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Then the right of the possessor of authority is that you should know that God has established
you as a trial for him. God is testing him through the authority He has given him over you. And
you should sincerely provide him with your advice. And you should not quarrel with him while he
has full dominance over you, for thereby you cause your own destruction and his, too. And you
should be humble and courteous for his gifts to attain his satisfaction with you, so that he will
not harm your religion.

And you should seek God's help in this regard. Do not oppose his power and do not resist him.
Should you do so, you would have disobeyed him and disobeyed yourself: thus exposing
yourself to encounter his evil and expose him to destruction by you. Thus you will deserve to be
considered to be his assistant acting against yourself and as his partner in what he does to you.
And there is no power but in God.

In this chapter, we review the rights of the leaders of the society as expressed by Imam Sajjad . At first,
the rights of the rulers are discussed. Everyone agrees that there must be a ruler in each society in order

to run the affairs. Social regulations and laws should be executed under his rule. Social security and
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peace should be established and chaos should be avoided so that the people can continue their lives

and struggle for further development.

Imam Ali’s Views on the Need for a Ruler

When the “Kharijites”1 objected to Imam Ali about the issue of “Hakamayn”2 and claimed that the verdict

lies but with God, Imam Ali said:
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“The statement is right but what (they think) it means is wrong. Yes, it is true that verdict lies but with
God, but these people say that (the function of) governance is only for God. The fact is that there is no
escape for men from a ruler, whether good or bad. The faithful persons perform (good) acts in his rule
while the unfaithful ones enjoy (worldly) benefits in it. During the rule, God would carry everything to end.
Tax is collected by the ruler, enemies are fought with, roadways are protected and the right of the weak
is taken from the strong till the virtuous enjoys peace and is allowed protection from (the oppression of)
the wicked.”

Imam Ali stresses the need for a ruler in the society and his role. He points out that a peaceful and
strong society is one in which there is a strong rule based upon which security and order is established

in the society. Here the Imam stressed the absolute necessity of a ruler in the society.

Imam Ridha’s Views on the Need for a Ruler

Fazl ibn Shazan quoted Imam Ridha’s views on the necessity of the existence of a ruler in the society,

and the reasons behind it. He then stated that the Imam said:

oll yal & e (G S0 G Gt o8 Y1 sliles 1o JLall opo 2L ¥y 5,801 e 2,8 2a ¥ T Leie
RS2 4 Dbl e V1 ol K158 ¥ die el 1Y & (Tad e AN W5 L (SOl RS 8 3AT L6 (Ll

P S T P PO b B IR I R s e s
priosllin (o ogallls aiagy pgiclany pgivran o (815 ogud 4 (o saudy.

“One reason to support this view is that there have been no groups or nations who have been able to
continue living without a leader or ruler, since people need a leader for their worldly and heavenly affairs.
Therefore, it is not wise for a sage to deprive the people of what they need to continue living. They fight
their enemies under his rule. They divide the booties under his supervision. They establish their Friday
congregations and other gatherings through him. They seek justice for the weak ones against the
oppressors by him.”3



The need for a leader is clearly established from these words expressed by Imam Ridha .

Just Leaders and Their Characteristics

God has said in the Holy Qur’an that there are two kinds of rulers: just leaders and oppressive rulers.
Each one has certain characteristics that we will briefly outline here. Consider the following verse of the

Holy Qur’an:
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“And We made them leaders, guiding (men) by Our Command, and We sent them inspiration to
do good deeds, to establish regular prayers, and to practice reqular charity; and they constantly
served Us (and Us only).” [The Holy Quran, al-Anbiya 21:73]

The characteristics and duties expressed in this verse about leaders appointed by God are as follows:
1) Guiding men by God’s Command

2) Receiving divine inspiration to do good deeds, establish regular prayers, practice regular charity in

order to reduce the gap between the rich and the poor

3) To constantly serve God, i.e. they must have served God to attain the position of leadership of the

society.

Leadership as a Requirement for Victory

God has clearly stated strength and power as a requirement for a just ruler in the Holy Qur'an. The
Qur’an cites a few illustrative examples. One such example is the story of Talut that is also expressed in
the Bible.4 Talut was a tall, strong and handsome man. He had strong nerves. He was very wise and
intelligent. Some say he was called Talut because he was very tall.5 Consider the following verse of the

Holy Qur’an:
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“Hast thou not turned thy vision to the Chiefs of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Moses?
They said to a Prophet (that was) among them: "Appoint for us a king, that we may fight in the
cause of God...." [The Holy Qur'an, al-Baqarah 2:246]

Also, consider the following verse:
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Their Prophet said to them: "God hath appointed Talut as king over you." They said: "How can he
exercise authority over us when we are better fitted than he to exercise authority, and he is not
even gifted, with wealth in abundance?" He said: "God hath chosen him above you, and hath
gifted him abundantly with knowledge and bodily prowess: God granteth His authority to whom
He pleaseth. God careth for all, and He knoweth all things." [The Holy Qur'an, al-Baqarah 2:247)]

We see that having a strong and intelligent leader is an important factor in achieving victory and
success. This can clearly be seen in this verse where a knowledgeable person is appointed to rule the
Children of Israel. They objected to his being poor but God responds with the fact that Talut is gifted with

knowledge and bodily powess.

Talut Heads the Army

Talut headed the army and proved his ability to run the affairs of the army and the country in a very short
time. Then he went to fight against an enemy that seriously threatened them. He stressed that only
those who were whole-heartedly interested in fighting with the enemy could accompany him. Then the

children of Israel finally managed to overcome Jalut’s forces under the leadership of a strong leader.

From studying this account, we can see that the most important aspects of leadership are divine
appointment, knowledge and power. The leader uses his knowledge to recognize the proper path to
progress for the society that he leads. He uses his power to implement his plans. Another point
mentioned by Imam Sajjad is that God will test both the leader and his followers. We see an example of

this test in the story of Talut as we read the following verse:
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When Talut set forth with the armies, he said: “God will test you at the stream: if any drinks of its
water, He goes not with my army: Only those who taste not of it go with me: A mere sip out of the
hand is excused.” But they all drank of it, except a few. When they crossed the river, - He and the
faithful ones with him, - they said: “This day we cannot cope with Goliath and his forces.” But
those who were convinced that they must meet God, said: “How oft, by God's will, hath a small
force vanquished a big one? God is with those who steadfastly persevere.” [The Holy Quran, al-

Baqarah 2:249]



Good Use of Power by Alexander

Another example of the good use of power is found in the story of Alexander or Zul-garnain. In this
story, Alexander runs into a people who hardly understand but are apparently rich and have an enemy.

Consider the following verse in this regard:
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“Until, when he reached (a tract) between two mountains, he found, beneath them, a people who
scarcely understood a word.” [The Holy Quran, al-Kahf 18:93]

This refers to some people who lived in a mountainous region. They were neither Eastern nor Western.
They were of a very backward civilization since the Qur'an says that they scarcely understood a word.
Alternatively, it may be that they were mentally retarded. This is, of course, less probable. They had
ruthless enemies called the people of Gog and Magog. They complained to Alexander about them, and
offered to pay him tribute in order to build a barrier between them and the people of Gog and Magog.

Consider the following verse in this respect:
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“They said: "O Zul-qarnain! The Gog and Magog (People) do great mischief on earth: shall we
then render thee tribute in order that thou mightest erect a barrier between them and us?” He
said: "(The power) in which my Lord has established me is better (than tribute): Help me
therefore with strength (and labor): | will erect a strong barrier between you and them. Bring me
blocks of iron." At length, when he had filled up the space between the two steep mountain-
sides, he said, "Blow (with your bellows)." Then, when he had made it (red) as fire, he said: "Bring
me, that | may pour over it, molten lead." [The Holy Qur'an, al-Kahf 18:94-96]

It seems that the pathway through which the people of Gog and Magog attacked them was a space
between two steep mountainsides. Alexander filled up that space with blocks of iron, had it heated up
and then poured molten lead over it to totally block off the passage.6 Then instead of being haughty for
what he had done, he politely stated that his power was that of his Lord’s Mercy on him. The people

thanked him. This is one of the characteristics of a strong leader. Imam Ali said:

or -,
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“The saving of good people depends on their just leader. The destruction of bad people is due to their
bad leader.”7

Recognize Good Leaders and Obey Them

Imam Sadiq narrated that Imam Husayn told his companions:
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“O people! God created the people only in order that they get to recognize Him. When they recognize
Him, they worship Him, and when they worship Him they have no need of worshipping other than Him.”

A man said: “O’ May my parents be your ransom! How do we get to recognize God?” Imam Husayn

said:

28,
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“For each era the people should recognize their own leader whose obedience is obligatory for them.”
Thus, we see that the Imam considers getting to know the just leader is the proper way to recognize
God.

Egyptians Were Saved by a Just Leader

We read in the Holy Qur’an that when Joseph was released from jail, and his talents became apparent
to the ruler of Egypt, he was offered a high position in the government. Joseph who was an honest man
and knew economics well thought that he could save the people of Egypt. He asked to be appointed as

the treasurer. Consider the following verse of the Holy Qur’an:
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“(Joseph) said: "Set me over the store-houses of the land: I will indeed guard them, as one that
knows (their importance). [The Holy Qurian, Yusuf 12:55]

Joseph ran the affairs of the country and safely led the Egyptian people through the years of famine in

such a successful way that the Qur’an considers him one of the best human leaders.



A Just Ruler Deserves to be Respected

There are many traditions that stress the necessity of respecting a just ruler. We shall mention a few of

them here. The Prophet of God said:
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“Respect and revere the rulers since they are the Glory of God and His shadow on earth if they are

Jjust.”s

It has been narrated that Umar asked the Prophet of God : “Please inform me of a ruler to whom

everyone bows in respect.” The Prophet said:
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“He is God’s shadow on the earth. Whenever he does some good act, there will be a reward for him and
you must be grateful to him. Whenever he does an evil act, he is held responsible for it and you must be

patient and persevering.”9

We see that in this tradition the Prophet of God has stressed that we should be grateful to just rulers. It

has been narrated that Imam Kazim advised his followers as follows:
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“Do not debase yourselves through disobedience to your rulers. If they are just rulers, ask God for their
prosperity and lasting rule. If they are oppressive rulers, ask God to guide them. Your righteousness
depends on his righteousness. A just ruler is like a kind father. Like for him what you like for yourselves,

and dislike for him what you dislike for yourselves.”10

We see that the Imam depicts a just ruler as a kind father. He can direct the society towards progress,
development and perfection, just as a kind father raises a good child. The Noble Prophet said:
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“God has adorned the heavens with three things: the sun, the moon and the stars. He has also adorned

the earth with three things: scholars, rain and just rulers.”11



A Just Pagan Ruler or a Muslim Oppresive Ruler

When Hulegu Khan conquered Baghdad in 1258 A.D. he had his agents ask the wise ones in Baghdad
whether a just pagan ruler is better or a Muslim oppressive ruler. When the scientists gathered in the
Mustansiriyah School and read the question they refused to answer. Razi ad-din Ali ibn Tavoos who
was highly respected by the sages in Baghdad was also present there. When he saw that they refused
to answer the question, he started to write the answer as follows: “A just pagan ruler is better than an
oppressive Muslim ruler. This is supported by a tradition from the Prophet of God , which says:
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Rule lasts if accompanied by justice, even if it is a pagan’s rule. However, it will not last by oppression

even if it is a Muslim’s rule.”12

Being Informed about Governmental Affairs

Another important characteristic of a good ruler is being informed about governmental affairs. We saw in
the story of Talut a manifestation of this principle. He was strong and well-informed as to how to run the
affairs. A ruler’s knowledge of the affairs of the government is like a lantern that lights up his way out of
darkness. Some wise men have said that if a ruler lacks knowledge, he is like an elephant that runs over
and destroys everything when it attacks, since it neither has knowledge nor intellect that are the means

which hinder oppression.

Fear and Piety

Another good characteristic of a just ruler is piety and being God-fearing. These characteristics are a
source of good blessings. When a ruler has piety, his people live in security. It is narrated that once
Imam Ali called his slave. He did not respond. He called him several times again, but the slave did not
respond. Then someone entered the room and told Imam Ali that the slave was standing behind the

door, but did not respond.

Then the slave entered the room and Imam Ali asked him if he had heard being called. The slave replied
positively. Then the Imam asked why he had not responded. The slave said: “I did not respond because
| feel secure that | will not be punished by you.” Then Imam Ali said: “I thank God for establishing me as

one whose creatures are secure from.”

Forgiving and Overlooking

Other good characteristics of a ruler are forgiving and overlooking people’s minor faults as we read in



the following verse:

“Let them forgive and overlook, do you not wish that God should forgive you?” [The Holy Quran,
al-Nur 24:22]

Imam Ali said:
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“Forgive your enemy once you have overcome him, so as to be grateful about the blessing of the victory

which you have been granted. 13

In Imam Ali’s letter to Malik al-Ashtar, we read:
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“Never be sorry about forgiving, and never be pleased with punishing. ”14

In the same letter, Imam Ali wrote:
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“Forgive the people as you wish God to grant you His forgiveness. Your rank is above them, and the
rank of the possessor of the rule is above yours, and God'’s rank is above the rank of the one who has

granted you your authority. 15

Fulfilling His Engagements

Another important characteristic of a ruler is that he should fulfill his engagements. In this regard, God

says:
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“And fulfill (every) engagement, for (every) engagement will be enquired into (on the Day of



Reckoning).” [The Holy Quran, Bani Isra’il 17:34)

Being Informed about the Country’s Affairs

Another good characteristic for a ruler is being well-informed about the affairs of the people and the
country. He should know the problems and the insufficiencies that the people are dealing with. He
should do his best to pave the way for the elimination of these difficulties and set his nation on the path

to progress and development. Imam Ali wrote the following to Malik al-Ashtar in this regard:
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“Do not prolong your seclusion from your subjects, for the rulers’ seclusion from their subjects is a kind
of limitation and (results in) a lack of knowledge about (their) affairs. Seclusion from them deprives them
(the rulers) of the knowledge of what is concealed from them so that what is great becomes small for
them and the small becomes great, the good is seen to be ugly and the ugly to be good, and the truth is
mixed with falsehood.”

Oppressive Rulers

As we said God has set two kinds of leaders: just ones and oppressive ones. The Qur'an says:
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“And we made them (but) leaders inviting to the Fire; and on the Day of Judgment no help shall
they find.” [The Holy Quran, al-Qasas 28:41]

Oppressive rulers invite the people who follow them to the Fire of Hell. Now you may wonder how God
could set some oppressive rulers while He has sent Prophets to invite man to do good and to lead man
to prosperity. The answer is that having an oppressive ruler is a direct consequence of a nation’s acts.
Naturally, the fact that is usually expressed as “for every action there is a reaction” is just a divine law.
They have set out on a path that leads them to the rule of corrupt people. That is why they are the
masters of the residents of Hell, as they were leaders of the corrupt people in this world. Thus they are

cursed by God in this world, and in the next to come as God says:

/////



“In this world We made a curse to follow them and on the Day of Judgment they will be among
the loathed (and despised).” [The Holy Quran, al-Qasas 28:42]

God’s curse is depriving them of His Mercy. The curse of the angels and the believers will also be
always upon them. Divine leaders invite the people to do good deeds, but corrupt rulers invite the people
to corruption and the Fire. There is a tradition from Imam Sadiq in this regard. It says that divine leaders

give priority to God’s orders over those of the people and their own will.

They consider God’s decrees to be the best ones. However, the second group give priority to their own
orders over those of God and consider their decrees to be above His. 16 As each leader has some
followers in this world, each leader in the Hereafter also has some followers. Bashar ibn Ghalib quoted
on the authority of Imam Husayn when asked about the interpretation of the following verse:

“One day We shall call together all human beings with their (respective) Imams.” [The Holy
Quran, Bani Israil 17:71]

Imam Husayn said:
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“A leader invites to guidance and some people follow him. Another leader invites to corruption and some
people accept his invitation. The first group will go to Heaven while the second group goes to Hell. This
is what is meant by the Almighty God’s words: “... (when) some will be in the Garden, and some in
the Blazing Fire’ [Shura 42:7).717

Imam Sadiq said:
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“Truth is erased, falsehood is revived, and injustice, oppression and corruption become manifest during

the rule of an oppressive ruler.” 18

The Noble Prophet of Islam said:
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“For everything there is a blight that corrupts it. The blight of this religion is evil rulers.”19

Imam Bagir said:

1B gd HLAI anlall L LTS give (s5h Conln o ya (gl G 300G,

“There are three groups of people who are not entitled to respect: those who have a lust for innovations

(in religion), those who are oppressive leaders, and corrupt people who manifest their corrupt deeds. 20

From the above discussion, we can clearly see the role of oppressive rulers in destroying the truth and
making falsehood and corruption prevail in the society.

An Oppressive Rule: From Light into Darkness

God says in the Holy Quran:
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“.Of those who reject faith the patrons are the evil ones: from light they will lead them forth into
the depths of darkness...” [The Holy Quran, al-Baqarah 2:257]

Imam Sadiq said:
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“Whoever accepts the leadership and rule of an oppressive ruler not appointed by God has no religion,
and whoever accepts the leadership of a just leader appointed by God has no blame (on him).” Ibn Abi
Ya'foor asked: “No religion for those and no blame on these?” The Imam said: “Yes. No religion for
those and no blame on these! Did you not hear God'’s statement: ‘God is the Protector of those who
have faith: from the depths of darkness He will lead them forth into light... ”al-Baqarah, 2:257).

Treacherous Ruler as Viewed by Imam Ali

The following is a part of a letter that Imam Ali wrote to Masgalah b. Hubayrah al-Shaybani, who was his

representative in a city in the province of Fars21 called Ardeshir Khorrah:
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“I have heard things about you that, if true, imply that you have raised your Lord’s wrath, and you have
disobeyed your leader. | have been notified that you are dividing the properties of Muslims that they
have earned with their spears and horses, and for which they have shed their blood, between your Arab
relatives who have come to you. | swear by Him Who split the seed and created man, that if this is true
then you will find yourself debased in my sight and you will be lowered in my estimation. Therefore do
not make light of your Lord’s right, and do not build your world by destroying your religion lest you be of
those who are "..the greatest losers in their works™ (18:103). 22

Then he continues:
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“Moreover, indeed the greatest form of treachery is that done to a nation, and the greatest form of deceit
against the people of the city is the deceit of the leader. You have five hundred thousand Dirhams of

dues belonging to the Muslims, so send it to us when my representative comes to you.” 23

We see how Masgalah who had started to forcefully take away the people’s property is blamed by Imam
Ali and his treachery is considered to be the worst possible type by the Imam .

Abu-Dharr’s Request was Turned Down

It has been quoted on the authority of Abu-Dharr: “| told the Prophet of God : Will you not appoint me to
a government position?” The Prophet replied:
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“O Abu-Dharr! You are weak and the rule of a government is a trust. On the Day of Judgment it will be a
(cause of) disgrace and remorse except for those who rightfully obtain it, and fulfil what is incumbent on
them in it. 24

Thus, we see that although Abu-Dharr was one of the special companions of the Prophet , he was

denied a government position, and told that he was not able to run the affairs of the government.



1. A sect of Muslims who rebelled against the caliphate.

2. “Hakamayn” in Arabic means two “hakims”. A “hakim” is a magistrate or one who issues decrees.

3. Al-Hayat, v.2, p.386.

4. The king of Palestine. Talut is the Arabic name for Saul. Consider the following verses from the Bible:

“When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son
of Kish was taken: and whn they sought him, he could not be found. Therefore they enquired of the Lord further, if the man
should yet come thither. And the Lord answered, Behold he hath hid himself among the stuff. And they ran and fetched him
thence: and when he stood among the people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders and upward. And
Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him among all the people?
And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king. [1 Samuel 10:21-24, King James version].
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