawsone. This molecule has an affinity for bonding with protein, and thus has been
used to dye skin, hair, fingernails, leather, silk and wool. The Night of the Henna was celebrated by most groups in the
areas where henna grew naturally: Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Christians and Zoroastrians, among others, all celebrated



marriages by adorning the bride, and often the groom, with henna.

96. Which implies not fearing God.

97. Who is Salih ibn Bashir ibn Vade’a al-Basri.

98. See footnote for 1-103.

99. Imam As-Sajjad (MGB).

100. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

101. Blockage of the vagina is one of the defects that involve divorce. A transverse vaginal septum is a horizontal "wall" of
tissue that has formed during embryologic development and essentially creates a blockage of the vagina. It can occur at
many different levels of the vagina.

102. Imam as-Sadiq (MGB)

103. Imam al-Bagir (MGB)

104. You can milk them or slaughter them and sell the skin.

105. Zul-Qarnayn literally meaning "He of the Two Horns', is a figure mentioned in the Quran where he is described as a
great and righteous ruler who built a long wall that keeps Gog and Magog from attacking the people of the West. Regarding
Zul-Qarnayn, Syed Abul A'la Mawdudi, a famous Quranic exegete, writes under the related verses of Sura Kahf: ‘They
said, "O Zul-Qarnayn! the Gog and Magog (People) do great mischief on earth: shall we then render thee tribute in order
that thou mightest erect a barrier between us and them?’ [The Holy Quran: Kahf 18:94]. The identification of Zul-Qarnayn
has been a controversial matter from the earliest times. In general, the commentators have been of the opinion that he was
Alexander the Great but the characteristics of Zul-Qarnayn as described in the Holy Quran are not applicable to him.
However, now the commentators are inclined to believe that Zul-Qarnayn was Cyrus, an ancient King of Iran. We are also
of the opinion that probably Zul-Qarnayn was Cyrus, but historical facts, which have come to light up to this time, are not
sufficient to make any categorical assertion. Now let us consider the characteristics of Zul-Qarnayn in the light of his story
as given in the Quran. The title Zul-Qarnayn (Literally: "The Two-Horned") should have been quite familiar to the Jews, as
it was at their instigation that the disbelievers of Mecca put this question to the Holy Prophet. Therefore we must turn to the
Jewish literature to in order to learn who was the person known as "The Two-Horned" or which was the kingdom known as
the Two Horned. Zul-Qarnayn must have been a great ruler and a great conqueror whose conquests might have spread
from the East to the West and on the third side to the North or to the South. Before the revelation of the Quran there had
been several persons, who were such great conquerors. So we must confine our research for the other characteristics of
Zul-Qarnayn to one of these persons. This title should be applicable to such a ruler who might have constructed a strong
wall across a mountain pass to protect his kingdom from the incursions of Gog and Magog. In order to investigate this thing,
we will have to find out when such a wall was built and by whom and to which territory it was adjacent. Besides possessing
the above-mentioned characteristics, he should also be a God-worshipper and a just ruler, for the Quran has brought into
prominence three characteristics more than anything else. The first of these characteristics is easily applicable to Cyrus, for
according to the Bible, Prophet Daniel saw in his vision that the united kingdom of Media and Persia was like a wo-horned
ram before the rise of the Greeks. (Dan. 8:3, 20) The Jews had a very high opinion of the Two-Horned one, because it was
his invasion, which brought about the downfall of the kingdom of Babylon and the liberation of the Israelites. The second
characteristic is applicable to him to a great extent but not completely. Though his conquests spread to Syria and Asia
Minor in the West and to Bakhtar (Balkh) in the East, there is no trace of any of his expeditions to the North or to the South,
whereas the Quran makes an explicit mention of his third expedition. Nevertheless, this third expedition is not wholly quite
out of the question for history tells us that his kingdom extended to Caucasia in the North. As regards Gog and Magog, it
has been nearly established that they were the wild tribes of Central Asia who were known by different names- Tatar,
Mongols, Huns and Scythians— who had been making inroads on settled kingdoms and empires from very ancient times. It
is also known that strong bulwarks had been built in southern regions of Caucasia. It has not been as yet historically
established that these were built by Cyrus. As regards the last characteristic, Cyrus is the only known conqueror among the
ancient rulers, to whom this may be applicable, for even his enemies have been full of praise for him for his justice, and,
Ezra, a book of the Bible, asserts that he was a God-worshipper and a God-fearing king who set free the Israelites



because of their God-worship, and ordered that the Temple of Solomon should be rebuilt for the worship of Allah, who has
no partner. [The Meaning of the Holy Quran (Tafhimul Quran) vol. 3, p. 46. 10th edition 1997]

106. Talut is the Arabic name for Saul, who was tall and handsome, but belonged to the tribe of Benjamin, the smallest tribe
in Israel. His worldly belongings were little, and it was when he went out to search for some asses which had been lost from
his father's house that he met Samuel, and was appointed king by him. The people's fickleness appeared immediately after
he was appointed king. They raised all sorts of petty objections to him. The chief consideration in their minds was
selfishness: each one wanted to be leader and king himself, instead of desiring sincerely the good of the people as a whole,
as a leader should do.

107. The Holy Quran: Baqara 2:247.

108. Satan

109. The Holy Quran: Kahf 18:50.

110. solid medicinal substance which is inserted into the rectum or vagina where it dissolves.

111. type of plant, endive, Belgian endive

112. Classic symptoms of low blood pressure include: dizziness, or feeling like you are standing on a rocking boat; fainting;
changes in mental status (difficulty concentrating, confusion) or a sense of "impending doom" or anxiety; changes in
breathing patterns (fast, shallow breathing is common during an episode of low blood pressure); nausea; suddenly feeling
cold or clammy, or a rapid onset of pale skin. On the other hand, high blood pressure is a rather unique condition because,
unlike most diseases, it has no identifying symptoms. For this reason, high blood pressure is commonly referred to as “the
silent killer.” While having a cold will make your nose stuffy, and heart problems may make you weak or cause pain, high
blood pressure can exist for years without any noticeable signs. People with high blood pressure typically continue their
normal lives unaware that there is anything wrong. High blood pressure is often found incidentally for most people, the first
time they discover their high blood pressure is during a routine visit to their doctor’s office for an unrelated complaint or a
regularly scheduled health maintenance appointment. Another common time for diagnosis is during a woman’s first prenatal
visit during pregnancy.

113. God has told us that rivers flow from beneath Paradise in the Holy Quran, "And give glad tidings to those who believe
and do righteous good deeds, that for them will be Gardens under which rivers flow.." [2:25] And "For them will be Gardens
of Eternity: beneath them rivers will flow" [18:31] The Prophet (MGB) has clearly told us about the rivers of Paradise. He
said that during his Night Journey, "...1 saw four rivers flowing out from beneath Sidrat al-Muntahaa, two visible and two
hidden. | asked, "O Gabriel! What are these rivers?" Gabriel replied, "The two hidden rivers are rivers of Paradise, and the
two visible rivers are the Nile and the Euphrates'". [Muslim, Kitaab al-Imaan, Baab al-Israa’, 1/150, no. 164; Al-Bukhaari
reports the same from Anas ibn Malik, Jaami' al-Usool, 10/507, narrated by Abu Awanah, al-Isma'eelee and At-Tabaranee
in as-Sagheer]. Muslim reports from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah (MGB) said, "Sihran, Jihran, the Euphrates
and the Nile are all from the rivers of Paradise". [Sahih Muslim, Kitaab al-Jannah, Baab Ma Fid-Dunyaa Min Anhaar al-
Jannah, 4/2183, no. 2839, Al-Albaani attributed i, in Silsilat al-Hadith as-Saheehah 1/6, to Muslim, Ahmad, Al-Ajirri and
Al-Khateeb].

114. The Holy Quran: Alag: Chapter 96

115. The Holy Quran: An-Najm: Chapter 53

116. Only those believe in Our Signs, who, when they are recited to them, fall down in adoration, and celebrate the praises
of their Lord, nor are they (ever) puffed up with pride.” [The Holy Quran: Sajdah 32:15]

117. Among His Signs are the Night and the Day, and the Sun and the Moon. Adore not the sun and the moon, but adore
Allah, Who created them, if it is Him ye wish to serve. [The Holy Quran: Fussilat 41:37].

118. The Holy Quran: Munafiqun 63:4.

119. The Holy Quran: Hahr 59:7.

120. Implying being gay

121. An east wind is a wind that originates in the east and blows west. In Greek mythology, Eurus, the east wind, was the
only wind not associated with any of the three Greek seasons.

122. A west wind is a wind that originates in the west and blows east. In Greek mythology, Zephyrus was the west wind and
bringer of light spring and early summer breezes.



123. The Holy Quran: Al-Qamar 54:18.
124. The Holy Quran: Al-Qamar 54:19-20.
125. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:260.

126. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:260.

127. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:260.
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