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Right n. 12: The Right of the Pilgrimage
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And the right of pilgrimage1 is that you should know that it is an arrival at the threshold of your
Lord and a flight to Him from your sins; and through it your repentance is accepted and you
perform an obligation made incumbent upon you by God.

The Arabic word ‘Hajj’ used for pilgrimage really means goal or intention. It is used in its other forms to
mean road since a road helps us reach where we intend to go. The reason these ceremonies are

altogether called pilgrimage or ‘Hajj’ is that once you start, you intend to visit the House of God.

Ka’'ba: the First House

The Holy Qur'an says:
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“The first House (of worship) appointed for men was that at Bakka2: Full of blessing and of
guidance for all kinds of beings: In it are Signs Manifest; (for example), the Station of Abraham;
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whoever enters it attains security; Pilgrimage thereto is a duty men owe to God, - those who can
afford the journey; but if any deny faith, God stands not in need of any of His creatures.” [The
Holy Quran, Al-i-Imran 3:96-97)

This house is the first stronghold of the Unity of God. It is the oldest house of worship on the Earth.
There were no centers to worship God before it. We can conclude from the various existing documents
on history and Islam that this house was built by Adam . Later it was damaged by a tornado at the time

of Noah . The Prophet Abraham reconstructed it as we read in the following verse of the Holy Qur’an:
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"0 our Lord! | have made some of my offspring to dwell in a valley without cultivation, by Thy
Sacred House...” [The Holy Quran, Ibrahim 14:37]

This verse implies that there were some remains of the Ka’ba when Abraham and his offspring and wife3

arrived at Mecca. Also, consider the following verse:
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“And remember Abraham and Isma'il raised the foundations of the House (with this prayer): "Our
Lord! Accept (this service) from us: For Thou art the All-Hearing, the All-knowing.[The Holy
Quran, al-Baqarah 2:127)

This verse shows that the foundations of the Ka’ba existed, and all that Abraham and Isma’il did was to
build the House. We can conclude the same thing from the writings of the Commander of the Faithful :
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“Do you not see that God the Praised One tested the earlier ones from Adam onwards till the later ones
in this world, by expecting them to respect stones that neither harm nor benefit, and neither see nor hear
— He made them into His Sacred House. God established it to be the place to honor Him.... Then God
ordered Adam and his children to turn towards it.”4

Therefore, from the above verses and sermon we can conclude that the Ka’ba was built by Adam ,

destroyed by the tornadoes at the time of Noah and reconstructed by Abraham .



Ka'ba’s Privileges

It is clear that the Ka’ba was the first House of Worship as the above verse said. Now let us consider its
privileges. At first, it is blessed both spiritually and economically. Its spiritual attractions especially during
the pilgrimage season are clear for everyone. Let us first consider it from an economical view. Mecca is
located on dry land and from a natural point of view, it is not at all a suitable place to live in. However,
Mecca has always been one of the developed towns good for living in, ready for business, and traveling
to.

Secondly, the Ka’ba is considered a source of guidance for all the people of the world even for those
who worshipped idols. There are many clear signs of the Unity of God and worshipping Him in this
House. Its surviving the many attacks by the enemies who intended to destroy it throughout history is in
itself one such clear sign. Each one of the following is a great reminder of lasting memories: Zamzam,5
Safa and Marwa,6 Rokn, Hatim, Hajar ul-Aswad7 and Hijr Isma’il.

Each of the four sides of the House is called Rukn. Hatim is the name of the space between Hajar ul-
Aswad and the door of the Ka’ba. Hijr Isma’il is an especial place that is constructed like an arch on the
northwest side of the Ka’ba. Of these clear signs, the Station of Abrahams is specifically stated in the
above verse since it is the place where Abraham stood to construct the Ka’ba, perform the pilgrimage
ceremonies or invite the people to perform these great ceremonies. Fourthly, it is a secure house.

After building the Ka’ba, Abraham said: “O God! Please establish this town as a secure one.” God
accepted the prayer of Abraham and established Mecca as a secure town. Religious laws also consider
Mecca so secure that no fighting or war is allowed there. Even animals are secure in Mecca, and no one

should bother them. There is a heavy fine established for hunting in the Masjid Al-Haram (the Ka’ba).

Pilgrimage is a Divine Duty

Each Muslim who has attained the required conditions must go on the pilgrimage once. If he has not
done so when he is alive, someone else should be hired to do so on his behalf when he dies. The

jurisprudents have stated the following conditions for going on the pilgrimage:
1) Physical readiness.

2) Financial readiness.

3) Open road access to the Ka’ba.

Again, consider the following verse:
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Pilgrimage to the Holy House is a duty men owe to God, - those who can afford the journey...”
[The Holy Quran, Al-i-Imran 3:96-97)

In this verse, the pilgrimage to the House of God is considered a duty for those who can afford the
journey. We can also conclude that this pilgrimage is not limited to Muslims. Rather it is incumbent upon
all the people to go there. This is similar to the expression that
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“The pagans are duty-bound to perform the branches (of religion) as they are bound to abide by the
principles.”

Therefore, this verse includes all the people. However, the condition for it to be accepted is to accept

Islam. Otherwise, the act will lose its true value.9

The Baseless Words of Ibn Abi’l-Awja

lbn Abi’l-Awja" was a vulgar pagan whom scholars used to avoid. One day he was watching the pilgrims
with some of his friends in the Al-Haram Mosque one day. Imam Sadiq was sitting in a corner of the
mosque and his followers came to ask him questions. Ibn Abi'l-Awja"’s friends told him that it was a
good time for him to argue with Imam Sadiq . He agreed with them, went to the place where Imam Sadiq
was sitting and said: “O father of Abdullah! It is a fact that such meetings are secure ones. Whoever has
some mucous in his chest can cough it up.10 Will you let me ask a question?” The Imam granted him
permission to do so. He was so rude that he dared to say:
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“For how long will you trample on this threshing ground and seek refuge in this rock and worship this
house made of bricks and clay, and trot around it like unruly camels? Whoever ponders over this and
considers it will know that it is an act of one devoid of wisdom or insight. Therefore speak, for you are
the leader of this affair and its best one, and your father was its foundation and its criterion.”

These words implied his inner wickedness and his purely material outlook. The Imam replied:
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“He whom God leads astray and whose heart He blinds, finds the truth to be indigestible and
disagreeable. Satan becomes his friend and his master and leads him towards the source of total loss

from which there is no return.”

The Imam then said that God had established this House as a means by which He shall test men. God
has assigned men to visit this House to measure their degree of sincerity of their worshipping Him and
submission to Him. This House is the Station of the Prophets. It is the point towards which those who

pray turn. The intention is not to worship the stones on the House. Rather the One being worshipped is

God who is the Creator of man’s body and soul. 11

A Demonstration of Man’s Spiritual Development

We must realize that all acts of worship including the pilgrimage are indeed demonstrations of the
various levels of spiritual development of the Prophets and God’s friends. They display the road covered
on the journey towards God. They express how they have moved through the various stages of
servitude and reached the position of proximity to God. It is clear that worshipping is the movement of
man’s soul towards God. The Noble Prophet said:
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“The prayer was made obligatory, performing the pilgrimage and the circumambulation of the Ka'ba
were commanded, and the rituals (of Hajf) were made known, only to establish the remembrance of
God. If there is no sense of greatness or awe in your heart for the One remembered Who is the objective

and the desired one, then of what value is your remembrance?”12

Therefore, the pilgrimage ceremonies are a demonstration of a perfect man’s orderly spiritual
development that carefully follows the various stages of development. He cuts himself off from all
material interests and worldly affairs. He pulls himself out of involvement in the darkness of the self. He
reaches the state of submersion in the illumination of the Lord’s Domain. A true pilgrimage is a spiritual

motion. It is a development that occurs in the real self.

Pilgrimage stands for perfection. It implies the conversion of a potential power into its physical
realization. It is similar to the conversion of one metal to another one in chemistry. It is not a game or
entertainment as considered by some fools. How can one compare these childish perceptions with the

moving developments of those who are struggling towards proximity to God?

Malik ibn Anas, who is the founder of the Malikiyah sect, narrated that once when he was accompanying
Imam Sadig on a pilgrimage trip, the Imam who was riding a horse could not say ‘labbayk.’13 Every time
he tried, his voice got stuck in his throat and he fell down from his horse. Malik said: “O’ grandson of the



Prophet of God! Say labbayk. You must say labbayk.” Then Imam Sadiq said:
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“O son of Abi A’'mer! How dare | say “labbayk Allahumma labbayk”14 when | fear that God the Almighty

may reply: “No. | neither accept you nor shall | admit you.”

If one can set out for and reach the Ka’ba, touch the Hajar al-Aswad with his hands, let his heart reside
on the slopes of the Arafah Hills, let him realize God’s symbol of the forbidden, sacrifice the lamb of
selfish desires using certitude and contentment as a knife, then he is a real Hajji when he returns if he

has been converted to a heavenly gem.

Pilgrimage and the Forgiveness of Sins

Imam Sajjad said that pilgrimage is “a flight to Him from your sins.” Once you return from the pilgrimage,
your sins are forgiven and you are freed from the heavy burden of sins just as when you were first born.
There are many traditions in this regard. We shall refer to a few of them here. It has been quoted on the
authority of Imam Sadiq :

e 055 Ul 8l gl 3yl et 1 el Uy b s Fplpe SBE s aule a1 Lo atll Il 3

P

JJ:JL&?},‘..Q} s Al s, CEIG () el 4 gy Lo di L G S pal il (JG S )

bl ol o SRT 13 g 5 G AT Lo Coally Lol Jyn 8 468601 210 EEA3 055 O gl LT )]

B3 e o s ol Jihe G2 ey ol Jie U 050 50 W LK Y 5len e b S S5kA
o5 136 e sid e £5n ity Gl 130 (BG4 A LR Y Ay (15 B 800 (alens TS5 6
i O A 100 63 e g5 0 LG 3] Tassa 1385 1Sl (5] 3358 g 53 e 253 Sloall

28

szl 3l L

P

A Bedouin visited the Noble Prophet of God and said: | left my house and set out for pilgrimage.
However, for some reason | could not proceed, and lost the opportunity to go on pilgrimage. | am a rich
man. Tell me what | can do so that God grants me what He grants a Hajji.” The Prophet looked at the
Abu Qubays mountain and said: “If this mountain was made of red gold and it was all yours, you could

not get the reward that God gives a Hajji if you donated it all for the sake of God.

When a pilgrim begins preparing his provisions for the journey, he is given the reward for ten good
deeds and ten of his wicked deeds are forgiven for every step that he takes for its preparation. His rank
near God is elevated ten degrees. When he rides in his mount, God will record the same kind of reward
for him for every step that he raises up and lowers. Once he performs the circumambulations of the
House of God, his sins are gone. When he throws stones at the symbols of idols, his sins depart.” The

Prophet repeated the same sentence for each of the stations. Then he said: “How can you attain the



reward that the Hajji attains?”

Then Imam Sadiq added:
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“No sins will be recorded for him for four months (after Hajj) while his good deeds will be recorded,

unless he commits a major sin.”

Pilgrimage and Asking Others

When Imam Sajjad heard someone beg from the people, he said:
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“Shame on you! Are you begging from others in this place? Here God’s Mercy is so encompassing that it
is even expected that whatever lies in the depths of the mountains shall benefit from it and become
prosperous today.”15

Regarding this tradition, the late Fayz said: “Prosperity is relative. Everything has one form of prosperity.
It may be meant that plants grow from the depths of the mountains which may then undergo many
changes and finally result in the formation of a fetus that turns into a prosperous man.” In another
recording of this tradition in Mustadrak al-Wasa’el instead of ‘depth of the mountains’, it is written ‘inside
pregnant women.” The Arabic words for these two phrases are very similar to each other with one dot
being the difference. A man asked Imam Sadiq in the Al-Haram Mosque: “Whose sin is greater than

everyone else’s?” He replied:
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“Whoever stops at these two stations of Arafeh and Mash ar, does the ceremonies for between the two
hills (of Safa and Marwa), circumambulates around this House and prays at the station of Abraham, then
says to himself or thinks that God has not forgiven him - has committed the greatest sin.”16

Imam Sadiq said:
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“Whenever a faithful man from a village or a town stops in Arafeh, God will forgive all the faithful men
from that village or town. Whenever a faithful man stops in Arafeh, God will forgive all the faithful

members of his household.”17

It should be noted that faith that is the root of piety is stressed here.

Invitation to Hajj is Honoring Man

God honors man, places the crown of nobility on his head, awakens his long asleep conscience,

encourages him to be grateful and invites him to go on pilgrimage and circumambulate His House.
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“Pilgrimage to the Sacred House is a duty men owe to God, - those who can afford the journey.”
[The Holy Quran, Al-i-Imran 3:97]

This means that God who has created man, provided for his sustenance and given him many blessings
has the right to invite man to come to His House as a sign of being grateful to Him. This will preserve
man’s nobility.

The Amazing Blessings of Hajj

Now let us consider the many blessings that God grants those who visit His House. Sa’d Al-Iskafi

narrated that he heard Imam Bagqir say:
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“When someone begins preparing his provisions for the Hajj, he does not take a step in its preparation
but that God the Almighty records ten good deeds for him, forgives ten of his sins, and raises his rank
ten degrees until he finishes his preparations, leaves the house and starts his trip. Then God will give

him better rewards. "18

Imam Sadiq said:
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“The Hajjis are divided into three groups after they return from Hajj. A group of them is freed from the



Fire. Another group includes those whose sins are forgiven and are just as they were when they were
born. The third group includes those whose family and wealth will be safequarded. This is the minimum

benefit that one gains. 19

The difference is clear since the reward one gets depends on one’s intention and the degree of
recognition of the secrets of worshipping.

1. This right has not been mentioned in the version transmitted in Tuhaf al-‘Uquil.

2. Bakka same as Mecca, perhaps an older name. The foundation of the Ka’ba goes back to the Prophet Abraham .

3. Hagar

4. Nahjul Balaghah, Subhi Salih, Sermon no.192.

5. A sacred well in Mecca situated a few metres east of the Ka’ba. The Zamzam well is also called the Well of Ishmael. The
well is 35 metres deep and is marked by an elegant dome. The water is considered health-giving, and pilgrims (hajis)
collect it in bottles and bring it back home to their own countries. One of the last things a haji tries to do is to dip his or her
future burial clothes in the Zamzam. Muslim tradition tells that the Zamzam was opened by the angel Gabriel to save Hagar
and her son Ishmael from dying of thirst when they were in the desert. From the sources available, the Zamzam appears to
have been revered long before the Prophet Muhammad , that is from pre-Islamic times.

6. Part of the pilgrimage ceremony includes the devotional act of walking seven times back and forth between the knolls of
Safa and Marwa. This act retraces the footsteps of Hagar (wife of Prophet Abraham) during her desperate search for water
for her infant son Ishmael, after they were left in the desert by the Prophet Abraham in response to a divine vision.

7. The sacred Black Stone built into the south-east corner of the Ka’ba at a height of approximately 4 feet.

8. The step-stone used by the Prophet Abraham during the original construction of the Ka’ba.

9. Tafsir-i-Namunah, v.3, pp. 14-17.

10. He meant that whoever has a question that bothers him can ask it.

11. Bihar al-Anwar, v.10, pp.209-210.

12. Hajj, Barname’ye Takamul, pp.80, 93.

13. An Arabic phrase said in the pilgrimage meaning “Here | am at Your service”.

14. Here | am at Your service, O Lord! Here | am!

15. Hajj, Barnameye Takamul, p.228; quoted from al-Wafi, v.2, p.42.

16. This means that having bad suspicions about God and being hopeless of God’s mercy is very dangerous. It is a great
sin.

17. Hajj Barnameye Takamul, p.228.

18. Hajj Barname’ye Takamul, p.48, quoted from al-Kafi, v.4, p.254.

19. Ibid, quoted from al-Wafi, v.2, p.4.
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