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Right n. 44: The Right of the Younger One
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And the right of him who is younger than you is that you have compassion on him, train and
educate him, pardon him, and cover up his faults, be gentle with him and help him, cover up the
guilts of his juvenility because this will make him repent; treat him with patience, and stop
quarrelling with him. This will lead him to more sensible conduct.

Imam Sajjad recommends us to treat younger people with kindness, educate them, pardon them and
cover up their faults. We should be patient with them and help them with their affairs. Undoubtedly being
egocentric is one of the foundations of the development of children’s personality. If used properly and

directed well, it can lead to their prosperity.

A proper way to respond to this egocentrism is to respect the children and attend to their personality.
Any child whose egocentrism is not properly recognized in the family will feel humiliated. He will have a
feeling of having failed in life. He will be depressed. Such children are prone to various deviations and

faults. That is why Imam Sajjad instructs us to overlook their mistakes.

The Noble Prophet has said the following regarding child-rearing:
oSIT iy (5931 150 K1,

“Respect your children and improve your behavior.”1
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Imam Sajjad has stressed training and educating children as one of the major duties of parents, and
rights that children have incumbent upon their parents. The practices and lives of the Immaculate Imams
are good examples of this.

Encouraging Children

Imam Hasan gathered his children and his brother’s children once and told them:
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“You are all children today, but will soon be great men in the future, so acquire knowledge. Whoever of
you does not have a good memory, should write down what his teachers say and keep the notes at

home for later review. "2

We see that Imam Hasan uses the children’s egotism to encourage them to study to become great men
in the future. He does not resort to punishment or threatening, rather he shows them that their studies
today will pave the way for their progress tomorrow. What is done by Imam Hasan is the best known
method of educational guidance today. Thus if a family succeeds in encouraging their children to study
by raising hopes for their future progress in them, that family can direct them to eagerly pursue

knowledge. There is no need to resort to threatening them or using force and punishment.

Proper Way of Child-Rearing

One of the most fundamental conditions for the proper development of our children is freedom. The

same holds true for adults. There is no hope for progress in an environment full of oppression. It is the
calm atmosphere of freedom that fosters the flourishing of talents. That is why Muslim teachers do not
resort to the use of force as much as possible. The Prophet of Islam who was the teacher of humanity

was very kind.

Ibn Masoud narrated that once when a man went to see the Prophet , he was afraid to talk. The Prophet
said: “Do not be afraid. | am not a king.”3 The Noble Prophet said:
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“Whoever has a child should behave like a child with him. 4

Imam Ali said:
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“Whoever has a child should play with him.”

The Noble Prophet said:
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“May God’s mercy be upon a servant (of God) who helps his child in righteousness through goodness to

him and friendliness towards him, and through educating and training him.”5

Respecting Children

Whenever the Noble Prophet of God returned from a journey, and met the children on the way home, he
stopped in respect for the children. He then asked the smaller children to come forward. He picked them
up and hugged them. He put some of them on his shoulders. He instructed his companions to hug
children and let them ride on their shoulders. He said children get really happy this way. The children
never forget these moments. Whenever they got together, they proudly talked about how the Prophet of
God hugged them, and gave them a ride on his back, or that he ordered his companions to give them

rides on their backs.

Overlooking Children’s Mistakes

Imam Sajjad instructs us to pardon the faults of children, and overlook their mistakes. Overlooking and
pardoning some of the faults of children is one of the major moral issues that should be used in the
education of children. It is sometimes more effective to overlook other people’s mistakes and act as if
you know nothing about them. Imam Sadiq said:
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“Goodness of companionship and living together is a full measure, two-thirds of which is (possessing)

understanding and one third of it is overlooking (the shortcomings of others).” 6

The Prophet of Islam has stressed the importance of overlooking other people’s mistakes as we can

read in the following tradition:
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“Half of (the nature of) the believer is overlooking mistakes.”7

Of course, there are two forms of overlooking. One form is recommendable while the other form is not
desirable. The form of overlooking of other people’s mistakes that is recommended by the leaders of
Islam is based on the intellect and is meant to make improvements. It is done with good intentions.
Teachers can get good results from overlooking, if they do it at the proper time and in the proper place.

As an example, stealing money from the parents is sometimes done by some children all over the world.
The instinctive desire to own develops in children sooner or later. Then they start to consider everything
their own property. They may take other kids’ toys, or pick some money from their father’s pocket. In
these conditions it is best for the father to say: “Some money has been taken from my wallet.” Then the
mother should say: “Is there anyone in this house who might do such a bad thing? No, of course not.”

Then the father should apologize and say: “I am sorry. It must have fallen out of my pocket, or maybe |
did not get the right change back when | was shopping.” Then the child will think over what he has done,
and say to himself how good it is that no one has found out about it. Then he will decide not to do it
again, since this will threaten his honor. As stressed by Imam Sajjad , this is one of the situations in
which overlooking a child’s mistake is recommendable and will lead to an improvement in his behavior.
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