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Right n. 47: The Right of Him through whom
God makes you Happy

حق من سرك اله به وعل يديه

عضوم ف كَ بقَدْرِهذل َلع تَهرَش ثُم لاوا هال دْتما لَكَ حدَهمانَ تَعفَإنْ ك ،دَيهي َعلو به هكَ الرس نم قا حأمو
،نْهم أنَّه تملوع رتَهَشو هال دْتما حدَهمتَع ني إنْ لَمةَ، وافَاالْم لَه دْتصراو دَاءتالاب لفَض َلع افَأتَهكو اءزالج
تَوحدَكَ بها واحببت هذا إذ كانَ سبباً من اسباب نعم اله علَيكَ وترجو لَه بعدَ ذلكَ خَيرا، فإنَّ اسباب النّعم بركةٌ
هةَ إلا بالدَ. ولا قُومتَعي انَ لَمإنْ كو انتا كم يثح.

And the right of him through whom God makes you happy is that1 if he intentionally made you
happy, you should first praise God and then you should thank him accordingly, and reward him
for initiating a nobility and be determined to return his favor. But if he made you happy
unintentionally, you should praise God, thank Him, and realize that He chose you exclusively for
that, and you liked it. He has been one of the means of God’s blessings descending upon you.
You should only wish him well since the means of descension of blessings are themselves
blessings wherever they be, even if unintentionally. And there is no power but in God.

There are many different situations in life. Sometimes life is filled with failures and difficulties. At other
times, it is filled with success and happiness. The difficulties may seem like storms that threaten a safe
harboring. The successes may cause such an outbreak of happiness that we lose all our control. Islam
and the Qur’an direct us towards prosperity, and invite us to act moderately in all situations.

We should not lose hope in God’s Mercy when we are faced with difficulties. We should not think that
there is no way out for us. We should not become negligent during times of happiness and forget our
identity and God. We should remember God in all situations, and realize that blessings and the attention
that we receive are due to God’s will. It is God who makes us happy. We should also realize that
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difficulties are very instrumental in our progress and development. We should be moderate whether we
are happy or sad. The cause of happiness varies. Sometimes we get a new position. At other times, we
get rich. Sometimes another person makes us happy.

The Reward for Making Believers Happy

There is a chapter on this subject in Usul al-Kafi. The importance of happiness and making people
happy has been outlined there. We will review a few of them here.
Abi Hamzeh al-Thumali quoted on the authority of Imam Sadiq on the authority of God’s Prophet:

هال رفَقَدْ س نرس نمو نرناً فَقَدْ سؤمم رن سم.

“Whoever makes a believer happy has indeed made me happy. Whoever makes me happy has made
God happy.”2

This tradition shows us that one way to please the Prophet and God is to make the people happy. This
can play a very important role in fostering social unity, and in eliminating hard feelings and animosities.
Jabir narrated that Imam Baqir said:

تَبسم المؤمن ف وجه المؤمن حسنةٌ وصرف القَذى عنه حسنَةٌ وما عبِدَ اله بِشَء احب إلَيه من إدخَالِ السرورِ
نؤمالم لع.

“The smile of a believer at another believer is a good deed. Removing a speck from your brother’s eye is
a good deed. No form of worshipping God is more loved by Him than making the believer happy.”3

Therefore, the best form of worshipping God is making others happy. Imam Baqir said: “In the
supplications of Moses - the son of Imran - we read that God told Moses : “There are among My
servants some for whom Heaven is destined and they shall have the rule there.” Then Moses asked: “O
Lord! Who are those who have such a special place in Heaven?”

God said: “Those who make believers happy.” This tradition continues as follows: “If a believer who lives
in a land that is ruled by an oppressive ruler migrates to a land in which pagans live, seeks asylum there
and gets influenced by them; when he dies he will be told, “O My servant! I would have let you reside in
Heaven if you had any place there, but Heaven is forbidden for those who set up partners with me.” The
fire will be ordered to seize that man but not to torture him, and he will be fed at proper times. Then
Moses asked: “Where will he be fed from?” God said: “He will be fed from wherever God wills.”4 We
also see a similar concept in the following verse:

انَّ اله لا يغْفر ان يشْركَ بِه ويغْفر ما دونَ ذَلكَ لمن يشَاء



“God forgiveth not that partners should be set up with Him; but He forgiveth anything else, to
whom He pleaseth …” [The Holy Qur’an, al-Nisaa 4:48]

Therefore, we realize that those who make people happy go to Heaven and have a special rank there. In
the sixth tradition in the above-mentioned chapter, we read that Imam Sadiq said:

هسولِ الر لع هالل ولَينا، بع هل والفَقَط، ب أدخَلَه ليهع روراً أنَّهس نؤمم لع خَلم إذا أددُكحرى الا ي.

“When one of you makes a believer happy, you should not think that you have only made him happy.
No, I swear by God, you have also made us happy. No, I swear by God, you have also made God’s
Prophet happy.”5

Therefore the Prophet and the Immaculate Imams all get happy when they see that their followers are
being kind to each other and making each other happy.

Making Others Happy Will Save You

Sodayr Seyrafi quoted on the authority of Imam Sadiq : “When a believer is resurrected on Judgment
Day, he might see someone ahead of him who tells him not to be afraid of what he sees, and gives him
glad tidings of happiness from the Lord. Then that person always accompanies him until the Reckoning.
His Reckoning will be an easy one, and he will be told to go to Heaven.

That person who always walks ahead of him will still accompany him. Then the believer will ask: “May
God have Mercy upon you. You have been walking ahead of me since I was resurrected, and have
given me glad tidings of God’s Mercy on me. Now please tell me who you are.” That person will say: “I
am the result of your deeds making other believers happy in your life. God created me out of that
happiness to give you glad tidings.”6 In this tradition, we see that all our deeds will somehow be
manifested in the Hereafter.

Imam Sadiq’s Followers are Men of Action

Kulayni narrated that Mohammad ibn Jamhoor said: “Najashi was a farmer who was appointed as the
governor of the provinces of Ahwaz and Fars. One of his agents went to see Imam Sadiq and said: I
owe Najashi a lot of taxes and know that he really likes you. Can you please write a recommendation for
me? Imam Sadiq wrote: “In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Make your brother happy in
order to make God happy.”

Then the man took the letter and gave it to Najashi. Najashi waited until others left. Then he kissed the
letter and asked him what he wanted. The man told Najashi that he had been taxed 10,000 Dirhams.
Najashi ordered the tax not to be taken from him, and asked if he had made him happy that way. The



man said yes. Then he ordered that a horse, a servant and a maid be given to him and asked if he had
made him happy.

The man said yes. Then Najashi ordered the carpet he was sitting on to be given to him, too. Later on,
Mohammad ibn Jamhoor told the Imam what had happened. The Imam became happy. He said: “O you
became happy.” The Imam said: “Yes. I swear by God that the Prophet became happy, too.”

Making Others Happy Will Always Accompany You

Imam Sadiq said:

من أدخَل عل مؤمن سروراً خَلَق اله من ذلكَ السرورِ خَلقاً فَيلْقاه عندَ موته فَيقول له: أبشر يا ول اله بِرامة من
عهم زاللا ي كَ، ثُمذل ثلم له قولفَي لقاهي عثكَ فإذا بذل ثلم له قولفَي ،هقَبر لَهدخي تح هعم زاللا ي رِضوانٍ، ثُمو هال
لع الّذي أدخَلتَه رورأنا الس :له قول؟ فَيهكَ الحمر ن أنتم :له قولكَ، فَيذل ثلم له قوليو هشّربولٍ يه لندَ كع
.فُلان

“Whoever makes a believer happy, God will create from that happiness a creature who will meet him at
the time of his death and say to him: ‘Rejoice, O friend of God, at the favour and pleasure of God’. He
will stay with him until he enters the grave and will repeat the same words to him. When he is
resurrected, he will meet him and say the same to him again. Then he will continue to be with him at
every (moment of) terror, giving him glad tidings and repeating the same words. The man will say to him:
‘Who are you, may God have mercy on you’? He will answer: ‘I am the happiness you had brought to so
and so in his lifetime’.”7

In the last tradition in that chapter, we read that Hisham ibn Hakam quoted on the authority of Imam
Sadiq :

هيند أو قَضاء هتب .من أحبِ الأعمالِ إل اله عز وجل إدخال السرورِ عل المؤمن: إشْباعُ جوعته أو تَنفيس كر

“One of the most beloved deeds for God is making a believer happy. That includes feeding him if he is
hungry, or helping fend off his calamities, or paying off his debts.”8

Thus, we realize that Islam is for this world and the Hereafter. The best society is one whose members
treat each other with kindness and love. The Immaculate Imams have constantly advised their followers
to help each other in order to direct them towards achieving Utopia.

1. In the other version it continues: “you first praise God, then you thank that person.”
2. Usul al-Kafi, v.2, p.188, traditions 1-2.
3. Ibid.
4. Usul al-Kafi, v.2, p.188, tradition 3.



5. Usul al-Kafi, vol.2, tradition 6.
6. Ibid. pp.190-191.
7. Usul al-Kafi, vol.2, pp.191-192.
8. Ibid.
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