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Reciting elegies Iin the form of poetry

There is no doubt that reciting elegies in the form of poetry has a useful effect on the spirit, psyche and
emotions. Therefore, if lamentation is presented in the form of poetry, the hearts and souls of people are

affected more.

When the event of Karbala, which in itself is a stimulator of the emotions and feelings of Muslims, is
presented in the form of poetry, the effects produced are even more worthwhile. Poetry is highly effective
at awakening the feelings and emotions of people, so through poetry Imam al-Husayn (as) and his lofty

aims and objectives can be made known to the people more effectively.

Now, we will examine this issue from the viewpoint of the divine law of Islam:

Reasoning regarding the recitation of poetic elegies

To substantiate that it is permissible, even desirable, to recite elegies in the form of poetry, we refer to a

number of proofs:

1. The precept of permissibility [ibahah]

The basic principle in all acts is that all things are permissible [mubah] so long as there is no evidence
that contradicts it. This precept is applicable to the recitation of elegies also. Because reciting elegies in
the form of poetry has not been refuted, on the contrary, there is evidence to prove that it is desirable; it

is therefore included in this basic principle of permissibility [ibahah].

2. Exalting and venerating the mottos [sha‘a’ir] of religion

If the person about whom one intends to recite mourning poetry is an awliya’ of Allah or one of the pious
leaders of the Islamic community, we can easily attract the people’s attention towards him by reciting

elegies in the form of poetry. In the end, this will encourage people to follow and obey that person.

This is what is meant by following and obeying the friends and trusted ones of Allah and their orders.
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Therefore, it can be said that reciting elegies in the form of poetry is one of the most evident forms of
exalting divine sanctities and venerating the signs of Allah.

3. The poetic elegies of Prophet Adam (as)

On his chain of transmission, Tabari narrates that Imam ‘Ali said, “When the child of Adam (Abel) was
killed by his brother (Cain), Prophet Adam cried and recited this elegy,
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4. Poetic elegies recited for the Holy Prophet (S)

A large number of the Prophet’s (S) companions used to recite elegies when mourning over the Holy
Prophet (S).

A. Poetic elegies of Fatimah al-Zahra (as)

Ibn ‘Abd Rabbah recounts that Fatimah (as) stood at the head of her father’s tomb and recited,
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B. Poetic elegies of the daughter of ‘Abd al-Muttalib
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C. Poetic elegies of Hassan ibn Thabit
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D. Poetic elegies of Abu Sufiyan ibn Harith

Ibn Ishaq says, “Abu Sufiyan ibn Harith cried a lot in grieving for the Holy Prophet and recited this elegy,
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E. Poetic elegies of Abi Dhu’ayb ibn Hadhali
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F. Poetic elegies of Abi al-Haytham ibn Tayyahan
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G. Poetic elegies of Umm Ra‘lah Qushayriyyah
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H. Poetic elegies of ‘Amir ibn Tufayl
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I. Poetic elegies of Suad ibn Qarib
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5. Recitation of poetic elegies before the Holy Prophet (S)

The Prophet’s (S) companions used to recite elegies for many people in the presence of the Holy
Prophet (S) himself and the Prophet not only did not prohibit them from doing so, but he encouraged

them as well.

A. Poetic elegies for Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib

Safiyyah, the daughter of ‘Abd al-Muttalib and the sister of Hamzah, recited,
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When mourning for Hamzah, Ka‘b ibn Malik used to recite,
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B. Poetic elegies for ‘Ubaydah ibn Harith ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, one of the martyrs of the Battle of
Badr

When ‘Ubaydah was killed at Badr, Ka‘b ibn Malik Ansari cried mournfully and recited,
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C. Elegies for Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib and those Martyred with him

Hassan ibn Thabit recited,
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Ka‘b ibn Malik Ansari recited,
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D. Poetic elegies for those killed on the day of Raji’

A group of people came to see the Prophet of Allah (S). They requested that a number of people be sent
to their area to teach them the laws of Islam. The Prophet (S) sent six of his companions to them.



When these six companions arrived at the spring of Raji‘, which was the source of water for the tribe of
Hudhayl, those who had made this request from the Prophet attacked these six people with the help of
the local people of the tribe of Hudhayl. The attackers first said, “We do not intend to kill you, but just

want to hand you over to the people of Mecca so as to receive a reward from them.”

Some of the Prophet’s companions started fighting their attackers and in the process were martyred.
However, Khabib and his companion surrendered themselves. Along the way, Khabib’s companion
wanted to draw his sword against these people, but they martyred him with a large stone. In the end,

Khabib was given over to the people of Mecca, who hanged him.

Hassan recited the following about these six martyrs,
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And then, while crying, he said,
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E. Poetic elegies of Na‘am when grieving over her husband who was one of the martyrs of the
Battle of Uhud
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F. Elegies for Sa‘d ibn Ma‘adh, wounded at Khandaq

A man from among the Helpers [ansar] says this about Sa‘d,
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Hassan ibn Thabit, while mourning Sa‘d, recited,
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G. Elegies for the martyrs of the Well of Ma‘'unah

Abu Barra’ said to the Holy Prophet (S), “If you send someone from among your companions to invite
the people of Najd, there is hope that they will accept your call to Islam.” The Noble Prophet (S) sent a
number of his companions to Najd. On their way, they stopped for a time at the well of Ma‘unah.

When they were confronted, they gave a letter from the Holy Prophet (S) to their attackers, but the
attackers paid no attention to it. They martyred the carrier of the Prophet’s letter and, with the help of
other tribes, killed the remaining Muslims. ‘Abd Allah ibn Rawahah grieved for Nafi ibn Badil ibn Warga’

Khaza‘i, who was among the martyrs and recited,
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While grieving over them, Hassan ibn Thabit recites,
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H. Poetic elegies for ‘Uthman ibn Maz‘un

When ‘Uthman ibn Maz‘un passed away, his wife said this about him,
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I. Poetic elegies for Walid ibn Walid ibn Mughayrah

Umm Salamah, the Prophet’s (S) wife, while grieving for Walid, recited,
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J. Elegies for Zayd ibn ‘Umar ibn Khattab

Ayas ibn Bakir in an elegy for Zayd ibn ‘Umar ibn Khattab, who was killed in the war with the tribe of

Bani ‘Uday, says,
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K. Poetic elegies of Imam ‘Ali (as) grieving Fatimah (as)

Amir al-Mu’minin Imam ‘Ali (as) stood at the tomb of Fatimah al-Zahra (as) in a sorrowful state. Sorrow
was choking his throat, and he could not stop the burning tears flowing from his heart. It was at this time
that he recited,
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Poetic elegies recited for Imam al-Husayn (as)

Abu al-Faraj Isfahani maintains that, “Poets did not recite elegies for Imam al-Husayn (as).”1

However, in fact, there are many records of people that recited poetry while grieving for Imam al-Husayn
(as). Sibt ibn Jawzi narrates from Sadda that he said, “The first person who recited elegies for Imam al-

Husayn (as) was ‘Utbah ibn ‘Amru ‘Abasi.”

In addition, upon study of history, one can see that there have been poets who recited elegies when

grieving for Imam al-Husayn (as). Some of these instances are listed in the following discussion:

1. Sulayman ibn Quttah

lbn Quttah was one of the men of the tribe of Bani Tamim ibn Marrah ibn Ka‘b ibn Lu’ay and one of the
supporters of Bani Hashim. He was from among the generation which came after the Holy Prophet (S)

[tabi‘in]. He has composed a poem eulogizing Imam al-Husayn (as) in verse. The first part reads,

547 L5 LaagaS u;fg;}@giggrdubm



2. Abu al-Rajah Khaza'i

Marzbani narrates, “Abu al-Rajah Khaza'‘i went to see Fatimah, the daughter of al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali (as),

and recited elegies to her about al-Husayn, including,
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3. Zaynab, the daughter of Imam ‘Ali (as)

When the blessed severed head of Imam al-Husayn (as) and the captives reached Medina, all the
people of Medina came out of their houses crying and weeping. At this time, Zaynab (as), the daughter
of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (as), cried out sorrowfully, “O al-Husayn! O my brother! O members of my
Household! O Muhammad!” Then, she recited prose saying,
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4. Ja‘far ibn ‘Affan

lbn ‘Affan was one of the companions of Imam al-Sadiq (as). He eulogizes Imam al-Husayn (as) in this
way,
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5. Muhammad ibn Idris Shafi‘i

Muhammad ibn ‘Izz al-Din Yusuf ibn al-Hasan Zarandi, the scholar of traditions [hadiths] in the
Prophets Mosque in Medina, quoted from Abu al-Qasim Fadl ibn Muhammad Mustamla, who quotes
Qadi Abu Bakr Sahl ibn Muhammad, from Abu al-Qasim Bakran ibn Tayyib that news reached him that

Shafi‘i used to recite the following,
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6. Amir Adid al-Din

Zarandi recounts that Amir Adid al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd Allah Wazir
narrates that elegies have been recited about al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali (as) and his household (as) that are as

lucid as water, rather even more subtle and exquisite, such as the following,
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7. The grandfather of Sibt ibn Jawzi

Sibt ibn Jawzi narrates from his grandfather that he used to recite elegies when grieving for Imam al-
Husayn, some parts of which read,
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8. Rubab, the wife of Imam al-Husayn (as)

Abu al-Faraj Isfahani recounts from Hisham that he said, “After the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn (as),
a marriage proposal was presented to Rubab, the wife of Imam al-Husayn (as). She refused the
proposal, and said, ‘After the Prophet’s child, | will never marry anyone.” Then, she recited these verses
while grieving for Imam al-Husayn (as),
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9. ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Hurr Juffi

lbn Athir recounts, “When Mu‘awiyah passed away and al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali (as) was killed, ‘Ubayd Allah
ibn Hurr was one of the people who had not participated in killing Imam al-Husayn and had deliberately
hidden himself.

When al-Husayn was killed, Ibn Ziyad started searching for the nobles and renowned figures among the
people of Kufah but he did not find ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Hurr until ‘Ubayd Allah, on his own accord,
presented himself to lbn Ziyad.

lbn Ziyad said to him, “Where were you?” He replied, “l was ill.” Ibn Ziyad said, “Was it your heart or
your body which was sick?” He replied, “My heart was not ill. My body was, but thanks to Allah, who has
now granted me good health.” Ibn Ziyad said, “You lie. You were with our enemies.” He replied, “If |

were with them, then you would find me, too.”

Later, Ibn Ziyad became inattentive of ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Hurr. Therefore, ‘Ubayd Allah managed to leave
the governor’s palace and got on his horse. Ibn Ziyad asked about his whereabouts. Others replied, “He

got on his horse, went out of the palace and is now riding away.” lbn Ziyad said, “Bring him back to me.”

The officials of the palace followed ‘Ubayd Allah and when they found him, they said, “You have to
follow the orders of the governor and return.” He replied, “Inform him that | will never return to him of my
own accord.” Then, he rode to the house of Ahmad ibn Ziyad Ta’i where his friends and companions

gathered around him.

Then, he left that place and went to Karbala. He looked at the death place of Imam al-Husayn (as) and
his companions and asked forgiveness. He then set out for Mada’in. In a eulogy of the massacred
martyrs he said,
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1. Magqatil al-Talibiyyin, p. 90.
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