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Section 1: On Faith, Islam And Related Issues

Chapter 1: On Unity of God

1- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Soleiman ibn Khalid narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) stated: “God

said:
“That to thy Lord is the final Goal” [The Holy Quran: Najm 53:42]

Therefore you better stop any further inquiry whenever a speech ends with talk of God's essence.”
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2- In Al-Tawhid it is narrated that Ahmad ibn Abdullah al-Joybary narrated that during the trip to Marv,
Imam Ridha’ (a.s) reported on the authority of his father (a.s) on the authority of their fathers (a.s) on the
authority of Imam Ali (a.s) that the Prophet of God (S) stated: “The reward for the one upon whom God
has bestowed the blessing of Unity as a recompense is nothing other than Heaven.”
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3- Abu Dharr stated: “One night | left the house and suddenly saw the Prophet of God (S) walking alll
alone. | thought maybe he did not want anyone to walk with him, so in the moonlight | started walking
very slowly behind him. The Prophet (S) became aware that | was behind him and inquired: “Who is it?”
| answered him as so “May | be your devoted servant. | am Abu Dharr.” The Prophet (S) said: “O' Abu
Dharr! Come along with me.” So | walked with him for one hour. Then the Prophet (S) remarked:

“On Judgment Day the money-makers will be in the minority except those to whom God grants
goodness and they give charity in the world to the left and the right sides, and in front of and in back,
and use it to do good deeds.” Then Abu Dharr said: “I walked another hour with the Prophet (S) and

then he stated: “Sit down here!”

Then he made me sit down on a stony piece of land surrounded by mountains and hills. He stated: “Sit
here until | return.” The Prophet (S) set out for a place by the name of Harra. He set out and | could no
longer see him. Later, as the Prophet (S) was approaching me | heard him saying: ... and what if he
has committed adultery? And what if he has stolen something?” As the Prophet (S) approached me, |

impatiently asked him: “O’ Prophet of God! May God make me your devoted servant!

Who were you talking with over there in Harra? | heard someone answering your questions.” The
Prophet (S) said: “(The angel) Gabriel showed himself to me at Harra and said: Give good news to your
nation: whoever dies and has not associated any partners with God (the Almighty) will enter Heaven. |
said: O' Gabriel! And is that so even if he has committed adultery? And is that so even if he has stolen
something? Gabriel answered in the positive. Again | asked: And even if he has committed adultery?
And is that so even if he has stolen something? Gabriel answered: Yes, even if he has drunk an

intoxicating drink.”
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4- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated on the authority of his father (a.s), on the authority of their fathers (a.s), on
the authority of Imam Ali (a.s) on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever leaves this world and has
not associated any partners with God will enter Heaven whether he has done some good deeds or some

evil ones.”
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5- Ray'yan ibn al-Solt narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted on the authority of his father (a.s), on the
authority of their fathers (a.s) on the authority of Imam Ali (a.s) as having narrated that the Prophet of
God (S) stated that God the Almighty said: “Whoever interprets My Words according to his own
viewpoint has no faith in Me. And whoever considers Me to be similar to My creatures does not

recognize Me. And whoever makes comparisons in my religion does not believe in My religion.”
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6- Davood ibn al-Qasim narrated that he heard Imam Ridha’ (a.s) say: “Whoever compares God to His
creatures is a polytheist. And whoever supposes that God is in a given place is an unbeliever. Whoever
associates with God what He has admonished against is a liar.” Then Imam Ridha’ (a.s) recited this
verse:

“It is those who believe not in the Signs of God that forge falsehood: It is they who lie.” [The Holy Quran:
the Bee 16:105]
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7- Abi Hashim al-Ja'fari said that he asked Imam Jawad (a.s): “What does unity of God mean?” He



replied: “Unity refers to what people with all different languages agree on.”
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8- A man asked a question from Imam Sadiq (a.s). In his reply the Imam (a.s) said: “In fact unity and
justice are the foundations of religion. The amount of religious knowledge is extensive, and every sane
person must acquire it. Therefore remember what will make it easier for you to attain this knowledge,

and prepares you to retain it.”

Then the Imam (a.s) added: “Unity implies that you do not deem permissible with God what you deem
permissible with yourself. And justice implies that you do not associate with God what He has
reproached you for.”
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9- Abdul Aziz ibn al-Muhtadi said that when he asked Imam Ridha’ (a.s) about Unity he replied:
“Whoever recites:

“Say: He is God, the One, and Only” [The Holy Quran: Ikhlas 112:2]

and believes in it has recognized the concept of the Unity of God.” He then asked the Imam (a.s): “How
should one recite this verse.” The Imam (a.s) said: “Recite it as other people do”, and added: “plus
saying “This is Allah, my Lord” three times.”
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10- Ibn-i-Abbas narrated that an Arab asked God's Prophet (S): “O' Prophet of God! Please teach me
the fine points of science.” The Prophet (S) asked: “What do you know of the main parts of science
which allows you to ask me about its fine points?” The Arab asked: “O' Prophet of God! What is the
main part of science?” The Prophet (S) replied: “It is recognition of God as He deserves to be
recognized.” The Arab asked: “How can one really recognize God?” The Prophet (S) replied:

“By recognizing that He is unique, and there is nothing else like Him. That He is the Only God. He exists
inwardly and outwardly. He is the First and the Last. There is no match for Him, and nothing is similar to

Him. This is how one may really get to know Him.”
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11- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Fazl ibn-i-Yahya said that he asked Imam Kazim (a.s) about Unity.
He said: “Do not transgress beyond what is stated in the Quran, where God the Almighty said:
“If there were in the heavens and the earth, other gods besides God, there would have been

confusion in both!” [The Holy Quran: Anbiyaa 21:22]

11, Lo 5ulad ¥ Jd diall o g b e cpuadl Ul gl pay o Jiad oo s olaall GUS e Liagd
GAuA] tll ] T Lagusd IS 3F = Jlas all JU8 (T8l s

12- In Al-Irshad it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty is not similar to anything,

and nothing is similar to Him. He is different from whatever we can imagine.”
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Chapter 2: On Sincerity

13- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) described God's statement “true in faith” [The
Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:67] as being really sincere, and refers to one who considers only God in his

affairs.”
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14- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Everything is humble to a believer even the pests and the beasts of prey on



the Earth, and the birds in the sky.”
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15- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that the Noble Prophet (S) said: “There is a fact related to every
good attribute. When considering sincerity, the fact is that no true servant of God can be truly sincere

unless he dislikes to be admired for what he does to please God.”
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16- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty said: “I am the
best partner. 1 do not accept any act in which you take partners besides Me. | only accept deeds
which are sincerely done for Me.”

16. ¥ cdlac Joo & ae Iyl o el Hn Gl Y s atll wse ol JU s opulac gl gy QLS e
Lalls o8 L ¥ alul,

17- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said on the authority of God's Prophet (S):”"Whoever wants to know his status near
God should ponder over how close God is to him.”
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Chapter 3: On Certitude

18- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Ali (a.s) (from one

of his long sermons): “There are four pillars for faith: perseverance, certitude, justice and unity.”
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19- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Faith is superior to submission (to God), and certitude is superior to faith.

Nothing is more superior than certitude.”
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20- Yunus ibn-i-Abdul Rahman said that when he asked Imam Ridha’ (a.s) about faith and submission
to God, Imam Ridha’ (a.s) replied: “Religion is only submission (Islam). Faith is a level higher than
submission. Piety is a level higher than faith, and certitude is a level higher than piety. Nothing is divided

amongst the children of Adam (a.s) better than certitude.”

Then he said that he asked the Imam (a.s): “What are the signs of certitude?” The Imam (a.s) replied:
“Reliance on God, submitting to Him, being content with divine destiny, and entrusting one's affairs to
God.” Then he asked the Imam (a.s): “What does all this mean?” Then Imam Ridha’ (a.s) replied: “This

is what Imam Bagir (a.s) said.”
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21- Saffvan al-Jammal said that he asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about God's statement:

“As for the wall, it belonged to two youths, orphans, in the town; there was, beneath it, a buried
treasure, to which they were entitled.  The Holy Quran: Kahf 18:82]

He replied: “Know that ‘treasure' in the verse did not refer to gold or silver, but the following four: (1) | am
God, and there is no God but Me, (2) Whoever really believes in death will not laugh so hard that his
teeth are seen, (3) Whoever really believes in being accountable for his deeds will not become happy,

and (4) Whoever really believes in destiny will only fear God.”
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22- Imam Bagjir (a.s) narrated that Imam Ali (a.s) went on the pulpit and said: “No one experiences true
faith unless he realizes that he will obtain only what is destined to be his, and he will not obtain anything

that is destined to belong to others.”
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23- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his fathers (a.s) upon the authority of Imam Ali (a.s) that
God's Prophet (S) said: “One of the signs of certitude is that you do not displease God to please the
people, and do not admire the people for the daily bread that God has granted you through them, and
that you do not blame the people for God depriving you of your daily bread.

No one's greed will bring him an increase in his daily bread, and no one's jealousy will stop one's daily
bread. If one tries to escape from his daily bread as he escapes from death, one's daily bread seeks its
owner faster than death does. In fact, God the Almighty has established comfort and peace of mind in

certitude and contentment, and has established sorrow and discomfort in anger and doubt.”
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24— Abdullah ibn San'an narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One of the signs of the perfection of
certitude of a Muslim is that he does not please the people through raising God's anger.” In another
tradition it is stated that he said: “Before death his daily bread will seek him just as his death does.” He
then added: “God the Almighty has established comfort and happiness in certitude and contentment due
to His justice and has established sorrow and sadness in doubt and anger. Therefore be content with

divine destiny and submit to God's orders.”
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25- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Imam Ali's servant named Ghanbar really liked him and would always follow
him at night with his sword in order to protect him. One night Imam Ali (a.s) noticed him and asked him
what he was doing. He said: “| am following you.” The Imam (a.s) asked: “Are you trying to protect me
from heavenly or earthly creatures?” He replied: “I am guarding you against earthly creatures.” The
Imam (a.s) said: “Please go home since no one on Earth can do me any harm unless God' permits so.”

Then Ghanbar returned home.
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26- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is nothing for which there is no limit.” He was asked what the limit for

reliance is.

He replied: “It is certitude.” He was asked about the limit for certitude. He replied: “That with God, you
fear no one.”
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27- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) was asked about the limits for reliance. He replied: “That with God, you fear no

one else.”
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28- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Ali (a.s): “O' God! Please honor me by enabling
me to be able to rely on You, and entrust You with my affairs, and be content with what You have
destined for me, and submit to Your orders, so much so that | submit to your decrees and not be in a
rush to obtain what you have already destined for me; and be pleased with whatever You have granted
me, O' the Kindest of the kind!”
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29- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that God's Prophet (S) said: “Certitude is the best wealth, and God's worship
is the best job.”
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30- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Muhammad ibn Hanifeh was a calm and brave man. Once Hajjaj told him
that he had decided to chop off his head several times. He answered: “You do not have the power to do

so. There are three hundred and sixty moments for God each day. | wish Him to rid me of you in one of



these moments.”
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31- Ishaq ibn Ammar narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One day after the Prophet (S) had said the
morning congregational prayer in the mosque, he saw a slim, drowsy young man in the mosque. He was
pale, skinny with eyes sinking deep into his face, and his skin loosely attached to his bones. He told him:
“O' Harith! How did you get through the night?” He replied: “O' Prophet of God! | passed the night with

certitude.”

The Prophet was surprised and said: “There is a sign for certitude. What is the sign of your certitude?
He replied: “O' Prophet of God! The sign of my certitude is that | am sad and sleepless. | suffer from
thirst in the day. | have turned away from the world and everything in it. This has gone so far that | can

see my Lord's Throne set up for Reckoning.

All the people have been resurrected for Reckoning, and | am amongst them and can see the residents
of Heaven filled with blessings; and resting on sofas; and getting to know each other. And | see the
residents of Hell being tortured in fire and crying out.

It is as if right now | can hear the roaring sound of the blazing fire of Hell.” The Prophet (S) turned to the
other people and said: “This is a man whose heart is filled with the light of faith.” He then turned to that
young man and said: “Be steadfast.” The man said: “O' Prophet of God! Please ask God to honor me to
accompany you in some of the wars and get martyred.” The Prophet (S) prayed for him, and not long

after that, they went to fight in a battle and he was the tenth man to be martyred in that battle.”
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32- Mu'amir ibn Khal'lad narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “One of Imam Ali’s (a.s) companions
named Ghays was performing his prayers. After saying one unit of prayer, a black snake came to where
he wanted to prostrate. He turned his face away from the snake when he wanted to say the second unit
of prayer, but the snake wrapped itself around his neck and then went inside his shirt.” The Imam (a.s)
said: “One day | went to a place called Fore located between Mecca and Medina.

When the time came to pray | got off my horse and went near a plant called Samameh. After | said one
unit of my prayer, a boa came towards me from beneath the plant, and returned after it got close to me. |
started my prayer, and did not cut it short. After finishing my prayers, | started saying supplications, and |
did not cut that short either. When | finished, | told my companions to capture the boa. They captured

and killed the boa. God helps whoever fears none but Him.”
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33- Abi Al-Ghadah quoted on the authority of his father: “One of the followers of the Ummayad clan
requested permission to visit Imam Bagir (a.s). We were afraid of him and told the Imam (a.s) that he
might have ill intentions. Why don't you hide and we will tell him that you are not here.” The Imam (a.s)
replied: “No, let him enter. God's Prophet (S) has said that God hears whatever is said, and sees the
hands of all the oppressors. Thus he cannot say what God does not want him to say, and cannot do
anything that God does not want him to do.” Then the Imam (a.s) admitted him into his presence. He

came in and asked his questions, heard the answers to his questions, and then left.
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34- Imam Ali (a.s) asked Imam Hassan (a.s) and Imam Hussein (a.s) the difference between faith and
certitude. They remained silent.

Then he asked Imam Hassan (a.s) to answer him. Imam Hassan (a.s) said: “There is only one hand-
breadth distance between the two.” Imam Ali (a.s) asked: “How come?” He replied: “Since faith is
related to what we hear and acknowledge with our heart, and certitude is related to what we see and use

to argue in favor of what we cannot see.
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35- Regarding God's statement to Abraham (a.s):
“Dost thou not then believe? He said: Yea! But to satisfy my own understanding.”
[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:260]

Imam Ridha’ (a.s) was asked: “Was there any doubt in his heart?” Imam Ridha’ (a.s) replied: “No, there

was certitude in his heart. But God had decided to increase his certitude.
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Chapter 4: On Reliance and Trust in God

36- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Independence and honor wander about

until they reach the position of reliance where they settle down.”
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37- Imam Kazim (a.s) said the following regarding God's statement:
“And if anyone puts his trust in God, sufficient is (God) for him.”
[The Holy Quran: Talaq 65:3]

"Reliance on God has several stages. One of them is relying on Him in all that you do; and being
pleased with whatever He does to you; knowing that He only wishes you prosperity and success; and
knowing that He has full authority over all these affairs; and also having complete trust in Him in these
and all other affairs.”
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38- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty, the Blessed revealed the following to the Prophet David

(a.s):

“Whoever from among My servants gets disappointed with My creatures and takes refuge in Me, | shall
realize his intentions. Then even if the Heavens and the Earth and whatever they contain plot against

him, | shall provide means for him to be saved from them.

And | shall know the intentions of whomever from among My servants who take refuge in others. Then |
will take away from him all the means in the Heavens and the Earth, and leave him alone. | will not be

concerned about where he will die.”
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39- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that God's Prophet (S) quoted God the Almighty as saying: “| swear by My
Honor, Majesty, Beauty, Greatness, Grandeur, Exaltation, and Highness of Position. | swear that none of
My servants choose My desires over their own desires, without Me establishing independence in their
hearts and directing their efforts to the Hereafter; preventing him from wandering around; ordering the
Heavens and the Earth to provide his sustenance; and pursuing his business and protecting his

interests.”
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40- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated upon the authority of God's Prophet (S): “God the Almighty said: | swear
by my Honor, Majesty, Greatness, Grandeur, Light, and Highness of Position that none of the servants
will choose his desires over Mine, without Me disrupting his affairs, and ruining his life, and getting him

involved in it; and not giving anything to him but what | have destined for him.

| swear by My Honor, Majesty, Greatness, Grandeur, Light, and Highness of Position that no servant
chooses My wants over his own desires without My angels protecting him; and establishing the Heavens
and the Earth to provide for his sustenance; and pursuing his business and protecting his interests; and



turning the tables around and making the world to turn out to be in his favor against his expectations.
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41- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God's Prophet never used to say: “I wish something else had happened”

after things had happened.”
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42- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “The most deserving person is one who trusts in God, and has recognized
God. Anyone who is pleased with what God has destined for him shall receive it, and God will grant him
a great reward! But if anyone is not pleased with what God has destined for him shall receive that which

God has destined for him, but God will cancel his reward.”
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43- Consider God's statement:
“God and His angels send blessings on the Prophet.”
[The Holy Quran: Ahzab 33:56]

Imam Sadiq (a.s) described it as: “They will praise the Prophet and send him greetings.” When asked
how the Prophet knew that the angels are sending him their greetings, he replied that the Unseen World

would be unveiled for him.

When asked how a believer knows that he is a true believer, he replied: “Due to his easy submission to

God, and his contentment with what he receives there from.”
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44- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that the Prophet (S) said: “Whoever likes to be the most pious

man should rely on God.”
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45- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Whoever relies on God will never be defeated, and whoever takes refuge in

God will never fail.”
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46- The Prophet (S) said: “God the Almighty said: “There is no creature who seeks help from My other
creatures, without My taking away from him the means in the Heavens and the Earth. | shall not give him
what he asks Me for, and shall not reply to him when he calls Me. There is no creature that seeks help
from Me- not my creatures, without My establishing the Heavens and the Earth as a means of providing
for his sustenance. | shall grant him what he asks for, will reply if he calls Me, and will forgive him if he

asks for forgiveness.”
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47- The Prophet (S) said: “God will make anyone who stops relying on others than God needless, and
will provide for his unlimited sustenance through unimaginable means. And God will leave those who

rely on this world to earn their living from this world.”
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48- The Prophet (S) said: “Whoever likes to be the strongest man should rely on God. Whoever likes to
be the noblest man should be pious, and whoever likes to be the most needless man should trust in
what is in God's Hands more that what is in his own hands.”
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49- God's Prophet (S) said: “If a man sincerely relies on God, the rulers and others lower than them will

certainly become needy of him. How can he be needy if his Master, the Praised One is not?”
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50- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are four pillars for faith:
reliance on God, trust in God, being content with what God has destined, and submission to God's

orders.”
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51- Imam Bagir (a.s) described God's statement:

“But no, by the Lord, they can have no (real) faith, until they make thee judge in all disputes between
them.”
[The Holy Quran: Nisaa 4:65]

as: “Submission, contentment, and satisfaction with what God has destined.”
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52- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If one attends to what God likes, God will attend to what he likes. If one
asks refuge in God and piety, then God will protect him. And one who is attended to by God, and is
protected by Him has no fear even if the sky falls on the Earth, or a disaster comes and affects
everything on the Earth. He will be saved from any disaster since God protects him via his piety. Is it not
s0? God the Almighty said:

“As to the righteous (they will be) in a position of security.”
[The Holy Quran: Dukhan 44:51]”
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53- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “God's Prophet ran into a group of camel riders during one of his trips. They
greeted him and he asked them who they where. They said they were believers. The Prophet (S) asked
them about the truth of their faith. They replied: “Contentment with what God has destined, entrusting
themselves to God, and submitting to God's orders.”



Then God's Prophet (S) said: “These are wise and knowledgeable people with such a high rank, near
that of the Prophets.” Then he faced them and said: “If you are truthful, do not build what you shall not

reside in; do not collect what you shall not eat; and fear God to Whom you shall return.”
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Chapter 5: On Perseverance

54- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet of God (S): “There shall come a time when
people cannot get into power except by being jealous and seizure of people's property; cannot become
popular except by abandoning religion and following their selfish desires. God will reward anyone who
lives in that time; and is patient with poverty although he can acquire wealth; and is patient with
baseness although he can attain glory. His reward will be equal to the reward of fifty believers who have

acknowledged Me.”
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55- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty sent a Prophet to a nation and asked him to fight with
them. The Prophet complained to God about being weak. God the Almighty said: “Either choose to fight,
or go to hell with them.” That Prophet (S) said: “O' my Lord! | cannot withstand the Fire.” Then God
revealed to him that he would become victorious during that same year.

Then that Prophet told his followers that God had ordered them to go to war, and he has said they are
weak. But God has said either to fight or go to Hell. He told his followers to choose between fighting and
going to Hell. They said that they could not withstand the Fire. Then he told them that God had revealed

to him that they would be victorious during that same year.



They said they would do whatever he ordered them to do.” Then Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God appointed
another Prophet and ordered him to go fight a nation. He complained of his weakness, and God the
Almighty revealed to him that they would be victorious after fifteen years. When he told his followers
about this, they said: “There is no strength nor power but in, or by means of, God the High, the Great.”
He then told them that God has revealed to him that they will be victorious after fifteen years.

They said: “Whatever God decides. There is no strength nor power but in, or by means of, God the

High, the Great.” Since they entrusted their affairs to God, God made them victorious that same year.”
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56- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted upon the authority of his noble father: “My father, Imam Sadiq (a.s),
ordered me to go to Mafzal ibn-i-Amr, and express condolences upon the death of Ismail. He said:
“Send my greetings to Mafzal and tell him that we were patient with Ismail, so you should be patient as

we were. Indeed whenever we will something and God wills otherwise, we submit to God's will.
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57- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One of the signs of reliance is not to fear anyone but God.”
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58- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Patience is due to certitude.”
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59~ Abdullah ibn-i-Abbas said: “God's Prophet rode on a mule that either Qaisar or Kasra1 had donated
to him. He grabbed its hair and helped me ride behind him and said: “Young fellow, remember God, so



that He protects you. Remember God so that you will always see Him. Remember God whenever you

are about to err so that He helps you during times of hardship.

Whenever you want to ask a question, ask it from God. Whenever you need help, ask God for help.
Destiny has already specified what must take place. If people try to help you get what God has not
destined for you, they will not succeed in doing so. If you can be patient and have certitude, then do so.
If not, just be patient, as there is much benefit in being patient regarding what is very difficult for you.
Know that victory is associated with patience, and relief is associated with suffering hardships. There

always comes relief after suffering hardships.”
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60- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Patience is the upper-most part of faith.”
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61- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The relationship between patience and faith is similar to that of head and
body. If there is no head, there cannot be any body. So if there is no patience, there cannot be any
faith.”
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62- Hafs ibn Ghyas narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “O' Hafs! Whoever is patient has been patient
for a little bit, and whoever is impatient has been impatient for a little bit.

Then he added: “Make sure that you are patient in all affairs, since when God appointed Muhammad to
Prophethood, He ordered him to be patient, and said:

“And have patience with what they say, and leave them with noble (dignity). And leave Me (alone
to deal with) those in possession of the good things of life who (yet) deny the Truth.” [The Holy
Quran: Muzzammil 73:10-11]

And God the Almighty the High said:
“Repel (Evil) with what is better: then will he, between whom and thee was hatred become as it



were thy friend and intimate! And no one will be granted such goodness except those who
exercise patience and self-restraint, none but persons of the greatest good fortune.” [The Holy
Quran: Ha-Mim 41:34-35]

The Prophet (S) was patient even though they made great accusations against him (such as being mad,

a magician, a liar).”
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63- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Daily bread is threatened by foolishness, deprivation is cured by

intelligence, and calamities require certitude and patience.”
63. srealls cutall eXull US55 (Jaally plosall JS5s cganll 33,01 US55 teoll Lual JB.

64- Mehran said that he wrote a letter to Imam Kazim (a.s) and complained about having a lot of doubts
and being in a bad state of affairs. The Imam (a.s) replied: “Be patient until you are rewarded by God,
since if you are not patient, you will not get any divine rewards and cannot prevent divine destiny either.”
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65- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A free man remains free under all circumstances. He will be patient if he
suffers from a calamity. He will not break down if he is stormed with catastrophes, even if he is captured
in war, or is hurt and his comfort turns into hardship. An example is the Prophet Joseph (a.s), who was
deported, imprisoned and hurt, but his freedom was not affected in the least bit.

The darkness of the well (in which he was left by his brothers), and whatever else that happened to him
did not hurt him at all. Then God honored him and turned the tables around. He made the oppressor
who ruled over him his servant. He appointed Joseph to be His Prophet, and brought His Mercy upon a

nation through him.



This is an example of practicing the art of patience well. You should be patient, too. You will be

victorious. Remain patient until you get divine rewards.”
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66— Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are two types of patience. Patience with calamities is good,

but patience with what God has forbidden is even better.”
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67- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “When the time came for my father to pass away, he hugged me and said:
“O' my dear son! | advise you to do what my father advised me to do at the time of his death and what

his father had advised likewise. My son! Be patient with the truth, even if it is bitter.”
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68- Imam Bagir (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet (S): “I am amazed by a believer. God the
Almighty does not destine anything for him unless there is some benefit in it for him. He should be

patient if he is suffering from a calamity, and he should be grateful if he is granted something.”

68. e il 5 i d IS VI Fliag 4 iy ¥ tll 51 Yopedall line sl Jguny JG 2 JU Lina ol oe
S el ol

69- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked: “Who is the dearest creature to God?” He replied: “Whoever is patient
whenever a calamity befalls him, and is grateful whenever he is granted something.”
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70- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “God the Almighty said: “The dearest
one to me is one who lives a simple life (is not attached to worldly life); benefits from prayers and
worships God in private lives among the people (and is not famous); is patient with a low amount of

divinely-destined daily bread; and dies with few inheritors, and a few people to cry over his death.”
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71- Imam Bagqir (a.s) said: Whoever is patient when a calamity befalls him and declares that there is no
return except to God, and is content with divine orders, will receive divine rewards. Whoever does not do

so will also be subject to divine orders, but he is blameworthy and God will cancel his reward.”
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72- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer's nature is to be patient in the face of hardships.”
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73- Jabir narrated that Imam Bagqir (a.s) said: “The Prophet (S) did not let Khadijeh cry over the death of
their son Tahir.

Khadijed agreed, but said that she cried because she had milk. The Prophet (S) said: “Don't you want to
see him standing at the gate of Heaven, waiting to take your hand when he sees you, and take you to
the last spot in the Heaven? “She replied positively. Then the Prophet (S) said: “God is nobler and more
honorable than to punish someone if He has taken away a loved one and he/she has been patient

praising God.”
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74- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A child given in the way of God is better than seventy children who remain

after one's death who all riding on their horses and going to participate in a holy war.”
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75- al-Halabi narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God revealed to David (a.s) that his partner in
Heaven will be Khaladeh, the daughter of Aus. He ordered him to go to her and tell her that she would
be his spouse in the Hereafter. The Blessed David (a.s) went to her house, knocked at the door, and

Khaladeh came to the door. He asked her if she was Khaladeh, the daughter of Aus.

She said: “O, Prophet of God! | am not the friend you are looking for.” Then David asked her if she was
Khaladeh, the daughter of Aus again. She replied positively. Then he told her that she was the right
person. She said: “O' Prophet of God! There may be some similarity in name.” The Blessed David said:

“No, | am not a liar, and have been told the truth.

You are the same person that | have been informed about.” She said: “O' Prophet of God! | am not
saying that you lie, but by God | do not see in myself what you are describing me as.” Then the Prophet
David (a.s) asked her to tell him about her good characteristics.

She said: “Now | will tell you about myself. | am patient with whatever happens to me, be it hunger,

illness or whatever other calamity. | have never asked God to remove hardship from me until He himself
returns my health, and removes my hardships, and | have never asked for anything in return, and | have
always praised God.” Then the Prophet David (a.s) said: “It is due to these characteristics that you have

”

reached this position.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) then continued: “By God this religion is the one that God has

established for His chosen servants.”
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76- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Be patient with (the jealous people)
who are envious of what God has bestowed upon you, since you cannot punish those who, due to their

jealousy, have disobeyed God. It is better that you obey God (and be patient with the jealous ones).”
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77- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are two forms of patience: patience with what you dislike,
and patience with what you like. The relationship between patience and faith is similar to that of the head

and the body - that is a body is no good without a head, and faith is no good without patience.”
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78- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are three forms of patience: being patient when obeying

God; being patient during times of calamities, and being patient when faced with sin.”
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79- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “When God the Almighty sent Adam
(a.s) from Heaven down to Earth, He ordered him to cultivate the Earth and eat the products of his
manual labour. Adam (a.s) was wandering around and cried for two hundred years for being thrown out
of Heaven. Then he prostrated to God, and stayed in prostration for three days and nights. Then he
said: “O' God! Did You not create me with your own hands?”

God replied: “Yes, but were you grateful and patient?” Adam said: “There is no God but You. |
oppressed myself. Forgive me since You are the Merciful, the Benevolent.” God the Almighty had mercy

upon him for crying and accepted his repentance and forgave him. God is kind and accepts repentance.”
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80- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “People were instructed to do two things, but they ignored both things and
thus they lost everything. These two things were having patience and being faithful in keeping secrets.”
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81- Hafs ibn Ghyas narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) told him: “O' Hafs! Whoever is patient, will be patient

for a little while, and whoever is impatient is impatient for a little while (implying that both are transient).”
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82- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “I instruct you to be patient. God the Almighty appointed Muhammad (a.s),

and ordered him to be patient. He said:

“And have patience with what they said, and leave them with noble (dignity). And leave Me (alone
to deal) with those in possession of the good things of life”
[The Holy Quran: Muzzammil 73:10-11]

God the Almighty also said:

“Repel (Evil) with what is better: then will he between whom and thee was hatred become as it
were thy friend and intimate! And no one will be granted such goodness except those who
exercise patience and self-restraint, none but persons of the greatest good fortune.” [The Holy
Quran: Fussilat 41:34-35]

God's Prophet (S) was patient even though they made great accusations2 against himed him of being a

magician, being mad or being a liar. Then God the Almighty revealed the following verse:

“We do indeed know how thy heart is distressed at what they say. But celebrate the praises of
thy Lord, and be of those who prostrate themselves in adoration.”
[The Holy Quran: Hijr 15:97-98]

Then they rejected the Prophet (S) and he got sad. Thus God revealed the following verse:

“We know indeed the grief which their words do cause thee; it is not thee they reject; it is the
signs of God, which the wicked contemn. Rejected were the Apostles before thee: with patience
and constancy they bore their rejection and their wrongs, until Our aid did reach them.”

[The Holy Quran: Anam 6:33-34]

Again the Prophet (S) was patient, but they did not stop there. And when he mentioned God's name they
rejected God, too. The Prophet (S) said: “I was patient with them when they rejected me and my family,

but | cannot withstand their rejection of my Lord. Then God revealed the following verse:

“We created the heavens and the earth and all between them in Six days, nor did any sense of
weariness touch us. Bear, then with patience, all that they say.” [The Holy Quran: Qaf 50:38-39]

Then the Prophet (S) was patient in all situations. And he was informed about the Prophets being
patient. God the Almighty said:

“And We appointed from among them, Leaders, giving guidance under Our command, so long as
they persevered with patience and continued to have faith in Our signs.”
[The Holy Quran: Sajdah 32:24]



Then the Prophet (S) said: “The relationship between patience and faith is similar to that of the head and

the body.” God admired him and sent the following:

“The fair promise of thy Lord was fulfilled for the children of Israel, because they had patience
and constancy, and we leveled to the ground the great works and fine buildings which Pharaoh
and his people erected (with such pride).” [The Holy Quran: A'raf 7:137]

Then he said this is an admonition and a reward. Then God revealed the following verse and allowed

slaying the Pagans:

“Then fight, and slay the Pagans wherever ye find them. And seize them, beleaguer them, and lie
in wait for them.” [The Holy Quran: Tauba 9:5]

Then God damned them via the Prophet (S) and his friends, and set this as a divine reward for his
patience in addition to his heavenly reward. Thus whoever is patient and asks God to get near to Him
will not die before he gets pleased by seeing what happens to his enemies. And he will also receive
rewards in the Hereafter.”
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83- Imam Sadig (a.s) said: “When a believer is placed in his grave, his prayers enter from the right side,
his alms enter from the left side and his good deeds make a shadow over him. His patience enters and
asks his prayers, his alms and his good deeds to help the believer when the angel comes to ask

questions, and says it will also help when needed.”
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84- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “There are two types of patience: patience in the face of calamities which is

good, and patience in abstaining from what is forbidden, which is the best form of patience.”
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85- Jabir narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “It is more manly to be patient during times of poverty,

need, abstinence, and affluence than to give charity.”
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86- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: ‘Be patient at times of calamities’ regarding God's statement:
“O'ye who believe! Persevere in patience and constancy.”
[The Holy Quran: Al-i-lmran 3:200].
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87- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty granted some blessings to a nation. That nation did not
thank God for these blessings. The blessings turned into trouble for them. God brought some calamities
upon another nation. They were patient, therefore those calamities were converted into blessings for

them.”
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88- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is a rank in heaven which a believer cannot reach unless he suffers

some physical calamities.”
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89.
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90- Abu Basir said that he told Imam Sadiq (a.s): “| have been told that God will not take away anyone's
eyesight unless He grants him a reward in Heaven.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is some thing there
(in Heaven) that is even better.” Abu Basir asked: “What is it?” The Imam (a.s) replied: “It is seeing

God's face.”
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Chapter 6: On Thanksgiving

91- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Nothing has descended from Heaven as
rare and as dear as the following: submission to God, piety and certitude.”

92- Al-Nufli narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “The one who eats and gives thanks has the same
reward as the one who fasts (who will be rewarded in the Hereafter). The reward of one who is healthy
and gives thanks is the same as the one who is suffering and is patient. The reward of one who gives

charity and is thankful is the same as the one who is deprived but content.”

93- Al-A'ala ibn Kamil narrated that once he told Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s) that God had granted him
s0 many blessings that he could not even count, and he did not know the reason for that. The Imam
(a.s) asked if he really did not know the reason and told him that it was due to his thanksgiving. And in

another tradition we read that the Imam (a.s) told him not to underestimate thanksgiving.”

94- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted the Prophet of God (S) on the authority of his forefathers (a.s) on the
authority of God's Prophet (S): “God will not open the doors to thanksgiving for anyone without opening
up a door to increased blessings.”

95- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Give thanks to God whenever you do a good deed, and seek God's

forgiveness whenever you do something bad.”
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96- Sanan ibn Zarif said: “I told Imam Sadiq (a.s) that | am afraid to be reprimanded. He asked me why.
| said | asked God for a thousand Durhams, and He granted it to me. | asked him for a servant, and He
gave me one. Then Imam Sadiq (a.s) asked me what | have to say now. | said praise be to God. He

said: “What you have said is better than what you have been given.”

97- Sae'dan ibn Yazeed said: “I told Imam Sadiq (a.s) that | saw some one having hard times in life
while | had a good life. Whatever | reach out for, | find in it what | like. Sometimes | see other people
who are superior to me but they do not have these blessings. | am afraid this might be a sort of divine

test for me”. The Imam (a.s) said: “Have no fear as long as you give thanks for these blessings.”

98- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “A man from among my nation goes to the bazaar, and buys a shirt-
like dress for a half or a third of a Dinar, and praises God whenever he wears it. His sins are forgiven

before this dress reaches down to his knees.”

99- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “Whenever a believer gets full, stops eating and drinking and praises

God, God grants him the reward of one who fasts. God is Grateful and loves to be praised.”

100- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One of the men among you will drink some water, and God will reward him
with Heaven for this act.” He added: “He brings the cup of water next to his lips, and calls God's name.
Then he drinks some water and takes the cup away while he is still thirsty. Then he praises God and



takes another sip, and he repeats this again. God will reward him with Heaven for this act.”

101- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet Jesus (a.s): “People are divided into two
groups. Some people are healthy, and others are in trouble. Praise God for being healthy, and ask God
for His Mercy upon those in trouble.”

102- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not look at those in trouble since this will make them sad.”
96. &f alll & geu &Y 1l Sols sl (o Jatue o oST of Spdia + alll age o i B Gy o oliw e

Ji Lasls EEEEE Lols gﬁjﬁdfﬁyq clﬁigijjfi s ;ﬁfgﬁjﬂofqﬂl Coseas (83,8 Il S
crrhel Uoo Jumdl Eoplaef Lod 1l catl wanll i J o8l :J 6 585 ¢ b s

97. & il 5,15 ptuall le lEima Jladl i 58 oo 5F 1l s oY a2 w3 0 Ol e
458 ie @ll3 im0 e il sa on s,T as aal Lo s Sl Y1 g b 1 4T Y Lasll sda e 2
allg 0 wanll o Gl + Jlas aigany Jatll o b latawl 1058y of o,

98. rsgmlwgmdmjfgmaMuwlim &5%11511@54&4?&@;1;1 :JG il e

99. Wl ] cpiliall ans Lo 52 ¥l oo alll drbaaid il sonid Olytlly alaball oye il (e 3edl ] 1 dic

..\.A;iui;n;l.ssu

100. <Lyl ialy :Jl o il Ly 4 all cim s elall oy b ol (e Jasll 5 26 ll age gl e
JJMVJQJIMWVJQWJQMVJQJIMWJAJMQWVJsummulcw
CEPN PV [PTT RPNV ]| VN VAR TRC PRV TPINPPTRG P11/ IVONT RTIRTRC PRV TR

101, el Jal sanls clall e adll Toaanli ¢ livay il e, Gulil! 1] pepuall oIS U die.

102, pgisag clld 5l el Jal 1 1yl ¥ G aie.

103- It has been narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) did not like to hear those in trouble say they seek refuge

in God from trouble.

104- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will record ten good deeds for the one who makes ablution and



prostrates to thank God. He will also wipe out ten of that man’s major sins.”

105- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One day when the Prophet (S) went to the mosque with his companions,
he prostrated for so long that they suspected his health was endangered. When he finally sat up they
told him that he had prostrated for such a long time that they suspected he had died.

He said: “Gabriel descended to me from near God the Almighty and said: O' Muhammad! Your Lord
sends His greetings and says: “| have never hurt your feelings concerning anyone of your nation who
loves you. | have not done anything for a believer to please him or hurt him unless it was good for him.”*
The Prophet (S) added: “At that time | had no property to give away in charity, and no slave to free, so |

fell prostrate in worship and thanked God and praised Him for this.”

106- Abi Ubeydeh al-Haz'za said: “When | was accompanying Imam Bagir (a.s) on the way to Medina,
he suddenly fell prostrate in worship. When he finished he stood up and asked me if was surprised. |
replied: “May | be your devoted servant! Yes.” He said: “l remembered a blessing that God had given

me, and found it hard to go along my way without thanking God for it.”

107- Hisham ibn Ahmad said: “l was accompanying Imam Kazim (a.s) around Medina when he
suddenly got off his horse and fell prostrate in worship, and stayed in that position for a long time. Then
he mounted his horse. | asked him: “May | be your devoted servant! Why did you prostrate for such a
long time?” He said: “I remembered a blessing that God gave me, and | felt | would like to give thanks to

my Lord.”

108- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever God grants someone some blessings and he realizes that with
his heart and expresses his gratitude, God will order an increase in his blessings before he finishes his
words. God the Almighty has said:

“If ye are grateful, | will add more (favors) unto you.”
[The Holy Quran: Ibrahim 14:7]
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109- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “The thanksgiving of God's servants is non-stop.”

110- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Be a good neighbor for blessings!” He was asked what this means. He

replied: “Thanking the One who has granted you the blessings.”

111- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Be a good neighbor for God's blessings, and try not to let blessings leave

you and go to someone else. Beware that once blessings are gone they are hard to return.”
112- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “Lost blessings are rarely recovered.”

113- Mu'amir ibn Khal'lad narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Fear God, and be humble; grateful and
give thanks to Him. There was a man among the Israelite tribe who had a dream one night. In his dream
a man told him that he would only live half of his life in comfort, and asked him which half he preferred.

He told the man that he had a partner. When he woke up the next morning, he told his wife about his
dream. She told him to choose the first half, and he accepted. Then they got wealthy receiving constant
blessings. His wife kept informing him about needy neighbors and relatives, and he would help them.

They continued donating whatever they received, and giving thanks to God.

One night the man had another dream and saw the same man. He told him that half of his life was now
over, and asked his opinion. Again he told the man that he had a partner. When he woke up the next
morning he told everything he saw in his dream to his wife. She said: “God gave us blessings, and we

gave thanks, and God is most faithful.”
Then that man appeared in his dream again and said: “Now you will live in comfort all your life.”

114- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three acts which will not be changed by anything: Praying during

times of hardship, asking God for forgiveness, and giving thanks when receiving blessings.”



115- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that it is written in the Old Testament: “Be thankful to whoever is kind to you,
and be kind to whoever thanks you, since blessings last when you are thankful, and blessings vanish

when you are ungrateful.
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Giving thanks causes an increase in blessings, and protects from drastic changes.”

116- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever thanks God for what he acquires, God will increase his gain, but
whoever does not thank God for what he acquires is endangering the blessings, and is not secure from

revenge and changes.”



117- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “I asked God the Almighty for some property, and He granted it to me.
Then | feared that this might be a cause of being tested or reprimanded.” The Imam (a.s) then

continued: “I swear by God that if you give thanks, this will not be the case.”

118- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “I like to thank God one hundred times whenever a new blessing is granted

to me.”

119- Imam Ali (a.s) narrated that God's Prophet (S) sent some people to war and said “O' God! |
promise to praise You as You deserve praise if they return healthy and successful.” After some time
they returned as he wished. Then the Prophet of God (S) said: “Thanks be to God for His various
blessings.”

120- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever the Prophet (S) received a blessing which he liked he said:
“Praise is for the Benevolent, the Beautiful God.” And whenever he received something that he disliked,

he said: “Praise be to God in all cases, and praise be to God in this case.”

121- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever something pleasing came up for God's Prophet (S), he said:
“Thanks God for this blessing.” And whenever something saddening happened, he said: “Praise be to

”

God in all cases.

122- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Thanking for blessings is abstaining from the forbidden. Ultimate
expression of gratitude is saying “Praise be to God, the Lord of the two worlds.”

123- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “One who praises God for His blessings has expressed his gratitude, and

this praise is higher than the blessing.”

124- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said that God the Almighty told Moses the son of Imran: “O' Moses! Give thanks
that are due to being thankful to Me."'
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Moses asked “How can | give thanks that are due to being thankful to You when the blessings are yours,
and being thankful for them is another blessing from You, too.” God the Almighty said: “Just realizing
that being thankful for My blessings is in itself a blessing, is the right of being thankful to Me.”

125- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One who whole-heartedly realizes a God-given blessing has expressed
the due thanks.”

126- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “The steady increase of God's blessings will not be interrupted unless the

gratefulness of the people stops.”

127- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever is granted blessings by God and feels this by his heart and gives
thanks for it, then God will order an increase in his blessings before he finishes his words. This is what is
meant by God the Almighty's statement:

“If ye are grateful, I will add more (favors) unto you.”
[The Holy Quran: Ibrahim 148:7]

128- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that once when the Prophet (S) was
passing by a group of people who were trying to lift a rock he asked them why they were doing so? They

said that they were trying to find out who was the strongest.



The Prophet (S) told them that he could tell them whom the strongest man was if they wished him to do
so. When they said they wished to hear what the Prophet (S) had to say, he said the one who is the
strongest is the one who does not engage in sin or do wrong deeds whenever he is satisfied; one who
does not utter but what is right when he is angry; and one who does not do what is unjust when he is

powerful.

129- Imam Hussein (a.s) said: “God will make you needless of the people if you prefer God's pleasure
over the people's dissatisfaction. And God will leave you alone if you prefer the people's pleasure over
God's dissatisfaction.”

130- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty granted a group of people some blessings, but they did
not give thanks, and it became a burden for them. God brought a calamity upon some people and they

persevered. Then they got blessings from their perseverance.”
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131- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whenever you start to get some blessings, do not lose the rest of

the blessings by not giving enough thanks.”

132- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Do not associate with the rich. Before doing so you recognize the blessings
that God has given you. But if you associate with the rich3, you no longer recognize the blessings that

God has given you.”

133- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Complement God's blessings by submitting to your destiny and

giving thanks for the blessings.”
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Chapter 7: On Contentment

134- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One who is contented with divine destiny

is the one most aware of God.”

135- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The most important aspect of obedience to God is being content with and
being patient with what God has decreed whether we like it or not. And when one is content with what
God has decreed for him, whether he likes it or not, that which is decreed is best for him.”

136- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God has placed some good in whatever He has decreed for a believer with

which the believer is content.”

137- Imam Bagir (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet of God (S) that God the Almighty said: “I
swear by My Majesty and My Honor that | have not created any creature dearer to Me than a believer.
That is why | put My own name (believer) on him.

He should be content with My action if | deprive him of whatever lies between the East and the west, or if
| bestow on him whatever exists between the East and the West. He should be patient with any
catastrophes that | descend upon him, and he should be grateful for My blessings. O' Muhammad!
Please record his name among the honest ones near Me.”
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138- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that Imam Hassan Mujtaba (a.s) met Abdullah ibn Ja'far and told him: “O'
Abdullah! How can one be a believer if he is not content with what God has destined for him; and
considers his position to be low even though God has destined it for him. | guarantee that the

supplications of those who think only of God's pleasure will be accepted.”

139- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Comfort and convenience lie in contentment and certitude, and sorrow and

sadness lie in doubt and anger.”

140- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Religious knowledge guides us towards love for God. God will honor those
who were chosen by God for their contentment, and God will debase those who make Him angry.

Contentment and anger are two of God's creatures, and He will increase which ever He pleases.”

141- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “Whoever ignores God should not become upset if his daily bread is
delayed. He should not accuse God regarding his destiny.”

142- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God can fulfill people's needs through means in the hands of other people.

Whoever gets what he needs should be content, patient and accept it from God.”

143- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “People gather together either out of consent or displeasure. If

they are pleased with an affair, they will commit themselves to it. But if they are displeased with an affair,



they will abandon it.”

144- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted on the authority of his noble grandfather (a.s): “A group of people went
to visit God's Prophet (S) in one of the battles. The Prophet (S) asked them from which tribe they were.
They told him that they were of the believers. He asked them about the degree of their faith. They
replied: “We are patient during times of hardship, we are grateful during times of poverty, and we are

content with what God has destined for us.”

The Prophet (S) said: “Those people are so wise and knowledgeable that they are nearly in the position
of Prophets.” Then he faced them and said: “Then if you are what you claim to be, do not build what you

will not live in; do not collect what you will not eat; and fear God to whom is your return.”
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145- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “Perseverance and contentment with divine destiny are the highest forms
of God's worship. God will only destine what is beneficial for those who are patient and content with what

God destines for them-whether they like it or not.”

146- One of the companions of Imam Sadiq (a.s) went to see him. The Imam (a.s) was seriously ill and
near death. He saw that the Imam (a.s) was very weak, and he cried. Imam Sadiq (a.s) asked why he
cried. He said: “Should | not cry seeing you this way?” The Imam (a.s) said: “Do not cry. Believers are
always receiving what is good for them. Be it they lose a part of their body, or they become the owner of

whatever lies between the East and the West, it is good for them.”

147- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Being grateful for God's blessings is not committing divinely
forbidden acts.”

148- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “One night when the Prophet (S) was in Ayeshah's room, she asked him:
“O' Prophet of God! Why is it that you always put yourself to so much trouble, even though all your past
and future sins are forgiven?” He replied: “O' Ayeshah! Should | not be grateful?” Ayeshah said: “God's
Prophet (S) always stood up on his toes.” Then the following verse was revealed:

“We have not sent down the Quran to thee to be (an occasion) for thy distress.”
[The Holy Quran: Ta-ha 20:2]
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Chapter 8: On Having a Good Opinion About God

149- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “We find in (Imam) Ali ibn Abitalib's (a.s)
book that God's Prophet (S) used to say the following when he gave a sermon on the mosque pulpit: “I
swear by God who has no partners that no good of this world or the Hereafter has been granted to any
believer, except due to his good opinion about God, his good behavior, and his avoidance of gossiping
and slandering.

And | swear by God who has no partners that God will not punish anyone after repentance and seeking
forgiveness except due to his bad opinion about God, insufficient hope in God, bad behavior, and
gossiping about believers. | swear by God who has no partners that there are no believers who have a

good opinion about God and receive anything less than they expect from Him.

This is so since God is Benevolent and has authority over all that is good, and is ashamed of one of his
servants having a good opinion about Him and He acting otherwise. Therefore have a good opinion

about God and be inclined to Him.”

150- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “God is present in the mind of whoever has a good opinion about
Him. It is God who said:

“But this thought of yours which ye did entertain concerning your Lord, hath brought you to
destruction, and (now) have ye become of those utterly lost!.”
[The Holy Quran: Fussilat 41:23]
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151- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Jesus the son of Mary once sent two of his companions out to work. One
returned thin like a dried stick and the other one returned and was chubby. Jesus asked the first one
why he was thin. He said it was due to his fear of God. Then Jesus asked the one who was chubby for

the reason he was chubby. He said it was due to his having a good opinion about God.”

152- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted the following from Prophet David (a.s): “O' God! One who does not have

a good opinion about You has no faith in You even if he has gotten to know you.”

153- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that the Prophet of God (S) said: “Do not die and depart from

this world until you have formed a good opinion about God, since this is the price for Heaven.”

154- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Two men who were imprisoned were freed during the time of the Prophet
Moses (a.s). One of them was large and chubby, and the other one was very thin. Moses asked the

chubby man the reason for his being fat.

He replied: “From having a good opinion about God.” Then he asked the other man the reason for being
so skinny. He replied: “From fearing God.” Then Moses (a.s) raised his hands towards the sky and
asked God to inform him which of the two were nobler. God revealed to him that the one who had a

good opinion about God was nobler.
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Chapter 9: On Thinking

155- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted the following on the authority of his noble
father (a.s): “Jesus, the son of Mary said: “Blessed be 4 one who thinks when he is quiet; is admonished
when he looks; invokes the name of God when he talks; cries over his own sins; and the people are safe
from his hands and tongue.”

156- Al-Hassan al-Sayghal said that he asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about the meaning of what people say
when they state that it is better to think for one hour than pray for one whole night. The Imam (a.s)
replied in the positive saying that the Prophet (S) had said: “It is better to think for one hour than to pray

for one whole night.”

Then he asked how one should think. The Imam (a.s) replied: “He should ask the following questions
when he passes a house or the ruins of an old building: Where are the residents? Where are those who

constructed this building? And why do they not speak?”

157- Imam Sadiq (a.s) stated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “O' son of Adam! Indeed thinking can
attract one towards good deeds, and repentance can cause one to abandon evil deeds. Whatever is not
lasting - even if it seems a lot to some people - will not harm what is lasting, even if it is rare and hard to

”»

get.

158- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “All good is contained in three traits: looking, being quiet and
talking. If one does not get admonished when he sees things, he is in error. Not thinking when you are

quiet equals ignorance, and any talk in which there is no remembrance of God is in vain.”
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Chapter 10: On Faith and Islam

159- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A man went to the Prophet of God (S) and
said that he had come to swear allegiance to Islam. God's Prophet (S) said: “So that you kill your
father?” The man withdrew his hand and changed his mind. Later he returned and said he had come to

swear allegiance to Islam. God's Prophet (S) said: “So that you kill your father?”

The man said: “Yes.” The Prophet (S) said: “A believer sees his faith in his actions and an unbeliever
sees his disbelief in his actions. | swear by Him who has control over my life! They do not realize their
own position and learn a lesson from the evil deeds of the hypocrites and the infidels which are due to
the disbelief.”

160- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted the following on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “There are
certain signs by which religious people can be recognized. These are truthfulness, trustworthiness,
fulfilling one's promise, observing the relations of kin, being kind with the weak ones, and the
subordinates, minimal sexual intercourse with women, doing good deeds, being good-tempered, using
knowledge, and doing whatever helps man approach God. Blessed be such people. They shall prosper,
and have a good place to return to.”

161- Imam Sadiq (a.s) reported the following on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “No one
shall experience real faith unless he realizes that he shall suffer from whatever he is to suffer, and he

shall be safe from whatever he should be saved from. Indeed it is God who brings forth loss or gain.”
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162- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated that when Imam Ali (a.s) was questioned about faith, he said: “God has
established faith on four pillars: perseverance, certitude, justice and Jihad.”

163- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will grant material goods to both His friends and His enemies. But He

will only grant faith to those whom He loves.”

164- Imam Sadiq (a.s) reported on the authority of his grandfather that Imam Ali (a.s) said that God's
Prophet (S) said: “Whoever performs ablution and prays properly, pays the alms tax, overcomes his
anger, controls his tongue, seeks God's forgiveness for his sins, and guides his family members has
indeed completed the real aspects of faith and the gates of Heaven are open to him.”

165- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One day when the Prophet of God (S) saw Harith ibn Malik ibn al-
Naemane al-Ansarie, he asked him: “O' Harith! How did you spent the night until the morning?” Harith

replied: “O' Prophet of God! | spent the night until the morning as a true believer.”

The Prophet (S) said: “There is a certain truth to all faith. What is the truth of your faith?” He replied: “I
abstained from worldly affairs, stayed up all night long, and fasted all day. Then when | looked up to my
Lord's heavens, it was as if the Judgment Day had approached, and | joined the residents of Heaven

while they were going to visit each other, and the residents of Hell were being tortured.”

God's Prophet (S) said: “You are a believer. God has enlightened your heart with faith. Then remain
steadfast, and may God make you steadfast.” Then Harith said: “O' Prophet of God! | fear none of my
parts (to sin) but my eyes.” So the Prophet of God (S) prayed for him and he lost his sight.”

166- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding God's statement:

“And most of them believe not in God without associating (others as partners) with Him:
[The Holy Quran: Yusuf 12:106]

They follow Satan in the same way that they attribute partners to God.”



167- Abdul-Mumin al-Ansari narrated that Imam Bagqir (a.s) said: “God has granted three things to

believers:
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Nobility in the world and his religion, prosperity in the Hereafter, and dignity in the hearts of the people of

the world.”

168- Imam Bagir (a.s) reported the following on the authority of the Prophet of God (S): “Do you want
me to tell you who a believer is? A believer is one with whom the believers trust their lives and property.
Do you want me to tell you who a Muslim is? A Muslim is one from whose hands and tongue other
Muslims are safe. And an emigrant is one who abstains from doing evil deeds and does not do whatever
God has forbidden him to do.”

169- The Prophet (S) was asked whose faith is superior to other people's faith. He replied: “The one

who is more generous.”



170- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that the Prophet of God (S) said: “A believer's house is simple,
his food is little, his hair is not styled, his clothes are simple, but he is humble and does not exchange his

health with anything.”

171- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted the Prophet of God (S) on the authority of his father (a.s) on the authority
of his grandfather (a.s): “Faith has seventy gates and a few more. The biggest one is witnessing that
there is only one God, and there are no partners for Him, and the smallest one is cleaning up the

walkways.”
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Chapter 11: On Concealing Faith

On Concealing Faith5

172- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Muala ibn Khunays narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) told him: “O'
Muala! Conceal our secrets, and do not divulge them since God will honor those who conceal our
secrets in this world, and will provide him with a guiding light directing him to Heaven in the Hereafter. O'
Muala! God will abase whoever divulges our secrets in this world, and will darken his path in the

Hereafter leading him to Hell.

O' Muala! Concealing faith is a part of my religion, and the religion of my forefathers. Whoever does not
practice it, is not religious. God likes to be worshipped in secret the same way that He likes to be

worshipped publicly. O' Muala! Whoever divulges our secrets is like one who denies them.”



173- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever divulges our secrets is like one who has deliberately killed us, not
by mistake.”

174- Bashir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) reported on the authority of his father (a.s): “I swear by God
that there is nothing on the Earth dearer to me than concealing faith, my darling. God will raise the status
of whomever practices concealing faith, and God will abase whoever does not. O' my darling son! The
people are in peace. If the decree to the holy Jihad is issued by the Imam (a.s), then the followers do not

have to conceal their faith anymore.”
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175- Regarding God's statement:

“Twice will they be given their reward, for that they have persevered, that they avert evil with
good”

[The Holy Quran: Qasas 28:54],

Imam Sadiq (a.s) commented: “This means by their perseverance in concealing faith they will receive a

double reward. And here good means concealing faith and evil means divulging our secrets.”

176- Abi Basir said that he once asked Imam Sadiq (a.s): “Why do you not inform us about secrets in
the same way that (Imam) Ali (a.s) informed his companions?” Imam Sadiq (a.s) replied: “By God you

are right. But can you tell me of even one case when | told you a tradition about something and you kept



it as a secret?” Then Abi Basir said: “By God | cannot even remember one tradition which | kept a

secret.”

177- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Concealing faith is for times when it is necessary to do so, and the person

who conceals his faith knows best when to do it.”

178- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Concealing faith is for protecting lives and preventing bloodshed. There is

no reason to conceal faith if there is bloodshed.”

179- Abi Basir said that once he asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about traditions. Then Imam Sadiq (a.s) asked
him if he had kept any of the ones he had been told a secret so that he could be told new ones. When
Imam Sadiq (a.s) noticed that Abi Basir was upset he said: “Do not worry about the ones that you told

your friends. Divulging traditions means telling them to people other than your companions.”

180- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Subduing one's anger during times when the enemies are in power is
considered to be a form of concealing faith. It protects the one who conceals his faith, and keeps him
safe from trouble in life.”

181- Ibn Miskan said that Imam Sadig (a.s) told him: “I think if someone insults Imam Ali (a.s) in front of
you, you will chop off his nose if you can.” Ibn Miskan replied: “May | be your devoted servant! Yes, my
family and | are all this way.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not do this. | swear by God that there were

many occasions when | heard someone insult Imam Ali (a.s) while there was only a small pillar between

the man who insulted Imam Ali (a.s) and me.
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| hid behind that pillar and when | finished my prayer | walked by, greeted him and shook hands with

him.”

182- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding God's statement:
“And slew the Prophets in defiance of right”

[The Holy Quran: Al-i-lImran 3:112],

“I swear by God that they did not kill them with their swords, but caused them to be killed by divulging
their secrets.”

183- In Sifat ul-Shi’ia it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever does not believe in the

practice of concealing faith is not a follower (or Shiite) of Imam Ali (a.s).”

184~ In Tagieh Lil-Ayashi it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever does not believe in the
practice of concealing faith is not religious. And indeed the practice of concealing faith is more extensive

than whatever exists between the Heavens and the Earth.”

185- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever believes in God and the Resurrection Day and lives under an

unjust government will only talk in order to conceal his faith.”
186- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that God admonished a tribe for not concealing faith and said:

“When there comes to them some matter touching (public) safety or fear, they divulge it.” [The
Holy Quran: Nisaa 4:83]

187- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is no good in one who does not believe in the practice of concealing

faith. And one who does not practice concealing faith does not have faith.”

188- In Al-Kifayat Fin-Nosus it is narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “One who is not pious is not
religious, and one who does not practice concealing faith does not have faith. The dearest one from
among you near God is the one who practices concealing of faith the most.” Then the people asked the
Prophet's descendent (a.s): “Until when should we continue to practice concealing of faith?” He replied:
“Until a predetermined day, the day on which our Riser will rise. Whoever abandons concealing of faith
before that day does not belong to our nation.”
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Then they asked: “O' descendent of the Prophet! From what family is your Riser6?” He replied: “He is
from my fourth generation, the son of the Lady of the Maids7. Through him God will eliminate all

oppression from the Earth.”

This tradition has been narrated by Seyed al-Saeed Jalal al-Din Abu-Ali ibn Hamzeh al-Mousavi in his
book on the authority of his teachers, on the authority of a trustworthy person, on the authority of the
Prophet (S) and the Imams (a.s).

189- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that his father used to always tell him:
“Nothing is more pleasing for your father than concealing faith. Indeed concealing faith is a believer's
armor.”

190- Abi Basir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Concealing faith is a part of God's religion.” He was

asked: “Is it a part of God's religion?” He replied: “Yes, | swear by God that when Joseph said:



“Behold! Ye are thieves, without doubt!” [The Holy Quran: Yusuf 12:70],

they had not really stolen anything. And also when Abraham said he was ill and would not attend the

party,
‘I am indeed sick (at heart)!” [The Holy Quran: Saffat 37:89], by God he was not ill.” 8

191- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Concealing faith is necessary in all issues.”

192- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “As the time of the appearance of Imam Mehdi (a.s) approaches, practicing
concealing of faith becomes more difficult.”

193- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will make whoever divulges our secrets- the Household of the

Prophet- feel the blazing Fire of Hell.”
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194~ In Elal al-Sharayeh it is narrated that Davood al-Raq'qi narrated that the Shiites came to Imam
Sadiq (a.s) to ask about wearing black suits. He said that he saw the Imam (a.s) was sitting and had put
on a black robe, hat and shoes. The Imam (a.s) even opened a part of his shoe lining and said that it

was also black. However he said: “Cleanse your souls, and wear whatever you wish.”
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Chapter 12: On Piety

195- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Abi-Basir asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) regarding God's statement:
“Fear God as He should be feared”

[The Holy Quran: Al-i-lmran 3:102], Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It means that He should be obeyed, and
not revolted against; He should be remembered, and not be blasphemed.”

196- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Piety resembles faith.”

197- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) was asked to describe this world. He said: “How can | describe the
world for you in which you are accountable for what you rightfully earn, and will be punished for what you
wrongfully earn. If you could only see what happens during and after death, you would give up all worldly
aspirations and its tricky attractions.” He then added: “God will reward whoever is really pious with
peace of mind without any need for a companion; and is self-sufficient without any wealth; and has
dignity without being a ruler.”

198- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The Resurrection Day is the day of happiness for pious people.”
199- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not be fooled by their crying since piety is rooted in one's soul.”
200- Imam Sadiq (a.s) explained God's statement:

“He is the Lord of Righteousness, and the Lord of forgiveness.”
[The Holy Quran: Muddaththir 74:56]

as follows: “God the Almighty said that He deserves that His servants be divinely pious, and even if they

do not do so, He has the right to forgive them.”

201- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Adhere to piety and thus protect your religion.”
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202- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Any independent reasoning lacking piety is useless.”

203- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “No one gains anything except through his efforts, and you will not gain

what is near God without piety.”

204- Fuzayl narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Express our greetings to whoever you see and tell
them that-by God- none of us are of any use for them unless they themselves adhere to piety. Be
careful about what you say and do, and be one of those who persevere and establish prayers since God

is the Helper of those who persevere.”

205- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said that God had said: “O' children of Adam! Abstain from what | have forbidden
so that you may be of the pious ones.”

206- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked who the most pious people were. He replied: “The most pious people

are those who abstain from what God has forbidden.”

207- Imam Sadiq (a.s) reported on the authority of Imam Sajjad (a.s), on the authority of the Prophet of
God (S): “Perform divinely decreed duties to be one of the most pious people.”



208- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Always fear God and strive in the way of your religion, and beware that it

does not suffice just to strive, but you must also adhere to piety.”

209- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that in reply to the supplications of Moses, God replied: “O' Moses! Nothing
is more effective than piety in making My servants closer to Me. | bestowed Heaven on them and will not

let anyone else share it with them.”

210- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “The following are signs by which the pious ones can be
recognized: honesty; trustworthiness; loyalty; lack of haughtiness and jealousy; observing the relations of
kin; helping the poor; minimum sexual intercourse with women; doing good deeds; having a good
temper; and having an in-depth knowledge of what can help one approach God. Blessed be them and
how prosperous they are!”
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211- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Faith is preserved by
piety, and destroyed by greed.”
212- The Prophet (S) said: “The best definition of piety is given in God's words:

“God commands justice, the doing of good...”
[The Holy Quran: Nahl 16:90]

213- The Prophet (S) said: “Be pious, since piety is absolute goodness.”
214~ The Prophet (S) said: “Whoever likes to be the noblest of the people must be pious.”
215- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Act as if you have realized the truth.”

216- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever does not fulfill his promise is not religious. Whoever is not
trustworthy does not have faith. The prayers of those who do not pay the alms tax are not accepted. The

payment of the alms tax by one who is not pious is not effective.”

217- In Sifat ul-Shi’ia it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God never appointed anyone to
Prophethood unless he was honest and trustworthy. And we must return what we are entrusted with to
its owner whether he is a good-doer or an evil-doer.”

218- Abi-Basir stated that he told Imam Sadiq (a.s): “lbn Abi Ya'fur sends his greetings to you.” Imam
Sadiq (a.s) replied: “Greetings to him and you. Please deliver my greetings to him whenever you see
him and tell him that Ja'far the son of Muhammad9 says: “Consider what Ali got when he was with the
Prophet, and protect these things. Beware that he only got these things through honesty and

trustworthiness.”

219- Ibn-i-Abi Ya'fur said that Imam Sadiq (a.s) told him: “Invite the people to the religion by means

other than plain talk. Let them see your hard work, honesty and piety.”
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220- Khaysameh stated that he went to say farewell to Imam Bagir (a.s). The Imam (a.s) told him:
“Deliver our greetings to our friends, and instruct them to adhere to piety. O' Khaysameh! Inform them
that they shall not find any position near God except through their efforts, and they will not be our friends
except through piety. On Judgment Day, one who admires a just man but acts otherwise and follows

others will be most sorry.”

221- Al-Fuzayl stated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) told him: “O' Fuzayl! Whenever you see one of our
followers, express our greetings and tell him that he shall not find any position near God except through
piety. Therefore be careful about what you say, and what you do. Be persevering and pray since God is

with those who persevere.”

222- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whoever faces the Qibla10, and eats what is slaughtered
according to our directions, and believes in our Prophets, and witnesses to what we witness to, and
enters into our religion will be treated according to the Quranic decrees and Islamic ordinances. No one
is superior to others except through piety. Beware that the pious ones have the best divine reward and
the best ending.”
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Chapter 13: On Enjoining the Right and Forbidding the Wrong

God the Almighty granted blessings to the nation of Muhammad and honored them by establishing them
as the ones who enjoin the right and forbid the wrong, and described their attributes in His Book and

sent them blessings. He then said:

“Ye are the best of people, evolved for mankind, enjoining the right, forbidding what is wrong,
and believing in God.” [The Holy Quran: Al-i-lmran 3:110]

And God bound together enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong with belief.

“And observe the limits set by God; (These do rejoice). So proclaim the glad tidings to the
Believers.” [The Holy Quran: Tauba 9:112]

And God cursed and admonished those who abandon enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong, and
those who did not face and rise against oppression. God promised them that they would be severely

punished:

“Curses were pronounced on those among the Children of Israel who rejected Faith, by the
tongue of David, and of Jesus the son of Mary; because they disobeyed and persisted in
Excesses. Nor did they (usually) forbid one another the iniquities which they committed: evil
indeed were the deeds which they did.

[The Holy Quran: Maida 5:81-82]

In the same chapter God the Almighty said:

e el Joadl!
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“Many of them dost thou see, racing each other in sin and rancor, and their eating of things forbidden.
Evil indeed are the things that they do. Why do not the Rabbis and the doctors of law forbid them from

their (habit of) uttering sinful words and eating things forbidden?
Evil indeed are their works. [The Holy Quran: Maida 5:61-2]

God the Almighty has considered those who commit sins and those who abandon forbidding the same
sins to be equal in the degree of wickedness of their act, and the severity of their promised punishment.
He then enjoins us to do good deeds and forbids doing wrongful acts and promises a good reward for

this, and warns us of a severely painful punishment. God the Almighty has said:

“Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right,
and forbidding what is wrong: they are the ones to attain felicity.”
[The Holy Quran: Al-i-lmran 3:104]

He also said: “When some of them said: “Why do ye preach to a people whom God will destroy or visit

with a terrible punishment?” Said the preacher: “To discharge our duty to your Lord, and perchance they



may fear Him.”

When they disregarded the warnings that had been given them, we rescued those who forbade
evil, but We visited the wrong-doers with a grievous punishment, because they were given to
transgression.”

[The Holy Quran: Araf 7:164-165]

223- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “O' Believers! Whoever sees that a wrong act is being done, or a
forbidden act is being advertised for and disapproves of these acts with his heart, remains healthy and
stays pure from such wrong acts. But whoever forbids such acts verbally is more superior and receives a
higher reward. Whoever forbids such acts with his sword in order to establish God's words and reject the
oppressors is on the straight path to guidance. He is on the path to prosperity, and his heart will be filled
with the light of certitude.”
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224~ Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong are two of God's creatures.
Whoever assists them will be honored by God, and whoever abandons them will be abandoned by
God.”

225- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever has the following characteristics will enjoin the right and forbid



the wrong: is knowledgeable about the right and abandons the wrong; is moderate and just concerning
what he enjoins as right, and what he forbids as wrong; and behaves according to what he enjoins

and/or forbids.”

226- God's Prophet (S) said: “I saw a man from my nation in a dream. He was surrounded by the Fire of
Hell. At once his acts of enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong came to his help and saved him

from the Fire and handed him over to the angels.”

227- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Woe to the people who do not pay back their debts to God by enjoining the
right and forbidding the wrong.”

228- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A man from the Khasa'em tribe went to see the Prophet of God (S) and
said: “O' Prophet of God! Please tell me what is the noblest form of submission to God?” He replied:

“Faith in God.” Then he asked: “What is next?” The Prophet replied: “Visiting the relations of kin.”

Then he asked: “What is next?” The Prophet replied: “Enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong.” The
man asked: “What is the most despised act near God?” He said: “Being an infidel.” He asked: “What is
the next worst thing?” He said: “Cutting off relations of kin.” He asked: “What is next?” He replied:
“Enjoining the wrong and forbidding the right.”

229- God's Prophet (S) said: “What would you do if all your women were corrupt and your youth were
deviated, and no one enjoined the right and forbade the wrong?” He was asked: “O' Prophet of God! Will
this happen?” He replied: “Yes. It will get even worse. What will you do when the people enjoin the
wrong and forbid the right?” He was asked: “O' Prophet of God! Will things ever get this way?” He
replied: “Yes, it will get even worse than this. What will you do when the people consider the right as the

wrong and the wrong as the right?”
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230- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When the following verse was revealed:
“O' ye who believe! Save yourselves and your families from a Fire!”

[The Holy Quran: Tahrim 66:6], a Muslim man sat down and started to cry. He said: “| am not even able
to protect myself from the Fire, now | am ordered to protect my family from the Fire, too.” The Prophet of
God (S) said: “It suffices for you to enjoin the right and forbid the wrong for them in the same way that

you do it for yourself.”

231- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) narrated that the Prophet of God (S) said: “My nation should prepare itself for

divine calamities whenever they abandon enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong.”

232- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever a zealous Muslim observes that a forbidden act takes place, it
suffices for him to know that God is aware of his disapproval and displeasure.”

233- Ghiyas ibn Ibrahim said: “Whenever Imam Sadiq (a.s) reached a group of people who were

quarrelling, he would loudly say: “fear God” three times and pass by them.”

234- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever seeks the pleasure of the people in
what raises God's anger will be admonished by the people who used to admire him before. God will
protect whoever prefers to obey God, despite the people's displeasure, from any enemies. God the
Almighty will remove from him the jealousy of any jealous ones, and the oppression of any oppressors,

and will be his helper and protector.”

235- Mufaz'zil ibn Zayd said that Imam Sadiq (a.s) told him: “O' Mufaz'zil! If one objects to an oppressive
ruler and gets hurt by that ruler, he will not get any reward and will not be granted patience.”11

236- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong will only affect a believer or an

ignorant person who learns from these acts, but it will not affect a person who is armed to the teeth.”
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237- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty has left a believer's affairs up to himself, but has not

abandoned him to be humiliated. Have you not heard God's words:

“But honor belongs to God and His Apostle, and to the Believers.”
[The Holy Quran: Munafiqun 63:8];

Therefore believers are honored, not abased.” He then added: “Believers are even nobler than the
mountains since we can knock down the mountains and destroy them, but nothing can diminish a

believer's faith.”

238- Muhammad ibn A'rafeh narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You must enjoin the right and forbid
the wrong, else the bad people will rule over you, and the prayers of your good people will not be

answered.”



239- Mufaz'il ibn Amr narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is not good for a believer to do something
to get humiliated. He was asked: “What will humiliate him?” Imam Sadiq (a.s) replied: “When he does

something for which he has to apologize later.”

240- Masaedat ibn Sadagih narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked if it was incumbent upon the
entire nation to enjoin the right and forbid the wrong. He replied in the negative. They asked him the
reason. He said: “It is incumbent upon those who are in power whom the people obey and can
distinguish between the right and the wrong. It is not incumbent upon the weak people who do not know

how to approach this issue, and might say wrong things about what is right.
That is why God says:

“Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining the right, and
forbidding what is wrong.
[The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:104].

But this is especial, and not general. As God the Almighty said:

“Of the people of Moses there is a chapter who guide and do justice in the light of truth.”
[The Holy Quran: Araf 7:159].

He has not said it is for all the people of Moses or all his tribe to enjoin the right and forbid the wrong,
even though there were many groups there. And by people it is meant more than one, as God the

Almighty said:

“Abraham was indeed a model, devoutly obedient to God.”
[The Holy Quran: Nahl 16:120].

In this verse it is said that he was obedient to God. Therefore it is not incumbent upon anyone who does

not have any power, helpers or followers at peace time.”
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241- Masaedat ibn Sadagqih said that Imam Sadiq (a.s) was questioned about the Prophet's statement:
“The best form of Jihad -holy war- is expressing what is just in the presence of an oppressive ruler.”
Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “This act will only be accepted of him if his enjoining the right is based on

knowledge, otherwise it is not accepted.”

242- Jabir narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “God the Almighty revealed the following to the Prophet
Shu'aib (a.s): “I shall punish one hundred thousand people from your nation. Forty thousand of them are

from the wicked ones, and sixty thousand of them are from the good people.”

Shu'aib (a.s) asked: “You punish the bad people. Why are the good people punished?” God the
Almighty revealed to him: “They are the people who got along with the sinners, and were not worried

about My Anger.”

243- The Noble Prophet (S) has been narrated as saying: “The people will live in prosperity as long as
they cooperate with each other in enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong. However, once they stop
doing so, their blessings will be taken away from them, and some will rule over others, and they will have

no helpers in the heavens or on the Earth.”

244- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whoever stops physical, verbal and spiritual enjoining of the right

and forbidding of the wrong is like a living corpse that seems to be alive.”
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Chapter 14: On Being Trustworthy

245- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Return whatever you are entrusted with to

its owner, even if the owner is the murderer of Imam Hussein (a.s).”

246- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Be pious and return the property that you have been entrusted with, since |

shall even return any property of Imam Ali's (a.s) murderer to him, if he entrusted me with his property.”

247- Abdullah ibn San'an said that once he went to see Imam Sadiq (a.s) in the mosque. Imam Sadiq
(a.s) had finished saying his afternoon prayers and was sitting facing the Qibla He told Imam Sadiq (a.s):
“O' grandson of the Prophet! There are several rulers who have entrusted their treasury with me, but do
not pay you your due one-fifth levy. Should | return their property to them?”

Imam Sadiq (a.s) replied: “I swear three times by the Lord of this Qibla that even if lbn Muljam who has
killed my grandfather (Imam Ali (a.s)) (and | wish to take revenge on him) entrusts his property with me, |

shall return it to him.”

248- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “The residents of the planet Earth will receive divine blessings as long as

they love each other, act righteously, and honor what they are entrusted with.”
249- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was questioned about God's statement:

“We did indeed offer the Trust to the Heavens and the Earth and the Mountains, but being afraid,
they all refused to undertake it. However man undertook it- he was indeed unjust and foolish.”
[The Holy Quran: Ahzab 33:72].

He was asked: “What was offered to them? What did man undertake? What is it?” Imam Sadiq (a.s)
replied: “Trust between the people was offered, and this was done during the creation of the creatures.”
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250- God's Prophet (S) said: “One who violates the trust with which he is entrusted does not belong to

my nation.”

251- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God did not appoint anyone to the prophethood unless he was honest and

trustworthy.”

252- Some of the companions of Imam Sadiq (a.s) have narrated him as saying the following to his
children: “O' Children! Please honor what you are entrusted with so that your worldly and heavenly life
remains healthy. Be trustworthy and you will need nothing.”

253- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Zayn al-Abedin (a.s) told his followers: “You ought
to return what you are entrusted with to its owner. | swear by God who rightly appointed Muhammad to
the prophethood that even if the murderer of my father Imam Hussein (a.s) entrusts me with his sword

with which he killed my father, | shall return it to him.”

254- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The dearest person near God is the one who is honest in his speech; the
one who guards (i.e. he performs) his prayers, and does what is incumbent upon him; and the one who
returns what he is entrusted with.” He then added: “Whoever is entrusted with something and returns

what he is entrusted with has indeed opened up one thousand knots of the Fire of Hell from around his

own neck.

Therefore compete with each other in being trustworthy, and know that Satan will appoint one hundred
of his followers to tempt whoever is known to be trustworthy. They will tempt him to violate the trust, and

get ruined. Only those protected by God the Almighty shall be saved.”

255- The Prophet (S) said: “Do not only consider how much a person prays and fasts, how many times
he goes on pilgrimage, how many good deeds he has performed and how much he engages in
supplications at night. But consider his honesty and trustworthiness.”



256- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three acts which we must do no matter what happens: honor
whatever we are entrusted with whether it belongs to a good person or a bad one; honor our promises
whether they be to a good person or a bad one; and treat our parents with kindness whether they are

good or bad.”
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Chapter 15: On Remembrance

257- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Hassan al-Baz'zaz narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do you
want me to inform you about the hardest duties God has made incumbent upon His servants?” He then
discussed three duties, the third of which was to always remember God, whether we are rushing to obey

Him, or we are committing sins.”

258- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Remembering God often is one of the most important acts that God has



made incumbent upon His servants.” He then added: “Beware that by this | do not mean just reciting the
praises of God the Almighty. Rather | mean remembering what God has allowed, what He has forbidden,

obeying God and abandoning sins.”

259- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “There are three groups of people: those who are quiet; those who
remember God; and those who say things to cause discord among the people.”

260- Unus ibn Abdulrahman narrated that Lugman said to his son: “O' my dear son! Be careful when
you enter a gathering to sit with those who are remembering God. This way your knowledge will
increase if you are knowledgeable, and you will become knowledgeable if you are ignorant. There is
hope that God will spread the shade of His Mercy upon them, and you may benefit from His Mercy, too.

But if you see some people who do not remember God, do not sit with them since you will not gain any
knowledge if you are knowledgeable, and you will be more misguided if you are ignorant, and God may

encompass them with the shadow of His Chastisement in which case you will be chastised too.”
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261- One of the companions of Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that he once asked the Imam (a.s) who the most
respectable person in the sight of God is. The Imam (a.s) replied: “The one who remembers God the

most, and is best known to serve Him is the most respectable person near God.”

262- Asbag ibn Nabateh narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are two types of
remembrance: remembering God during times of calamities, and even better is remembering God when
you are about to do what God has forbidden. This form of remembrance will cause you to abandon

forbidden acts.”

263- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God the Almighty said:
“Then do ye remember Me; | will remember you. Be grateful to Me and reject not Faith.” [The Holy
Quran: Bagara 2:152].

And He also said:
“O'ye who believe! Celebrate the praises of God, and do this often.” [The Holy Quran: Ahzab
33:41].

He also said:
“For men and women who engage much in God's praise, for them has God prepared forgiveness
and great reward.” [The Holy Quran: Ahzab 33:35].

He also said:
“Therefore do thou give admonition, for thou art one to admonish. Thou art not one to manage
(men’s) affairs.” [The Holy Quran: Ghashia 88:21-22]

264- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “O' Alit The following three are one's noblest characteristics: being fair,

treating others as equals, and remembering God the Blessed, the High in all situations.”

265- Either Imam Sadiq (a.s) or Imam Bagir (a.s) has been narrated to have said: “There are seven
things in the body in charge of remembrance of God: the tongue, the soul, the spirit, the intellect, the
wisdom, the head, and the heart- either of which needs to persevere. The tongue's perseverance is
attained through honesty in uttering words. The soul's perseverance is attained through presence of

one's mind.

The spirit's perseverance is attained through sincerity in repentance. The heart's perseverance is
attained through properly begging for pardon. The intellect's perseverance is attained through properly
learning from one's mistakes. The wisdom's perseverance is attained through proper pride, and the

head's perseverance is attained through awareness of the secrets of the world.
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Thus the remembrance of God is equal to uttering praises of God for the tongue; struggling and hard
work for the spirit; fear and hope for the soul; honesty and sincerity for the heart; exaltation and shyness
for the intellect; submission and contentment for the wisdom; and witnessing to and approaching God for
the head.”

266- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “All good characteristics are summarized in three acts: looking,
silence and talking. Any looking that is without learning is a waste of time. Any silence that is without
pondering is due to ignorance. And any talking that is not accompanied by remembrance of God is vain
talk.

Then blessed be those who learn when they look; think when they are silent; remember God when they
talk; are sorry for their wrong-doings; and the people are safe from their mischief.”

267- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “The reward of any Muslim who sits in his prayer chamber at dawn
and remembers God untill the night is equal to the reward of one who goes on the holy pilgrimage (to

God's House in Kaba). He shall be forgiven all his sins.”

268- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “Set up the gardens of Heaven once you find them as the places in
which you go for pleasure.” He was asked where they were. He replied: “Where God is remembered.”

269- The Prophet (S) said: “There are no groups of people who start remembering God to whom a
divine announcement as to their being forgiven is not issued. There are also no groups of people who

start remembering God and some of the angels do not accompany them.”



270- The Prophet (S) said: “There are no groups of people who start remembering God without being
surrounded by the angels and without receiving God's Mercy, and peace of mind. Their names shall be

remembered together with those of their companions.”

271- Moses (a.s) asked God: “What is the reward of one who wholeheartedly remembers You?” God

the Almighty replied: “On Judgment Day | will spread the shadow of My Dominion over him and protect

»

him.
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272- The Prophet (S) said: “| saw a man encircled by Satans in a dream. He was saved by
remembering God.”

273- Jabir said that he once told Imam Bagir (a.s): “There are some people who are such that whenever

a part of the Quran is read for them or they are reminded of it, one of them becomes unconscious. He



gets so unconscious that he will not even realize it if you cut off both his hands or legs.” The Imam (a.s)
said: “Praise be to God. This is a Satanic act. They have not been instructed to do so. The Quran is only

meant to cause fear of God, softening of the heart and weeping.”

274- In Majma ul-Bayan it is narrated that the Prophet (S) was quoted as saying the following regarding

the verse:

“Henceforth were your hearts hardened: they become like a rock and even worse in hardness.”
[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:74]

“Do not keep on talking without remembering God. This will harden your hearts. And those whose hearts

are hardened are the ones most distant from God.”

275- In Al-Zuhd it is narrated that Uthman ibn Abdullah has quoted the following on the authority of the
Immaculate Imams (a.s): “When the winter comes you are told that the nights have become longer so
that you may pray, and the days have been shortened so that you may fast, and if you cannot stay
awake at night and cannot fight with your enemies and do not feel good about giving charity, remember

God more often.”

276- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Nothing is a harder (divine) test for a believer than giving charity from what
he has earned from God the Almighty, being just and frequently remembering God.” He then said: “I do

not mean that you should often say praises of God, but remember God in what you do regarding what is
allowed and what is forbidden.”

277- In Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha’ it is narrated that Raja ibn Abil-Zah'hak said that Ma'mun sent him to
bring Imam Ridha’ (a.s) from Madina by way of Basra, Ahvaz and Fars, but not by way of Qum. He said
he was ordered to personally accompany and guard the Imam (a.s) the whole way until they reached
their destination. Therefore he was with the Imam (a.s) all the way from Medina to Marv. He said that he
swears by God that he has never seen anyone more pious than the Imam (a.s)- always remembering

and fearing God.
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278- The Prophet (S) said: “All that man says is not to his benefit, except for enjoining the right,
forbidding the wrong and remembering God.” He also said: “God Has ordered me that all my talking
should be in remembrance of God, my silence should be accompanied by thinking and my looking

should be accompanied by learning.”

279- In Al-Zuhd it is narrated that the members of the Holy Household (a.s) quoted on the authority of
Zayd ibn Ali on the authority of his forefathers that Imam Ali (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet
(S): “There are three types of talking: remembering God; silence; and what leads one to do wrong acts.”

280- Ibn Abi Ya'fur narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three things that are really hard for
the people: forgiving the faults of others; accepting that others have more wealth than they do; and

remembering God often.”
281- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “We are those who possess the Message” regarding the verse:
“If you realize this not, ask of those who possess the Message.”

[The Holy Quran: Nahl 16:43]
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1.

2. like being a magician, a madman or a liar

3. and see how much wealth they have

4. Translators' note: See Tradition No. 409 for a description of the meaning of “blessed be” that is the translation of the
Arabic word 'tooba.

5. Translators' note: This practice has been designated for the believers when they live under oppressive conditions in
which exposing their faith could endanger their religion and their lives. Please read traditions Nos. 177 and 178 to better
understand this concept.

6. Translators' note: Imam Mehdi (a.s)

7. Translators' note: Narjis

8. Translators' note: Joseph had put the Kings drinking-cup in his brother's saddlebag, as the only possible means of
keeping his brother. See verses 55 through the end of chapter Yusuf of the Holy Quran for more details. Also in verses 83
through 96 of the chapter Saffat of the Holy Quran we read that Abraham said he feels sick, and they left him. He then
turned to their gods, and attacked them in order to fight idol-worshipping.

9. Imam Sadiq (a.s)

10. Translators’ note: The direction to which one prays.

11. Translators' note: This can be better understood under the subject of concealing of faith. Or it may be manipulated and
misleading. We left it here to maintain compatibility with the original document.
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