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Part 8: On Eight-Numbered Characteristics

A Believer Should Have Eight Characteristics

8-1 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of Jameel ibn Salih, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Qalib that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “A believer should have eight characteristics: 1- He should maintain his dignity when
calamities befall him. 2- He should be patient when he is in trouble. 3- He should be grateful when he
has plenty of blessings. 4- He should be content with his share of God-given daily bread. 5- He should
not oppress his enemies. 6- He should not be a burden on his friends. 7- He should use his body (to
perform his duties). 8- The people should be safe from him. Knowledge is like a believer's friend.
Patience is like his prime minister, and perseverance is like the head of his army. Kindness is like his

brother, and gentleness is like his father."

8-2 Abul-Hussein Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Shah al-Faqgih narrated that Abu Hamid Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Hussein quoted on the authority of Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid al-
Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father,

who quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad
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ibn Hatam al-Qat’tan, on the authority of Hammad ibn Amr, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad
as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the
authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that in his will to Ali (MGB), God’s Prophet (MGB) told him, “O Ali! A
believer should have eight characteristics: 1- He should maintain his dignity when calamities befall him.
2- He should be patient when he is in trouble. 3- He should be grateful when he has plenty of blessings.
4- He should be content with his share of God-given daily bread. 5- He should not oppress his
enemies. 6- He should not be a burden on his friends. 7- He should use his body (to perform his

duties). 8- The people should be safe from him.”

Eight Groups of People Whose Prayers Are Not Accepted

8-3 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris and Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran
al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid who linked it up through a chain of
narrators to Aba Abdullah (MGB) who narrated that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are eight groups
of people whose prayers are not accepted by God; 1. A run-away slave until he returns to his master, 2.
A woman who doesn’t give in to her husband and he is not happy with her, 3. One who doesn’t pay the
alms-tax, 4. One who doesn’t make ablutions, 5. An adult girl who prays without a veil, 6. A prayer
leader whose followers consider him not to be trustworthy, 7. One who has to go to the toilet, but doesn’t

do so, and 8. One who is drunk.”

Eight Will Carry the Throne

8-4 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that

Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of Suleiman ibn



Davood al-Mungeri, on the authority of Hafs ibn Qiyath al-Nakha’ee that he had heard Aba Abdullah
as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “There are eight who will carry God’s Throne. Each one of them has eight eyes

each of which equals all this world.”

8-5 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted As-Sadiq (MGB) as having said, “There are four who will
carry God’s Throne. One of them is like a human being who asks God for the daily bread of Adam’s
offspring (the people). The second one is like a rooster who asks God for the daily bread for birds. The

third one is like a lion who asks God for the daily bread for beasts. The fourth one is like a cow
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who asks God for the daily bread for quadrupeds. The cow that carries God’s Threshold has held his
head down due to shame, since the Israelites worshipped a calf. The ones who carry God’s Threshold

shall be eight on the Resurrection Day.”

Eight Pairs

8-6 Davood al-Rugi narrated, “One of the Kharajites1 asked me about the meaning of the following
verse from the Honorable the Exalted God’s Book, (Take) eight (head of cattle) in (four) pairs: of sheep
a pair, and of goats a pair; say, hath He forbidden the two males, or the two females, or (the young)
which the wombs of the two females enclose? Tell me with knowledge if ye are truthful: Of camels a

air, and oxen a pair;”2
p pair; 2

His question was, ‘Which of these has God made lawful and which of them are forbidden.’ | did not know
the answer to his question. Therefore, | went to see Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) during my Hajj
pilgrimage trip and asked him about it. The Imam (MGB) said, ‘The Blessed the Sublime God has
allowed the offering of an oxen or a domestic sheep at Mina, but has forbidden their offering of a wild
cow or sheep. And regarding camels and cows, the Sublime God has allowed the offering of Arab
camels at Mina but has forbidden the offering of wild camels. God has allowed the offering of a
domesticated cow but He has forbidden the offering of a wild cow.’

| delivered this reply to the man who had asked about it from me upon my return. He said, ‘You have

learned this from Hijaz3.’

The Eight Gate to Paradise

8-7 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan narrated that Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Zakaria al-Qat’tan quoted Bakr
ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam,
on the authority of Aban ibn Uthman, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Fuzayl al-Rezqi, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his
grandfather (MGB) that Ali (MGB) said, “There are eight gates for Paradise. One of these gates is for the
Prophets (MGB) and the honest ones. One is for the martyrs and the good ones. Five of them are for
our Shiites and those who like us. | will always be standing at the Bridge, praying and asking God, ‘O My
Lord! Please grant peace and health to my followers, friends and those who have recognized my
Mastery on the Earth.” There shall be a reply from within God’s Threshold which says, ‘Indeed your
supplications are fulfilled.” Anyone of my followers, those who have accepted my Mastery, helped me, or
fought with my enemies - verbally or physically - may intercede on behalf of seventy-thousand of his
relatives or neighbors. The last gate is for the entry of all other Muslims who bear testimony that ‘There
is no god but God’ and there is not the least bit of hatred of the members of our Holy Household in their

"

hearts.
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8-8 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqgy, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ahmad ibn al-Nazr al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Amr ibn Shimr, on the authority of Jabir
al-Jo’afy that Abi Ja’far al-Baqgir (MGB) said, “Have a good opinion about God and know that there are

eight gates for Paradise each of which has a width which would take forty years to traverse.”

The Height of a Residential Unit Should Not Exceed Eight

Zar'asdccxxvii

8-9 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Isa, on the authority of Abi Muhammad al-Ansari, on the authority of Aban ibn Uthman, “A man
complained to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) and said, ‘The genies bother my family.” The Imam (MGB)

asked him, ‘How tall is the ceiling of your house?’ He answered, ‘It is ten Zar'as.” The Imam (MGB) said,



‘You should not build a house with a ceiling higher than eight Zar'as. You should have the verse of the
Throne (Ayat al-Kursi)4 inscribed as a decoration around it. Any room that is taller than eight Zaras

would be occupied by genies.”

Eight who are not considered to be of the people

8-10 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan- may God be
pleased with them - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar and Ahmad ibn Idris quoted
Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority of some companions that is Ja’far ibn
Muhammad ibn Ubaydullah, on the authority of Abi Yahya al-Vaseti, “Someone asked Aba Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB), ‘Do you consider all who are created to be of the people?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘I do
not consider the following to be of the people: those who do not brush their teeth; those who sit with their
legs crossed in a narrow place; those who interfere in affairs which are none of their business; those
who argue over what they are not knowledgeable about; those who pretend to be ill; those who are
worried without being in hardship; those who unduly oppose their friends; and those who are proud of
their fathers without having benefited from any of the good characteristics of their fathers. Such people
are similar to a plant which should be peeled off until you reach the meat. They are an example of those
referred to by the Honorable the Exalted God in the following verse, ‘Or thinkest thou that most of them

»”

listen or understand? They are only like cattle; nay, they are worse astray in Path.5

8-8 wani e tul e il adll wie o o wanl el sie o vaw lins 18 die Wl ooy f Lias
T ol Bpae i Ol US Gmse Olsil aulad aiall of 1salels.

g3 ailad 358 cull o 05K o 5524Y

8-9 o wanl o wena e laall ay 0 dane lia i dde Al ooy slials Jlo o dane lisa
Al sie al pe olaie o1 oUWl e grlaill dane ol e uie o tame e (Bl Gliee i a
1 g3 8 e U8 Selig o (S rJd lonys i Jaly Go¥1 Jal e oyl K65 G pdlall le
oy yunine g ¢ duiled oo SiSTaSaw gy JS o6 oSI 2T agle il 5 ga1 LS g3 2uled ¢ 3]
UsiSay g ol

il o |yl gl

8-10 Laras Lutyol ot denls laall say o sens lina Y Logic dll oy guuall o1 dana o lias



usgqﬂl#cwmw‘)mgu.lbql;mfuémgﬁmJlﬁ@‘s‘)uﬁmubn.cwﬁw.\mugYlﬁ
oo 311 18 Sulll oo IS LAl 1ia (T zadall dyle atll age Y JU 4l 0S5 e ol sl aay o
st e pasaialls l ple ¥ Lasd g laalls caingd Lot Jalully (guall pnse 3 pusialls el guall Ul
Ol idas e Wl J LS sas 4ty sasn Il o s el e slad 5y pilall 2ljiay s4i pgllacl plln e
Yo Joal 12 U1 ALK 31 2"

Those who go to the mosque often shall acquire one of eight

characteristics

8-11 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Ibrahim ibn Abdul-Hamid, on the authority of Sa’ed al-Iskaf, on the authority of Zyad ibn Isa,
on the authority of Abil Jarud, on the authority of Asbaq ibn al-Nobatat that the Commander of the
Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Those who go to the mosque often shall acquire one of the following
eight characteristics: brotherhood for the sake of God; new knowledge; certain verses; awaited Mercy or
words to save them from destruction; hear words of guidance; and abandon sins out of fear of God or

shame.”

8-12 In what Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Hamzih ibn Am’marat al-Hafiz wrote me, he narrated that
Hussein ibn Abdullah quoted Musa ibn Marvan, on the authority of Marvan ibn Muawiyah, on the
authority of Sa’ed ibn Tarif, on the authority of Umayr ibn Ma’moon, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Al
(MGB) that he had heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, “Those who go to the mosque often shall acquire
one of the following eight characteristics: brotherhood for the sake of the Honorable the Exalted God;
new knowledge or words of guidance; or some thing which may save them from destruction; awaited

Mercy; or shyness or fear due to which they abandon sins.””

The eight classes of people who should blame no one but

themselves if they are insulted

8-13 Abul-Hussein Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Shah al-Fagqih, the jurisprudent in Marv al-Ruz - narrated
that Abu Hamid Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Hussein quoted Abu Yazid Ahmad ibn Khalid
al-Khalidy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Hatam al-Qat’tan, on the authority of Hammad ibn Amr, on the
authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn
Abi Talib (MGB) that in his will to him God’s Prophet (MGB) told him, “O Ali! The following eight have no
one but themselves to blame if they are insulted: those who attend a banquet without being invited;
those who order their hosts around in a party; those who expect goodness from their enemies; those



who seek favors from lowly people; those who interfere in other people’s private affairs without being
asked to do so; those who mock at rulers; those who sit in a position which they do not deserve; and

those who converse with people who do not listen to them.”
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Guard the Mosques from the Following Eight Things

8-14 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Al-Hassan ibn Musa al-Khishab, on the authority of Ali ibn
Asbat, on the authority of some men who narrated that Abu Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “Guard your
mosques from the following eight things: selling goods; buying goods; insane people; children; feeble

ones; making judgements; executing punishments; and speaking in a loud voice.”



Faith consists of eight characteristics

8-15 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on
the authority of Ja’far ibn Uthman, on the authority of Abi Basir, “Once when | was with Abi Ja’far al-
Bagir (MGB) a man told him, ‘May God improve you! There are some people in Kufa who have certain
beliefs which they relate to you.” The Imam (MGB) asked him, ‘What are those beliefs?’” The man said,
‘They say that belief is different from Islam.” The Imam (MGB) said, ‘Yes. That is true.” The man asked,
‘How come?’ The Imam (MGB) said, ‘Anyone who bears testimony that ‘There is no god but God.
Muhammad is God’s Prophet’; believes in what Muhammad (MGB) has brought from God; establishes
prayers; gives the alms; fasts in the month of Ramazan and goes on pilgrimage to Hajj is a Muslim.” |
(Abu Basir) asked, ‘Then what is belief?” The Imam (MGB) said, ‘Anyone who bears testimony that
‘There is no god but God. Muhammad is God’s Prophet’; believes in what Muhammad (MGB) has
brought from God; establishes prayers; gives the alms; fasts in the month of Ramazan; goes on
pilgrimage to Hajj; and doesn’t meet God with a sin for which the punishment of the Fire (of Hell) has
been declared is a believer.” | (Abu Basir) asked, ‘May | be your ransom! How could we find someone
who meets God without having committed a sin for which the punishment of the Fire has been
declared?’ The Imam (MGB) said, ‘It is not so. The intention from this saying is that he commits a sin

)

which for which the Punishment of the Fire has been declared and he doesn’t repent for committing it.

The Eight Major Sins

8-16 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan and my father - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Sa’ed
ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat'tab, on the authority of
Al-Hikam ibn Meskin al-Saqafy, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Zarif, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Muslim, “I asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), ‘May | be your ransom! Why do we believe that our

opponents are
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atheists and will go to Hell, but we do not believe that we ourselves and our companions are going to go
to Paradise?” The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘That is due to your own weakness. You should know that you
will go to Paradise, if you do not commit any major sins.” | asked, ‘What are the major sins?’ The Imam
(MGB) said, ‘The greater of the major sins are associating others as partners with the Honorable the
Exalted God; emigration from an Islamic environment; damnation of parents; accusing pious women of
fornication; fleeing from a holy war; oppressively devouring the properties of an orphan; usury after
having clear proof of its forbiddance6; and murdering a believer.” | asked the Imam (MGB), ‘What about
adultery and stealing?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘They are not like the above.””

The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him - said, “The various narrations in this book
which differ in the quantity of major sins are not really that different from each other, although some state
that there are five major sins, while others have stated that there are seven, eight and even more major
sins. However, these are not different from each other since after the sin of associating partners with
God which is the greatest major sin, the other sins are somewhat greater than the following ones, and

every other major sin is less than the sin of associating a partner with God.”



The eight characteristics of Ali (MGB)

8-17 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abu
Sa’id al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Ado’we quoted Umar ibn al-Mukhtar, on the authority of Yahya al-Himani7,
on the authority of Qays ibn al-Rabi’a, on the authority of Al-A’amash, on the authority of Ababiat ibn
Rub’ee Al-Asady, on the authority of Ayoob al-Ansari, “Fatimah (MGB) visited the Prophet (MGB) when
he (MGB) became so ill that he was about to die. When she saw that he (MGB) was so ill, tears poured
down her cheeks from her eyes. The Prophet (MGB) told her (MGB), ‘O Fatimah! God - Exalted is His
Remembrance - took a close look at the Earth and chose your father (MGB) from amongst all of the
people on it. Then He took another close look at the Earth and chose your husband Ali (MGB) and
inspired me to marry you off to him (MGB). O Fatimah! You should know that out of God’s generosity He
joined you in marriage to the one whose belief is the greatest of all people; who is the most patient of all;
and whose knowledge is the most of all.” Fatimah (MGB) became happy after hearing this. Then the
Prophet (MGB) decided to tell her about the best thing which God had granted Muhammad (MGB)
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and his Holy Household. Thus, he (MGB) added, ‘O Fatimah! Ali (MGB) has eight characteristics as
follows: his belief in God and His Prophet (MGB); his knowledge; his wisdom; his wife (MGB); his two
sons who are Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein (MGB); his (MGB) enjoining other people to do good
deeds; his (MGB) admonishing other people against evil; and his (MGB) judgement which is based upon
God's Book. O Fatimah! We are the Members of a Holy Household and have been given seven
characteristics as follows which has never been granted to anyone in the past and will not be given to
anyone in the future. Our Prophet (MGB) who is your father is the best of all the Prophets (MGB); his
Trustee who is also your husband is the best of all the Trustees; our martyrs are the Master of the
Martyrs (MGB) who are your father’s uncle Hamzih, and Ja’far who will have two wings with which to fly

in Paradise; the sons of this nation who are your two sons are from us.”

1. Maregeen

2. The Holy Quran: Al-An’am 6:143-144.

3. Saudi Arabia

4. Allah. There is no god but He,-the Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all
things in the heavens and on earth. Who is there can intercede in His presence except as He permitteth? He knoweth what
(appeareth to His creatures as) before or after or behind them. Nor shall they compass aught of His knowledge except as
He willeth. His Throne doth extend over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no fatigue in guarding and preserving
them for He is the Most High, the Supreme (in glory).[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:255].

5. The Holy Quran: Al-Furgan 25:44.

6. After it was revealed in the Quran that it is forbidden.

7. Who is Yahya ibn Abdul Hamid al-Himani.
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