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Freedom of Ownership

Right n. 26: The Right of the Master
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Then the right of your master who has favored you1 is that you should know that he has spent
his property for you and has brought you out of the abasement of slavery and its desolation, and
has brought you into the honor of freedom and its sociability. And he has freed you from the
captivity of his own possession and has released the bonds of his slavery from you.

And he has led you to smell the scent of honor, and has brought you out of the prison of
subjugation, and has repelled hardship from you, and has extended to you the tongue of
fairness, and has liberated you to freely move about in the whole world, and has given you
ownership of yourself, and has freed you from captivity, and has given you the freedom to
worship your Lord.

And for this he has suffered a decrease in his fortune. Then you should know that he is the
closest creature to you after your relations of kin in your life and after your death, and that he is
the most meritorious creature to receive your assistance and support, and your help for God’s

sake. Therefore, do not prefer yourself to him regarding any of his needs.

Here Imam Sajjad warns the freed slave about the rights of his master- a master who has expended his

property to free him, and has brought him out of the abasement of slavery into the honor of freedom -
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freedom of thoughts and beliefs. He has brought him out of the slavery of other than god into the honor

of God’s servitude. He warns him that such a master has certain rights incumbent upon him.

Thus, he should realize that such a master has the right to be helped. He should realize that he should
never prefer himself to his master regarding any of his needs. We have already discussed the history of
slavery. We expressed the oppressions they suffered. We also stated the factors that led to their
freedom. Especially we clarified how Islam gradually established the proper conditions for their freedom.
Here we shall not repeat what was said before. Rather we will present other aspects of their freedom -

namely ideological freedom and the freedom of ownership.

Freedom to Think

Freedom to think is the most fundamental human right. Each individual has the right to think about
anything he wants. No one is allowed to control his thinking, or interrogate him about what he thinks, or
set up certain conditions that will block him from thinking and understanding properly. Although one may
argue that only a slave’s body is under the control of his master and his mind is free, it is obvious that in

reality a slave is deprived of the opportunity to think freely.

Even if we assume that he is free to think, it is not possible for him to put his thoughts into practice.
Therefore when Imam Sajjad says: “...and has brought you out of the prison of subjugation, and has
repelled hardship from you, and has extended to you the tongue of fairness...” he implies that once a
slave is freed, he can think freely. He can put his thoughts into practice out there in the real world. Thus,
we can say that once a slave is freed, he has attained freedom of the mind. Islam has granted its
followers freedom of the mind, and has left their way to study and research open. Imam Ali said the
following in this regard:
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“Whoever looks at various aspects of thoughts can recognize positions of faults. "2

Thus, we can see that there is no censorship of thoughts in Islam. The criteria for maturity and worth of a
person in Islam are considered his intellect, knowledge and thinking. One hour of thinking is considered
better than seventy years of worshipping. In many verses, the Quran advises man to think and

understand. Consider the following verse:
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“Those who listen to the Word, and follow the best (meaning) in it: those are the ones whom God
has guided, and those are the ones endued with understanding.” [The Holy Quran, al-Zumar



39: 18]

In another verse of the Holy Qur'an we read:
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“..can the blind be held equal to the seeing?" Will ye then consider not?” [The Holy Quran, al-
An‘am 6:50]

Ideological Freedom

One’s ideology forms due to a certain background and environment. The way one is educated and some
other factors are also involved in the formation of a person’s ideology. To change a person’s ideology we
must rely on the same influential factors that were instrumental in its initial formation. We cannot use

force to change a person’s ideology. The Holy Qur’an says the following in this regard:
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“Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error.”[The Holy Quran, al-
Baqarah 2:256]

In another verse we read:
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“If it had been thy Lord's will, they would all have believed, - all who are on earth! Wilt thou then
compel mankind, against their will, to believe!” [The Holy Quran, Yunus 10:99]

In another verse it says:
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“Say, "The truth is from your Lord": Let him who will believe, and let him who will, reject (it): for
the wrongdoers We have prepared a Fire..!” [The Holy Quran, al-Kahf 18:29]

We also read:
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“Therefore do thou give admonition, for thou art one to admonish. Thou art not one to manage
(men's) affairs.” [The Holy Qur'an, al-Ghashiyah 88:21-22]

Moreover, in another verse we read:
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‘Now have come to you, from your Lord, proofs (to open your eyes): if any will see, it will be for
(the good of) his own soul; if any will be blind, it will be to his own (harm): | am not (here) to
watch over your doings." [The Holy Qur'an, al-An’am, 6: 104)

The above verses also clarify that there is no compulsion in religion. Everyone is free to choose. Islam is
a religion of the intellect, logic, science and research. It forbids following blindly. It considers any form of
worshipping other than God, like idol-worshipping or worshipping cows as forms of ignorance. Islam

invites man to think and acquire knowledge.

Freedom of Ownership

Addressing the freed slaves and regarding their masters, Imam Sajjad said the following regarding their
masters: “...and has liberated you to freely move about in the whole world...” This freedom includes
freedom of thought and freedom of ownership. Thus, a freed slave can own and use his own property.
Private ownership is rooted in man’s nature. It fosters encouragement and helps our lives develop. Islam

honors private ownership and legally supports it. Consider the following verse in this respect:
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“...To men is allotted what they earn, and to women what they earn... [The Holy Quran, al- Nisaa
4:32]

Once you legitimately earn something, then it belongs to you. Consider the following verse:
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“O ye who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves in vanities: But let there be
amongst you traffic and trade by mutual good-will!” [The Holy Quran, al-Nisaa 4:29)

Therefore, what one earns through legitimate means belongs to him. Should he be killed while trying to
protect his property, he is considered a martyr:
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“Whoever gets killed for guarding his wealth is a martyr.”3

Freedom of ownership does not mean that one can obtain wealth through any possible means. Wealth
obtained through work in the fields of agriculture, animal husbandry, business, industry and the like are

one’s legal property.

However, what one may obtain through acts like robbery, cheating in transactions, cheating in the
amount of goods sold, usury or confiscation is considered to be illegitimately earned by Islam. Islam
seriously fights such deeds. It places certain forms of Islamic tax and declares certain rights on what one

earns legitimately. Consider the following verse regarding those who do not abide by these regulations:
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“And there are those who bury gold and silver and spend it not in the way of God: announce unto
them a most grievous penalty-0On the Day when heat will be produced out of that (wealth) in the
fire of Hell, and with it will be branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs. This is the
(treasure) which ye buried for yourselves: taste ye, then, the (treasures) ye buried!" [The Holy
Quran, al-Tawbah 9:34-35]

This was a brief study of the degrees of freedom a slave attains after being freed. Finally, Imam Sajjad
stresses the importance of the freed slave being grateful to his master for freeing him. The Imam warns

the freed slave that he should never forget his master’s major act of freeing him.

1. By freeing you from slavery.
2. Nahjul Balaghah, Fayz al-Islam, wise saying 164.
3. Islam wa Huquq al-Bashar, p.316; quoted from Al-Adalat al-ljtima’iyat, p. 103.
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