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The Fallacy Of Predestination
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1- Imam Ali (a.s.), exposing the fallacy of predestination, said, ‘If it were like this, the concepts of
reward, punishment, command, and prohibition would be erroneous. The meaning of promise [of
Paradise] and threat [of the Hellfire] would be futile, and there would be no blame for a wrongdoer, nor
praise for the good-doer. Furthermore, the good-doer would be more blameworthy than the wrongdoer,
and the latter would deserve more praise than the former. This [i.e. predestination] is the claim of the

idolators and the foes of the Merciful.[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 5, p. 13, no. 19]
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2- Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Anything that you can blame a servant [of Allah] for is his own doing, and
whatever you cannot blame him for is Allah’s doing. Allah, the Exalted, will ask the servant, ‘Why did you
disobey [Me]? Why did you commit sins? Why did you drink wine? Why did you commit adultery?’ All of
this is the the servant’s doing. But He will not ask him, ‘Why were you sick? Why were you short? Why
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were you white? Why were you black?” because all of this is Allah’s doing.’[Ibid. p. 59, no. 109]
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3- Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ‘Sins cannot be other than one of three cases: either they originate from
Allah — which they do not — and in this case it would not be proper for the Lord to punish His servant for
what he has not committed; or that they originate from Him and the servant together — which they do not
—and in this case it would not be proper for the strong partner to wrong the weak partner; or that they
originate from the servant — which they do — and in this case, if Allah forgives, it is due to His kindness
and liberality, or if He punishes, it is as a result of the sin and crime of the servant.’[Ibid. v. 78, p. 323,
no. 23]

Neither Free Will Nor Predestination
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4- Imam al-Bagir and Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Allah, the Exalted, is too merciful to coerce His
servants to sin and then punish them for it. He is also too mighty to want something and it not be
accomplished.” Then they were asked whether there is a stance between free will and predestination, to
which they replied, ‘Yes, [a stance] wider than the space between the earth and the sky.’[al-Tawhid, p.
360, no. 3]
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5- Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, according to what Mufadhal b. ‘Umar narrated on his authority, ‘There is
neither predestination nor free will, but a stance in between them.” [Mufadhal] asked, ‘What is the stance

in between?’ He replied, ‘It is like when you observe a man in sin and you advise him against it but he



does not desist from it, so you leave him to his sin. Leaving him to sin after he has rejected your advice

does not mean that you commanded him to sin.’[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 5, p. 17, no. 27]

Allah Deserves All Credit For Good Deeds

Al T <l

Be il 2] Cagdl iy s oLt (alt i ui€ alitiay aol Sl : s 4011 JU = (20l agle) Ll ALyl
e Sl 137 iy e Sl 37 T ] el S0 ni e Gugsf ks

6- Imam Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, ‘Allah, most High, said, ‘O son of Adam! By My will you attained free will,
and with the help of My favor, you perform your obligations towards Me, and with My power you feel
empowered to disobey Me. | created you with sight and hearing, so | deserve more credit for your good
deeds than you, while you are to blame for your own misdeeds. [Ibid. p. 4, no. 3]

Proponents Of Predestination And Proponents Of Free Will

wo oo

LHaall

71516 W Gstiht ¥ L (g 5T alaall e o3l Siag dll 5T 25 oa s (0GD1 ade) Folall JLyI .

s 8IS oo bshand ¥y caely3 Lol ¥s (dialgls 15l ¥ Ayl

7- Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘He who claims that Allah coerces His servants to disobey Him or burdens
them with that which they cannot endure [i.e. acts of obedience], you must not eat from an animal that

he has slaughtered, nor should you believe his testimony, nor pray behind him, nor give him any part of
your alms.[Ibid. p. 11, no. 17]

Source URL: https://www.al-islam.org/mizan-al-hikmah-scale-wisdom/predestination#comment-0



	Predestination
	The Fallacy Of Predestination
	Neither Free Will Nor Predestination
	Allah Deserves All Credit For Good Deeds
	Proponents Of Predestination And Proponents Of Free Will


