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Section 10: On Miscellaneous Topics

Chapter 1: On Praying for One's Believing Brothers

1917~ Ibrahim ibn Ummar al-Yamani narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever honors a believer
has indeed honored God, and God will fend off catastrophes from whoever prays for his believing

brother and increase his share of daily bread.”

1918- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When a believer privately prays for another believer, calamities will be

fended off of him, and his share of daily bread will increase.”

1919- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whenever a believer privately
prays for his believing brother, God will appoint an angel to pray for him and say: “You will also get

whatever you asked for your believing brother.”

1920- Umar ibn Yazeed narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever you pray for forty of your

believing brothers before you pray for yourself, God will fulfill your prayers for them and for yourself.”

1921- Abdul-Rahman ibn al-Hajjjaj narrated that he asked Imam Kazim (a.s): “Is it permissible for me to
greet and pray for a Christian doctor to whom | go for a visit whenever | need him?” Imam Kazim (a.s)

replied: “Yes, but your prayers are of no use for him.”
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Chapter 2: On Lot-Casting

1922- Fuzayl ibn Yasar told Imam Sadiq (a.s): “A child is born who has no sign of being a boy or a girl.”
Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The Imam should cast a lot by writing Abdullah (a boy's name meaning servant
of God) on one piece of paper and Umatullah (a girl's name) on another piece of paper and say: “O'
Lord! There is no god but You. You are aware of what is clear and what is hidden.

You will judge between your servants on Resurrection Day regarding their differences. Please clarify the
condition of this child for us so that we may know what share of inheritance that You have made
obligatory in Your Book to give it.” Then the Imam should place these two pieces of paper among
various other names. Then they should cast lot and give the child's inheritance according to the gender

of whichever name that is drawn.”

1923- One of the companions asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) regarding an issue. He said: “This must be
determined by lot-casting. What judge is more just than casting a lot if you trust your affairs with God.
Did not God say the following in the Holy Quran:

“He (agreed to) cast lots. And he was condemned.”

[The Holy Quran: Saffat 37:141]
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Chapter 3: On Safeguarding and Refining the Soul

1924~ Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever you think that the truth will ruin you, it will save you; and

whenever you think that falsehood will save you, it will ruin you.”

1925- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “| like it when a Muslim man prays for safeguarding his religion and his
daily bread.”

1926- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever experiences the joy of our love in his heart should first thank
God for the first blessing.” The people asked him: “What is the first blessing?” Imam Sadiq (a.s) replied:
“Being born legitimately.”

1927- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever loves us and does not have a shameful background is one of
the especial servants of God.” The people asked him: “What do you mean by not having a shameful

background?” Then Imam Sadiq (a.s) replied: “I mean being born legitimately.”

1928- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “| saw something strange. | saw a
man who was walking behind an animal. The animal slipped and fell down. The man said: “l| wish you
die!” The guardian angel on the right side said: “This was not a good deed to be recorded by me.” The
guardian angel on the left side said: “This was not a sin to be recorded by me.” Then there came
revelation to the guardian angel on the left side: “You must record whatever deeds that the guardian

angel on the right side does not record.”
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Chapter 4: On Friendship, Hatred and Success

1929- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever expresses his love out of place is exposing his relationship to

the threat of being cut off.”

1930- It has been narrated that once when Imam Bagir (a.s)was sitting in the mosque, a man passed
by. Another man who was sitting there said: “| swear by God that | like that man.” Imam Bagir (a.s) said:
“Tell him that you like him if he does not know it. This will strengthen your friendship and is better for

getting accustomed to each other.”

1931- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “My friendship with my fathers is dearer to me than my relationship with
them. | can benefit from their friendship without this relationship, but | cannot benefit from this
relationship without their friendship.”

1932- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is not so that a believer is needless of

any traits. He always needs three traits: divine success, an inner council, and accepting advice.”

1933- In Al-Irshad it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is not so that you can do whatever you

decide to do, or be successful in doing whatever you have the power to do, or to do right in whatever



you are successful in doing. Whenever intention, power, success and the right outcome are all gathered
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together, then you have attained perfect prosperity.
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Chapter 5: On Remembering Blessings and Their Means

1934~ Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said that God told Moses (a.s): “O' Moses! Love Me and make Me loved by the
people.” Moses (a.s) said: “O' My Lord! You know that nothing is dearer to me than You are. How can |
attract the people's hearts to you?” God the Almighty said: “Remind them of My blessings, since they will
not remember anything but My kindness.”

1935- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Do not associate with the rich, since then you will underestimate the

blessings that God Has given to you.”

1936- Davood al-Reghi narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever God gives someone blessings,
He will also place the burden of the needs of the people on his shoulders. God will let him into Heaven if



he fulfills the needs of the people without any scorn, otherwise God will take away all the good things
given to him and his final abode will be Hell. The Prophet's intercession on the Resurrection Day will not

apply to him either.”

1937- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever the blessings given to someone increase, the means for
providing for the needs of the people will be placed in his hands. If he expresses irritation (about the

people), then the blessings will be taken away from him.”
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Chapter 6: On God Gradually Abandoning Man and not Being
Grateful to God

1938- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever God wishes someone bad, He gives him something when he
commits a sin so that he forgets to repent and remains in that state. This is God's statement:

“Those who reject Our signs, We shall gradually visit them with punishment, in ways they
perceive not.”

[The Holy Quran: Araf 7:182]

1939- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever God wills to abandon man, He will let him commit a sin, and

then give him a blessing. This will make him forget that he has committed a sin and he will not seek



God's forgiveness. This is what is meant by God gradually abandoning man.”

1940- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever says he is the best of the people is the worst of them, and
whoever says he is a resident of Heaven is a resident of Hell.”

1941- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever is given divine blessings but uses them to engage in having fun
has not been grateful for God's blessings. Whoever is stricken by a calamity, and cries out a lot only

increases his own sorrow.”
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Chapter 7: On Being Bossy

1942- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever tries to attract the people to himself while there is someone who

is more knowledgeable than himself is a wrong-doer and has transgressed beyond his limits.”

1943- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You should avoid bosses who force themselves on the people. | swear by
God that anyone whose shoes were heard hitting the ground from behind him1 got destroyed and ruined

other people too.”



1944- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “O' Young people! Fear God and do not follow bossy people. Leave them

to themselves until they realize their sins. Do not adopt anyone to be your boss instead of God.”

1945- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The worst of you are those who force their mastery over the people.
Those around whom the people gather, and love to have total control over you, who make themselves

famous, and become famous, or you put trust in, have to be liars or weak in making a decision.”
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Chapter 8: On Obeying or Disobeying God

1946- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding God's statement:
“Seeing that they had been summoned aforetime to bow in adoration while they were whole (and
had refused).”

[The Holy Quran: Qalam 68:43]

They were able to obey God, and abandon what God Had forbidden, but they were tested this way and

did not do so.”

1947- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One cannot change what God has decreed and forbidden, unless in what

there is a divine test and destiny.”

1948- Imam Bagir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Doing things at a reasonable



pace is divine, but rushing is Satanic.”
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Chapter 9: On Preparing a Will

God the Almighty said:

“It is prescribed, when death approaches any of you, if he leaves any goods, that he makes a
bequest to parents and next of kin, according to reasonable usage; this is due from the God-
fearing. If anyone changes the bequest after hearing it, the guilt shall be on those who make the
change. For God hears and knows (all things).”

[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:180-181]

1949- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever dies without making a will has died like the ignorant ones.”

1950- God's Prophet (S) said: “It is not proper for any Muslim to sleep without having prepared a will

and placing it under his pillow2.”
1951- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is obligatory for all Muslims to make a will.”

1952- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever does not make a will in front of those relatives who do not get

any inheritance from him has ended his deeds in sin.”

1953- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever does not write a good will at the time of death is deficient in

manliness and intelligence.”

God's Peace and Blessings be Upon our Master Muhammad, and his Holy Household the Purest of the

Pure, all of whom are of the Chosen Ones, and the Free Ones.
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1. Translators’ note: implying that he is haughty

2. Translators’ note: implying that one should always have his will on hand
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