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Introduction

Through studying the teachings of the holy infallibles (a.s.) regarding the rights of a newborn, one can
conclude that a child in this stage has eight rights upon his family. These rights are as follows:

1- Honouring the Birth

The day that Allah Almighty bestows a blessing upon a person is a day of festivity,1 being auspicious
and blessed. A newborn is a great bounty for a family, and in reality a birthday party is a form of
expressing gratitude for this great divine blessing. To congratulate and giving a banquet in honour of the
newborn is also something highly recommended to do.

Remembering birthdays is to honour the divine blessing of the human being coming into existence. The
newborn is brought into this world by Allah as a glorious blessing upon its family.
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The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) once asked Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “What is the first blessing that Allah gave
you?”

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) answered: “That He, may His tribute be glorified, created me and I was absolutely
nothing.”

Therefore, occasions such as birthdays or celebrating reaching the age of maturity (taklif) with the
purpose of giving thanks for Allah’s blessings are good and commendable customs to observe, even
though there is no particular evidence to indicate it is religiously recommended (mustahab).

2- Bathing the Newborn

2- Bathing the Newborn2

There are a few notable points in regards to washing a newborn child:

A) What is meant here in bathing is not simply washing, but a ritual religious bathing. Accordingly, the
person who bathes the baby must observe the rulings of ritual bathing, as in the intention and the order
of washing the parts.

B) This bathing is recommended, provided it does not harm the newborn in any way.3

C) The act of bathing the newborn is recommended to be done at the time of birth, and it is permissible
to delay it for up to three days.4

D) Some of the early jurists viewed that the ritual bathing of a newborn is obligatory.5

3- Reciting Adhan and Iqamah in the Newborn’s ears

Here are some following points important in this regard:

A) The Adhan must be recited in the right ear of the newborn, and the Iqamah in the left ear.

B) It is stated in some narrations that the time of reciting the Adhan and Iqamah in the ears of the
newborn is after hearing it cry, and, in some other narrations it says that it is recommended to be done
before the umbilical cord is cut.

C) This Islamic tradition indicates that the first sounds a baby hears play an important role in the nature
of the child, and which also has many effects on his upbringing and future.

4- Feeding the Newborn for the First Time

This means that it is recommended to mix a very small amount of the soil of Karbala with some water



from the Euphrates6 and put in the newborn’s mouth.

The reason for doing so is that performing such an act will influence the child’s aspiration to seek truth,
justice and love for Ahlul Bayt (a.s.), penetrating in newborn’s soul from the very beginning of his life, as
has been mentioned in some traditions.7

The recommendation of other things like feeding the baby with rain water, warm water, dates and honey
before anything else have also been mentioned in some traditions. Therefore, if possible, it is better to
combine and mix honey, dates and some rain water or water from the Euphrates and then given to the
baby.8

This also indicates that the first food given to the newborn, like the first voices the newborn hears, play
an effective role in the fate of the child.

5- Choosing a Good Name

According to the traditions in Islam, choosing a good name for the newborn is considered as the first
benevolent act the family performs for the child. It is imperative that through the guidelines set out by the
Leaders of Islam, Muslim families must choose the best names for their children. These statements of
guidance are:

A) Families can choose any good name for their child.

B) The best names are those which indicate the servitude and relation of a person to his Creator.

C) The best names are the names of the holy prophets, the infallibles and religious figures in Islam, and
the best of all is the name Muhammad.

D) For those who Allah Almighty has granted four sons, it is blameworthy if they do not name one of
them Muhammad.

E) Choosing a name for a child should be done before its birth, and if it is not known what the sex of the
newborn is, they may choose a name which is appropriate to both.9 Of course, there is no problem in
changing the name after the delivery.

F) It is recommended that after a boy is born to name him Muhammad for the first seven days, and then
the parents may choose any other name they wish.

G) Certain names like Muhammad and Fatimah have special rights and respect that must be observed
because of their connection with great Islamic characters.

H) There are some names that are reprehensible (makruh) because they symbolised the wrong and
injustice, like: Shahab, Hariq, Hubab, Kalb, Firar, Harb, and Zalim.



I) It is reprehensible to put names that indicate pride, or something that’s negation in a conversation is
considered as a bad omen, such as: Mubarak – the blessed, in which its negation is ‘the unblessed’.

J) The names that are befitting only to Allah, the Exalted, (like Quddus, Hakam, and Khaliq) should not
be used as the name of someone, to which some jurists have considered this as prohibited.

6- Shaving the Newborn’s Head

It is a recommended act to shave the hair on the head of a newborn on the seventh day after the birth
and donate its equal weight in gold or silver for charity, and there is no difference as to whether the
newborn is a girl or a boy.

7- To Offer a Sacrifice for the Newborn

Performing a ‘Aqiqah is the sacrificing of a sheep10 to feed people upon the birth of a child.11

The things that must be observed in this regard are:

A) To offer a sacrifice for a child is a highly recommended act, and some jurists12 have even considered
it obligatory.

B) It is recommended that the offering for a boy should be a male sheep and for a girl a female sheep.

C) The time of sacrifice is to be done on the seventh day after the birth, and if it is delayed any time after
that it will still remain as a recommended practice. If the parents did not perform the ‘Aqiqah for the child,
it is recommended that the child himself does so when he becomes mature.

D) It is recommended that the meat of the sacrifice be divided among the believers and to pray for the
baby, but it is better to cook the meat and invite at least ten persons to eat and pray for the newborn.

E) It is recommended when cutting up the ‘Aqiqah not to break the bones. Another recommendation is
that one leg and thigh, or rather one fourth of the sacrifice should be given to the midwife.

F) It is reprehensible for the parents and those supported by the father, not to eat from the offering, in
particular the mother.13

G) It is recommended to recite the special supplication for the ‘Aqiqah while it is being slaughtered. The
supplications narrated from Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) in this regard are abundant.14

8- Circumcision of the Baby

It is a recommended act to circumcise the newborn boy on the seventh day after his birth, and it is
permissible to delay it until up to the age of puberty. It is of precaution that the child’s parents would get



him circumcised before puberty, but after puberty it is an urgent obligation and delaying it is not
permissible.

It is also recommended that at the time of the act of circumcising the child, the related supplication
should be recited.15

1. . The Arabic word ‘Id is derived from the root ‘awada which means ‘to return’, so the day on which missed out blessings
are return to a person or to the society is called a festive day. However, this word gradually became used used for any
auspicious or blessed day. The greater the blessing of Allah is, the festive is more magnificent and glorious with greater joy
and happiness. Based on this definition, each day that a man does not commit a sin is counted a day of festivity for him. In
this regard Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) has said: “Every day in which Allah is not disobeyed in is a festive ‘Id day.”
2. . Some jurists have presumed that what is meant is the general washing and cleaning of the newborn. Refer to: Jawahir
al-Kalam, vol. 5, p. 71.
3. . Tahrir al-Wasilah, vol. 2, p. 31.
4. . al-’Urwah al-Wuthqa, vol. 2, p. 157.
5. . Jawahir al-Kalam, vol. 5, p. 71.
6. . Refer to h. 143-145.
7. . Refer to h. 142.
8. . Jawahir al-Kalam, vol. 31, p. 253.
9. . Refer to h. 148.
10. . A goat, cow, or a camel can also be sacrificed, and it is recommended to observe all rulings of slaughtering in them.
11. . Tahrir al-Wasilah, vol. 2, p. 316.
12. . Like Askafi, Sayyid Murtada and Fayz Kashani. Ahkam al-Atfal, p. 196.
13. . Wasa’il al-Shi’ah, vol. 21, p. 428.
14. . Wasa’il al-Shi’ah, vol. 15, p. 426-428.
15. . Refer to page 115, h. 193.

Chapter 1: The Rights of a Newborn

1.1: Honouring the Birth

“And peace be on him the day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day he shall be raised
alive!”1
“And peace be on me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day I shall be raised alive.”2

119. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “O child of three [great] days: The day which you were born, the day
which you will enter your grave and the day on which you will come out towards your Lord. What great
days they will be.”3

120. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said, while congratulating a man for his newborn child: “I ask Allah to make
him a [worthy] successor in your life and a successor after you, for indeed a man succeeds his father in
his life and after his death.”4



121. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The greatest day of a person is the day he is born, and his smallest
day is the day he dies.”5

122. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A man said when congratulating someone who was blessed with a
son: “Congratulations for your newborn horseman.”

Imam Hasan (a.s.) said to him: “How do you know he will be a rider or a walker?”

The man said: “May I be sacrificed for you! Then what should I say?”

He (a.s.) said: “Say: you have thanked the Giver [of this bounty], and may the given be a blessing for
you. May he reach his perfection and may He sustain you with His kindness.”6

123. al-Kafi, narrating from ‘Ali ibn al-Hakam, from one of the Shi’ah who said: “For the birth of one of
his children, Abu al-Hasan Musa [al-Kazim] (a.s.) had a feast, and he fed fulazaj7 in large bowls to the
people of Medina in mosques and lanes for three days.”8

تَعظيم الميلادِ

(و سلام علَيه يوم ۇلدَ و يوم يموت و يوم يبعث حيا)

(و السلام علَ يوم ۇلدْت و يوم اموت و يوم ابعث حيا)

الإمام الباقر عليه السلام: يا ابن الأيام الثَّلاثِ، يومكَ الَّذي ۇلدت فيه، و يومكَ الَّذي تَنزِل فيه قَبركَ، ويومكَ .119
ظيمع ومن يم ا لَهِكَ، فَيبر لا فيه جالَّذي تَخر.

120. فخلي لجنَّ الرعدَكَ، فَاخَلَفاً ب كَ، وعخَلَفاً م لَهجعأن ي هال لساولودٍ ابِم لجرل هتىتَهن عنه عليه السلام‐ ف
هوتو م هياتح ف باها.

121. موتي ومونُ يما ي يولَدُ، و أصغَر ومنسانُ يونُ الاما ي رالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: أكب.

عنه عليه السلام: هنَّا رجل رجً أصاب ابناً فَقال: يهنىكَ الفارِس. فَقال لَه الحسن عليه السلام: ما علمكَ .122
يونُ فارِساً أو راجًِ؟



قَال: جعلت فداكَ فَما اقول؟

هزَقَكَ بِرو ر ،شُدَّهلَغَ اوهوبِ، و بالم و بورِكَ لَكَ ف ،بالواه رتَش :قال: تَقول.

123. ،عضِ ۇلدِهب لةً عليمعليه السلام و وسم نسو الحأب م عن بعض أصحابنا: أولَمبن الح عن عل افال
الأزِقَّة ساجِدِ والم الجِفانِ ف الفالوذَجاتِ‏ ف امثَلاثَةَ أي دينَةالم أهل مطعفَا.

1.2: Washing the Newborn

124. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Washing the newborn baby is obligatory.”9

غَسل المولودِ

124. ولودِ واجِبالم الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: غَسل.

1.3: Reciting Adhan and Iqamah in the Newborn’s ears

125. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Whoever is granted a newborn and recites the Adhan in his right ear
and the Iqamah in his left ear, Um al-Sibyan10 will not harm it.”11

126. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If someone has a newborn child, he must recite the Adhan in his right
ear and the Iqamah in his left ear, for this will bring security from the cursed Satan.”12

127. Sunan Abi Dawud, narrating from Abu Rafay’ who said: “When Fatimah (a.s.) gave birth to Hasan
ibn ‘Ali (a.s.), I saw the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) reciting the Adhan in his ear.”13

128. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “When the time came for Fatimah to give birth to her child, the Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w.) said to Asma’ bint ‘Umays and Um Salamah: “Stay with her so that when her baby is
delivered and starts to cry, recite the Adhan in its right ear and the IqÁmah in its left ear, for whoever this
is done to will be safeguarded from Satan, and then do not do anything until I come.”

When Fatimah delivered the baby, they did what he (s.a.w.) told them, then the Prophet (s.a.w.) came
and cut his umbilical cord and put a little bit of his saliva in the newborn’s mouth and said: “O Allah! I
seek refuge to You for him and his offspring from the vice of the cursed Satan.”14

129. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, regarding some of what is done to an infant at the time of his birth:
“Tell the midwife or anyone who is with her to recite the Adhan in his right ear so that the child would



never become insane or followed by a jinn.”15

130. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, mentioning some of the things to be done to an infant at the time of his
birth: “Recite the Adhan in his right ear and the Iqamah in his left ear. Do this before cutting the umbilical
cord, for the child will never be a coward and will not be afflicted by [the sickness of] Um al-Sibyan.”16

الأذانُ و الاقامةُ ف اذُنِ الوليدِ

رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: من ۇلدَ لَه فَاذَّنَ ف اذُنه اليمن و اقام ف اذُنه اليسرى، لَم يضره ام الصبيانِ‏ .125
.

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: من ۇلدَ لَه مولود فَليوذِّن ف اذُنه اليمن بِاذانِ الصلاة، وليقم ف اليسرى؛ .126

جيمالشَّيطانِ الر نةٌ مصمنَّها عفَا.

127. لَدَتهو ينح لع بن نساذُنِ الح ه عليه وآله أذَّنَ فال صل هال سولر يتارافع: ر داود عن أب سنن أب
لاةةُ بِالصمفاط.

128. سماء ه عليه وآلهال صل هال سولةَ عليها السلام، قال رمةُ فاطت وِلادرضا حعليه السلام: لَم الإمام عل
بِنتِ عميسٍ و ام سلَمةَ: احضراها، فاذا وقَع ولَدُها واستَهل فَاذِّنا ف اذُنه اليمن واقيما ف اذُنه اليسرى؛ فَانَّه لا
.يفعل ذلكَ بِمثله إ عصم من الشَّيطانِ، و لا تُحدِثا شَيئا حتّ آتيما

نم بِكَ و ۇلدَه اعيذُه ّإن ماللّه :و قال ،ه‏ بِريقأهلَب و هره عليه وآله فَسال صل ِالنَّب كَ، فَأتاهلَتا ذللَدَت فَعا وفَلَم
جيمالشَّيطانِ الر.

129. لاةَ فالص أن تُقيم ليهن يم عضوا القابِلَةَ أو بردَ‐: مولودِ إذا ۇلبِالم لفعالإمام الصادق عليه السلام‐ فيما ي
.اذُنه اليمن؛ فَلا يصيبه لَمم‏ و لا تابِعةٌ أبداً

عنه عليه السلام‐ أيضا‐: و أذِّن ف اذُنه اليمن و أقم ف اليسرى، تَفعل بِه ذلكَ قَبل أن تَقطَع سرتَه؛ فَانَّه لا .130
.يفزعُ أبداً، و لا تُصيبه ام الصبيانِ



1.4: The First Feeding

131. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The first thing a newborn should be fed is warm water.”17

132. Musnad Abu Ya’la, narrating from Abu Musa who said: “A son was born to me. I took him to the
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) and he named him Ibrahim. He then fed him a date [as the first piece of food
he ate], prayed that he be blessed, and he then returned him to me.”18

133. Sahih Muslim, narrating from ‘Aishah who said: “Newborns were brought to the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.) and he blessed and was the first to feed them.”19

134. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Feed your newborns firstly with dates, as the Prophet (s.a.w.) did so with
Hasan and Husayn (a.s.).”20

135. al-Kafi, narrating from Yunus, from one of the companions that Abu Ja’far [al-Baqir] (a.s.) said:
“The first food of a newborn should be the water of the Euphrates, and the Iqamah is to be recited in his
ear.”

In another narration he (a.s.) said: “The first food that should be given to your children is water from the
Euphrates and soil from the grave of Husayn (a.s.), and if that is not possible, then with rain water.”21

136. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Let the first thing your children eat be the soil from the grave of
Husayn (a.s.), for it is a safeguard.”22

137. Imam al-Ridha said, in al-Fiqh –a book attributed to him: “When a child is born, feed him first with
water from the Euphrates if you are able to, otherwise with honey.”23

التَّحنيكُ‏

131. خنالس بِالماء ولودنَّكُ‏ المحه عليه وآله: يال ه صلرسول ال.

132. هَّنو ح إبراهيم اهمه عليه وآله، فَسال صل هال سولر بِه فَأتَيت غُلام دَ لۇل :موس عن أب يعل مسند أب
َإل هفَعو د ،ةكربالب عا لَهو د ،ةبِتَمر.

.صحيح مسلم عن عائشة: أنّ رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله كانَ يؤت‏ بالصبيانِ فَيبرِكُ علَيهِم و يحنّهم .133

الإمام عل عليه السلام: حنّوا أولادكم بالتَّمرِ، هذا فَعل النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله بِالحسن والحسين عليهما .134



.السلام

135. هذنا ف قامالفُراتِ، و ي بِماء ولودنَّكُ المحجعفر عليه السلام: ي عن يونس عن بعض أصحابه عن أب افال.

ماءالس ن فَبِماءعليه السلام، فَإن لَم ي ينسقَبرِ الح ةب .وف رِواية اخرى‏: حنّوا أولادكم بِماء الفُراتِ و بِتُر

بة الحسين عليه السلام؛ فَانَّها أمانٌ .136 .الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: حنّوا أولادكم بِتُر

.الإمام الرضا عليه السلام‐ ف الفقه المنسوبِ إلَيه‏ وحنّه بِماء الفُراتِ إن قَدَرت علَيه أو بِالعسل ساعةَ يولَدُ .137

1.5: Naming

A- Choosing a Good Name

138. Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) said: “Someone came to the Prophet (s.a.w.) and said: “O Messenger of
Allah! What is the right of my child?”

He answered: “Choosing a good name for him, raising him well and facilitating a good life for him.”24

139. Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) said: “The first act of benevolence a man has to his child is choosing a
good name for him, so every one of you must choose a good name for your child.”25

تَحسين الاسم‏

الإمام الاظم عليه السلام: جاء رجل الَ النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله، فَقال: يا رسول اله، ما حق ابن هذا؟ .138

.قال: تُحسن اسمه و أدبه، وضعه موضعا حسناً

139. لَدِهو م اسمدُكحن اسحفَلي ،نسح بِاسم هيمسن يا لَدَهو لجالر ربما ي لوعنه عليه السلام: ا.



B- Choosing a Name before the Birth

140. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Choose a name for your children before they are born. If you do not know
whether the child is a male or a female, call them by the names which are good for both a male and a
female, for the miscarriaged foetus will meet you on Judgment Day while you have not chosen a name
for it, the miscarriage will say to its father: “Why didn’t you choose a name for me? Verily, the
Messenger of Allah gave the name to MuÎsin before he was born.”26

تَسميةُ الولَدِ قَبل ان يولَدَ

الإمام عل عليه السلام: سموا اولادكم قَبل ان يولَدوا، فَإن لَم تَدروا اذَكر ام انث‏ فَسموهم بِالاسماء الَّت تَونُ .140
سول‏ رم؟ و قَد سيتَنمس أ :بيه ُقطالس قولم يوهمو لَم تُس ةيامالق ومم يم إذا لَقوكَسقاطنَّ ا‏؛ فَاالانث رِ ولذَّكل
!اله صل اله عليه وآله محسنا قَبل ان يولَد

C- The Ahlul Bayt’s Tradition in Naming

141. Sunan al-Tirmidhi, narrating from ‘Amr ibn Shu’ayb, from his father from his grandfather who said:
“Verily, the Prophet (s.a.w.) commanded the choosing of a name for a newborn on the seventh day
[after his birth], and cutting the hair from him and offering a sacrifice.”27

ةيالتَّسم يتِ فالب هلنَّةُ اس

141. ومولودِ يالم ةيبِتَسم رمه عليه وآله اال صل ِنَّ النَّبسنن الترمذي عن عمرو بن شعيب عن أبيه عن جدّه: ا
قالعو ،نهذى‏ عالا ضعو و ،هسابِع.

D- The Best of Names and the Rights of Some of Them

142. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The blessed names are: ‘Abdullah, ‘Abd al-Rahman and similar
names that denote the servitude to Allah.”28

143. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed, the best of names are: ‘Abdullah, ‘Abd al-Rahman, Harithah
and Hammam.”29

144. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If you name the child Muhammad, honour him, make room for him in
gatherings and do not frown at him.”30

145. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If you name anyone Muhammad, do not disgrace him, do not frown at
him and do not beat him. Blessed be the house that has a Muhammad, the gathering that has a



Muhammad, and a company of friends that has a Muhammad.”31

146. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is no house that has the name Muhammad in it that will not be
increased in its sustenance by Allah. So, if you have named a child Muhammad, you must not beat or
insult him.”32

147. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “You name someone Muhammad and then you insult him!?”33

148. al-Kafi, narrating from al-Sakuni who said: “I went to Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) while I was sad and
upset, and he said to me: “O’ Sakuni, why are you sad?”

I said: “A daughter has been born to me.”

He said: “O’ Sakuni, her weight is on the earth and her sustenance is from Allah. She lives outside the
span of your lifetime, and she eats other than your sustenance.”

By Allah, he relieved me, and then he said: “What did you name her?”

I said: “Fatimah.”

He said: “Excellent!” Then he put his hand on his forehead and said: “The Messenger of Allah said:
“The rights of the child on the father is that if the child is a male, the father should honour his mother,
choose a good name for him, teach him the Book of Allah, purify him and teach him swimming. And if
the child is a female, he should honour her mother, choose a good name for her, teach her [from] the
Chapter of the Light, not teach her [from] the Chapter of Joseph34, not to place her in an upstairs
room35, and to hasten in sending her to the house of her husband [for marriage].”

‘Be careful! Since you have named her Fatimah, you should not insult her, nor curse her, nor beat
her.”36

149. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who is given four boys and does not name one of them
Muhammad, has indeed been disloyal to me.”37

150. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Name [your children] with the names of prophets.”38

151. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is no family wherein there is the name of a Divine Prophet save
that Allah sends an angel to them to sanctify them from the morning prayer until evening.”39

152. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “The best name is the one which indicates the servitude40 [of Allah],
and the best of them are the names of prophets.”41

153. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “There is no child that is born to us and not named Muhammad, and
when seven days have passed, we keep the name if we want or we change it.”42



154. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Someone came to the Prophet (s.a.w.) and said: “O Messenger of
Allah! A child has been born to me, so what do I name him?” He said: “Name him by the dearest of
names to me: Hamzah.”43

155. al-Kafi, narrating from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ‘Azrami who said: “Mu’awiyah appointed
Marwan ibn al-Hakam as the governor of Medina and ordered him to assign a salary for the young ones
of Quraysh, and he did.”

Imam Zayn al-’Abidin [al-Sajjad] said: “I went to him and he asked: “What is your name?” I answered:
“‘Ali ibn al-Husayn.” He asked: “What is your brother’s name?” I answered: “‘Ali.”

He said: ‘‘‘Ali and ‘Ali! What was your father after by naming all his sons ‘Ali?”

Then he paid my salary and I returned to my father [Imam Husayn] and told him what happened. He
said: “Woe to the son of the blue-eyed44 woman and [animal] skin tanner. If I were given one hundred
sons, I would name them nothing but ‘Ali.”45

156. Tafsir al-’Ayyashi, narrating from Rib’i ibn ‘Abdullah who said: “Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) was
asked: “May I be your ransom! We name [our offspring] by your names and the names of your fathers,
does this benefit us?”

He said: “By Allah, yes it does, and is religion anything but love? Allah has said: ‘… If you love Allah,
then follow me, Allah will love you and forgive your sins...”46 47

157. al-Kafi, narrating from Ibn Mayyah from Fulan ibn Hamid who said that he asked and sought advice
from Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) about the name of his son. The Imam said: “Name him by a name
that indicates servitude.”

He said: “What are those names?”

He (a.s.) said: “[Names] like ‘Abd al-Rahman.”48

158. Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) said: “Poverty will not enter the house that has someone from the men with
the name of Muhammad, Ahmad, ‘Ali, Hasan, Husayn, Ja’far, Talib, or ‘Abdullah, or from among the
women with the name Fatimah.”49

159. Imam Hasan al-’Askari (a.s.) said to Ja’far ibn Sharif al-Jurjani: “May Allah give gratitude to Abu
Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Isma’il for his service to our followers, and may He forgive his sins and bless him with
a good son who believes in the truth. Tell him that al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali says: “Name your son Ahmad.”50

160. Kashf al-Ghummah, narrating from Ja’far ibn Muhammad al-Qalanisi, who said: “My brother
Muhammad wrote to Abu Muhammad [al-’Askari] (a.s.) while his wife was pregnant and close to
delivering and had asked him (a.s.) to pray to Allah to relieve her [from pain] and to bless him with a son



and to choose a name for the newborn. The Imam wrote back in answer to him, praying to Allah for his
well being and said: “May Allah bestow upon you a healthy son, and Muhammad and ‘Abd al-Rahman
are good names.”

Then his wife gave birth to twins and he named one of them Muhammad and the other ‘Abd al-
Rahman.”51

أفضل الاسماء و حق بعضها

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله‏ نعم الاسماء: عبدُ اله و عبدُ الرحمن؛ الاسماء المعبدَةُ .142

143. اممو حارِثَةُ و ه حمنبدُ الرو ع هبدُ الع :سماءالا نّ خَيره عليه وآله: ألا اال عنه صل.

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله‏ «اذا سميتُم الولَدَ محمداً فَاكرِموه، و اوسعوا لَه ف المجلسِ، و لا تُقَبِحوا لَه وجها .144

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: اذا سميتُم محمدا فلا تُقَبِحوه، و لا تَجبهوه، و لا تَضرِبوه، بورِكَ لبيتٍ فيه محمدٌ، و .145
.مجلسٍ فيه محمدٌ، و رِفقَة فيها محمدٌ

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: ما من بيتٍ فيه اسم محمدٍ ا اوسع اله علَيهِم الرِزق، فَاذا سميتُموهم فَلا تَضرِبوهم، .146
.و لا تَشتموهم

147. ونَهبتَس داً ثُممحونَ ممه عليه وآله: تُسال عنه صل!

الاف عن السون: دخَلت عل‏ اب عبدِ اله عليه السلام وانَا مغموم مروب، فَقال ل: يا سون مما .148
غَمكَ؟

!قُلت: ۇلدَت ل ابنَةٌ

.فَقال: يا سون، علَ الارضِ ثقلُها، وعلَ اله رِزقُها، تَعيش ف غَيرِ اجلكَ، و تَأكل من غَيرِ رِزقكَ



فَسرِي و اله عنّ. فَقال ل: ما سميتَها؟

.قُلت: فاطمةَ

قال: آه آه! ثُم وضع يدَه عل جبهته فَقال: قال رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: «حق الولَدِ عل والدِه اذا كانَ ذَكرا
ان يستَفرِه‏ امه، و يستَحسن اسمه، و يعلّمه كتاب اله، و يطَهِره، و يعلّمه السباحةَ، و اذا كانَت انث ان يستَفرِه امها،
و يستَحسن اسمها، و يعلّمها سورةَ النّورِ، و لا يعلّمها سورةَ يوسف، و لا ينزِلَها الغُرف‏ ، و يعجِل سراحها ال بيتِ
.«زَوجِها

.اما اذا سميتَها فاطمةَ فَلا تَسبها، و لا تَلْعنها و لا تَضرِبها

149. فانفَقَد ج ،م بِاسمدَهحا مسولادٍ لَم يةُ اعربا دَ لَهن ۇله عليه وآله‏ مال ه صلرسول ال.

150. نبِياءالا سماءوا بِامه عليه وآله: تَسال عنه صل.

151. َإل الغَداة لاةن صم مهقَدِّسا يَللَيهِم ما هال ثعب إ ِنَب يتٍ فيهِم اسمب هلن اه عليه وآله: ما مال عنه صل
شاءالع.

152. نبِياءالا سماءلُها افضو ا ، ةبودِيبِالع مما س سماءالا صدَقالإمام الباقر عليه السلام: ا.

الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: لا يولَدُ لَنا ولَدٌ إ سميناه محمدا، فَاذا مض لَنا سبعةُ ايام فَان شئنا غَيرنا، و ان .153
.شئنا تَركنا

عنه عليه السلام: جاء رجل الَ النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله، فَقال: يا رسول اله، ۇلدَ ل غُلام فَماذا اسميه؟ .154
.قال: سمه بِاحبِ الاسماء إلَ: حمزةَ

155. فرِضن يا هرو أم ،دينَةالم َلع مالح روانَ بنةُ معاوِيم لاستَعم :زرمد العحمم بن حمنبدِ الرعن ع افال
.لشَبابِ قُريشٍ، فَفَرض لَهم



فَقال عل بن الحسين عليه السلام: فَاتَيتُه فَقال: ما اسمكَ؟

ينسالح بن لع فَقُلت.

فَقال ما اسم اخيكَ؟

لع :فَقُلت.

:فَقال .رتُهخبفَا با لا عتجفَر ،ل ضفَر اً؟ ثُميلع اهمس إ ن ۇلدِهدا محدَعَ ان يبوكَ اريدُ اما ي !لو ع لع :قال
.ويل علَ ابن الزرقاء دباغَة الأدم، لَو ۇلدَ ل مىةٌ لاحببت ان لا اسم احداً منهم ا علياً

156. سماءم و اسمائبِا منّا نُسداكَ اف لتععليه السلام: ج هبدِ الع ب ه: قيلبن عبدال عن ربع تفسير العياش
آبائم، فَينفَعنا ذلكَ؟

مذُنُوب مَل رغْفي و هال مبِبحي ونفَاتَّبِع هونَ البتُح نْتُمنْ كا» :هال ؟ قالبالح إ الدّين لو ه ،هال ي وا :فَقال» .

157. همس :فَقال ،لَدِهو اسم ف هرعليه السلام وشاو هبدِ البا عا لاس نَّهميدٍ: اح ن فُلانِ بنع ،احيم عن ابن افال
حمنبدُ الرع :؟ فَقالوه سماءالا يا :فَقال .ةودِيبالع نم سماءبِا.

الإمام الاظم عليه السلام: لا يدخُل الفَقر بيتا فيه اسم محمدٍ او احمدَ او عل اوِ الحسن اوِ الحسين او جعفَرٍ .158
ساءّالن نةَ ممو فاطا ،هبدِ الو عبٍ او طالا.

159. إسماعيل بن براهيما سحاقا ب هال رَش :‐رجانالشَّريفِ الج عفَرِ بنجري عليه السلام‐ لالإمام العس
صنيعتَه ال شيعتنا، و غَفَر لَه ذُنوبه، و رزَقَه ذَكراً سوِياً قائً بِالحق، فَقُل لَه: يقول لَكَ الحسن بن عل: سم ابنَكَ
.احمدَ

160. قرِبم لحام تُهاامر دٍ عليه السلام ومحم با لا خدٌ امحم تَبك :سة عن جعفر بن محمد القلانالغم شفك
عماً، و نوِيراً سذَك هزَقَكَ الر :قولي و لاحبِالص هو الدعي تَبَف .هيمسراً، و يذَك رزُقَهها و يصّخَلن يا هال ودعن يا
حمنبدَ الرع ... الآخَر داً، ومحداً مواح ملَدَت اثنَين ... فَسفَو .حمنبدُ الردٌ و عمحم الاسم.



E- Inappropriate Names

161. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do not name your children Hakam and Abu al-Hakam, for Allah is the
Hakam (Arbitrator).”52

162. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do not name your son: Yasar, Rabah, Najih, or Aflah.”53

163. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The worst names are: Dirar, Murrah, Harb, and Zalim.”54

164. Majma’ al-Zawa’id, narrating from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abu Sabrah who said: “My father and I
went to the Prophet (s.a.w.) who asked my father: “Is this your son?”

He answered: “Yes.”

He (s.a.w.) asked: “What is his name?”

He answered: “al-Hubab.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Do not call him al-Hubab, for al-Hubab is Satan, but rather he [your son] is ‘Abd al-
Rahman.”55

165. al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir, narrating from Ibn Buraydah from his father who said: “The Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.) prohibited anyone to be called Kalb (dog) or Kulaib.”56

F- The reason for the Reproaching of Certain Names

166. Sunan Abu Dawud, narrating from Muhammad ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Ata’ who said: “Zainab bint Abu
Salamah asked him [Muhammad ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Ata’]: “What did you name your daughter?”

He said: “I named her Barrah (Righteous).”

She said: “Verily, the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) reproached this name: I was named Barrah and the
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “Do not admire yourselves. Allah is more aware of the righteous ones
among you.”

They said: “Then what do we call her?”

He answered: “Name her Zainab!”57

الأسماء المذمومةُ

161. مالح وه هنَّ ال؛ فَاما الحبو لا ا ،مم الحكولادوا امه عليه وآله: لا تُسال ه صلرسول ال.



162. باحاً، و لا نَجيحاً، و لا أفلَحساراً، و لا ركَ يغُلام نيمه عليه وآله: لا تُسال عنه صل.

163. مو ظال ،ربةُ، و حرو م ،رارض :سماءالا ه عليه وآله: شَرال عنه صل.

164. :ب ه عليه وآله فَقالال ه صلسولِ الر لع با أنَا و خَلتسبرة: د مجمع الزوائد عن عبد الرحمن بن أب
بابالح :؟ قالها اسمم :م. قالنَع :هذا ابنُكَ؟ قُلت.

حمنبدُ الرع ون هل شَيطانٌ، و بابنَّ الح؛ فَابابالح هملا تُس :قال.

165. لَيبو كا لبك مسن يه عليه وآله اال ه صلال سولر بير عن ابن بريدة عن أبيه: نَهالمعجم ال.

سماءعضِ الان بع النَّه ببو س

سنن أب داوود: عن محمدِ بن عمرو بن عطاء: أنَّ زَينَب بِنت أب سلمةَ سالَته: ما سميت أبنَتَكَ؟ قال سميتُها .166
.برةً

قالَت: انَّ رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله قَد نَه‏ عن هذَا الاسم، سميت برةً، فَقال رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: لا
وها زَينَبمس :يها؟ قالمم. فَقالوا: ما نُسنم ِالبِر هلبِا علَما هم، النفُسوا اكتُز.

1.6: Shaving the Head

167. When Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) was asked about the reason for shaving the head of a baby, he
answered: “To clean the head from the hair [the term period] of the womb.”58

168. al-Kafi, narrating from ‘Ali ibn Ja’far asking Imam al-Kazim: “I asked him about a newborn child
and whether his head is to be shaved after the seventh day?” He (a.s.) said: “If seven days have passed
shaving his head is not necessary.”59

حلْق الرأسِ‏

167. محن شَعرِ الرم هتَطهير :‐ولودِ فَقالأسِ المر لقح لَّةن عع لئالإمام الصادق عليه السلام‐ و س.



الاف عن عل بن جعفر عن الإمام الاظم عليه السلام، قال: سالتُه عن مولودٍ يحلَق رأسه بعدَ يوم السابِع؟ .168
لقح لَيهع فَلَيس يامةُ ابعس ضذا ما :فَقال.

1.7: Giving an Offering for a Child

169. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Every boy is held in pledge of his offering (‘Aqiqah) which should be
sacrificed for him on the seventh day [after his birth].”60

170. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “On the seventh day of the birth of a child, a boy or a girl, one should
sacrifice a sheep, a male sheep for the boy and an ewe for the girl. Sacrifice [an offering] and give a part
of the offering to the midwife, and name him on the seventh day.”61

171. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When the child is born, an offering is to be sacrificed for him, his head
is to be shaved and some silver equal to the weight of his hair should be given as alms. The foot and the
leg [of the offering] should be gifted to the midwife and some Muslims should be invited to eat [from it]
and pray for the child, then he should be named on the seventh day [after his birth].”62

172. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Every newborn child is in the pledge of an offering.”63

173. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The offering of sacrifice is done on the seventh day, and the foot of
the sheep and its leg is given to the midwife, and its bones should not be broken.”64

174. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When performing the offering, say over it: “In the name of Allah, and
by Allah, O Allah! This is an offering (‘Aqiqah) from so and so, its flesh is for his flesh, its blood is for his
blood and its bone is for his bone. O Allah! Appoint it as a shield for the progeny of Muhammad, praise
of Allah be upon him and them.”65

175. al-Kafi, narrating from ‘Ammar ibn Musa from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) asking him: “I asked him about
the offering for a child (‘Aqiqah) and how it should be. The Imam (a.s.) answered: “… one fourth of it is
given to the midwife and if there was no midwife, it’s given to its mother to give it to anyone she desires,
and from it she should feed ten Muslims and it is better if they are more then.”66

176. al-Kafi, narrating from Abu al-Sabbah al-Kanani who said: “I asked Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.)
about a newborn child and when an offering should be done for him, when his head should be shaved,
when the alms equal to the weight of his hair is given and when should a name be given to him?”

He (a.s.) answered: “They should all be done on the seventh day.”67

177. al-Kafi, narrating from Jamil ibn Darraj who said: “I asked Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) about the
sacrifice (‘Aqiqah) and which one should be done first, the offering, shaving the head, or naming the
child?”



He (a.s.) answered: “All of these are done at the same time, the shaving, the offering, and the naming.”

Then he mentioned what Fatimah (a.s.) had done for her child. After that he said: “The hair must be
weighed and silver equal to its weight is to be given as alms.”68

178. al-Kafi, narrating from Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar who asked Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) about the offering for the
child, shaving his head, or alms- giving, saying: “I asked him: “Which of them do we start with?”

He answered: “Shave his head, offer the sacrifice for him, and then give silver equal to the weight of his
hair as alms, and all of these are done in one place.”69

العقيقَةُ

169. هسابِع ومي نهع حذبي ،هقيقَتهينَةٌ بِعر غُلام له عليه وآله: كال ه صلرسول ال.

الإمام الباقر عليه السلام‏ اذا كانَ يوم السابِع وقَد ۇلدَ لاحدِكم غُلام أو جارِيةٌ فَليعق عنه كبشاً؛ عن الذَّكرِ .170
ابِعالس ومي وهمو س ،قيقَةالع نوا القابِلَةَ ممو أطع نهقّوا عكَ، عذل ثلم الانث نراً، و عذَك.

171. َلا رِقا، و اهدِيو زنِ شَعرِهبِو دِّقو تُص ،هأسر قلو ح نهع قدَ عذا ۇلا ولودالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: الم
ابِعالس ومي مسو ي ،لغُلامدعون للونَ و يأكفَي مينسلالم نم نَفَر دعرِكُ، و يو الو ِجلالر القابِلَة.

172. قيقَةبِالع نرتَهولودٍ مم لعنه عليه السلام: ك.

173. ظمالع رسرِكِ، ولا يالو عم ِجل‏ القابِلَةُ الرَو تُعط ،السابِع ومقيقَةُ يعنه عليه السلام: الع.

عنه عليه السلام: تَقول علَ العقيقَة إذا عقَقت: «بِسم اله و بِاله، اللّهم عقيقَةٌ عن فُلانٍ، لَحمها بِلَحمه، و دمها .174
.«بِدَمه، و عظمها بِعظمه، اللّهم اجعله وِقاء لآلِ محمدٍ صلَّ اله عليه و علَيهِم

الاف عن عمار بن موس عن الإمام الصادق عليه السلام، قال: سالتُه عن العقيقَة عن المولودِ كيف ه؟ .175

قال: ... يعطَ القابِلَةَ ربعها، وإن لَم تَن قابِلَةٌ فَمه تُعطيها من شاءت، وتُطعم منه عشَرةً من المسلمين، فَان زادوا
لأفض وفَه.



176. حلَقو ي ،نهع حذبي تولُودِ، مالم ِبالص نه عليه السلام عبدِ البا عا لتاس :نانباح الالص ن أبع افال
رأسه، و يتَصدَّق بِوزنِ شَعرِه، ويسم؟

ابِعالس ومالي كَ فذل لك :قال.

177. :؟ قالبدَاِها ييبِا ةيالتَّسم و لقالح و قيقَةن الععليه السلام ع هبدِ البا عا لتااج: سعن جميل بن در افال
:قال ۇلدِها. ثُمةُ عليها السلام لمت فاطنَعما ص رذَك ثُم ،مسو ي حذبو ي حلَقي ،دَةواح ةساع لُّه فكَ كذل صنَعي
.يوزَنُ الشَّعر، و يتَصدَّق بِوزنه فضةً

178. ‐نهدُّقِ عالتَّص و هقلولود و حالم نع قالع ار عن الإمام الصادق عليه السلام‐ فعن إسحاق بن عم افال
.قال: قُلت لَه: بِاي ذلكَ نَبدَا؟ قال: تَحلق رأسه، وتَعق عنه، و تَصدَّق بِوزنِ شَعرِه فضةً، و يونُ ذلكَ ف مانٍ واحدٍ

1.8: Circumcision

179. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Purify your children [by circumcision] on the seventh day, for it is more
pleasant and purer, and it causes the flesh to grow faster, and indeed the earth remains polluted for forty
days with the urine of he who is not circumcised.”70 71

180. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Circumcise your sons on the seventh day, for it is more pure and
more haste in the growing of the flesh, and the earth detests the urine of he who is not circumcised.”72

181. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Circumcising the boy is of the Sunnah, but female circumcision is not
of the Sunnah.”73

182. Kitab Man la Yahdurhu al-Faqih, narrating from Marazim ibn Hakim al-Azdi narrating from Imam
al-Sadiq (a.s.) who said about when a boy is circumcised: “He (a.s.) said: “He [the father] should say:
“O Allah! This is Your tradition and the tradition of Your Prophet, may Your praises be upon him and his
progeny, and it is our obedience to You and Your Prophet, by Your wish, Your will and Your decree in an
order that You have commanded, a decree You have made certain, and an order You have affirmed. So,
I made him taste the hotness [pain] of iron in his circumcision and shedding of blood for a reason You
know more of than me. O Allah! Purify him from sins, prolong his lifespan, keep away sicknesses and
pains from his body, add to his wealth and repel poverty from him, for surely You know and we do not
know.”

Then Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) said: “Any man who does not recite this at the time of his son’s
circumcision should recite it before he reaches puberty, and if he was to recite it, he will be safeguarded
from being killed or harmed by the iron.”74



183. al-Kafi, narrating from ‘Ali ibn Yaqtin who said: “I asked Abu al-Hasan [al-Kazim] (a.s.) about the
circumcising of a boy on the seventh day [of his birth], and if it is a Sunnah or can it be postponed?, and
which one is better?”

He (a.s.) said: “It is of the Sunnah on the seventh day, and it does not matter if it is delayed.”75

الختانُ‏

رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: طَهِروا اولادكم يوم السابِع؛ فَانَّه اطيب و اطهر و اسرعُ لنَباتِ اللَّحم، و ان179َّ .
. الارض تَنجس من بولِ الاغلَفِ اربعين صباحا

180. هرَلَت رضنَّ الاوا ،نَباتِ اللَّحمسرعُ لو ا رطهنَّه ا؛ فَااميا ةبعسم لكولادنوا االإمام الصادق عليه السلام: اخت
.بول الاغلَفِ

181. نَّةالس نم وارِي لَيسالج و خفض ،نَّةالس نم تانُ الغُلامعنه عليه السلام: خ.

182. ،نذا خُتا ِبالص عن الإمام الصادق عليه السلام‐ ف يم الازديكتاب من لا يحضره الفقيه عن مرازم بن ح
قولي :‐قال:

مرٍ أنتكَ؛ لاكَ و قَضائترادكَ و بِاتيشِكَ، بِمنَبِينَّا لَكَ و لباعٌ مّات و ،هو آل لَيهلواتُكَ عِكَ صنَّةُ نَبِينَّتُكَ، و سس هذِه ماللّه
ِرهفَطَه ماللّه ،ّنم بِه فأعر مرٍ أنت هتجامو ح هتانخ ديدِ فالح رح ذَقتُهفَا ،و أمرٍ أنفَذتَه ،تَمتَهح و قَضاء ،دتَهأر
،الفَقر نهادفَع ع و ،نالغ نم و زِده ،هن جِسموجاعَ عالا و ،هدَنن بالآفاتِ ع ادفَع و ،رِهمع الذُّنوبِ، و زِد ف نم
و لا نَعلَم نَّكَ تَعلَمفَا.

رح فن قالَها كفَا ،محتَلن يا ن قَبلم لَيهقُلها عفَلي لَدِهتانِ وندَ خقُلها علَم ي لجر عليه السلام: أي هبدِ الأبو ع و قال
أو غَيرِه ن قَتلديدِ مالح.

الاف عن عل بن يقطين: سالت أبا الحسن عليه السلام عن ختانِ الصبِ لسبعة أيام؛ من السنَّة هو أو .183
يوخَّر؟ وايهما أفضل؟

أسفَلا ب رّخن اوا ،نَّةالس نم امأي ةبعسل :قال.



1. . Qur’an, 19:15.
2. . Qur’an, 19:33.
3. . Tuhaf al-’Uqul, p. 292. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 78, p. 171, h. 4.
4. . Nathr al-Durr, vol. 1, p. 345. Nazhah al-Nazir, p. 100, h. 19. Kashf al-Ghummah, vol. 2, p. 362.
5. . Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 1, p. 194, h. 595.
6. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 17, h. 3. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 480, h. 4687.
7. . A kind of sweet made from flour, water and honey.
8. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 281, h. 1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 48, p. 110, h. 12.
9. . al-Kafi, vol. 3, p. 40, h. 2. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 1, p. 104, h. 270. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 1, p. 78, h.
176. All narrating from Sama’ah.
10. . It is said that Um al-Sibyan is a kind of sickness in which the person is afflicted with a state that is called ‘wind seized’
and sometimes it causes the person to become unconscious. It has also been said that Um al-Sibyan is a jinn that hurts
children. In Persian, Um al-Sibyan refers to the mother of a jinn (hidden creature) and being possessed by a jinn. Refer to:
Daneshnameh Pezeshki, vol. 1, p. 677
11. . Musnad Abu Ya’la, vol. 6, p. 181, h. 6747. al-Firdaws, vol. 3, p. 632, h. 5982. Both narrating from Imam al-Husayn
(a.s.). Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 457, h. 45414.
12. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 24, h. 6, narrating from al-Sakuni from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.).
13. . Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 4, p. 328, h. 5105. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 9, p. 230, h.23930.
14. . Kashf al-Ghammah, vol. 2, p. 151. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 255.
15. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 23, h. 2, narrating from Hafs al-Kinasi.
16. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 23, h. 1. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 436, h. 1738. Both narrating from Abu Yahya al-Razi. Wasa’il
al-Shi’ah, vol. 21, p. 137, h. 2.
17. . Jami’ al-Ahadith, p. 141. al-Imamah wa al-Tabsirah, p. 176.
18. . Musnad Abu Ya’la, vol. 6, p. 414, h. 7278. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 13, p. 268, h. 36788.
19. . Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 1691, h. 27. al-Musannif by Ibn Abu Shaybah, vol. 5, p. 430, h. 4.
20. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 24, h. 5, narrating from Abu Basir from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.). Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 427, h.
1741, narrating from Abu Basir. al-Khisal, p. 637, h. 10, narrating from Abu Basir and Muhammad ibn Muslim from Imam
al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his forefathers (a.s.).
21. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 24, h. 3- 4. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 436, h. 1739- 1740.
22. . Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 6, p. 74, h. 143, narrating from al-Husayn ibn Abu Ya’la. al-Da’awat, p. 185, h. 513.
23. . al-Fiqh al-Mansub li Imam al-Ridha (a.s.), p. 239, Mustardak al-Wasa’il, vol. 15, p. 138, h. 17783.
24. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 48, h. 1. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 111, h. 384. Both narrating from Durust.
25. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 18, h. 3. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 437, h. 1745. Both narrating from Musa ibn Bakr.
26. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 18, h. 2, narrating from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his father (a.s.) from his grandfather (a.s.). al-
Khisal, p. 634.
27. . Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 5, p. 132, h. 2832.
28. . al-Nawadir, by al-Rawandi, p. 104, h. 75. al-Ja’fariyat, p. 190, with ‘custom’ instead of ‘names that denote the
servitude to Allah’. Both narrating from Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) from his forefathers (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 130, h.
21.
29. . al-Khisal, p. 251, h. 118, narrating from Jabir from Imam al-Baqir (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 127, h. 2.
30. . Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 3, p. 91, narrating from Zaid ibn al-Hasan from his father from Imam ‘Ali (a.s.). Sharh Nahj al-
Balaghah, vol. 19, p. 369, narrating from Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) from the Prophet (s.a.w).
31. . Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 65, h. 67, narrating from Abu Rafay’. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 16, p. 239.
32. . Tanbih al-Khawatir, vol. 1, p. 32, narrating from Jabir. Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah, vol. 19, p. 366, narrating from Jabir.
33. . Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 422, h. 45222, narrating from ‘Abd ibn Hamid from ‘Anas.
34. . Yusuf.
35. . Meaning that a girl should not be put in a room where onlookers can see her.
36. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 48, h. 6. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 112, h. 387.



37. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 19, h. 6, narrating from ‘Asim al-Kuzi from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.). Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 438, h.
1747, narrating from Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) from the Prophet (S.a.w.).
38. . Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 4, p. 288, h. 4950. Musnad Abu Ya’la, vol. 6, p. 351, h. 7133. Both narrating from Abu Wahab
al-Jashmi.
39. . al-Amali, by al-Tusi, p. 511, h. 1117, narrating from al-Asbagh from Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) from the Prophet (S.a.w.). Bihar
al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 129, h. 14.
40. . Meaning names which begin with the prefix ‘abd, such as: ‘Abdullah, ‘Abd al-Rahman, ‘Abd al-Hadi… .
41. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 18, h. 1. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 438, h. 1747.
42. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 18, h. 4. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 437, h. 1746. ‘Uddah al-Da’i, p. 77, narrating from Imam al-
Ridha (a.s.).
43. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 19, h. 9. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 438, h. 1749. Both from Ibn al-Qaddah.
44. . The colour of the eye here does not mean it is a defect, but it is referring to evil features and lewdness.
45. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 19, h. 7. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 44, p. 211, h. 8.
46. . Qur’an, 3:31.
47. . Tafsir al-’Ayyashi, vol. 1, p. 167, h. 28. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 130, h. 19
48. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 18, h. 5.
49. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 19, h. 8. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 438, h. 1748. Both narrating from Sulayman al-Ja’fari.
50. . al-Khara’ij wa al-Jara’ih, vol. 1, p. 424, h. 4. Kashf al-Ghummah, vol. 3, p. 217. Both narrating from Ja’far ibn al-
Sharif al-Jurjani.
51. . Kashf al-Ghummah, vol. 3, p. 208. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 50, p. 298, h. 72.
52. . ‘Ilal al-Shara’i’, p. 583, h. 23, narrating from Imam ‘Ali (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 76, p. 175, h. 2.
53. . Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 1685, h. 12. Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 4, p. 290, h. 4958. Both narrating from Samarah ibn
Jundab. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 1, p. 465, h.2023.
54. . al-Khisal, p. 250, h. 118, narrating from Jabir from Imam al-Baqir (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 127, h. 2.
55. . Majma’ al-Zawa’id, vol. 3, p. 306, h. 4677.
56. . al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, vol. 2, p. 23, h. 1163. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 424, h. 45234.
57. . Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 4, p. 288, h. 4953. al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, vol. 24, p. 280, h.709.
58. . Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 489, h. 4728. ‘Ilal al-Shara’i’, p. 505, h. 1. Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p.
488, h. 1693.
59. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 38, h. 1. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 489, h. 4729.
60. . Sunan al-Darami, vol. 1, p. 511, h. 1903. al-Sunan al-Kubra, vol. 9, p. 510, h. 19290. Both narrating from Samarah.
61. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 27, h. 4. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 442, h. 1769. Wasa’il al-Shi’ah, vol. 15, p. 152, h. 11.
62. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 28, h. 5. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 442, h. 1770. Both narrating from Hafs al-Kana’isi.
63. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 24, h. 2. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 441, h. 1762. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 484,
h. 4711. All narrating from Abu Khadijah.
64. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 29, h. 11. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 443, h. 1772. Both narrating from al-Kahili. Wasa’il al-Shi’ah,
vol. 15, p. 150, h. 5.
65. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 30, h. 1. Wasa’il al-Shi’ah, vol. 15, p. 154, h. 1.
66. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 28, h. 9. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 443, h. 1771.
67. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 28, h. 8.
68. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 33, h. 4.
69. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 27, h. 2. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 442, h. 1767.
70. . Pollution here means performing what is opposite to the Sunnah, and not material impurity and uncleanliness. If the
child is not mature (baligh), it refers to the parent’s not following the Sunnah, and if he is mature, then it is his own
opposition to the Sunnah.
71. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 35, h. 2. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 445, h. 1778. Both narrating from al-Sakuni from Imam al-
Sadiq (a.s.).
72. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 34, h. 1. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 444, h. 1777. Both narrating from Mas’adah ibn Sadaqah.



73. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 37, h. 2. Both narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan.
74. . Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 488, h. 4726. Wasa’il al-Shi’ah, vol. 15, p. 169, h. 1.
75. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 36, h. 7. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 445, h. 1780. Wasa’il al-Shi’ah, vol. 15, p. 165, h. 1.

Chapter 2: The Rights of a Suckling Infant

During the period of breastfeeding, an infant has two fundamental rights:

1- Suitable Nutrition

According to the recommendations of the great leaders of Islam, the best food for a baby is the mother’s
milk. For a suckling child, nothing can be substituted for the mother’s milk. Therefore, one of the rights of
a baby is to be breastfed by its mother, if possible.

The Holy Qur’an clearly says that the mothers who are willing to accomplish this duty perfectly must
breastfeed their infants for two complete years. According to what is narrated from Imam al-Ridha (a.s),
the right of children is that they are breastfed for the minimum of twenty one months, and anything less
than that is doing injustice to them.

If the baby cannot suckle the mother’s milk due to any reason, the father must choose a worthy wet-
nurse to feed the baby. She must have spiritual and physical exquisiteness, because the milk itself has
an effect on the upbringing of the child’s body and soul, and hence narrations have warned against
choosing wet-nurses who are deviated in their belief, deeds, and morals, or are suffering from a
disease.

2- Respecting the Feelings

Another important aspect to be mentioned in the conduct of the Prophet (s.a.w.) in observing the rights
of suckling babies is respecting their feelings. According to a tradition, the messenger of God one day
unlike usual, ended his prayers so fast that Muslims thought a new revelation was coming down to him.
When they asked him about its reason, they surprisingly heard him say: “Did you not hear the cry of the
baby?”

It was realized that the reason for shortening of the prayers was the cry of a restless infant who was
beside the people and the Prophet (s.a.w.) shortened the prayers so that they could pacify the baby.

It frequently happened that people brought a baby to the Prophet (s.a.w.) in order that he would recite
an invocation for him. The Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) took the baby in his bosom and, when he was busy
reciting invocation, the infant polluted the Prophet’s clothes. People wanted to separate the baby from



him so that his clothes might not be more polluted, but he (s.a.w.) did not let them do so.

By these kinds of wise treatments, besides appeasing the child’s family, the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.)
would not allow the feelings of the child to be hurt, as he knew that ignoring the child’s sentiments would
have some unpleasant sequels in his future life.

2.1: Being Breastfed from the Mother’s Milk, if Possible

A) The virtue of breastfeeding the infant

184. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “When a woman becomes pregnant, her station will be like a person
who fasts during the day and vigilant by night, and she is like a struggler who strives with her soul and
wealth in the path of Allah. When she delivers her child, she has such a reward that you do not know
what it is because of its magnitude. When she breastfeeds, for every suckle made, she will receive the
reward of emancipating one of the children of Isma’il; and when the time of weaning comes an angel will
say: “Continue your act [of breastfeeding], for you have been forgiven.”1

185. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If it were not for hurting their husbands, no pregnant, wet-nursing and
compassionate woman who perform prayers, would enter Hellfire.”2

فَضل إرضاع الولَد

184. بِيلس ف هو مال هدِ بِنَفسجاهم، المالقائ مائالص نزِلَةةُ كانَت بِمرالَتِ الممه عليه وآله: إذا حال ه صلرسول ال
اله، فَاذا وضعت كانَ لَها من الاجرِ ما لا تَدري ما هو لعظَمه، فَإذا أرضعت كانَ لَها بِل مصة كعدلِ عتق محررٍ
.من ۇلدِ إسماعيل، فَاذا فَرغَت من رضاعه ضرب ملَكٌ عل جنبِها، و قال: استَأنف العمل؛ فَقَد غُفر لَكِ

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: حاملات والدات مرضعات رحيمات، لو لا ما يأتين إل بعولَتهِن ما دخَلَت مصلّيةٌ .185
النّار ننهم.

B) The Blessing of the Mother’s Milk

186. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is no milk better for an infant than its mother’s milk.”3

187. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “There is no milk that the infant feeds on more blessing than its mother’s
milk.”4

بركةُ لَبن الام‏



186. هام نن لَبم خَير نلَب ِبلصل ه عليه وآله: لَيسال ه صلرسول ال.

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: ما من لَبن يرضع بِه الصبِ اعظَم بركةً علَيه من لَبن امه .187

C) The Duration of Nursing

“And the mothers shall suckle their children for two whole years for the one who desires to
complete the period of suckling …”5
“… and We did enjoin upon man concerning his parents, did his mother bear him with fainting
upon fainting and his weaning takes two years …”6

188. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Nursing is to twenty one months, and anything less than that is
injustice to the infant.”7

مدَّةُ الارضاع‏

.(و الْوالدات يرضعن اولادهن حولَين كاملَين لمن اراد انْ يتم الرضاعةَ)

(يرصالْم َلكَ ادَيوالل و ل رْنِ اشا نيعام ف صالُهف و نه‏ ولناً عهو هما لَتْهمح هدَينْسانَ بِوالنَا ايصو و ...).

188. ِبالص َلع ورج وفَه شرونَ شَهراً، فَما نَقَصدٌ و عضاعُ واحالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: الر.

2.2: Choosing a Righteous Wet-nurse to Breastfeed

189. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Choose [a wet-nurse] for breastfeeding [the infant] the same way that you
choose someone for marriage, for milk changes one’s nature.”8

190. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Be aware of the one who breastfeeds your children, for a child will grow up
based on that [milk].”9

191. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “Look for the milk of attractive wet-nurses for your child, and avoid the
milk of the unattractive ones, for milk transmits [the characteristics of the wet-nurse to the child].”10

192. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “Choose clean and affectionate wet-nurses, for milk transmits [the
characteristics of the wet-nurse to the child].”11



ةحالالص ةعضررضاعُ الماست

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: تَخَيروا للرضاع كما تَتَخَيرونَ للنّاح؛ فَانَّ الرضاعَ يغَيِر الطّباعَ .189

190. لَيهع بشلَدَ ينَّ الوم؛ فَاكولادا عن تُرضعليه السلام: انظُروا م الإمام عل.

.الإمام الباقر عليه السلام: استَرضع لولَدِكَ بِلَبن الحسانِ، وإياكَ و القباح؛ فَانَّ اللَّبن قَد يعدي .191

.عنه عليه السلام: علَيم بِالوِضاء من الظُّؤورة ؛ فإنَّ اللَّبن يعدِي .192

2.3: Those Who Should not Be Asked for Suckling

193. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Avoid letting your children suckle from debauch or insane women, for
milk transmits [the characteristics of the wet-nurse to the child].”12

194. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do not ask a foolish, blear-eyed or sick woman to breastfeed [your
child], for milk transmits [the characteristics of the wet-nurse to the child].”13

195. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do not ask a foolish woman to breastfeed [your child], for milk
transmits [the characteristics of the wet-nurse to the child] and the child will become resemblant to the
milk, meaning in foolishness and idiocy.”14

196. al-Kafi: From ‘Ubaydullah al-Halabi who said: “I asked Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.): “Can I get a
woman who is born from an adulterine person to breastfeed.” He answered: “No. Ask neither her nor her
daughter to breastfeed.”15

من لا ينبغ استرضاعه‏

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: تَوقَّوا عل أولادِكم لَبن البغ‏ من النّساء والمجنونَة؛ فَانَّ اللَّبن يعدِي .193

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: لا تَستَرضعوا الحمقاء و العمشاء ؛ فَانَّ اللَّبن يعدِي .194

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: لا تَستَرضعوا الحمقاء؛ فَانَّ اللَّبن يعدي، وإنَّ الغُلام ينزعُ‏ إلَ اللَّبن؛ يعن إلَ الظّئرِ .195



.ف الرعونَة والحمق

الاف عن عبيد اله الحلب: قُلت ب عبدِ اله عليه السلام: امراةٌ ۇلدَت من الزِنا، أتَّخذُها ظئرا؟ .196

.قال: لا تَستَرضعها، و ابنَتَها

2.4: Feeding the Child Beneficial Foods

197. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Give pomegranate to your children, for it will make their teeth grow more
rapidly.”16

198. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Give pomegranate to your children, for it will make them become
mature faster.”17

199. al-Mahasin, narrating from Khidr who said: “I was at the presence of Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq]
(a.s.) when one of his followers came to him and said: “Our children are [usually] born light weighted
and weak.” The Imam said: “Why do you not give them Sawiq,18 for it hardens the bone and makes the
flesh grow.”19

ةعالنّاف ةغذِيا إطْعام

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: اطعموا صبيانَم الرمانَ؛ فَإنَّه أسرعُ لسنَتهِم .197

.الإمام الصادق عليه السلام‏ اطعموا صبيانَم الرمانَ؛ فَإنَّه أسرعُ لشَبابِهِم .198

199. ولوديولَدُ لَنَا الم :لَه ن أصحابِنا فَقالم لجر عليه السلام، فَأتاه هبدِ الع ندَ أبع نتالمحاسن عن خضر: ك
فَيونُ منه القلَّةُ والضعف، فَقال: ما يمنَعكَ من السويق‏ فَانَّه يشُدُّ العظم، وينبِت اللَّحم؟

2.5: Respecting the Infant’s Feelings

200. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) while performing the noon and
afternoon prayer finished the [last] two units quickly. When he finished, people asked him: “O
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.)! Has something new about prayer been sent down?” He said: “Why are you
asking?” They answered: “You performed the last two units quickly.” He said: “Did you not hear the cry



of a child?!”20

201. Makarim al-Akhlaq: People used to bring children to the Prophet (s.a.w.) for him to pray for them to
be blessed and to give them a name. He (s.a.w.) used to hold them in his arms out of honour to their
families. Sometimes it happened that the child would pass urine [on his (s.a.w.) clothes] and those who
saw this would call out, but he (s.a.w.) would say: “Do not interrupt the child.” So, they would leave the
child to finish. Then he (s.a.w.) would continue to finish his prayer for the child or naming him, bringing
happiness to their family in such a way that they never felt that he (s.a.w.) was displeased by the child’s
urinating. Then, when they left, he would wash his clothes.”21

202. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, narrating from ‘A’ishah who said: “Children were often brought to the
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) and he would pray for them. One time, an infant who was brought to him
urinated and the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “Pour some water on it.”22

احترام شُعورِ الرضيع‏

200. لاةَ فالص فَخَفَّف صرالعو ه عليه وآله الظُّهرال صل هال سولر َّلالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: ص
ف وما ذاكَ؟ قالوا: خَفَّفت :؟ قال‏ءَش لاةالص ف دَثأح هال يا رسول :النّاس لَه قال فرا انصفَلَم ،تَينكعالر
.!الركعتَين الاخيرتَين! فَقال لَهم: أما سمعتُم صراخَ الصبِ؟

201. ف هعضفَي أخُذُهفَي ،هيمسأو ي ةكربِالب لَه ودعيغيرِ لالص ِب‏ بِالصؤته عليه وآله يال ارم الأخلاق: كانَ صلم
حجرِه؛ تَرِمةً هله، فَربما بال الصبِ علَيه، فَيصيح بعض من رآه حين بال، فَيقول صل اله عليه وآله: لا تُزرِموا
بالصبِ، فَيدَعه حتَّ يقض بولَه، ثُم يفرِغُ لَه من دعائه أو تَسميته، ويبلُغُ سرور أهله فيه، ولا يرونَ انَّه يتَأذَّى بِبولِ
.صبِيِهِم، فَاذا انصرفوا غَسل ثَوبه بعدُ

202. ِببِص تا م، وإنَّهو لَهدعبيانِ فَي‏ بِالصؤته عليه وآله يال صل هال سولمسند ابن حنبل عن عائشة: كانَ ر
.فَبال علَيه، فَقال رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: صبوا علَيه الماء صباً

1. . al-Amali, by al-Saduq, p. 496, h. 678, narrating from Abu Khalid al-Ka’bi from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar,
vol. 104, p. 106, h. 1.
2. . al-Kafi, vol. 5, p. 514, h. 2, narrating from Abu Basir from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 22, p. 146, h. 138.
al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, vol. 8, p. 253, h. 7989, narrating from Abu UmÁmah. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 407, h. 45133.
3. . ‘Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha (a.s.), vol. 2, p. 34, h. 69. Sahifah al-Imam al-Ridha (a.s.), p. 101, h. 42. Both narrating from
Ahmad ibn ‘Amir ibn Sulayman al-Ta’i from Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) from his forefathers (a.s.).
4. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 40, h. 1. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 108, h. 365. Both narrating from Talhah ibn Zaid from Imam al-
Sadiq (a.s.). Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 475, h. 4663.
5. . Qur’an, 2:233.
6. . Qur’an, 31:14.



7. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 40, h. 3. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 106, h. 357. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 474, h.
4661. All narrating from Sama’ah.
8. . Qurb al-Isnad, p. 93, h. 312, narrating from al-Husayn ibn ‘Alwan from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his father (a.s.). Bihar
al-Anwar, vol. 103 p. 323, h. 10.
9. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 44, h. 10, narrating from Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.).
10. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 44, h. 12, narrating from Muhammad ibn Marwan. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 110, h. 376, narrating
from al-Haytham ibn Muhammad ibn Marwan.
11. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 44, h. 13. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 110, h. 377. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 478,
h. 4677. All narrating from Zurarah.
12. . al-Khisal, p. 615, h. 10, narrating from Abu Basir and Muhammad ibn Muslim from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his
forefathers (a.s.). Tuhaf al-’Uqul, p. 105. Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 479, h. 1655. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 103, p. 323, h. 9.
13. . ‘Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha (a.s.), vol. 2, p. 34, h. 67. Sahifah al-Imam al-Ridha (a.s.), p. 100, h. 41. Both narrating from
Ahmad ibn ‘Amir al-Ta’i from Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) from his forefathers (a.s.).
14. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 43, h. 8. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 110, h. 375. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 478, h.
4679. All narrating from Muhammad ibn Qays.
15. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 42, h. 1. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 8, p. 108, h. 367. Da’a’im al-Islam, vol. 2, p. 242, h. 911, narrating
from the Prophet (s.a.w.).
16. . al-Amali, by al-Tusi, p. 362, h. 753, narrating from ‘Ali ibn ‘Ali al-Di’bali from Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) from his forefathers
(a.s.) from al-Nazal ibn Sirah. Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 371, h. 1227.
17. . al-Mahasin, vol. 2, p. 360, h. 2254, narrating from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Hajjaj. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 66, p. 164, h.
47.
18. . Pulverized wheat or barly mixed with sugar and flavoured with cardamoms.
19. . al-Mahasin, vol. 2, p. 287, h. 1938. Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 418, h. 1415. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 66, p. 276, h. 7.
20. . Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 3, p. 274, h. 796. al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 48, h. 4. Both narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan.
21. . Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 65, h. 68. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 16, p. 240.
22. . Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 9, p. 299, h. 24247. Musnad Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, vol. 2, p. 116, h. 587.

Chapter 3: Education

In Islam, knowledge and teaching is the foundation of upbringing and they are accompanied with
discipline and self-improvement. According to religious teachings, the best time for education is the
childhood period. Therefore, the most important right of a child is to provide the environment for his
education and training. All the rights which were previously mentioned and that discussed here are
regarded as the preliminary steps for the child’s education. This chapter presents teachings from the
infallibles (a.s.) concerning the education of children.

3.1: The Value of Seeking Knowledge at a Young Age

203. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Learning at a young age is like engraving on a stone; and the parable
of he who learns in his adult age is like one who writes on water.”1

204. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Order your children to seek knowledge.”2



205. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who asks [questions] while at a young age, will answer [questions] when
he is old.”3

206. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who does not learn in his young age, will not advance in his adult age.”4

207. Sunan al--Darami, narrating from Shurhabil ibn Sa’d who said: “Once Hasan gathered his children
and his brother’s children and said: “O my children and my brother’s children! You are the little young
people of this generation and there is a hope that you will be the great ones of another generation.
Therefore, learn knowledge, and he who cannot learn it by heart should write it down and keep it in his
home.”5

208. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Encourage your sons in their childhood to learn etiquette; so that in their
grown up age they can be the joy of your eyes. Indeed the parable of the etiquettes you assemble in
your early childhood is like engraving something on the stone. These are some treasures the reserves of
which grow; and there is no fear on them from instructive events.”6

قيمةُ طَلَبِ العلم ف الصغَرِ

203. رِهبك ف تَعلَّمالَّذي ي ثَلرِ، ومجالح النَّقشِ فك غَرِهص ف تَعلَّمالَّذي ي ثَله عليه وآله: مال ه صلرسول ال
الماء َلع تُبالَّذي يك.

204. لمم بِطَلَبِ العكروا أولادعليه السلام: م الإمام عل.

205. رِهبك ف أجاب غَرِهص ف ألن سعنه عليه السلام: م.

.عنه عليه السلام: من لَم يتَعلَّم ف الصغَرِ لَم يتَقَدَّم ف البرِ .206

سنن الدارم عن شرحبيل بن سعد: دعا الحسن عليه السلام بنيه و بن أخيه فَقال: يا بن و بن أخ، إنَّم .207
صغار قَوم يوشَكُ أن تَونوا كبار آخَرين، فَتَعلَّموا العلم، فَمن لَم يستَطع منم أن يروِيه أو قال: يحفَظَه فَليتُبه، و
هيتب ف عهضلي.

:الإمام عل عليه السلام .208



حرِض بنيكَ علَ الآدابِ ف الصغَرِ ك ما تَقَر بِهِم عيناكَ ف البرِ

و إنَّما مثَل الآدابِ تَجمعها ف عنفُوانِ الصبا كالنَّقشِ ف الحجرِ

ه النوزُ الّت تَنمو ذَخائرها ولا يخاف علَيها حادِث الغيرِ

3.2: The Value of Upbringing

209. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The right of a child upon his father is that he should choose a good
name for him, choose a good wet-nurse for him, and raise him well.”7

210. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “No father has left anything as inheritance for his child better than good
manners.”8

211. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “No father has granted a gift to his child better than good manners.”9

212. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Honour your children and raise them well and you will be forgiven.”10

213. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Among the rights of a child upon his father is that he should properly
upbring his child and does not deny his relation to him.”11

214. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The best thing that fathers could leave for their children as inheritance
is manners, not wealth, for wealth perishes but manners remain.”12

215. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A believing servant [of Allah] will continue to bequeath knowledge and
righteous manners as inheritance for his family in order to help them all enter Heaven so that it [Heaven]
will not be empty of them, whether young, old, a servant or a neighbour. A disobedient servant [of Allah]
will continue to bequeath bad manners for his family which causes them all to enter Hell so that it will not
be empty of them, whether young, old a servant or a neighbour.”13

216. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.): Luqman said: “O my child! If you are disciplined during your childhood, you
will enjoy it when you grow old. He who cares about manners pays importance to it, and he who pays
importance to it will strive for his knowledge, and he who strives for his knowledge will intense his
seeking, and he whose seeking is intense will gain its advantages.”14

ةبِي قيمةُ التَّر

209. هبأد نحسو ي ،هعرضن مم نحسي و ،هاسم نحسأن ي والدِه للَدِ عالو قه عليه وآله: حال ه صلرسول ال.



210. نسبٍ حن أدلَداً خيراً مدٌ ووال ثره عليه وآله: ما وال عنه صل.

211. نسبٍ حن أدم ل‏ أفضن نُحللَدا مدٌ ووال له عليه وآله‏ ما نَحال عنه صل.

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: أكرِموا أولادكم، وأحسنوا أدبهم؛ يغفَر لَم .212

213. هبدَ نَسجحي و أ ،هبأد نحسأن ي دِهوال للَدِ عالو قن حه عليه وآله: مال عنه صل.

214. بقي بدو الا ،ذهبي نَّ المال؛ فَاالمال  بدهِم الابنائ الآباء ثرما و الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: إنَّ خَير.

عنه عليه السلام: لا يزال العبدُ المؤمن يورِث أهل بيته العلم و الادب الصالح، حتّ‏ يدخلَهم الجنَّةَ جميعاً، .215
ّتح ِيالس بالأد هيتب أهل ِثروي بدُ العاصالع زالبيراً و لا خادِماً و لا جاراً، و لا يغيراً و لا كم صنهدَ مفق‏ لا يّحت
.يدخلَهم النّار جميعاً، حتّ لا يفقدَ فيها من اهل بيته صغيراً و لا كبيراً و لا خادِماً و لا جاراً

216. بِه اهتَم نو م ،بِه بِ اهتَمدنا بِالان عبيرا، و مك بِه غيرا انتَفَعتص بتإن تَأد َنلُقمانُ: يا ب عنه عليه السلام: قال
. تَلَّف علمه، و من تَلَّف علمه اشتَدَّ لَه طَلَبه، ومن اشتَدَّ لَه طَلَبه أدركَ بِه منفَعةً

3.3: The Responsibility of Education and Upbringing

217. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed all of you are guardians and all of you are responsible for your
subjects. The governor who rules over the people is a guardian and is responsible for his subjects [and
will be questioned about them]. A man is the guardian of his family and he is responsible for them. A
wife is the guardian for her husband’s house and his children and she is responsible for them. A servant
is the guardian for the wealth of his master and he is responsible for them. Therefore, indeed all of you
are guardians and all of you are responsible for your subjects.”15

218. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “It is the duty of the leader to teach the boundaries of Islam and faith to the
people under his command.”16

219. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “O people! I have rights over you and you have rights over me. Your right
over me is that I give you advice, supply you your dues, teach you so that you may not remain ignorant,
and that I discipline you so that you may know.”17

220. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said, describing the rights: “The right of your child is that you know that he



belongs to you and he is related to you in this world with his good and his evil. You are responsible for
teaching him good manners, leading him towards his Lord and assisting him in obeying Him. Therefore,
in regard to his affairs you must act like one who knows that he will be rewarded for being benevolent to
him and will be punished for committing wrong to him.”18

221. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said: “The right of your child is that you know that he belongs to you and he
is related to you in this world with his good and his evil. You are responsible for teaching him good
manners, leading him towards his Lord and assisting him in obeying Him in your rights and his own.

Hence, there will be reward and punishment. Therefore, in regard to his affairs you must act like one
who by his good effect in this world decorates his actions, and being forgiving to his Lord for that which
is between you and him in that he has tried to do what he must and for you to accept it from him, and
there is no power but in Allah.”19

ةبِي مسؤوليةُ التَّعليم و التَّر

217. وو ه النّاسِ راع َلالَّذي ع ميره؛ فَالاتيعن رع سؤولم مُّلو ك م راعُّله عليه وآله: ألا كال ه صلرسول ال
و ه ها و ۇلدِهعليتِ بب ليةٌ عالمرأةُ راع م، ونهع سؤولم وو ه هيتب هلا لع راع لجالرو ،هتيعن رع سؤولم
هتيعن رع سؤولم مُّلو ك م راعُّلَألا ف ،نهع سؤولو مو ه ِدِهيمالِ س لع بدُ راعالع م، ونهسؤولَةٌ عم.

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: علَ الإمام ان يعلّم أهل وِلايته حدود الإسلام والإيمانِ .218

219. يرم، و تَوفَةُ لفَالنَّصيح َلم عُّقا حم؛ فَاقح َلم عَقّاً، و لم حلَيع إنَّ ل !ا النّاسهعنه عليه السلام: أي
.فَيئم علَيم، و تعليمم ك لا تَجهلوا، و تأديبم كيما تَعلَموا

220. إلَيكَ ف ضافنكَ، و مم أنَّه لَدِكَ فَأن تَعلَمو قا حبيان الحقوق‐: و أم الإمام زين العابدين عليه السلام‐ ف
لع عونَةالمو ،وجل عز ِهبر لع الدِّلالَةبِ ودالا سنن حم ليتَها ومع سؤولنَّكَ موا ،ِهشَرو الدُّنيا بِخَيرِه عاجِل
إلَيه ةساءالا َلع عاقَبم ،حسانِ إلَيهالا َلع ثابم أنَّه علَمن يم لمع أمرِه ل ففَاعم ،هتطاع.

221. سؤولنَّكَ موا ،ِهوشَر الدُّنيا بِخَيرِه عاجِل لَيكَ فا ضافنكَ، ومم نَّها لَدِكَ فَتَعلَمو قا حعنه عليه السلام: وأم
،عاقَبكَ ومذل لع ثابفَم ،هنَفس فيكَ وف هتطاع لع لَه عونَةالمو ،ِهبر لع الدِّلالَةبِ ودالا سنن حم يتَهلا ومع
لَيهع يامالق سنبِح ينَهينَكَ وبفيما ب ِهبر عذِرِ إلالدُّنيا، الم عاجِل ف لَيهع أثَرِه سنبِح ِنيتَزالم لمع أمرِه ف لفَاعم
هبِال ةَ إولا قُو ،نهم خذِ لَهالاو.



3.4: The Most Important Obligatory Thing to Teach

A- Islamic beliefs, monotheism in particular

222. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who upbrings a child in a way that he says: ‘There is no god but
Allah’, Allah will not reckon him.”20

223. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “When your children begin to speak, teach them: ‘There is no god but
Allah’ and then do not care when they will die; and when their milk-teeth start falling, enjoin them to
perform prayers.”21

224. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Let the first phrase spoken by your children be ‘There is no god but
Allah’, and at the time of death inculcate to them: ‘There is no god but Allah’, for he whose first word is:
‘There is no god but Allah’, and last word is: ‘There is no god but Allah’ and [even if he] lives for a
thousand years, he will not be asked about a single sin [therein].”22

225. al-Kafi, narrating from Sulayman ibn Khalid who said: “I asked Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.): “I
have some family members who follow my words, do I invite them to this affair [in becoming Shi’ah]?”

He (a.s.) said: “Yes. Verily, Allah has said in His Book: “O you who believe! Save yourselves and
your families from a Fire whose fuel is men and stones…”23 24

أهم ما يجِب تَعليمه‏

العقائدُ الاسلاميةُ ولا سيما التَّوحيدُ

222. وجل عز هال بهحاسلَم ي «هال إ لا إله» :قولي َّتغيرا حص بن ره عليه وآله: مال ه صلرسول ال.

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: إذا أفصح أولادكم فَعلّموهم «لا إله إ اله»، ثُم لا تُبالوا مت ماتوا، وإذا اثَّغَروا .223
لاةم بِالصروهفَم.

224. إ وتِ «لا إلهندَ المم عنوهّولَق ،«هال إ ب «لا إله ةملك لم أوبيانص له عليه وآله: افتَحوا عال عنه صل
اله»؛، فَانَّه من كانَ أول كلامه «لا إله إ اله» وآخر كلامه «لا إله إ اله» ثُم عاش ألف سنَة، ما سئل عن ذَنبٍ
.واحدٍ



الاف عن سليمان بن خالد: قُلت ب عبدِ اله عليه السلام: إنَّ ل أهل بيتٍ وهم يسمعونَ منّ، أفَادعوهم .225
إل‏ هذَا الأمرِ؟ فَقال: نَعم، إنَّ اله عز وجل يقول ف كتابِه: (يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا قُوا انْفُسم و اهليم ناراً وقُودها
. (النَّاس و الْحجارةُ

B- Love of the Prophet and his Household

226. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Train your children to have three features: love for your Prophet, love
for his Household, and reciting the Qur’an.”25

حب النَّبِ وأهل بيته‏

226. ةراءق لوع ،هيتب أهل ِبم، وحِنَبِي ِبصالٍ: حثَلاثِ خ لم عكِبوا أولاده عليه وآله: أدال ه صلرسول ال
.القُرآنِ

C- Obligatory acts, especially prayer and fasting

“And bid your family to pray and be constant therein. We do not ask you sustenance, (but) We
give you sustenance, and the (good) end is for (the people of) righteousness.”26

“And mention Isma’il in the Book, verily he was (ever) true to (his) promise, and he was an
apostle, a prophet. And he used to enjoin on his family prayer and almsgiving, and he was well
pleased in the sight of his Lord.”27

227. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The Prophet (s.a.w.) was exhausted in his own self after receiving the glad
tidings from his Lord that he be entering Heaven. Then Allah revealed the verse: “And bid your family to
pray and be constant therein…”28 So he (s.a.w.) ordered his family to perform prayers and he himself
was persisting upon it.”29

228. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A man came to my father and said: “May Allah bless you! Can I
narrate [traditions] to my family?” He said: “Yes. Allah says: “O you who believe! Save yourselves and
your families from a Fire whose fuel is men and stones…”30

And he (a.s.) added: “And bid your family to pray and be constant therein…”31 32

229. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, regarding the saying of Allah the Exalted: “…save yourselves and your family
from a Fire…”33: Teach yourselves and your family righteousness.”34

230. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, regarding the saying of Allah the Exalted: “…save yourselves and your family
from a Fire…”35: “It means: Teach them that which will save them from Hellfire.”36

231. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said, when asked when a child should begin to pray: “When he recognizes



his right hand from his left hand, enjoin him to pray.”37

232. Jami al-Akhbar: It is narrated that the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) once looked at some children and
said: “Woe unto the children of the end of the world because of their fathers!” He was asked: “O
Messenger of Allah! Is it because of their polytheist fathers?” He said: “No, but it because of their
believing fathers who do not teach them any of their obligatory acts, and when their children learn, the
parents prevent them, and they will be content with small things they have from this world. I disown
myself from them and they are not from me.”38

233. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “When a child becomes intellectually mature and is able to recite parts of the
Qur’an, he should be taught to prayer.”39

234. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Teach your children to pray, and when they reach puberty make them
accountable for it.”40

235. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Teach your children to pray, and when they became eight make them
accountable for it.”41

236. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “When a child can perceive [things] he is ordered to pray, and to fast if he is
capable.”42

237. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said: “Training to fast is when the child is made to fast before reaching the
age of puberty, and it is just for the purpose of training, and not an obligatory fasting.”43

238. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “When our children are five years old, we enjoin them to pray, but you
should enjoin them to pray when they are seven. We enjoin our children to fast as much as they can
when they are seven, whether it is half of a day or less or more than that. When the thirst or hunger
overcomes them, they break their fast so that they become accustomed to fasting and are capable of
performing it. So, enjoin your children to fast as much as they can when they are nine years old, and
when thirst overcomes them they may break their fast.”44

239. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) and Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When a boy becomes three years old, he
should be told: “Say: ‘There is no god but Allah’ seven times.” Then he must be left until he becomes
three years seven months and twenty days, then he must be told: “Say: ‘Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah’ seven times. Then he is left until he finishes four years, and then he must be told: “Say: ‘Praise
of Allah be upon Muhammad and his progeny’ seven times. Then is left until he finishes five years. At
that time, he must be asked which one is his right hand and which one is his left. If he can recognize
them, his face should be turned towards the direction of the Qiblah and he must be told: “Prostrate.”
Then he is left until he finishes seven years, in which he is told: “Wash your face and your hands.” When
he washes them he should be told: “Perform your prayers.” Then he is left until he finishes nine years
old. At this time, he must be taught how to make ablution and he must be punished for abandoning it,
and he must be ordered to pray and punished if he does not. When he learns ablution and prayers, Allah



will forgive both him and his parents, by the will of Allah.”45

240. Da’a’im al-Islam: “It was narrated to us from Ja’far ibn Muhammad [al-Sadiq] (a.s.): “He used to
enjoin a child to fast during the month of Ramadan for a part of the day, and when he saw that thirst and
hunger had overcome him, he would tell him to break his fast.”46

241. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When our children reach the age of seven we order them to pray and
fast as much as they can tolerate.”47

242. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, in answer to a question about the age when prayer becomes obligatory
for a child: “As for prayers, when he is at the age of six, and fasting is when he is able to bear it.”48

243. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, narrating from Mu’awiyah ibn Wahab who said: “I asked Abu ‘Abdullah [al-
Sadiq] (a.s.): “In what age will a child be accountable for prayer?” He answered: “When he is between
six and seven years old.” I asked: “In what age will he be accountable for fasting?” He answered: “When
he is between fourteen and fifteen, and if he observed fasting before this, let him. My son so and so
fasted before this age and I let him do so.”49

الفَرائض سيما الصلاةُ والصوم‏

(و امر اهلَكَ بِالصلاة و اصطَبِر علَيها لا نَسىلُكَ رِزْقاً نَحن نَرزُقُكَ و الْعاقبةُ للتَّقْوى‏)

و اذْكر ف الْتابِ اسماعيل انَّه كانَ صادِق الْوعدِ و كانَ رسو نَبِيا* و كانَ يامر اهلَه بِالصلاة و الزكاة و كانَ)
.(عنْدَ ربِه مرضيا

227. فَقال ،ِهبن رم نَّةبِالج شرى لَهعدَ البب هنَفسباً لنصه عليه وآله مال صل هال سولعليه السلام‏ كانَ ر الإمام عل
هلَيها نَفسع ِربصو ي ،بِها أهلَه رأمانَ يَالآية، ف (... هالَيع طَبِراص و لاةلَكَ بِالصها رما و) :وجل عز.

228. هم، إنَّ النَع ؟ قالأهل دِّثاح ،هكَ المحر :فَقال لجعليه السلام ر أب لع خَلالإمام الصادق عليه السلام‏ د
و لاةلَكَ بِالصها رما و) :قالو ،(ُةجارالْح و ا النَّاسهقُودناراً و ميلها و منْفُسنُوا قُوا اآم ا الَّذِينهييا ا) :قولي
.(اصطَبِر علَيها

229. الخَير مم و أهليموا أنفُسّلناراً»‐: ع ميلها و منْفُسقُوا ا» :تَعال هقَول عليه السلام‐ ف الإمام عل.



.عنه عليه السلام‐ ايضا‐ معناه: علّموهم ما ينجونَ بِه من النّارِ .230

231. روهفَم همالن شم مينَهي فر؟‐: إذا عّلصي تم ِبالص نع لئا سه عليه وآله‐ لَمال ه صلرسول ال
لاةبِالص.

جامع الأخبار: روِي عن النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله أنَّه نَظَر إل بعضِ الأطفالِ فَقال: ويل ولادِ آخرِ الزمانِ من .232
آبائهِم. فَقيل: يا رسول اله، من آبائهِم المشرِكين؟

فَقال: لا، من آبائهِم المؤمنين؛ لا يعلّمونَهم شَيئا من الفَرائضِ، و إذا تَعلَّموا أولادهم منَعوهم، و رضوا عنهم بِعرضٍ
رآءب ّنم مو ه ،رِي‏ءم بنهالدُّنيا، فَأنا م نسيرٍ مي.

.الإمام عل عليه السلام‏ إذا عقَل الغُلام و قَرأ شَيئاً من القُرآنِ علّم الصلاةَ .233

234. لُملَغوا الحم بِها إذا بلاةَ، و خُذوهم الصَبيانموا صّلعنه عليه السلام‏ ع.

235. نينلَغوا ثَمانَ سم بِها إذا بلاةَ، و خُذوهم الصَبيانموا صّلعنه عليه السلام‏ ع.

236. ذا أطاقا ومو بِالص ،قَلإذا ع لاةبِالص ِبالص رؤمعنه عليه السلام: ي.

.الإمام زين العابدين عليه السلام‏ أما صوم التَّأديبِ فَان يؤخَذَ الصبِ إذا راهق بِالصوم، تَأديبا و لَيس بِفَرضٍ .237

الإمام الباقر عليه السلام: إنّا نَأمر صبيانَنا بِالصلاة إذا كانوا بن خَمسِ سنين، فَمروا صبيانَم بِالصلاة إذا .238
إن كانَ إل ومالي يامن صبِما أطاقوا م نينس بعس نإذا كانوا ب ومبيانَنا بِالصص رنَأم و نَحن ،نينس بعس نكانوا ب
نصفِ النَّهارِ أو أكثَر من ذلكَ أو أقَل، فَاذا غَلَبهم العطَش و الغَرث‏ أفطَروا، حتّ يتَعودوا الصوم و يطيقوه، فَمروا
.صبيانَم إذا كانوا بن تسع سنين بِالصوم ما استَطاعوا من صيام اليوم، فَإذا غَلَبهم العطَش أفطَروا

الإمام الباقر و الإمام الصادق عليهما السلام: إذا بلَغَ‏الغُلام ثَلاث سنين، يقال لَه: قُل لا إله إ اله سبع مراتٍ. .239
ثُم يتركُ حتّ يتم لَه ثَلاث سنين و سبعةُ أشهرٍ و عشرونَ يوما، فَيقال لَه: قُل: «محمدٌ رسول اله» سبع مراتٍ. و
خَمس لَه متي ّتكُ حتري ثُم .«هدٍ و آلمحم لع هال َّلاتٍ: «صرم بعقُل: س لَه قالي ثُم ،نينس عأرب لَه متي ّتكُ حتري
سنين، ثُم يقال لَه: أيهما يمينُكَ و أيهما شمالُكَ؟ فَاذا عرف ذلكَ حوِل وجهه إل القبلَة و يقال لَه: أسجد. ثُم يتركُ



حتَّ يتم لَه سبع سنين، فَاذا تَم لَه سبع سنين قيل لَه: اغسل وجهكَ و كفّيكَ، فَاذا غَسلَهما قيل لَه: صل. ثُم يتركُ
الۇضوء لَّمذا تَعلَيها. فَاع رِبو ض ،لاةبِالص رو ام ،لَيهع رِبو ض ،الۇضوء مّلع ت لَهذا تَمفَا ،نينس سعت لَه متي ّتح
هال إن شاء دَيهالوو ل لَه وجل عز هال لاةَ غَفَرالصو.

240. عضضانَ بمشَهرِ ر ف ومبِالص ِبالص رأمكانَ ي دٍ عليه السلام: أنَّهمحم عفَر بنن جينا عودعائم الإسلام: ر
فطَرفَا هرأم ،لَيهع غَلَب طَشوعَ و العى الجاذا رالنَّهارِ، فَا.

241. نينس بعس ما أطاقوا، إذا كانوا أبناء يامالص و لاةبيانَنا بِالصص رالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: إنَّا نَأم.

242. إذا أطاقَه يامالصو ،نينس ِتس ‏ ؟‐: إذا كانَ ابنِبالص َللاةُ عالص تَجِب تم :لئا سعنه عليه السلام‐ لَم.

تهذيب الأحام عن معاوية بن وهب: سالت أبا عبدِ اله عليه السلام: ف كم‏يؤخَذُ الصبِ بِالصلاة؟ .243

نينس ِتو س نينس بعس ينفيما ب :فَقال.

قُلْت: ف كم يؤخَذُ بِالصيام؟

كتُهكَ و تَرذل فُلانٌ قَبل ابن فَقَد صام ،كَ فَدَعهذل قَبل ةَ، وإن صامشرع عةَ أو أربشرع خَمس ينفيما ب :فَقال.

D- The Qur’an

244. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who recites the Qur’an before puberty has indeed been given
wisdom in his childhood.”50

245. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The best among you is he who learns the Qur’an and teaches it.”51

246. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is no man who teaches his child the Qur’an without that child’s
parents being crowned on Judgment Day with a crown of sovereignty and they will be clothed with two
sets of clothing no people have seen the likes of.”52

247. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The Chapter of al-Waqi’ah [Qur’an: 56] is the chapter of
needlessness, so read it and teach it to your children.”53

248. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If any among you want to speak with his Lord, he should recite the



Qur’an.”54

249. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who Allah has granted in memorising His Book and thinks that
another person has been given something better has indeed belittled the greatest bounty.”55

250. Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah: “Ghalib ibn Sa’sa’ah once went to [Imam] ‘Ali (a.s.) along with his son
Farazdaq and ‘Ali (a.s.) had asked him: “Who are you?” He answered: “Ghalib ibn Sa’sa’ah al-
Mujashi’i....” He (a.s.) said: “O Abu al-Akhtal! Who is this lad with you?” He answered: “My son. He is a
poet.” He (a.s.) said: “Teach him the Qur’an, as it is better for him than poetry.”56

251. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The son’s right upon the father is that he should choose a good name for
him, discipline him well and teach him the Qur’an.”57

252. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The memoriser of the Qur’an who practises according to it will be with
the angelic envoys (al-safarah)58 who are the righteous angels [of Allah].”59

القُرآنُ‏

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: من قَرا القُرآنَ قَبل أن يحتَلم فَقَد اوت الحم صبِيا .244

245. هلَّمالقُرآنَ وع لَّمن تَعم مكياره عليه وآله: خال عنه صل.

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: ما من رجل علَّم ولَدَه القُرآنَ إ تُوِج أبواه يوم القيامة بِتاج الملكِ، وكس حلَّتَين لَم .246
.ير النّاس مثلَهما

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: سورةُ الواقعة سورةُ الغن، فَاقرؤوها، و علّموها أولادكم .247

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: إذا أحب أحدُكم أن يحدِّث ربه فَليقرأ القُرآنَ .248

249. طَ أعظَمفَقَد غَم ا اوتمم لأفض داً اوتأنَّ أح ،لَو ظَن تابِهفظَ كح هال ن أعطاهه عليه وآله: مال عنه صل
معّالن.

250. ‏ ، فَقالقزدالفَر ابنُه عهعليه السلام و م ل‏ علةَ عععصص بن بفَدَ غالالحديد: و شرح نهج البلاغة لابن أب
عجاشةَ المععصص بن بغال :؟ فَقالن أنتم :لَه ....



.قال: يا أبا الاخطَل، من هذَا الغُلام معكَ؟ قال: ابن، و هو شَاعر. قال: علّمه القُرآنَ؛ فَهو خَير لَه من الشّعرِ

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: حق الولَدِ علَ الوالدِ أن يحسن اسمه، و يحسن أدبه، و يعلّمه القُرآنَ .251

252. ةررالب رامال ةفَرالس عم بِه للقُرآنِ العامظُ لالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: الحاف.

E- Religious Sciences

253. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Teach your children things that Allah will benefit them with, and the
Murji’ites60 should not dominate their thoughts.”61

254. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Hasten to make your youth acquainted with traditions before that
Murji’ites do.”62

المعارِف الدّينيةُ

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: علّموا صبيانَم ما ينفَعهم اله بِه، لا تَغلب علَيهِم المرجِىةُ بِرأيِها .253

. الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: بادِروا أحداثَم بِالحديثِ قَبل أن تَسبِقَم إلَيهِم المرجِىةُ .254

F- Writing

255. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The right of a child upon the father is that the father should teach him
how to write, swim and cast [an arrow – archery]. He should also bequeath the child with lawful wealth
[as inheritance].”63

التابة

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: حق الولَدِ علَ الوالدِ أن يعلّمه التابةَ و السباحةَ والرم، و أن يورِثَه طيِباً .255

G- Hygiene

256. The Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “For everything there is a strategy, and the strategy for having
good health lies in four things: scantiness in talking, sleeping, walking and eating.”64



257. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The mother of all medicines is eating less.”65

258. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The stomach is the house of all ailments, and abstinence [having a
diet] is the source of all remedies.”66

259. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, when he was asked and someone said: All sciences are in the Qur’an except
medicine?: “Be aware! There is a verse in the Qur’an which contains the whole science of medicine. It
says: ‘…and eat and drink but be not prodigal.”67 68

260. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, from the wise sayings attributed to him: “Do not live to eat, but eat to live.”69

261. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, from the wise sayings attributed to him: “A wise person should remember the
bitterness of medicine when tasting the sweetness of food.”70

262. al-Khisal: “The Commander of the faithful ‘Ali ibn Abu Talib (a.s.) said to his son Hasan (a.s.): “O
my son! Let me teach you four things that with them you will have no need for medicine.”

He (a.s.) said: “Yes, O Commander of the faithful!”

The Imam said: “Do not begin eating unless you are hungry, do not leave it unless you are still willing to
eat from it, chew [the food] well, and go to the toilet before going to bed. If you apply these four points
you will not need medicine.”71

263. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Eating less will hinder many sicknesses of the body.”72

264. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who plants in himself the love of different varieties of food will reap the
fruits of different diseases.”73

265. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Many a time has one eating hindered many eatings.”74

المسائل الصحيةُ

رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: لل شَ‏ء حيلَةٌ، وحيلَةُ الصحة ف الدُّنيا أربع خصالٍ: قلَّةُ اللام، و قلَّةُ .256
لَّةُ الطَّعامو ق ،شلَّةُ المو ق ،نامالم.

257. كللَّةُ الاق ةدوِيالا ميعج ه عليه وآله: امال عنه صل.

258. واءد لك ةُ رأسميالحو ،داء لك يتدَةُ بعه عليه وآله: المال عنه صل.



259. بّالط عةً تَجمي ِالقُرآن ؟‐ أما إنَّ فبّالط إ لمع لالقُرآنِ ك إنَّ ف :فَقيل لئا سعليه السلام‐ لَم الإمام عل
. (كلَّه: (و كلُوا و اشْربوا و لا تُسرِفُوا

.الإمام عل عليه السلام‐ ف الحم المنسوبة إلَيه‐ لا تَطلُبِ الحياةَ لتَأكل، بل اطلُبِ الاكل لتَحيا .260

261. ةَ الدَّواءرارم ذاءالغ ةلاوندَ حع رتَذَكأن ي للعاقل غنبعنه عليه السلام‐ أيضا‐ ي.

262. عكَ أربمّلألا اع ،َنعليه السلام: يا ب هابن نسلحبٍ عليه السلام لطال أب بن لع نينؤمالم أمير الخصال: قال
خصالٍ تَستَغن بِها عن الطّبِ؟

نينؤمالم‏، يا أميرلب :فَقال.

متضغَ، و إذا نِدِ الموو ج ،تَشتَهيه و أنت إ الطَّعام نولا تَقُم ع ،عجائ و أنت إ الطَّعام َلس علا تَجل :قال
ِبّالط نع هذَا استَغنَيت لتذَا استَعمفَا . الخَلاء َلكَ عفَاعرِض نَفس.

263. ن أعلالِ الجِسمثيراً مك منَعي كللَّةُ الاعليه السلام: ق الإمام عل.

264. سقامفُنونِ الا مار‏ ثاجتَن ،الطَّعام ةَ أنواعبحم هنَفس ف سن غَرعنه عليه السلام: م.

.عنه عليه السلام: كم من أكلَة منَعت أكلاتٍ .265

H- Moral Wisdoms

266. Ma’ani al-Akhbar, narrating from Shurayh ibn Hani who said: “The Commander of the faithful (a.s.)
asked his son Hasan ibn ‘Ali: “My son! What is wisdom?” He answered: “Preserving that which you have
entrusted to your heart.” He asked again: “What is prudence?” His son answered: “That you wait for the
opportunity to come and hasten [to it] when you can.” He [Imam ‘Ali] (a.s.) asked: “What is magnitude?”
He answered: “Tolerating the losses and adopting generosities.” He asked: “What is generosity?” He
answered: “Responding to one who asks and the donating of he who has gained.” He asked: “What is
stinginess?” He answered: “Considering a little thing given as prodigality and what has been spent in
charity as wasted.” He asked: “What is mildness?” He answered: “Demanding little and abandoning



what is worthless.” He asked: “What is formality?” He answered: “Relying on someone who does not
secure you, and pinning hopes on what does not have benefit for you.” He asked: “What is ignorance?”
He answered: “It is to hasten for the opportunities before their time and to refrain from answering. The
best helper in many occasions is silence, even if you are an eloquent speaker.” Then Imam ‘Ali –praises
of Allah be upon him- turned to his son Husayn and asked him: “O my son! What is mastership?”

He answered: “Compatibility with one’s family and tolerating problems.”

He asked: “What is needlessness?” He answered: “Having modest hopes and being content with what
is enough for you.”

‘Ali (a.s.) asked: “What is neediness?” He answered: “Greediness and extreme despair.”

He (a.s.) asked: “What is being mean?” He answered: “It is selfishness and giving up the chastity [of the
family].” The Imam (a.s.) asked: “What is foolishness?” He answered: “Your enmity against your
commander and to those who can harm you or benefit you.”

Then the Imam (a.s.) turned his face to Harith al-Ahwal and said: “O Harith! Teach these wisdoms to
your children, for they increase providence, farsightedness and wisdom.”75

267. Tuhaf al-’Uqul, narrating from Sufyan al-Thawri who said: “I went to al-Sadiq (a.s.) and asked him
to advise me. He (a.s.) said: “O Sufyan! My father disciplined me with three good manners and forbade
me from three things. As for the good manners, he told me: “O my son! He who accompanies an evil
person will not remain safe, he who does not control his speech will regret and he who goes to bad
places will be accused.” I [Sufyan] said: “O the son of the daughter of the Messenger of Allah! And what
were the three things that he prohibited you from?” He said: “He forbade me from companionship with
an envier of bounties, a gloater over the misfortunes of others and a talebearer.”76

الحم الاخلاقيةُ

266. فَقال ،لع بن نسالح عليه السلام ابنَه نينؤمالم أمير لاس :الأخبار عن شريح بن هان معان:

ا استُودِعتَهفظُ قَلبِكَ مح :؟ قالقلا العم َنيا ب.

.قال: فَما الحزم؟ قال: أن تَنتَظر فُرصتَكَ، وتُعاجِل ما أمنَكَ

ارِمالم ناءابتو ،غارِمالم ملح :جدُ؟ قالا المفَم :قال.



لالنّائ ذلو ب ،لائةُ السإجاب :ةُ؟ قالماحا السفَم :قال.

.قال: فَما الشُّح؟ قال: أن تَرى القَليل سرفاً، و ما أنفَقت تَلَفاً

.قال: فَما الرِقَّةُ؟ قال: طَلَب اليسيرِ، و منع الحقيرِ

.قال: فَما اللفَةُ؟ قال: التَّمسكُ بِمن لا يومنُكَ، و النَّظَر فيما لا يعنيكَ

قال: فَما الجهل؟ قال: سرعةُ الۇثوبِ علَ الفُرصة قَبل الاستمانِ منها، و الامتناعُ عن الجوابِ. و نعم العونُ
.الصمت ف مواطن كثيرة و إن كنت فَصيحاً

لَه عليه السلام فَقال هابن ينسالح َلع لَيهع هال لَواتص لأقب ثُم:

ةريرالج مالاحت و ،ةشيرناعُ العاصط :؟ قالدؤدما الس َنيا ب.

.قال: فَما الغن؟ قال: قلَّةُ أمانيكَ، و الرِض بِما يفيكَ

دَّةُ القُنوطو ش ،عالطَّم :؟ قالا الفَقرفَم :قال.

هرسع هإسلامو ،هنَفس رءإحرازُ الم :؟ قالا اللُّؤمفَم :قال.

.قال: فَما الخُرق؟ قال: معاداتُكَ أميركَ و من يقدِر عل‏ ضرِكَ و نَفعكَ

.ثُم التَفَت إلَ الحارِثِ الأعورِ فَقال: يا حارِث، علّموا هذِه الحم أولادكم؛ فَإنَّها زِيادةٌ ف العقل و الحزم والرأيِ

267. نأوص :لَه ادِقِ عليه السلام فَقُلتالص َلع خَلتتحف العقول عن سفيان الثوري: د ....



فَقال عليه السلام: يا سفيانُ، أدبن أب عليه السلام بِثَلاثٍ، و نَهان عن ثَلاثٍ؛ فَأما اللَّوات أدبن بِهِن فَإنَّه قال ل: يا
.بنَ، من يصحب صاحب السوء لا يسلَم، و من لا يقيِد ألفاظَه يندَم، و من يدخُل مداخل السوء يتَّهم

قُلت: يا ابن بِنتِ رسولِ اله، فَما الثَّلاث اللَّوات نَهاكَ عنهن؟ قال عليه السلام: نَهان أن اصاحب حاسدَ نعمة، و
ةنَميم لأو حام ،ةصيبتاً بِمشام.

I - Useful Poems

268. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The Commander of the faithful [‘Ali] (a.s.) liked having the poetry of
Abu Talib being recited to him, saying: “Learn it [by heart] and teach it to your children, for he was the
follower of the religion of Allah and there is abundant knowledge in it.”77

269. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “O nation of Shi’ah! Teach your children the poems of al-’Abdi,78 for
he was a follower of the religion of Allah.”79

الأشعار النّافعةُ

الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: كانَ أمير المؤمنين عليه السلام يعجِبه أن يروى‏ شعر أب طالبٍ، و أن يدَونَ، و .268
ثيرك لمع و فيه ،هال دين لكانَ ع نَّهم، فَاكأولاد موهّلو ع لَّموهتَع :قال.

269. هال دين لع نَّه‏ ، فَابدِيالع عرم شكموا أولادّلع ةالشّيع عشَرعنه عليه السلام: يا م.

The Function of Poetry in a Child’s Education and Upbringing

The emphasis of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) on teaching his father Abu Talib’s poetry to children and Imam al-
Sadiq’s (a.s.) recommendation to teach children al-’Abdi’s poetry is an indication that the Ahlul Bayt
viewpoint is that poetry has an important role and fundamental function, not only in the realm of culture
and literature, but also in education and upbringing, and for the training of the young generation in
particular. Based on this guidance, it is a duty for the religious and devoted writers and poets to allocate
a special chapter in their poetry books for children’s poetry.

Without doubt, it is a great and difficult task to compose poems for children, especially if they are
instructive and useful which can deliver lofty doctrinal, moral and social concepts skilfully and in a
simple, eloquent and attractive form appropriate to the mind of children, which is not possible for every
poet to accomplish.

An important point that has been referred to in both the above mentioned traditions is that in an



instructive poem, in addition to being acceptable from an artistic point of view, it is necessary that in
order for the new generation to enjoy the utmost training benefit from it, the poet himself enjoys religious
commitment, as it has been emphasized in the recommendations of teaching the poetry of Abu Talib and
al-’Abdi to children and the emphasis of their own commitment.

Secondly, the poem must contain information that children need in doctrinal, moral, and practical fields.
The emphasis of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) on teaching Abu Talib’s poetry is because, besides the religious
commitment of the poet, it also contains a lot of knowledge.

Thirdly, because of the constructive role of the child’s acquaintance and familiarity with Ahlul Bayt (a.s.),
the poems which are composed for them must address the loving and knowing of them. The insistence
of Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) on teaching al-’Abdi’s poetry to children is because his poetry is full of
knowledge related to the household of the Prophet (s.a.w.). The following are some lines of his long and
beautiful elegy, translated from Arabic to English given as an example:80

Is your love ailment and sickness cured?

By means of asking the address of the ruined house [of your sweat beloved]?

Or is shedding tears caused by being far from the beloved;

Cools down the heat of the day of separation?

O rider, the steps of whose mount are firm!

And paves the old plain, trotting and swiftly.

Give my regards to that grave which is in Najaf.

And in it is he who is the best among Arabs and non-Arabs.

Make your motto humbleness before Allah, and call;

The best successor and the nearest in likeness to the best Prophet, and say:

On the day of Ghadir Khum he had kept them apart from this situation,

When Ahmad, the guide, climbed up the saddles of camels,

And told the people who were near around him,

Those who had resided in front of him, to the audience and those who were the hearers of his words:

O’ ‘Ali! Get up since I have been ordered to;



Convey a message to people and I am worthy of conveying a message,

You are the only spouse of the Prophet’s daughter, al-Zahra (a.s.),

Whom you protect and you are the father of her noble children,

The children, who strive in the path of Allah,

And are the arms of each other for the cause of Allah,

And believe in Him and work for Him.

They lead toward development and perfection that when the darkness of aberration befalls,

They brightly guide better than any shooting star.

May the greeting of the Lord of the Throne in all times;

Be upon the son of Fatimah, he who repels sorrows!

On his [‘Ali’s] two sons, one of whom was killed by a fatal poison,

And the other was buried with a dusty [bloody] face.

After him was the pious one who was mostly in prostration;

Then is the cleaver of science who approached the peak of research.

Next to him are Ja’far and his son Musa.

Then al-Ridha, the righteous, and al-Jawad, the worshipper.

Finally, the two ‘Askaris, and al-Mahdi, who is their Qasim.

And the owner of affair who has worn the garment of guidance.

The one who fills the earth with justice after it is filled with cruelty.

And eradicates the people of aberration and wrong action.

O possessor of the Pond of Kawthar full of limpid water!

Who hinders the enemies from its wholesome water!

By expressing some thoughts and sayings of mine,

Seeking you, I knocked out some of your enemies.



So much so that my opinions, by means of the sword of poetry and lecture.

Put the brand of disgrace on their foreheads.

I resorted to your love and piety as company

They were the best among all the companions I had

Then, provide with the mind of al-’Abdi a good elegy

That if an elegy violates Your limit, it will not be fair.

Inside me there is a modesty and guidance inclined toward You which is adored by virtue and courtesy.

I put my soul in trouble for Your sake,

With the knowledge that my tranquillity is in such a trouble.

J- Swimming and Archery

270. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Teach your children swimming and archery.”81

271. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Teach swimming and archery to your sons and teach women to
spindle.”82

272. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Teach archery to your sons, for it will bring victory over the enemy.”83
84

السباحةُ والرِمايةُ

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: علّموا أولادكم السباحةَ والرِمايةَ .270

. عنه صل اله عليه وآله: علّموا أبناءكم السباحةَ والرم، والمرأةَ المغزل‏ .271

272. ِدُوةُ العاين ؛ فَإنَّهمم الرنيموا بّله عليه وآله: عال عنه صل.

3.5: The Age of Upbringing and Disciplining a Child

3.5: The Age of Upbringing and Disciplining a Child85



273. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A child is a master for seven years, a servant for seven years, and a
minister for seven years. If you are content with his upbringing when he is twenty one years old, that is
good, and if not, then let him be, for you are excused with Allah.”86

274. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A child is to be trained for seven years, to be disciplined for seven years
and is employed for seven years. The end of his physical growth is when he is twenty three years old,
and the end of the completion of his intellect is when he is thirty five years old, and after that, whatever
comes forth is gained by means of experience.”87

275. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Your child is your bundle of flowers for seven years, your servant for seven
years, and then he will be either your enemy or your friend.”88

276. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, in his advice to his son Hasan: “I hastened with my will for you and wrote its
salient points lest death overtakes me before I divulged unto you what I have in my heart, or lest my wit
be affected as my body has been affected, or the forces of passions or the evils of the world overtake
you in making you like a stubborn camel. Indeed, the heart of a young man is like an uncultivated land
as it accepts whatever is strewn on it. So, I hastened to train you properly before your heart hardens up
and your mind becomes occupied…

Since I feel for your affairs as a compassionate father should feel, and I aim at teaching and disciplining
you, I thought it should be at a time when you are advancing in age and new on the stage of this world,
possessing upright intention and a clean heart. Therefore, I should begin with the teaching of the book of
Allah the Exalted and its interpretation, along with the laws of Islam and its commands with its lawful and
unlawful matters.”89

277. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Leave your son alone until he becomes six years old, then have him
accompany you and discipline him with your own discipline. If he accepts it and improves, that is good,
otherwise let him be.”90

278. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A boy must be left to play for seven years, taught the Qur’an for seven
years and must learn lawful and unlawful for seven years.”91

بِية الطّفل وتأديبه‏ وقت تَر

273. ضيتن رفَا ،نينس بعس زيروو ،نينس بعبدٌ سوع ،نينس بعِدٌ سيلَدُ سه عليه وآله: الوال ه صلرسول ال
وجلعز هال َال ؛ فَقَدِ اعتَذَرتنبِهج لفَاضرِب ع وإ شرينحدى‏ وع انَفَتَهم.

274. شرينثَلاثٍ وع ف هطول نتَهبعاً، ومس ستَخدَمبعاً، ويس بدوبعاً، ويس ِبالص برعليه السلام: ي الإمام عل
.سنَةً، وعقله ف خَمسٍ وثَلاثين سنَةً، وما كانَ بعدَ ذلكَ فَبِالتَّجارِبِ



.عنه عليه السلام: ولَدُكَ ريحانَتُكَ سبعاً، وخادِمكَ سبعاً، ثُم هو عدُوكَ أو صديقُكَ .275

276. نها قَبلم صاخ دتإلَيكَ، وأور تيصبِو رتعليه السلام‐ باد نسالح لَدِهول هتيصن وعنه عليه السلام‐ م
أن يعجل ب أجل دونَ أن افض إلَيكَ بِما ف نَفس، أو أن انقَص ف رأي كما نُقصت ف جِسم، أو يسبِقَن إلَيكَ
بعض غَلَباتِ الهوى وفتَن الدُّنيا، فَتَونَ كالصعبِ‏ النَّفورِ، وإنَّما قَلب الحدَثِ كالأرضِ الخالية؛ ما الق فيها من
شَ‏ء قَبِلَته، فَبادرتُكَ بِالادبِ قَبل أن يقسو قَلبكَ، ويشتَغل لُبكَ ... ورأيت حيث عنان من أمرِكَ ما يعن الوالدُ
الشَّفيق، وأجمعت علَيه من أدبِكَ أن يونَ ذلكَ وأنت مقبِل العمرِ ومقتَبل الدَّهرِ، ذو نية سليمة، ونَفسٍ صافية، وأن
هراموح هلالوح ،هاموأح سلامالا عوشَرائ ،هوتَأويل وجل عز هتابِ الك كَ بِتَعليمأبتَدِى.

الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: أمهِل صبِيكَ حتّ يأت لَه ست سنين، ثُم ضمه إلَيكَ سبع سنين فَأدِبه بِأدبِكَ، فَان .277
نهع فَخَل وإ لَحوص قَبِل.

278. نينس بعس رامالحو لالالح لَّمتَعوي ،نينس بعس تابال لَّمتَعوي ،نينس بعس بلعي عنه عليه السلام: الغُلام.

3.6: The Method of Islamic Upbringing

A- Honouring, Gentleness, Sympathy and Love

279. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Honour your children and teach them good manners.”92

280. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, narrating from the uncle of Abu Rafay’ ibn ‘Amr al-Ghaffari who said: “I was a
child when I threw pelting stones at a date tree that belonged to the Ansar, and when the Prophet
(s.a.w.) came, he was told: “Here is the place where a boy threw stones at our date tree.” I was taken to
the Prophet (s.a.w.) and he told me. “O boy! Why do you throw stone at that date tree?” I answered: “I
eat [from it].” He said: “Then do not throw stones at the tree, and eat whatever has fallen under it.” Then
he (s.a.w.) touched my head kindly and said: “O Allah! Satiate his stomach!”93

281. al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, narrating from Asad ibn Wida’ah who said: “A man named Juz’ came to the
Prophet (s.a.w.) and said: “O Messenger of Allah! My family makes me angry. How should I punish
them?”

He said: “Forgive them!”

The man asked him the question again and repeated it three times. Then the Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If
you should punish, then punish what is appropriate to the wrong act, and beware of [striking] the
face.”94

282. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Be like a friendly physician who applies medicine where it is useful.”95



283. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Rebuke the evil-doer by rewarding the good-doer.”96

284. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The punishment of the wise is [done] implicitly, while the punishment of the
ignorant is [done] explicitly.”97

285. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: The implicit remark to a wise person’s mistake is among the most painful of
blaming for him.”98

286. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “To speak allusively for a wise person is the worst scorn for him.”99

287. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Many a sin equals the punishment just by informing the wrong-doer.”100

288. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said: “A child’s right is to be kind when educating him, forgiving him,
covering his mistakes, acting moderately towards him and helping him. And the right of people of your
faith is that … you consider the elderly [men] amongst them as your father, their young ones as your
brothers, the elderly [women] amongst them as your mother and their infants as your children.”101

بوِي الاسلام‏ المنهج التَّر

التَّريم والرِفق والرحمةُ والمحبةُ

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: اكرِموا أولادكم، وأحسنوا أدبهم .279

مسند ابن حنبل عن عم أب رافع بن عمرو الغفاري: كنت وأنا غُلام أرم نَخً للانصارِ، فَأتَ النَّب صل اله .280
عليه وآله فَقيل: إنَّ هاهنا غُلاما يرم نَخلَنا! فَات ب إلَ النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله، فَقال: يا غُلام! لم تَرم النَّخل؟
طنَهأشبِع ب ماللّه :وقال أسر حسم ها. ثُملأساف سقُطُ فل ما يوك النَّخل فَلا تَرم :قال .لآك :قُلت :قال.

281. سوليا ر :ه عليه وآله فَقالال صل ِالنَّب َأت «زءج» :له قالي ًجبير عن أسد بن وداعة: أنَّ رالمعجم ال
اله، إنَّ أهل يغضبونّ فَبِم اعاقبهم؟ فَقال: تَعفو، ثُم قال الثّانية، حتّ قالَها ثَلاثاً، قال: فَان عاقَبت فَعاقب بِقَدرِ
جهالو اتَّقالذَّنبِ، و.

282. نفَعي يثبِح الدَّواء عضالَّذي ي فيقالطَّبيبِ الرن كعليه السلام: ك الإمام عل.

283. نحسبِثَوابِ الم ‏ءسرِ المعنه عليه السلام: ازج.



284. التَّصريح لاءهةُ الجقوبع ،التَّلويح قلاءةُ العقوبعنه عليه السلام: ع.

285. تابِهضِ‏ عن أمم لَه لالعاق زَلَّة عنه عليه السلام: تَلويح.

286. تابِهأشَدُّ ع للعاق‏ لعنه عليه السلام: التَّعريض.

287. بِ بِهذنالم إعلام لَيهع ةقوبالع قدارذَنبٍ م بعنه عليه السلام: ر.

288. ،بِه ِفقالرو ،لَيهع ترالسو نهفۇ عالعو ،هتَعليم ف تُهحمغيرِ رالص قالإمام زين العابدين عليه السلام: ح
والمعونَةُ لَه ... وحق أهل ملَّتكَ ... أن يونَ شُيوخُهم بِمنزِلَة أبيكَ، وشُبانُهم، بِمنزِلَة إخوتكَ، وعجائزهم بِمنزِلَة امكَ،
.والصغار بِمنزِلَة أولادِكَ

B- Strictness and Uncompromising

“O you who believe? Save yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is men and
stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe who flinch not (from) executing the
commands they receive from Allah, but do (precisely) what they are commanded.”102

289. Sahih Muslim, narrating from Abu Hurayrah who said: “When this verse was revealed: ‘And warn
your nearest relations’103, the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) invited Quraysh and they gathered,

then he told them all in general and specifically: “O children of Ka’b ibn Lu’ay!104 Save yourselves from
the Fire! O children of Murrah ibn Ka’b!105 Save yourselves from the Fire!

O children of ‘Abd Shams! Save yourselves from the Fire! O children of ‘Abd Manaf! Save yourselves
from the Fire! O children of Hashim!106 Save yourselves from the Fire! O children of ‘Abd al-Muttalib!107

Save yourselves from the Fire!

O Fatimah! Save yourself from the Fire! Because I cannot guarantee for you anything from Allah, except
that you have the right of relationship to which I relate with you in this world [and it cannot benefit you in
the Hereafter].”108

290. al-Durr al-Manthur, narrating from Zaid ibn Aslam: “The Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) recited this verse:
“…save yourselves and your families from a fire …”109 He (s.a.w.) was asked: “O the Messenger of
Allah! How can we save our family from the Fire?” He said: “Enjoin them to what Allah likes and prohibit
them from what Allah dislikes.”110



291. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, in a letter to one of his agents: “Fear Allah and return to these people their
properties. If you do not do so and Allah grants me power over you I shall excuse myself before Allah
about you and strike you with my sword that I have not struck anyone without them going to Hell. By
Allah, even if Hasan and Husayn had done what you did, there would have been no leniency with me to
them and they could not have won their way with me till I had received the right from them and
destroyed the wrong produced by their unjust action.”111

292. al-Kafi, narrating from Abu Basir: “I asked Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) about the saying of Allah:
“Save yourselves and your families from a fire…”112 “How can we save our families.” He (a.s.) said: “By
enjoining them [to good] and forbidding them [from evil].”113

293. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When the verse: “O you who believe! Save yourselves and your
families from a fire…”114 was revealed, one of the Muslims began weeping and said: “I was not able to
manage my own affairs and I became obliged to my family.” The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “It is enough for
you to enjoin them to what you would enjoin yourself, and forbid them from what you forbid yourself.”115

294. al-Kafi, narrating from Abu Basir: “[I asked Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.)] “Concerning the saying of Allah:
“…Save yourselves and your families from a Fire…”116: I asked: “How can I save them?”

He replied: “Enjoin them to what Allah orders and forbid them from what Allah forbids. If they obey you,
you have saved them, and if they disobey you, you have fulfilled your obligation.”117

نَةداهالم دَمةُ وعلابالص

يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا قُوا انْفُسم و اهليم ناراً وقُودها النَّاس و الْحجارةُ علَيها ملائةٌ غلاظٌ شداد لا يعصونَ اله ما)
.(امرهم و يفْعلُونَ ما يومرونَ

صحيح مسلم عن أب هريرة: لَما انزِلَت هذِه الآيةُ: (و انْذِر عشيرتَكَ اقْربِين) دعا رسول اله صل اله عليه .289
فَقال ،وخَص معوا، فَعيشاً فَاجتَموآله قُر:

.يا بن كعبِ بن لُؤي‏ ! أنقذوا أنفُسم من النّارِ

.يا بن مرةَ بن كعبٍ‏ ! أنقذوا أنفُسم من النّارِ

.يا بن عبدِ شَمسٍ! أنقذوا أنفُسم من النّارِ



.يا بن عبدِ منافٍ‏ ! أنقذُوا أنفُسم من النّارِ

.يا بن هاشم‏ ! أنقذُوا أنفُسم من النّارِ

.يا بن عبدِ المطَّلبِ! أنقذوا أنفُسم من النّارِ

. يا فاطمةُ! أنقذي نَفسكِ من النّارِ؛ فَانّ لا أملكُ لَم من اله شَيئاً، غَير أنَّ لَم رحما سابلُّها بِبِلالها

الدر المنثور عن زيد بن أسلم: تَلا رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله هذِه الآيةَ: «قُوا انْفُسم و اهليم ناراً»، .290
فَقالوا: يا رسول اله، كيف نَق أهلَنا نارا؟

هال هرا يمم عونَهوتَنه ،هال هبحم بِما يتَأمرونَه :قال.

الإمام عل عليه السلام‐ ف كتابِه إل بعضِ عماله‐ فَاتَّق اله واردد إل هؤلاء القَوم أموالَهم، فَانَّكَ إن لَم .291
تَفعل ثُم أمنَن اله منكَ عذِرنَّ إلَ اله فيكَ، وءضرِبنَّكَ بِسيف الَّذي ما ضربت بِه أحدا إ دخَل النّار، وواله لَو
أنَّ الحسن والحسين فَعلا مثل الَّذي فَعلت ما كانَت لَهما عندي هوادةٌ، ولا ظَفرا منّ بِارادة حتّ آخُذَ الحق منهما،
.وازيح الباطل عن مظلَمتهِما

292. نَق يفناراً»: ك ميلها و منْفُسقُوا ا» :هقَولِ ال ه عليه السلام فأبا عبد ال ألتبصير: س عن أب افال
.أهلَنا؟ قَال: تَأمرونَهم وتَنهونَهم

293. لجر لَسج (ًنارا ميلها و منْفُسنُوا قُوا اآم ا الَّذِينهييا ا) :ُةالآي لَت هذها نَزالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: لَم
من المسلمين يب وقال: أنا عجزت عن نَفس، كلّفت أهل؟! فَقال رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: حسبكَ أن
.تأمرهم بِما تَأمر بِه نَفسكَ، وتَنهاهم عما تَنه عنه نَفسكَ

الاف عن أب بصير‐ ف قَولِ اله عز وجل: (قُوا انْفُسم و اهليم ناراً)‐ قُلت: كيف أقيهِم؟ قال: تَأمرهم .294
.بِما أمر اله وتَنهاهم عما نَهاهم اله، فَإن أطاعوكَ كنت قَد وقَيتَهم، وإن عصوكَ كنت قَد قَضيت ما علَيكَ



C- Practical Disciplining

295. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who appoints himself as the leader of people should begin by teaching
himself before teaching others and he should discipline them through his actions before he disciplines
them by speaking to them. He who educates and disciplines his own self deserves more appraisal than
the teacher and discipliner of others”118

296. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Be inviters to people by means other than your tongue, so that people
see piety, diligence, prayer and goodness from you, for this is the correct way to invite.”119

التَّأديب العمل‏

295. هتبِسير هن تَأديبولي ،غَيرِه تَعليم قَبل هنَفس بدَأ بِتَعليملنّاسِ إماماً فَليل هنَفس بن نَصعليه السلام: م الإمام عل
قَبل تَأديبِه بِلسانه. ومعلّم نَفسه ومودِبها احق بِالاجلالِ من‏

.معلّم النّاسِ ومودِبِهِم

296. ،الخَيرلاةَ والصو هادالاجتعَ ورالو منوا مريم؛ لنَتلنّاسِ بِغَيرِ ألسعاةً لالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: كونوا د
.فَانَّ ذلكَ داعيةٌ

An Analysis on the Methods of Upbringing Children

Scholars have introduced four methods for upbringing children, and a further fifth point can be found by
studying the Islamic sources. They are as follows:

1- The upbringing method based on strictness

Children who were raised with this upbringing method which was mainly practiced by the old and
previous generations would not feel any love and affection, and it would often result in anxiety,
depression, stress and, at times, even suicide. However, this strictness could cause the child to become
responsible and hard working, and parents did not show affection to their children due to the fear that
they may become spoiled. They believed that any praise and admiration can cause the child to become
spoiled.

2- The upbringing method based on kindness and lack of strictness

This method which was formed in reaction to the first method leads the child to become spoiled, morally
weak, dependant, demanding and childish. Moreover, they will lack resistance, patience against



difficulties and would face problems in their family and social lives. Such children do not sense lack of
affection and the parents who adopt this method tend to assume their children are right. They give to the
child whatever he pleases and they try to avoid any way of displeasing him. In this method, the parents
believe that the children are always right, and whatever a child wants must be given to him and we must
not upset him in any way.

3- The upbringing method based on lack of kindness and lack of strictness

This upbringing method trains children, who are entangled with sentimental disorder due to not receiving
affection, and as there is no decisiveness concerning them, they tend to incline to crime and wrong-
doing.

4- The upbringing method based on affection and decisiveness

In this upbringing method children satiate sentimentally and are also raised as being studious, patient
and accepting of responsibilities.

Scholars in this field have recognized this method as the being best method for upbringing a child.

However, what is the viewpoint of Islam in this regard? In religious instructions, there are different
discussions in this concern, but the important matter is to know the overall system that dominates these
issues and deduct an upbringing method from them. Seemingly, the method that we can take from the
holy Qur’an and the traditions and is derived from them that which is mentioned in the fifth method.

5- The upbringing method based on love, strictness and dignity

From an Islamic viewpoint, love is one of the principles of the upbringing of a child and has strongly
been emphasized upon and the lack of loving and affection has been strongly reproached. However, at
the same time, excessive love and affection has also been admonished. Therefore, along with love,
firmness and strictness in upbringing a child is also strongly recommended.

Based on this principle, while the child receives affection, he is not free and left to himself to do whatever
he wants. On the other side, while he is being raised, he is also given kindness, affection and tolerance;
and it is for this reason that he has been reproached from excessive scorning and violence, which is one
of the pillars of the method of harshness without affection.

There is a third dimension in the upbringing method of Islam, which is ‘dignifying’.

Dignifying a child means to honour him and giving value for him. In the Islamic approach, a child must
not be degraded just because of being a child, and he must not feel that he is worthless or of little value.
A child is mostly in need of affection, and an adult is mostly in need of respect,120 yet this does not
mean that the personality of a child must not be respected. The same goes to elders, as one must not
forget to respect them, and be kind and loving towards them.



The child who is given value and his personality is respected and honoured feels worthiness with honour
and self-dignity, and one who considers value for himself, does not engage in obscenities.

Self-dignity is the main pivot of Islamic morals and upbringing, and its most important way is to respect
and dignify people, in particular during childhood. Of course, the concept of dignity is one part of what
relates to the teaching of good and bad, but ‘dignifying’ is a very valuable and important concept.

One of the most important upbringing points that must be observed in the respecting of the personality of
a child is to take his feelings into consideration during the first seven years of his life. This subject is so
important that according to a tradition from the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.), this age period is counted as
the term of the supremacy of a child. He (s.a.w.) said:

“A child is a master for seven years.”

Mastership and supremacy of the child calls for his commandment and obedience from the parents,
which means that during his first seven years, a child must command in the house, and therefore,
whatever he wants must be provided if it is not harmful for him and it is possible for the parents to do so.

The result of the upbringing of the child as a commander during his first seven years and the correct
submission of the parents to him will be the absolute obedience of the child and his love to the parents
for the duration of his next seven years. The tradition continues by saying:

“And he is a servant for [the second] seven years.”

The obedience of a child to his parents is the result of the utmost confidence that he has in them which
he acquired during the first seven years of his life. The appearance of this state in the child during the
second seven years which is the time of his education is of extraordinary importance for his upbringing.

After finishing the second seven years of the child’s life, there comes the period of his ministry in the
family, as the tradition continues saying:

“And he is a minister for [the third] seven years.”

In this period the child is no more a servant. The gratification of the personality of the child requires that,
as being the minister of the family, he should be consulted with and the things that he is capable of
doing can be given to him to do. Consequently, the responsibility of the family in the child’s upbringing
and education ends.

3.7: The Banes of Upbringing

A) Excessiveness in love

297. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “The worst father is he whose kindness is excessive, and the worst



child is the one whose negligence makes him disobey [his parents].”121

آفات التَّأديبِ‏

ةبحالم الإفراطُ ف

.الإمام الباقر عليه السلام: شَر الآباء من دعاه البِر إلَ الافراط، وشَر الابناء من دعاه التَّقصير إلَ العقوق .297

B) Excessiveness in reprimanding

298. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Excessive blame causes the fire of obstinacy to flame.”122

299. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Avoid reprimanding constantly, for this act provokes the committing of sin
and belittles [a real] reprimanding.”123

300. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, in one of the wise sayings attributed to him: “If you reprimanded a youth,
leave for him a place [for excusing] from his fault, lest he would be drawn to coarseness.”124

ةلامالم الإفراطُ ف

298. نيرانَ اللَّجاج شُبي ةلامالم فراطُ فعليه السلام: الا الإمام عل.

299. تبِنُ العوهغري بِالذَّنبِ، وينَّ ذلكَ ي؛ فَاتَبالع ِررُاكَ أن تعنه عليه السلام: إي.

عنه عليه السلام‐ ف الحم المنسوبة الَيه: إذا عاتَبت الحدَث فَاترك لَه موضعاً من ذَنبِه؛ لَئّ يحملُه الاخراج .300
ةرابالم َلع.

C) Disciplining at a time of anger

301. al-Kafi, narrating from ‘Ali ibn Asbat, from one of our companions [a Shi’i] who said: “The Prophet
of Allah (s.a.w.) prohibited punishing at the time of anger.”125

302. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Disciplining is impossible with anger.”126



التَّأديب عندَ الغَضبِ‏

الاف عن عل بن أسباط عن بعض أصحابنا، قال‏ : نَه رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله عن الادبِ عندَ .301
.الغَضبِ

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: لا أدب مع غَضبٍ .302

D) Harshness

303. al-Kafi, narrating from Yunus ibn Ribat from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) who said: “The Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w.) said: “May Allah bless he who helps his child in obeying him.”

Someone asked: “How can he help him in obedience?”

He (s.a.w.) said: “That he accepts as little as the child can do, he forgives whatever he cannot do, he
should not overburden him and not ask him to do things too hard for him, for there is nothing between
him and entering a realm of the realms of disbelief other than that he disobeys his parents or cuts the
ties of his kin.”127

304. Sahih Muslim, narrating from ‘A’ishah who said: “The Prophet of Allah never hit anyone with his
hand, neither any woman nor any servant, except while fighting (jihad) in the path of Allah.”128

305. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, from the wise sayings attributed to him: “Give priority to justice over
harshness and you will win love, and do not take action when speaking has an effect.”129

306. ‘Uddah al-Da’i narrates that someone had said: “I complained to Abu al-Hasan Musa [al-Kazim]
(a.s.) about my son and he said: “Do not beat him, but just forsake him and do not prolong it!”130

الخُشونَةُ

الاف عن يونس بن رباط عن الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: قال رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: رحم اله من .303
ِهبِر لع لَدَهأعانَ و.

قال: قُلت: كيف يعينُه عل بِرِه؟

قال: يقبل ميسوره، ويتَجاوزُ عن معسورِه، ولا يرهقُه، ولا يخرق بِه‏ ، فَلَيس بينَه وبين أن يصير ف حدٍّ من حدودِ



محر ةقوقٍ أو قَطيعع ف دخُلأن ي فرِ إال.

صحيح مسلم عن عائشة: ما ضرب رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله شَيئا قَطُّ بِيدِه، و امراةً ولا خادِماً، إ أن .304
هال بيلس دَ فجاهي.

305. علل الفولا تَستَعم ،ةبحطشِ تَظفَر بِالمالب َلع دلالع قَدِّم ‐إلَيه ةنسوبالم مالح عليه السلام‐ ف الإمام عل
‏ القَولعنجي يثح.

عدّة الداع: قال بعضهم: شَوت إل أبِ الحسن موس عليه السلام ابناً ل، فَقال: لا تَضرِبه، واهجره ولا .306
.تُطل

3.8: Sex Education

A) Separating beds

307. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Separate the beds of a boy and a boy, a boy and a girl, a girl and a
girl when they reach the age of ten.”131

308. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “When your children become seven years old, separate their beds.”132

309. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “When a child becomes seven years old, his teeth begin to fall, and when he
is nine years old he is commanded to prayer, and when he is ten years old his bed must be
separated.”133

310. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When boys turn ten, their beds are to be separated from those of
women.”134

بِيةُ الجِنسيةُ التَّر

التَّفريق بين الصبِ والصبِية ف المضاجِع‏

307. م فينَهب قفرةُ يبِيالصةُ وبِيالصةُ، وبِيالصو ِبالصو ،ِبالصو ِبه عليه وآله: الصال ه صلرسول ال
نينشرِ سعل ضاجِعالم.



.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: إذا بلَغَ أولادكم سبع سنين فَفَرِقوا بين فُرشهِم .308

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: يثَّغر الصبِ لسبع، ويؤمر بِالصلاة لتسع، ويفَرق بينَهم ف المضاجِع لعشرٍ .309

310. نينس شرلَغوا عاذا ب ضاجِعالم ف ساءّالنلمانِ والغ ينب قفَرالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: ي.

B) Avoidance of looking at the private parts of the child and the child looking at
those of others

311. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Parents should not look at their child’s private parts and it is not right
that the child looks at the father’s private parts.”135

312. al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihain, narrating from Muhammad ibn Bayad who said: “I was taken to the
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) when I was ten years old and I had some torn clothing on my body and
some of my private parts were seen. He (s.a.w.) said: “Cover his nakedness because the veneration of
a child’s private parts is the same as veneration of that of an adult, and Allah does not look at one who
reveals his private parts.”136

313. Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) said: “‘Ali ibn al-Husayn [al-Sajjad] (a.s.) would say when delivery time of a
woman approached: “Send out the women who are in the room. A woman must not be the first one to
look at the newborn’s private parts.”137 138

النَّه عن النَّظَرِ إل عورة الطّفل وبِالعسِ‏

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: لَيس للوالدَين أن ينظُرا إل عورة الولَدِ، ولَيس للولَدِ أن ينظُر إل عورة الوالدِ .311

312. َلغَري وعص ه عليه وآله فال صل هسولِ الر إل عتفد بن بياض: رالصحيحين عن محم المستدرك عل
.... خرقَةٌ وقَد كشفَت عورت، فَقال: غَطُّوا حرمةَ عورته؛ فَانَّ حرمةَ عورة الصغيرِ كحرمة عورة البيرِ

313. ن فأخرِجوا م :قال رأةةُ الموِلاد رضعليه السلام إذا ح ينسالح بن لالإمام الباقر عليه السلام: كانَ ع
. البيتِ من النّساء؛ لا تَونُ المراةُ أول ناظرٍ إل عورته‏



C) The permissible limit of kissing a boy and a girl

314. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “When a girl becomes six years old do not kiss her, and when a boy
completes seven years of age he should not kiss women.”139

315. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When a free girl turns six years old, it is recommended that you do not
kiss her.”140

316. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, narrating from ‘Ali ibn “Aqabah, from one of the Shi’ah who said: “Abu al-
Hasan [al-Kazim] (a.s.) was with Muhammad ibn Ibrahim who was the governor of Mecca and the
husband of Fatimah, the daughter of Abu ‘Abdullah al-Sadiq (a.s.). Muhammad ibn Ibrahim had a
daughter who used to be given beautiful clothing wear and she would come close to men and they
would hug her. When she got to Abu al-Hasan [al-Kazim], he stopped her with his hands stretched out
and said: “When a girl turns six it is not permissible for a foreign [non-mahram] man to kiss her and
embrace her.”141

حدُّ جوازِ تَقبيل الجارِية والغُلام‏

314. بعزَ سةَ إذا جاوراالم ِلقَبلا ي الغُلامِلها، وفَلا تُقَب نينس تةُ سلَغَتِ الجارِيه عليه وآله: إذا بال ه صلرسول ال
نينس.

.الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: إذا بلَغَتِ الجارِيةُ الحرةُ ست سنين فَلا ينبغ لَكَ أن تُقَبِلَها .315

316. دِ بنحمندَ معليه السلام ع الماض نسو الحبن عقبة عن بعض أصحابنا: كانَ أب ام عن علتهذيب الأح
َإل ‏ءوتَج يابّها الثتُلبِس بِنت إبراهيم دِ بنمحموكانَت ل ،هبدِ الع ةَ بِنتِ أبمفاط و زَوجةَ، وهم وال إبراهيم
الرِجالِ فَيأخُذُها الرجل ويضمها إلَيه، فَلَما تَناهت إل أب الحسن عليه السلام أمسها بِيدَيه ممدودتَين، قال: إذا
ها إلَيهمضولا ي ،لَه محربِم ه لَيس لجِلَها رقَبز أن يجلَم ي نينس تس ةالجارِي َلأتَت ع.

D) Asking Permission for Entering the Parents’ Room

“O you who believe! Do let those whom your right hands possess, and those of you who have not
reached to puberty, ask permission of you at three times (for coming into your room): before the
morning prayer, and at midday when you put off your clothes, and after the night prayer. (These
are) three times of privacy for you. It is no sin for you or for them (if) after those (three times),
some of you go round attendant upon the others. Thus, does Allah make clear the revelations for
you; and Allah is All-knowing, All-wise.” “And when the children among you reach puberty then
let them ask permission even as those before them used to ask it. Thus, does Allah make clear



His revelations for you? Allah is All-knower, All-wise.”142

317. al-Sunan al-Kubra, narrating from ‘Ata’ ibn Yasar who said: “A man asked the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.): “O Messenger of Allah! Do I ask permission for entering to see my mother?”

He answered: “Yes.”

The man said: “I live in the same room with her.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Ask permission from her.”

The man said: “I am serving her.”

The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do you like to see her naked?”

The man answered: “No.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Then ask permission from her.”143

318. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A man came to the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) and said: “O Messenger of
Allah! Do I ask permission when I want to enter and see my mother?”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Yes. Do you like seeing her naked?”

The man said: “No.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Then ask for her permission.”144

319. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When a man wants to enter his father’s room, he should ask for
permission, but it is not necessary for a father to ask permission from his son.” He [then] said: “And he
must ask for permission from his daughter and his sister when they are married.”145

320. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Those who are in your possession and those who have not reached
puberty should ask permission in three times as Allah has commanded you. He who has reached
puberty should not enter his mother’s room, nor his sister’s, or aunt’s room or the rooms of other people
without permission. Do not give permission for entry unless he greets.”146

321. al-Kafi, narrating from Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Halabi who said: “I asked Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq]
(a.s.): “Must a man ask permission to enter his father’s room?”

He (a.s.) answered: “Yes. I used to ask permission from my father and my mother was not with him, but
it was my father’s wife. My mother died when I was young. They might be doing something in their
privacy that I would not like to interfere in, and nor would they like me to intrude. Giving greetings [for
asking for permission to enter] is the most correct and better way.”147



الاستئذانُ للدُّخولِ إلَ الوالدَين‏

(رِ والْفَج لاةص لقَب ناتٍ مرم ثَلاث مْنم لُملُغُوا الْحبي لَم الَّذِين و مُمانيا تَلم الَّذِين مْذِنتَاسينُوا لآم ا الَّذِينهييا ا
ندَهعب ناحج هِملَيلا ع و ملَيع سلَي مَراتٍ لوع ثَلاث شاءالْع لاةدِ صعب نم و ةالظَّهِير نم ميابونَ ثعتَض ينح
لُمالْح مْنم طْفاللَغَ اذا با و *يمح يملع هال ياتِ وا مَل هال ِنيبكَ يذلضٍ كع‏ بلع مضعب ملَيافُونَ عطَو
يمح يملع هال و هآيات مَل هال ِنيبكَ يذلك هِملقَب نم ذَنَ الَّذِينتَاا اسمذِنُوا كتَاسفَلْي).

317. هال سولأستَأذِنُ يا ر :فَقال لجر لَهاه عليه وآله سال صل هال سولبرى عن عطاء بن يسار أنَّ رالسنن ال
عل ام؟

!فَقال: نَعم. فَقال: إنّ معها ف البيتِ

!فَقال: استَأذِن علَيها. فَقال الرجل: إنّ خادِمها

.فَقال: أتحب أن تَراها عريانَةً؟! قال: لا

.قال: فَاستَأذِن علَيها

318. ام لل أستَأذِنُ عه ،هال سوليا ر :ه عليه وآله قالال صل هسولِ الر إل لجر عليه السلام: أت الإمام عل
.إذا أردت الدُّخول علَيها؟ قال: نَعم، أيسركَ أن تَراها عريانَةً؟! قال: لا

.قال: فَاستَأذِن علَيها إذاً

319. الابن َلع بستَأذِنُ الاولا ي ،أبيه َلخَل عإذا د لجستأذِنُ الرالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: ي.

تَينِجوتَزإذا كانَتا م هواخت هابنَت َلع لجستأذِنُ الروي :قال.

320. عز هال مكرما أماتٍ كرم م ثَلاثنم لُمبلُغُوا الحلَم ي الَّذينم وُت أيمانَلم ستَأذِنِ الَّذينيعنه عليه السلام: ل
مّلسي ّتبإذنٍ، فَلا تَأذَنوا ح كَ إوى ذلس لولا ع هخالَت لولا ع هاخت لولا ع هام لع جلفَلا ي لُملَغَ الحن بوم ،وجل.



الاف عن محمد بن عل الحلب: قُلت ب عبدِ اله عليه السلام: الرجل يستَأذِنُ عل أبيه؟ فَقال: نَعم، قَد .321
كنت أستَأذِنُ عل أب ولَيست ام عندَه، وإنَّما ه امراةُ أب، تُۇفّيت ام وأنا غُلام، وقَد يونُ من خَلوتهِما ما لا
نوأحس بأصو لامالسو ،ّنكَ مانِ ذلبحولا ي ،لَيهما عهاأن أفج باح.

F) The Danger of a Child Seeing his Parents Copulate

322. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “By He who owns my soul, if one was to have intercourse with his wife
in a room where a little child is awake and can see them and hear their voice and the sound of their
breathing, that person will never prosper. If the child is a boy, he will become an adulterer, and if it is a
girl, she will become an adulteress.”148

322. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The Prophet of Allah prohibited that a man has intercourse with his wife
while there is a baby in the cradle and looks at them.”149

323. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “At the time when there is a child in the room, a man should not have
intercourse with his wife or with his bound-maid, for this act is among the things that causes adultery
thereafter.”150

خَطَر نَظَرِ الاطفالِ إل وِقاع الوالدَين‏

رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: والَّذي نَفس بِيدِه، لَو أنَّ رجً غَش امراتَه وف البيتِ صبِ مستَيقظٌ يراهما .322
.ويسمع كلامهما ونَفَسهما ما أفلَح أبداً؛ إذا كانَ غُلاماً كانَ زانياً، أو جارِيةً كانَت زانيةً

323. نظُرهدِ يالم ف ِبالصو تَهاامر لجالر عجامه عليه وآله أن يال صل هال سولر عليه السلام: نَه الإمام عل
.إلَيهِما

.الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: لا يجامع الرجل امراتَه ولا جارِيتَه وف البيتِ صبِ؛ فَانَّ ذلكَ مما يورِث الزِنا .324

Some Words about Sex Education

Like all other aspects of the human being, sexual instinct is something that is in need of training, and
every culture and ideology has a particular view about this kind of training and education. From the
viewpoint of Islam, sex education means providing the grounds of growth and education of the sexual
drive in a manner that both sexual chastity is achieved and so is sexual wellbeing. This is one of the
features of the viewpoint of religion in that not only does it attend to the sexual wellbeing of a person and
his health, but it also focuses on the aspect of sexual chastity.



Another important point is that the attempts to acquire these goals are not subject to being at the age of
puberty. According to religious teachings, sex education begins before the age of puberty and it starts
from a very young age. Therefore, obtaining these goals in any age is in need of certain particular
procedures and plans, and these are referred to in religious texts. The childhood period is the most
important stage of life, and any mistake can lead to some irreparable future consequences.

Necessary Planning for Sexual Chastity

Some families do not pay enough attention to the sexual affairs of their children for the reason that they
think their children are still too young, even though many of the things that children see or hear have a
determining impact on their sexual behaviour in future. Both sexual chastity and deviation are existent in
a child, and it should not be forgotten that learning in the childhood period is very effective. Whatever a
child learns will be fixed and established in him like a carving on a stone, and whatever is given to him
he accepts. This is why Islam has paid attention to this part of the child’s life and it has introduced some
useful practical instructions which will be briefly pointed out here:

A- Covering the private parts

Looking at the private parts of a child and a child looking at the private parts of adults can be discussed
from a jurisprudential and an upbringing point of view. From a jurisprudential point of view, it is not
forbidden for a child to look at the private parts of an adult. It is also permissible for an adult to look at
the private parts of a child, as long it is not a lustful look. However, the effects of covering and exposing
cannot be ignored. The child being used to looking at other people’s private parts or others looking at his
private parts belittles the vulgarity of this action and brings about negligence and makes indecency
something normal. However, children who have not encountered these issues have higher resistance
against sexual deviation and enjoy a higher level of chastity. Therefore, it is mentioned in religious texts
that it is recommended that one should not look at a child’s private parts nor should he be allowed to
look at the private parts of others, and also not to take children into the bathroom in a way that would
make the private parts be exposed to others.

B- The reproach of a child being kissed by a non-mahram

Even though it is not jurisprudentially prohibited for a child to be kissed by a non-maÎram, but it does
have a clear negative effect on a grown up child (who distinguishes between good and bad). Such things
are recorded in the mind of a child and might be grounds for establishing relations with non-maÎrams in
the future, making it difficult for him to observe chastity. Therefore, it is recommended that adults should
not kiss children who are not maÎram to them.

C- Reproaching the playing with a child’s private parts

Playing with the sexual organs of a child may cause sexual stimulation and also premature puberty of



the child. It teaches sexual perversion to the child and brings about sexual irregularity. Some Islamic
narrations refer to this kind of playing as a branch of adultery, and such a harsh expression indicates the
severe negative effect on the child. Therefore, in religious texts this action has been prohibited.

D- Separation of beds

When grown up children are to sleep in one bed, this may result in inappropriate bodily contact,
premature sexual stimulation, and might even lead to unlawful relationships. One of the plannings of
religion for preventing this impediment is the separating of sleeping arrangements between brothers and
sisters and boys and girls.

E- Hiding any sexual contact of the parents from the children

The children’s awareness of the parents’ sexual relations is one of the factors that lead to sexual
deviation. From the viewpoint of Islamic traditions, this practise has a close to certain and undeniable
negative effect, and to prevent this, two solutions have been given: the child asking permission for
entering into the parents’ room and their privacy, and the second is the practising of any sexual contact
far from the presence of children.

1. . Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 10, p. 249, h. 29336, narrating from al-Tabarani. al-Firdaws, vol. 4, p. 135, h. 6420, with ‘is like a
drawing on a rock’ instead of ‘is like engraving on a stone’ Both narrating from Abu al-Darda’.
2. . Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 584, h. 45953, narrating from Juz’ ibn ‘Amshaliq.
3. . Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 8273. ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa’iz, p. 447, h. 7879.
4. . Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 8937. ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa’iz, p. 463, h. 8424.
5. . Sunan al-Darami, vol. 1, p. 137, h. 517. Munyah al-Murid, p. 340.
6. . al-Diwan al-Mansub il’al-Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) [The collection of poems attributed to Imam ‘Ali (a.s.)], p. 242, h. 163.
7. . Shu’ab al-Iman, vol. 6, p. 401, h. 8667, narrating from ‘A’ishah. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 417, h. 45193.
8. . al-Mu’jam al-Awsat, vol. 4, p. 77, h. 3658, narrating from Salim ibn ‘Abdullah from his father. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16,
p. 460, h. 45435, narrating from al-’Askari and Ibn al-Najjar.
9. . Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 4, p. 338, h. 1952. al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihain, vol. 4, p. 292 h. 7679. al-Sunan al-Kubra,
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Chapter 4: The Ethics of Upbringing

4.1: Encouragement of the Loving of Children and Having
Sympathy to Them

325. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah will write a reward for he who kisses his child, and Allah will
bring happiness on Judgement Day to he who makes his child happy, and he who teaches his child the
Qur’an, his parents will be called upon [in the Hereafter] and they will be clothed with two garments with
light which will brighten the faces of the people of Heaven.”1

326. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If a person makes his crying child so pleased that he becomes silent,
Allah will grant that person so much bounties of Heaven until he becomes pleased.”2

327. al-Tabaqat al-Kubra, narrating from Mu’awiyah ibn Qurrah, from his uncle, who said: “He used to
visit the Prophet (s.a.w.) along with his son and would make him sit in front of him (s.a.w.). Once, the
Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do you love him?” The man said: “Yes, very much.”

Later that boy passed away and the Prophet (s.a.w.) told the man: “It seems that you have become sad
upon his death, have you not?”

The man said: “Yes, I have, O Messenger of Allah!”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Will you not be happy when Allah admits you in Heaven and you will find your son at



one of the doors of Paradise which he will open for you?”

The man answered: “Yes.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Verily you will be in such a state, by the will of Allah.”3

328. Tarikh Dimashq, narrating from Wathilah ibn al-Asqaa’ who said: “The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.)
went to ‘Uthman ibn Maz’un who had a child with him that he had kissed, and the Prophet (s.a.w.) said
to him: “‘Uthman, do you love him?”

He answered: “By Allah, yes I do love him, O Messenger of Allah.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Do you want me to increase your love for him?”

‘Uthman said: “Yes. May my parents be your ransom!”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed he who makes a child from his generation pleased so that he becomes happy,
Allah will make him pleased on Judgment Day until he becomes happy.”4

329. Hilyah al-Awliya, narrating from Anas who said: “A woman went to visit ‘A’ishah along with her two
children and ‘A’ishah gave three dates to her and she gave each of her children one date. They ate their
own date and then started looking at their mother. She took the [remaining] date and cut it in half and
gave half to one child and the second half to the other. The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) arrived and
‘A’ishah informed him of the event, and the Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Why are you surprised from this
action? Verily Allah will shower His mercy upon her for the sake of her mercy to her two children.”5

330. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Allah will be merciful to His servant for his intense love to his child.”6

331. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Musa ibn ‘Imran7 (a.s.) said: “O Lord! Which act do You consider to
be the best?”

Allah Almighty said: “The loving of children, for I have created them with their conviction in My Unity, and
if I make them die, I will admit them into Paradise with My mercy.”8

الحث عل حبِ الاولادِ والشَّفَقَة بِهِم‏

325. ،ةيامالق ومي هال هحفَر هحن فَرنَةً، ومسح لَه وجل عز هال تَبك لَدَهو لن قَبه عليه وآله: مال ه صلرسول ال
نَّةالج أهل ما ۇجوهن نورِهم ‏ءضي لَّتَينيانِ حسفَي ينوبِالأب عالقُرآنَ د هلَّمن عوم.

326. رضي ّتح نَّةالج نم وجل عز هال أعطاه ،نَهسي ّتح فَأرضاه لَه ِبص ن به عليه وآله: مال عنه صل.



327. .دَيهي ينب هسجلفَي هه عليه وآله بِابنال صل ِالنَّب أتكانَ ي ه: أنَّهة عن عمبرى عن معاوية بن قرالطبقات ال
فَقال لَه النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله تُحبه؟ قال: نَعم، حباً شَديداً. ثُم إنَّ الغُلام مات، فَقال لَه النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله:
.كانَّكَ حزِنت علَيه! قال: أجل يا رسول اله

لب :لَكَ؟ قال هفتَحن أبوابِها فَيبابٍ م لع نَّةَ أن تَجِدَهالج هكَ إذا أدخَلَكَ الرسأفَما ي :قال.

هال كَ إن شاءذلك نَّهفَا :قال.

328. ِبص هعظعونٍ ومم ثمانَ بنع لع جه عليه وآله خَرال ه صلال سولتاريخ دمشق عن واثلة بن الأسقع‏ أنَّ ر
!لَه صغير يلثمه، فَقال: أتُحبه يا عثمانُ؟

قال: إي واله يا رسول اله، إن ّحبه‏

!قال: أفَلا أزِيدُكَ لَه حباً؟

قال: بل، فداكَ أب وام‏

رضي ّتح ةيامالق ومي هال اهضتَر ،رضي ّتح هن نَسلغيراً مص لَه ضن تَرم إنَّه :قال.

حلية الأولياء عن أنس: أنَّ امراةً دخَلَت عل عائشَةَ ومعها صبِيانِ لَها، فَاعطَتها عائشَةُ ثَلاث تَمراتٍ، فَأعطَت .329
كل صبِ منهما تَمرةً، فَأكل الصبِيانِ تَمرتَيهِما ثُم نَظَرا إل امهِما، فَاخَذَتِ التَّمرةَ فَشَقَّتها نصفَين فَاعطَت ذا نصفاً
.وذا نصفاً

فَدَخَل النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله فَاخَبرته عائشَةُ، فَقال لَها النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله: ما أعجبكِ من ذلكَ؟ فَانَّ اله قَد
.رحمها بِرحمتها صبِييها

330. لَدِهول ِهبح دَّةشبدَ لالع مرحلَي هالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: إنَّ ال.

عنه عليه السلام: قال موس بن عمرانَ عليه السلام: يا ربِ، أي الأعمالِ أفضل عندَكَ؟ .331



نَّتج تحمم بِرم أدخَلتُهتُّهمن اتَوحيدي، فَا لم عفَطَرتُه ّنطفالِ، فَاالا بح :فَقال.

4.2: The Prophet’s Conduct in Kindness to Children and
Dignifying Them

332. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, narrating from Walid ibn ‘Aqabah who said: “When the Prophet of Allah
(s.a.w.) conquered Mecca, the people of Mecca came to him with their children and he patted them over
their heads and prayed for them.”9

333. Sahih Muslim, narrating from ‘Amr ibn Sa’id from Anas ibn Malik who said: “I never saw someone
more affectionate to his family than the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.). Ibrahim [the Prophet’s son] had a
wet-nurse in ‘Awali in Medina and the Prophet (s.a.w.) used to go there and we would accompany him.
He entered the house and the wet-nurse who was a servant had burnt incense that gave the house a
sweet scent. The Prophet (s.a.w.) would pick Ibrahim up, kiss him and go back home.

‘Amr said: “When Ibrahim passed away, the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “Ibrahim was my son,
though he died while he was still a suckling infant, but he has two wet-nurses in Heaven who completed
his suckling period.”10

334. Sahih Muslim, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Ja’far who said: “Whenever the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.) returned from a journey, he would first visit the children of his family.”11

335. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, narrating from ‘Urwah who said: “When the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) returned
from a journey, he would be received by the children.”12

336. al-Mahajjah al-Bayda’: “When the Prophet (s.a.w.) returned from a journey and children would
meet him, the Prophet (s.a.w.) would stop for their sake and then he would ask them to climb on his
back. Some of them climbed from the front of him and others from his back. He (s.a.w.) also ordered his
companions to carry the rest of the children. It happened that after this event the children boasted and
said to each other: “The Prophet of Allah carried me in his arms and carried you on his back”, and
others would say: “He told his companions to put you on their backs.”13

337. al-Manaqib, narrating from Ibn Shahr Ashub, from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz in his chain of narrations from the
Prophet (s.a.w.) that: “He (s.a.w.) was sitting down and Hasan and Husayn entered and when he saw
them he stood up for them, but they were slow in arriving, so he went towards them to receive them and
he carried them on his shoulders, saying: “What a good mount your mount is, and what good riders you
are! And your father is better than you.”14

سيرةُ النَّبِ ف الشَّفَقَة بِالأطفالِ وتَريمهِم‏



332. أتونَهةَ يم أهل لعةَ، جه عليه وآله مال صل هال سولر ا فَتَحمسند ابن حنبل عن الوليد بن عقبة: لَم
.بِصبيانهِم فَيمسح عل رؤوسهِم ويدعو لَهم

صحيح مسلم عن عمرو بن سعيد عن أنس: ما رأيت أحداً كانَ أرحم بِالعيالِ من رسولِ اله صل اله عليه .333
وآله، قال: كانَ إبراهيم مستَرضعاً لَه ف عوال المدينَة ، فَانَ ينطَلق ونَحن معه فَيدخُل البيت وإنَّه لَيدَّخَن، وكانَ
رجِعي ثُم ،ِلُهقَبفَي أخُذُه‏ قَيناً ، فَيهئرظ.

الثَّدي، وإنَّ لَه ف وإنَّه مات ،ابن ه عليه وآله: إنَّ إبراهيمال صل هال سولر قال ،إبراهيم ّا تُۇفو: فَلَممرع قال
نَّةالج ف هضاعلانِ رمُت ينئرلَظ.

334. بيانِ أهلبِص ّفَرٍ تُلُقن سم ه عليه وآله إذا قَدِمال صل هال سوله بن جعفر: كانَ رصحيح مسلم عن عبد ال
هيتب.

.مسند ابن حنبل عن عروة: كانَ [رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله‏] يستَقبل بالصبيانِ اذا جاء من سفَرٍ .335

المحجة البيضاء: كانَ صل اله عليه وآله يقدِم من السفَرِ فَيتَلَقّاه الصبيانُ فَيقف لَهم، ثُم يأمر بِهِم فَيرفَعونَ .336
قولكَ فَيعدَ ذلبيانُ بالص تَفاخَرما يبم، فَرهعضلُوا بحمأن ي هأصحاب رأموي ،هن خَلفوم دَيهي ينم بنهم رفَعفَي ،لَيها
هأصحاب رم: أمهعضب قولوي ،هراءو لَكَ أنتموح ،دَيهي ينه عليه وآله بال صل هال سولر لَنمعضٍ: حبم لهعضب
.أن يحملوكَ وراءهم

337. نسالح لقبه عليه وآله: أنَّه كان جالساً فَاال صل المناقب لابن شهر آشوب عن عبدالعزيز بإسناده عن النب
والحسين عليهما السلام فَلَما رآهما النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله قام لَهما واستَبطَا بلوغَهما إلَيه، فَاستَقبلَهما وحملَهما
.عل كتفَيه وقال: نعم المط مطيما، ونعم الراكبانِ انتُما، وأبوكما خَير منما

4.3: Greeting Children

338. Kanz al-Ummal, narrating from Anas who said: “Whenever the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) passed
children, he would greet them.”15

339. Sunan al-Tirmidhi, narrating from Anas who said: “I was with the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) when
he passed by some children and he greeted them.”16

340. Makarim al-Akhlaq, narrating from Anas who said: “When the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) met a
group of children, he would greet them, even while he was in a hurry.”17



341. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There are five things that I will not leave doing until I die: Eating food
on the ground with the servants, riding on a donkey that has a packsaddle, milking a goat with my own
hands, wearing woollen clothes, and greeting children so that it becomes a tradition (sunnah) after
me.”18

342. Sahih ibn Habban, narrating from Anas who said: “The Prophet of Allah used to visit the Ansar,
greet their children and pat their heads.”19

التَّسليم علَ الصبيانِ‏

.كنز العمال عن أنس‏ كانَ [صل اله عليه وآله‏] يمر بِالصبيانِ فَيسلّم علَيهِم .338

.سنن الترمذي عن أنس: كنت مع رسولِ اله صل اله عليه وآله فَمر علَ صبيانٍ فَسلَّم علَيهِم .339

. مارم الأخلاق عن أنس: إنَّ رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله مر علَ صبيانٍ فَسلَّم علَيهِم وهو مغذٌّ .340

341. ِكوببيدِ، ورالع عضيضِ‏ مالح َلع ماتِ: الأكلالم َّتح نهعلا أد ه عليه وآله: خَمسال ه صلرسول ال
.الحمار موكفاً ، وحلب العنزِ بِيدي، ولُبس الصوفِ، والتَّسليم علَ الصبيانِ؛ لتَونَ سنَّةً من بعدِي

342. حمسهِم ويبيانص لع مّلسوي الأنصار زوره عليه وآله: كانَ يال صل صحيح ابن حبان عن أنس: أنَّ النب
.رؤوسهم

4.4: Reproaching the Disliking of Children

343. Sahih Muslim, narrating from ‘A’ishah who said: “A group of Bedouins came to the Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w.) and said: “Do you [Muslims] kiss your children?”

They [the Muslims] said: “Yes.”

Then the Bedouins said: “By Allah! We do not kiss them.”

The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “What can I do if Allah has taken mercy away from your
hearts?”20

344. al-Adab al-Mufrad, narrating from Abu Hurayrah who said: “At the time when al-Aqra’ ibn Habis



al-Tamimi was sitting at the presence of the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.), the Prophet kissed Hasan ibn
‘Ali al-Aqra’ said: “I have ten children, none of whom I have ever kissed.”

The Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) cast a glance at him and then said: “He who does not show compassion
will not see compassion.”21

345. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A man once came to the Prophet (s.a.w.) and said: “I have never
kissed a child.” When he left, the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “This is someone who, in my view, is
one of the people of Hell.”22

ذَم عدَم المحبة للاطفالِ‏

صحيح مسلم عن عائشة: قَدِم ناس من الأعرابِ عل رسولِ اله صل اله عليه وآله فَقالوا: أتُقَبِلونَ .343
ِلما نُقَب هالنَّا وم، فَقالوا: لم؟ فَقالوا: نَعَبيانص.

!فَقال رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: وأملكُ إن كانَ اله نَزعَ منم الرحمةَ

344. عُ بنقرالا ندَهعليه السلام، وع لع بن نسه عليه وآله حال صل هال سولر لهريرة: قَب الأدب المفرد عن أب
سجال حابِسٍ التَّميم.

!فَقال الاقرعُ: إنَّ ل عشَرةً من الۇلدِ ما قَبلت منهم أحداً

مرحم لا يرحن لا يم :قَال ه عليه وآله ثُمال صل هال سولر إلَيه فَنَظَر.

345. قال ّلا واً قَطُّ. فَلَمبِيص لتما قَب :ه عليه وآله فَقالال صل ِالنَّب َإل لجر الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: جاء
.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: هذا رجل عندِي أنَّه من أهل النّارِ

4.5: The Boundaries of Love to Children

“O you who believe! Let not your wealth, or your children, divert you from the remembrance of
Allah; and whoever does that, these are the losers.”23

“O you who believe! Surely from your wives and your children there is an enemy to you; therefore
beware of them; and if you pardon and forbear and forgive, then surely Allah is Forgiving,



Merciful.”24

346. The Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) said, while giving advice to ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud: “O Ibn Mas’ud!
Your sympathy to your family and children should not drive you to disobedience [to Allah] and to
unlawful things, for Allah the Exalted says in regards to Judgment Day: “The Day whereon neither
wealth nor sons will avail, ‘Except for him who comes to Allah with a safe heart.”25 26

347. Sunan al-Tirmidhi, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas that a person had once asked him about the verse: “O
you who believe! Surely from your wives and your children there is an enemy to you; therefore beware of
them; …”27

He answered: “There were some people from Mecca who had embraced Islam and they wanted to go to
the Prophet (s.a.w.), but their wives and children did not let them leave to visit him (s.a.w.). When they
finally did come to meet the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.), they saw that people had become
knowledgeable in religion and they wanted to punish them, but Allah sent down the verse: “O you who
believe! Surely from your wives and your children there is an enemy to you; therefore beware of them;
….”28

348. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, to one of his companions: “Do not let your wife and children become your
entire concern, for if your wife and children are the friends (awliya’) of Allah, He will not neglect the life of
His friends, and if they are the enemies of Allah why should you be concerned and preoccupied with the
enemies of Allah?”29

349. Mustadrak al-Wasail: “It is said that when Imam ‘Ali’s two children ‘Abbas and Zainab were infants,
the Imam had said to ‘Abbas: “Say one.” He said: “One.” He (a.s.) said: “Say two.” He said: “I feel shy
to say two with the tongue I have used to say ‘one’.” Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) kissed him on his eyes and then
turned to Zainab who was standing on his left side and ‘Abbas was on his right.

Zainab said: “Dear father! Do you love us?”

He said: “Yes, my child! Our children are our livers.”

She said: “O father! Two loves cannot exist in a believer’s heart: the love of Allah and the love of
children, and if it is a must, then let it be that sympathy is for us and pure love is for Allah.” After this,
‘Ali’s love for them increased.30

350. Mustadrak al-Wasail, narrating that ‘Ali ibn Abu Talib (a.s.) had a son and a daughter and he once
kissed his son in front of his daughter. The daughter said: “O father! Do you love him?” He (a.s.) said:
“Yes.” She said: I thought you love none but Allah.” He wept and then said: “Love is for Allah and
compassion is for children.”31

351. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “My father (a.s.) said: “By Allah! I act with one of my children and
make him sit on my knees, show him much affection and thank him a lot, even though my other child is



right; but I do so for the sake of protecting him from that child and from others, so that they might not do
the same thing against him as the brothers of Yusuf (a.s.) done to him. Allah did not send down the
Chapter of Yusuf other than to be an example so that some of us do not feel envy towards others as
Yusuf’s brothers envied and wronged him.”32

نطاق المحبة بِالاولادِ

.(يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا لا تُلْهِم اموالُم و لا اولادكم عن ذِكرِ اله و من يفْعل ذلكَ فَاولئكَ هم الْخاسرونَ)

(غَفُور هنَّ الوا فَارتَغْف وا وفَحتَص فُوا ونْ تَعا و موهذَرفَاح مَا لدُوع ملادِكوا و مِزْواجا ننَّ منُوا اآم ا الَّذِينهييا ا
يمحر).

رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله‐ ف موعظَته بن مسعودٍ‐ يا بن مسعودٍ، لا تَحملَنَّكَ الشَّفَقَةُ عل أهلكَ وۇلدِكَ .346
يملبِقَلْبٍ س هال َتا نم نُونَ* الا ب و مال نْفَعلا ي موي) :قولي تَعال هنَّ الفَا ،رامالحو عاصالم الدُّخولِ ف َلع) .

347. ملادِكوا و مِزْواجا ننَّ منُوا اآم ا الَّذِينهييا ا) :الآية ن هذهع لجر ألَها ساس‐ لمسنن الترمذي عن ابن عب
عدُوا لَم فَاحذَروهم)‐ هولاء رِجال أسلَموا من أهل مةَ وأرادوا أن يأتُوا النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله، فَاب أزواجهم
وا النّاساه عليه وآله رال ه صلال سولا أتَوا ره عليه وآله، فَلَمال ه صلال سولأتوا رم أن يدَعوهم أن يهوأولاد
مَا لدُوع ملادِكوا و مِزْواجا ننَّ منُوا اآم ا الَّذِينهييا ا) :وجل عز هال لم، فَأنزبوهعاقوا أن‏ يمه الدِّين هوا فقَد فَق
موهذَرفَاح).

348. ياءلَدُكَ أولن أهلُكَ وون يلَدِكَ، فَاكَ ووكَ بِأهلشُغل أكثَر لَنلا تَجع ‐عضِ أصحابِهبعليه السلام‐ ل الإمام عل
هال كَ وشُغلُكَ بِأعداءما هفَم هال ونوا أعداءوإن ي ،هياءأول ضيعلا ي هنَّ الفَا هال!

مستدرك الوسائل: قيل: لَما كانَ العباس وزَينَب ولَدَي عل عليه السلام صغيرين، قال عل للعباسِ: قُل: .349
واحدٌ، فَقال: واحدٌ، فَقال: قُل: اثنانِ، قال: أستَح أن أقول بِاللّسانِ الّذي قُلت واحدٌ: اثنانِ. فَقَبل عل عليه السلام
عينَيه، ثُم التَفَت إل زَينَب وكانَت عل يسارِه والعباس عن يمينه، فَقالَت: يا ابتاه أتُحبنا؟ قال: نَعم يا بن، أولادنا
.أكبادنا

هل بالحدَّ لَنا فَالشَّفَقَةُ لَنا والأولادِ، وإن كانَ لاب بوح هال بح ،نؤمقَلبِ الم عانِ فجتَمانِ لا يبح ،تاهفَقالَت: يا أب
.خالصاً



.فَازداد عل عليه السلام بِهِما حباً

350. هبدَي البِنتِ، فَقالَت: أتُحي ينب الابن لفَقَب ،وبِنت بٍ عليه السلام ابنطال أب بن لعمستدرك الوسائل: كانَ ل
.يا أبه؟ قال: بل، قالَت: ظَنَنت أنَّكَ لا تُحب أحداً من دونِ اله. فَب، ثُم قال: الحب له، والشَّفَقَةُ للأولادِ

351. رذِي واكثفَخ لع هسۇلدِي واجل عضب عصان ّإن هالدي عليه السلام: ووال الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: قال
لما فَع صنَعوا بِهي ّى؛ لن غَيرِهوم نهم لَيهحافَظَةً عن من ۇلدِي، ولم غَيرِهل قوإنَّ الح ،رُّالش لَه رةَ، واكثبحالم لَه
لَيهغَوا عوب تُه‏ إخوفدَ بيوسسما حعضاً كنا بعضدَ بحسيلا يل أمثا إ فةَ يوسسور هال لوما أنز ،تُه‏ إخوفبِيوس.

4.6: Justice Between Children

352. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Observe equality between your children when giving gifts, and if I was
to give preference to anyone, I would give preference to the women.”33

353. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Be just between your children when giving something.”34

354. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Be just between your children when granting things to them in the
same manner that you would like them to be just with you in obedience and kindness.”35

355. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah the Exalted likes for you to be equal between your children, even
when kissing them.”36

356. al-‘Ayal, narrating from al-Hasan37 who said: “The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) was once speaking
with his companions when a child entered and went to a corner of the mosque to his father. The father
pat his son’s head and sat him on his right knee. After a while, his daughter entered and went towards
him, and he pat her on her head and made her sit on the ground.”

The Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “Why didn’t you seat her on your other knee?”

Then the man seated her on his other knee, and the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “Now you have done
justice.”38

357. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The Prophet once saw a man who had two children and he kissed one of
them and left the other. [At this time] the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said to him: “Should you not treat
them equally?”39

358. Sahih Bukhari, narrating from Nu’man ibn Bashir who said: “My father gave me a gift, but [my
mother] ÝAmarah bint RawÁÎah said: “I will not be pleased until you make the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.) witness this.”



Therefore, he went to the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) and said: “O Messenger of Allah! I gave a gift to
my son who is from ‘Amarah bint Rawahah and she has told me to take you as a witness.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Have you given a similar gift to your other children?”

He said: “No.” So, the Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Have fear in Allah and do justice between your children.”

Then he returned and took back his gift.”40

359. Sharh al-Nahj al-Balaghah: “Hasan (a.s.) was the eldest child of ‘Ali (a.s.) and he was noble,
gracious, patient and an eloquent speaker, and the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) loved him. One day the
Prophet (s.a.w.) made a competition between Hasan (a.s.) and Husayn (a.s.) and Hasan won, so the
Prophet (s.a.w.) seated him on his right knee and seated Husayn on his left knee.”41

العدل بين الاولادِ

352. ساءّالن لتداً لَفَضأح ًفَضم نتفَلَو ك ،ةيطالع م فأولادِك ينوا بوه عليه وآله: سال ه صلرسول ال.

353. ةيطالع م فأولادِك ينه عليه وآله: اعدِلُوا بال عنه صل.

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: اعدِلُوا بين أولادِكم ف النُّحل، كما تُحبونَ أن يعدِلوا بينَم ف البِرِ واللُّطفِ .354

355. لالقُب ف ّتم حأولادِك ينأن تَعدِلوا ب بحي تَعال هه عليه وآله: إنَّ الال عنه صل.

356. ف أبيه إل انتَه َّتح ِبص إذ جاء هأصحاب دِّثحه عليه وآله يال صل هال سولينا رالعيال عن الحسن: ب
ناحية القَوم، فَمسح رأسه وأقعدَه عل فَخذِه اليمن. قال: فَلَبِث قَليً فَجاءت ابنَةٌ لَه حتَّ انتَهت إلَيه، فَمسح رأسها
الاخرى، فَقال ذِهفَخ للَها عمذِكَ الاخرى، فَحفَخ لع ّه عليه وآله: فَهال صل هال سولر الأرضِ. فَقال دَها فوأقع
. صل اله عليه وآله: الآنَ عدَلت‏

357. فَقال .كَ الآخَرما وتَردَهأح للَدانِ‏ فَقَبو لَه ًجر ره عليه وآله أبصال صل ِعليه السلام: إنَّ النَّب الإمام عل
.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: فَهّ واسيت بينَهما

صحيح البخاري عن النعمان بن بشير: أعطان أب عطيةً، فَقالَت عمرةُ بِنت رواحةَ: لا أرض حتّ تُشهِدَ .358
.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله



فأت رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله فَقال: إنّ أعطَيت ابن من عمرةَ بِنتِ رواحةَ عطيةً فَأمرتن أن اشهِدَكَ يا
هال سولر.

.قال: أعطَيت سائر ۇلدِكَ مثل هذا؟ قال: لا

تَهيطع دفَر عجفَر :م. قالأولادِك يناعدِلوا بو هفَاتَّقُوا ال :قال.

شرح نهج البلاغة: كانَ الحسن عليه السلام أكبر ۇلدِ عل، وكانَ سيِدا سخيا حليما خَطيبا، وكانَ رسول اله .359
أجلَس ثُم ،منالي ذِهفَخ لع هفَأجلَس ،نسالح قبفَس ينَهوب ينسالح ينوما بي قساب ،هبحه عليه وآله يال صل
.الحسين علَ الفَخذِ اليسرى

Being Just Between Children

One of the important discussions in raising children is the administration of justice by parents among
their children in being affectionate to them and in giving material resources to them. This issue can be
analysed from both a jurisprudential view and from an upbringing perspective.42

The issue that is focused on here is the applying of fairness between children from the second point of
view.

Administering justice among children can have certain important upbringing effects that can be
mentioned as follows:

1- The children in accordance will themselves do good to their parents and observe their rights.

2- They will not be unjust to their own children.

3- Being just between children will prevent them from envy and taking vengeance on each other.

4- More importantly, the child will be brought up from the very beginning of his life with the spirit of being
fair and the just behaviour of the family will provide a ground for social justice.

Injustice and discriminatory treatment of the children not only deprives the parents from their love, but it
also endangers the future of the children. This is why scholars of education and upbringing in the
present era have considered the observing of justice in treating children necessary for the upbringing of
virtuous people.

Islam emphasized on this matter fourteen centuries ago and the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) used to
order the Muslims to observe justice not only in granting material things [like gifts] but also even in



kissing their children.

It is evident that fair behaviour does not mean equal and similar treatment. In many times it happens that
observing justice requires that the father interacts more with some of his children because of the
differences in their talents or due a sickness, or other issues. This is not considered as injustice, and in
these cases he must explain the reasons for his treatment.

When the father feels that observing the rights of one of the children will bring about some negative or
dangerous consequences, he should stop it, as Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) says:

“My father (a.s.) said: “By Allah! I act with one of my children and make him sit on my knees, show him
much affection and thank him a lot, even though my other child is right; but I do so for the sake of
protecting him from that child and from others, so that they might not do the same thing against him as
the brothers of Yusuf (a.s.) done to him. Allah did not send down the Chapter of Yusuf other than to be
an example so that some of us do not feel envy towards others as Yusuf’s brothers envied and wronged
him.”43

As mentioned in this tradition, Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) in order to prevent the envy of some of his children to
each other and its evil results not only showed affection to the child whom he must be affectionate more
to than the others, but he also showed affection to the other child who was jealous, and in this way he
protects the favoured child from the danger of his brother’s jealousy. This is an important lesson for the
upbringers, especially for the fathers and mothers.

4.7: Fulfilling a Promise

360. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Love children, be kind to them, and whenever you promise something
to them, fulfil it, for they do not know other than thinking that their sustenance is from you.”44

361. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If any of you promises his child, he should fulfil it.”45

362. al-Sunan al-Kubra, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amir ibn Rabi’ah who said: “The Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w.) came to our house while I was a little child. I went to out play and my mother told me: “O
‘Abdullah! Come in so I can give you something.”

The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) asked her: “What do you want to give him?”

She answered: “I want to give him some dates.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “Beware that if you do not do so, it will be written for you as a lie.”46

363. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Telling a lie is improper, whether being a joke or serious. It is also wrong
when one of you promises his child and does not fulfil it, for lying leads to debauchery.”47



363. Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) said: “When you promise children you must fulfil it for them, for they think it
is you that gives them sustenance. Indeed Allah does not get angry for anything the way He gets angry
for the sake of women and children.”48

الوفاء بِالوعدِ

360. درونَ إم لا ينَّهم؛ فَام شَيئاً فَفوا لَهدتُموهعم، وإذا وموهارحبيانَ ووا الصبه عليه وآله: أحال ه صلرسول ال
.أنَّم تَرزُقونَهم

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: إذا واعدَ أحدُكم صبِيه فَلينجِز .361

362. ،غيرص ِبيتَنا وأنا صه عليه وآله بال ه صلال سولر ه بن عامر بن ربيعة: جاءبرى عن عبدالالسنن ال
.فَذَهبت ألعب، فَقالَت ل ام: يا عبدَ اله تَعال اعطيكَ

لأما إنَّكِ لَو لَم تَفع :تَمرا، قال هيعطأن ا دت؟ قَالَت: أرهيدتِ أن تُعطره عليه وآله: ما اال صل هال سولر فَقال
.لَتبت علَيكِ كذبةٌ

363. ذِبإنَّ ال ،لَه فلا ي ثُم هبِيم صدُكحدَ اعولا أن ي ،زلذِبِ جِدٌّ و لا هن الم صلُحعليه السلام: لا ي الإمام عل
.يهدي إلَ الفُجورِ

364. لَيس هم، إنَّ التَرزُقونَه م الّذينَّونَ أنرم ينَّهم؛ فَابيانَ فَفوا لَهدتُم الصعاظم عليه السلام: إذا والإمام ال
.يغضب لشَ‏ء كغَضبِه للنّساء والصبيانِ

Fulfilling Promises and its Function in the Upbringing of Children

When a child becomes aware and starts to understand things, he is given promises made by his
parents, and some of them are fulfilled and some are not. Islam has given significance to the fulfilment of
promises and highly emphasises on it. The reason for this emphasis can be analysed and explained in
the following:

The moral aspect of the matter, in that all concur that breaching a promise is a bad moral characteristic,
and this goes for everyone including children.

Another aspect is it sets a bad example for the child. Breaching a promise is forbidden in general, but in



regards to children, because of their age and special upbringing circumstances, it is of a more particular
importance. A child takes examples from the behaviour of others, his parents in particular, and since
taking example is done in the childhood age, it has a deeper and longer lasting effect on the child’s
personality in a way that correcting any mistake will be impossible or very difficult.

A third aspect is the negative effects it will have on the child’s future relation with Allah. Some
researches have shown that the child’s relation with Allah is influenced by the parents’ relationship with
their child. Before a child becomes familiar with the concept of Allah, he considers his parents, especially
the father, as his master and person of authority. In other words, he believes the parent carries the role
of lordship for him, and this is why a child considers his parents always correct and faultless and that
they possess all perfections and virtues. A child does not even imagine that they may have a slight
defect or deficiency. Now, if the parents do not fulfil the promises that they have given to their child, he
will relate this breach of promise to the concept of lordship and in the future this will subconsciously have
a negative effect on his relation with Allah.

The expression in the following tradition gives testimony to this: “They think that their sustenance is from
you.”

The concept which a child understands about Allah is His attribute of ‘giving sustenance’, and in a child’s
view, giving sustenance is equal to His Lordship. So, if he sees a breach of a promise by the lord of his
childhood period, he will be always pessimistic towards the Lord Almighty and His position. An Islamic
tradition says: “Heaven under the feet of mothers.” can be relatively considered connected to this. This
means that besides the efforts that mothers make for the religious upbringing of a child, the form of the
mother’s communication with the child has an important effect in the formation of the child’s outlook to
Allah Almighty and this can be effective on the child’s future in this regard.

4.8: Bringing Happiness

365. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is a house in Heaven which is called [the house of] happiness
and no one will enter it except he who brings happiness to children.”49

366. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Buy meat for your children, and remind them of Friday.”50

367. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is a house in Heaven which is called [the house of] happiness
and no one will enter it except he who brings happiness to the orphans of the believers.”51

368. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who adopts an orphan until he becomes self-sufficient will be
granted from Allah Heaven by necessity, and in the same way He has made Hellfire incumbent for the
consumer of the wealth of an orphan.”52

369. al-Kafi, narrating from Habib ibn Abu Thabit who said: “Some honey and figs were brought for the
Commander of the faithful (a.s.) from Hamadan and Hulwan,53 and he (a.s.) asked the chiefs of the



tribes to bring all their orphans. He then gave them the brim of the sacs of honey to lick and he divided
the containers of honey one by one between the people. He was asked: “O Commander of the faithful!
Why do they lick the honey?”

He answered: The leader is the father of the orphans, and I made them lick the honey in the [absent]
position of their fathers.”54

370. Rabi’ al-Abrar, narrating from Abu Tufayl who said: “I saw ‘Ali (a.s.) calling the orphans and making
them eat honey to the extent that one of his companions said: “I wish I was an orphan.”55

371. al-Manaqib, narrating from Ibn Shahr Ashub who said: “‘Ali (a.s.) saw a woman who was carrying a
water-skin full of water on her shoulder, so he took the water-skin from her and took it to her house. He
then asked her about their life [She did not know who he was].

The woman said: “‘Ali ibn Abu Talib sent my husband to one of the borders and he was killed and left
these orphaned children for me; and I have nothing, so my neediness made me work as a servant for
people.”

‘Ali (a.s.) returned and slept uneasily that night, and when he woke up in the morning, he carried a
basket of food. A person said to him: “Let me carry it for you!” He said: “Who will carry my burden for
me on the Judgment Day?”

Then he went to the woman’s house and knocked on the door. The woman said: “Who is it?”

He (a.s.) said: “I am the same servant who carried your water- skin yesterday. Open the door as I have
brought some things for the children.”

The woman said: “May Allah be pleased with you and may He judge between me and ‘Ali ibn Abu
Talib.”

Then ‘Ali (a.s.) entered the house and said: “I would indeed like to obtain reward, so would you knead
and bake bread, or would you entertain the children so that I could bake the bread?”

The woman said: “I am better and more capable in baking bread, so you be with the children and
entertain them until I finish baking bread.”

The woman took the flour and kneaded it while ‘Ali (a.s.) picked up the meat and cooked it, and in the
meantime, he made morsels from dates, meat, and other food stuffs and fed it to the children. Whenever
each of the children ate something, he would say to them: “My dear child! Forgive ‘Ali ibn Abu Talib for
what he has done to you!”

When the woman kneaded the flour, she said: “O servant of Allah! Kindle the oven!”

‘Ali (a.s.) hastened to kindle the oven, and when he lit it and the heat struck his face, he ceaselessly



said: “O ‘Ali! Taste! This is the retribution of the one who leaves widows and orphans alone.”

Another woman who knew ‘Ali (a.s.) came and saw him and she said to the mother: “Woe unto you!
This is the Commander of the faithful.”

The woman came to him in a confused state and said: “O Commander of the faithful! Shame on me!”

‘Ali (a.s.) said: “O servant of Allah! But it is me who should be ashamed for neglecting your affairs and
needs.”56

372. Kashf al-Yaqin: “It is narrated that one night ‘Ali (a.s.) met a poor woman who had some little
children who were crying from hunger. The woman was keeping them occupied to make them sleep by
lighting a fire under a pot which only contained some water so the children would think that there was
food in it and she was cooking it for them.

The Commander of the faithful (a.s.) became aware of her condition and went to her house with Qanbar.
He (a.s.) took along with him a basket of dates, a bag of flour, some fat, rice and bread, and he carried
them on his holy shoulder. Qanbar wanted to carry them but he did not let him.

When he reached the woman’s house, he asked permission to enter and she gave him permission. He
then poured some rice and fat in a pot to cook, and when it was cooked he gave it to the children and
told them to eat.

When they became full, he started to roam around the house and bleating for them and they were
laughing.

As soon as he and Qanbar left the house, Qanbar told him: “O master! I saw some odd things tonight. I
understood the cause of some of them, like carrying the provisions for earning reward, but I did not
understand the reason for you going around the house and bleating.”

He (a.s.) said: “O Qanbar! I went to these children while they were crying out of severe hunger and I
wanted to leave them while they were full and laughing and I did not find any way [for making them
laugh] other than by what I did.”57

إدخال السرورِ

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: إنَّ ف الجنَّة داراً يقال لَها: الفَرح، لا يدخُلُها إ من فَرح الصبيانَ .365

366. ةعمالج ومم يروهوذَك ،اللَّحم مبيانصه عليه وآله: اشتَروا لال عنه صل.



367. نينؤمالم تامي حن فَرم دخُلُها إلاي ،حالفَر لَها: دار قالداراً ي نَّةالج ه عليه وآله: إنّ فال عنه صل.

368. لآك بما أوجنَّةَ، ككَ الجبِذل لَه وجل عز هال بأوج ،ستَغني ّتتيماً حي ن عاله عليه وآله: مال عنه صل
النّار تيممالِ الي .

369. رملوانَ‏ ، فَادانَ وحمن هم وتين لسعليه السلام ع نينؤمأميرِ الم إل ثابت: جاء عن حبيب بن أب افال
يا أمير :لَه لنّاسِ قَدَحاً قَدَحاً، فَقيلها لمقَسي وقُونَها، وهلعزقاقِ‏ يؤوسِ الان رم منَهمفَا ،تامأتوا بِاليأن ي فاءرالع
الآباء ةم هذا بِرِعايقتُهوإنَّما ألع ،تامو اليأب إنَّ الإمام :فَقال م يما لَه ،نينؤمالم.

370. :أصحابِه عضب قال ّتح ،لسالع مهمطعفَي تامو اليدعاً عليه السلام ييلع يتاالطفيل: ر ربيع الأبرار عن أب
.لَودِدت أنّ كنت يتيما

بةَ فَحملَها إل موضعها، .371 بةُ ماء، فَاخَذَ منها القر المناقب لابن شهر آشوب: نَظَر عل إلَ امراة عل كتفها قر
ولَيس ،تامبياناً يص َلكَ عوتَر ،لعضِ الثُّغورِ فَقُتب إل ببٍ صاحطال أب بن لع عثها، فَقالَت: بن حاللَها عاوس
.عندي شَ‏ء، فَقَد ألجاتن الضرورةُ إل خدمة النّاسِ

لحمن يم :نكَ، فَقالع لُهأحم نم: أعطهعضب فَقال ،فيه طَعام ًزِنبي لمح حا أصبقاً. فَلَمقَل لَيلَتَه وبات فرفَانص
وِزري عنّ يوم القيامة؟! فَات وقَرعَ الباب، فَقالَت: من هذا؟

بةَ، فَافتَح فَانَّ مع شَيئاً للصبيانِ .قال: أنا ذلكَ العبدُ الَّذي حمل معكِ القر

!فَقالَت: رض اله عنكَ وحم بين وبين عل بن أب طالبٍ

خبِزبيانَ لا‏ الصلينّلأن تُع ينوب ،‏ وتَخبِزينأن تَعجِنين ينالثَّوابِ، فَاختاري ب ساباكت بتأحب ّإن :وقال فَدَخَل
أنا.لعقونَها؟

.فَقالَت: أنا بِالخَبزِ أبصر وعلَيه أقدَر، ولن شَأنَكَ والصبيانَ فَعلّلهم حتّ افرغَ من الخَبزِ

،التَّمرِ وغَيرِهو ن اللَّحمبيانَ مالص ملقي لعوج ،خَهفَطَب اللَّحم َعليه السلام إل لدَ عموع ،نَتهجفَع الدَّقيق َدَت إلمفَع
.فَلَّما ناول الصبيانَ من ذلكَ شَيئاً قال لَه: يا بنَ، اجعل عل بن أب طالبٍ ف حل مما مر ف أمرِكَ



فَلَما اختَمر العجين قالَت: يا عبدَ اله، سجِرِ التَّنّور . فَبادر لسجرِه، فَلَما أشعلَه ولَفَح ف وجهِه جعل يقول: ذُق يا
تاماليو لرامالا عين ضم زاءهذا ج !لع.

نكَ يا أميرم يايوا ح :تَقول رأةُ وهتِ المرفَباد :قال .نينؤمالم كِ! هذا أميريحفَقالَت: و ،أةٌ تَعرِفُهامر أتهفَر
نينؤمالم!

!فَقال: بل وا حياي منكِ يا أمةَ اله فيما قَصرت ف أمرِكِ

372. ،الجوع نونَ مبي غارص لَها أطفال ينَةسم ةاامر َلاجتازَ لَيلَةً ع [اً عليه السلام‏يلع] أنَّه وِيكشف اليقين: ر
وه تُشاغلُهم وتُلهيهِم حتّ يناموا، وكانَت قَد أشعلَت ناراً تَحت قدرٍ فيها ماء لا غَير، وأوهمتهم أنَّ فيها طَعاماً
.تَطبخُه لَهم

قيق‏ دةَ تَمرٍ وجِرابرقَوص جخرفَا ،هنزِلم إل رقَنب عهعليه السلام وم شعليه السلام حالَها، فَم نينؤمالم أمير فرفَع
وشَيئاً من الشَّحم والارزِّ والخُبزِ، وحملَه عل كتفه الشَّريفِ، فَطَلَب قَنبر حملَه، فَلَم يفعل. فَلَما وصل إل بابِ
.المراة استَأذَنَ علَيها، فَاذِنَت لَه ف الدُّخولِ

هم بِأكلهرغارِ وأملصل (هبقَر) فَهرع ن نَضجِهغَ ما فَرفَلَم ،الشَّحم نم ‏ءَش هعدرِ ومالق زِّ فرالا نشَيئاً م رمفَا.

.فَلَما شَبِعوا أخَذَ يطوف بِالبيتِ ويبعبِع لَهم، فَاخَذوا ف الضحكِ

فَلَما خَرج عليه السلام قال لَه قَنبر: يا مولاي، رايت اللَّيلَةَ شَيئاً عجيباً قَد علمت سبب بعضه؛ وهو حملُكَ للزادِ طَلَباً
!للثَّوابِ، أما طَوافُكَ بِالبيتِ عل يدَيكَ ورِجلَيكَ والبعبعةُ فَما أدري سبب ذلكَ

فَقال عليه السلام: يا قَنبر، إنّ دخَلت عل هولاء الاطفالِ وهم يبونَ من شدَّة الجوع، فَاحببت أن أخرج عنهم وهم
لتوى ما فَعباً سبفَلَم أجِد س ،بعّالش عونَ مضحي.
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Chapter 5: Ornamentation and Playing

5.1: Ornamenting Children

373. al-Kafi, narrating from Abu Sabah who said: “I asked Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) about ornamenting
children with gold and he (a.s.) said: “‘Ali ibn al-Husayn [al-Sajjad] (a.s.) would put gold and silver
ornaments [jewellery] on his children and women.”1

374. al-Kafi, narrating from Husayn ibn Khalid who said: “When I asked Abu al-Hasan al-Ridha (a.s.)
about when to congratulate for a child’s birth, he said: ‘When Hasan ibn ‘Ali (a.s.) was born Gabriel
descended on the seventh day to congratulate the Prophet (s.a.w.) and ordered him to choose a name



and nickname for him, shave his head, sacrifice an offering and make a hole on his ear. The same thing
happened when Husayn (a.s.) was born, where on the seventh day Gabriel came to the Prophet (s.a.w.)
and ordered him to do the same things.” He then said: “They had two ringlets on the left ear. The hole in
the right ear was on the earlobe and the hole on the left ear was on the upper part. The right ear had an
earring (qurt) and the left ear had an ear ornament (shanf).”2

تَزيين الأطفالِ‏

373. بن لكانَ ع :بيانُ، فَقالالص بِه َّلحبِ يالذَّه نعليه السلام ع هبدِ الأبا ع ألتباح: سالص عن أب افال
ةضالفبِ وبِالذَّه هساءون ۇلدَه ّلحعليه السلام ي ينسالح.

الاف عن الحسين بن خالد: سألت أبا الحسن الرِضا عليه السلام عن التَّهنىة بِالولَدِ مت؟ فَقال: انَّه قال: لَما .374
ۇلدَ الحسن بن عل عليه السلام هبطَ جبرئيل بِالتَّهنىة علَ النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله ف اليوم السابِع، وأمره أن
ابِعالس ومالي ف عليه السلام، أتاه ينسدَ الحۇل كَ كانَ حينذلوك ،ذُنَها ثقُبوي نهع قعوي هأسر قحلوي هيّنوي هيمسي
ذُنِ، وفالا ةشَحم ف منذُنِ اليالا ف رِ، وكانَ الثَّقبسالقَرنِ الأي تانِ فما ذُؤابوكانَ لَه :كَ. قالذل ثلبِم هرمفَا
.اليسرى ف أعلَ الاذُنِ، فَالقُرطُ ف اليمن والشَّنف‏ ف اليسرى

5.2: Praising the Playfulness of Children

375. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The child’s playfulness in his childhood causes his intellect to
strengthen in his adult age.”3

376. al-Kafi, narrating from Salih ibn ‘Aqabah who said: “I heard the ‘Righteous Servant’ [Imam al-
Kazim] (a.s.) say: “It is a recommended practice for a child to play in his childhood so that he becomes
patient in his adult age.” Then he said: “It is not right to do otherwise.”

It also narrated that the most intelligent of children are those who hate schooling the most.4

مدح عرامة الصبِ‏

375. رِهبك ف هقلع ةٌ فزِياد غَرِهص ف بةُ الصرامه عليه وآله: عال ه صلرسول ال.

الاف عن صالح بن عقبة: سمعت العبدَ الصالح عليه السلام يقول: تُستَحب عرامةُ الصبِ ف صغَرِه ليونَ .376
.حليماً ف كبرِه، ثُم قال: ما ينبغ أن يونَ إ هذا



. وروِي أنَّ أكيس الصبيانِ أشَدُّهم بغضاً للتّابِ‏

5.3: Allowing a Child to Play

377. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Leave the child alone to play for seven years, then he is to be
disciplined for seven years, and then keep him close to you for seven years. If he became prosperous
then that is good, but if not, he is among those in whom there is no good.”5

378. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said: “The Prophet (s.a.w.) said to the two [Hasan and Husayn] (a.s.):
“Stand up and wrestle each other.”

They stood up to wrestle when Fatimah (a.s.) who had gone out for some needs had come back home
and heard the Prophet (s.a.w.) saying: “Again, O Hasan! Take Husayn firmly and knock him down!”

So she said to her father: “O father, what a wonder! Do you encourage one against the other? Do you
encourage the elder against the younger?”

Then he (s.a.w.) said to her: “O daughter! Are you not happy that I say: “O Hasan! Take Husayn firmly
and knock him down,” while my beloved Gabriel is saying: “O Husayn! Take Hasan firmly and knock him
down?”6

379. al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, narrating from Abu Ayub al-Ansari who said: “I went to the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.) while Hasan and Husayn were sitting in front of him on his lap playing, so I said: “O Messenger
of Allah! Do you love them?”

He said: “How can I not love them and they are my two basils that I scent in this world.”7

380. al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, narrating from Abu Sa’id who said: “The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) was
praying when Husayn (a.s.) came in and took hold of the Prophet’s neck. Then he (s.a.w.) stood up and
held Husayn’s hand and kept on holding it until he went to bow.”8

381. Sharh al-Akhbar, narrating from Ja’far ibn Farwi who narrates: “The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.)
was sitting down with his companions when Hasan and Husayn (a.s.) came to him. They were young
and they were leaping on him, so at times he would bring his head down for them and at other times he
would pick them up and kiss them. A man who was in his gathering was looking at him with
astonishment to what he was doing. He said: “O Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.), I don’t think I have ever
kissed my child.” The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) got angry so much that the colour of his skin changed
and he said to the man: “If Allah has extracted mercy from your heart, then what can I do to you? He
who does not have mercy on our little ones and honours our elders is not considered among us.”9

382. Sunan al-Nisai, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Shaddad, from his father who said: “In one of the
evening and night prayers the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) came to us while he was carrying either



Hasan or Husayn. The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) came forward and put him on the ground. Then he
performed his takbir and started his prayer. During his prayer he prostrated for a long time. My father
said: “I raised my head and I saw a child on the back of the Messenger of Allah while he was prostrated,
then I returned back to my prostration. When the Messenger of Allah finished the prayer, the people
said: “O Messenger of Allah! You had a long prostration in the middle of your prayers in a way that we
thought something might have happened or something was being revealed unto you.”

He said: “It was neither, but my son mounted on my shoulder and I did not like to dismount him hastily
until he finished what he was doing.”10

383. al-Manaqib, narrating from Ibn Shahr Ashub from Layth ibn Sa’d who said: “The Prophet (s.a.w.)
was praying one day with a group of people when Husayn who was a young boy was beside him.
Whenever the Prophet (s.a.w.) fell in prostration, Husayn (a.s.) would come and mount on his shoulder
and then shake his feet saying: “Hie! Hie!”

When the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) wanted to raise his head, he would take him and put him beside him,
and as soon as he prostrated again, Husayn would return on his back and say: “Hie! Hie!” He did not
cease doing it until the Prophet (s.a.w.) finished his prayers.

It was at this time that a Jew said: “O Muhammad! You treat the children a way that we do not.”

The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed if you believed in Allah and His Messenger, you would certainly be
kind to the children.”

The Jew said: “I therefore believe in Allah and His Messenger.” He became a Muslim when he saw the
generosity of someone who was of very high ranking importance.”11

384. al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihain, narrating from Ya’la al-‘Àmiri who said: “He [Yahya] went out with
the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) to a feast they were invited to. The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) was
walking in front of the group and Husayn was playing with some boys. When the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.) wanted to take him, the child [Husayn] would run around here and there, so the Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w.) made him laugh until he took him.

He (s.a.w.) put one of his hands under his neck and the other hand under his chin, and then kissed him
on his mouth.

He (s.a.w.) then said: “Husayn is from me and I am from Husayn. Allah loves he who loves Husayn.
Husayn is an offspring (sibt) among the offsprings (asbat of the prophets).”12 13

385. al-Manaqib, by Ibn Shahr Ashub narrates from ‘Abdullah ibn Shaybah, from his father who said:
“The Prophet (s.a.w.) was called to prayer while Hasan was clinging onto him, so the Prophet (s.a.w.)
put him down in front of him and prayed. When prostrating he prolonged the prostration. From among
people, I raised my head and I saw Hasan (a.s.) on the shoulder of the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.).



When he concluded his prayers, people told him: “O Messenger of Allah! You performed a prostration in
your prayer that you do not usually perform, like as if a revelation was descending unto you.”

He (s.a.w.) said: “There was no revelation, but my son was on my shoulder, and I did not want to hasten
until he himself would come down.”

And in the narration by ‘Abdullah ibn Shaddad it is said that the Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “My son mounted
on my shoulder, and I did not like to put him down hastily until he finished what he was doing.”14

رخصةُ اللَّعبِ للصبِ‏

الإمام الصادق عليه السلام: دع ابنَكَ يلعب سبع سنين، ويودب سبع سنين، وألزِمه نَفسكَ سبع سنين، فإن .377
فيه ن لا خَيرمم فَإنّه وإ ،أفلَح.

الإمام زين العابدين عليه السلام: قال النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله لَهما [للحسن والحسين عليهما السلام‏]: قُوما .378
صل ِتِ النَّبعمها، فَدَخَلَت فَستعضِ حاجب ةُ عليها السلام فمت فاطجصطَرِعا، وقَد خَريالآنَ فاصطَرعا، فَقاما ل
عهفَاصر ينسالح َلشُدَّ ع !نس‏ يا حإيه :قولي وه عليه وآله وهال.

!فَقالَت لَه: يا أبه، واعجباه! أتُشَجِع هذا عل هذا، أتُشَجِع البير علَ الصغيرِ؟

فَقال لَها: يا بنَيةُ، أما تَرضين أن اقول أنا: يا حسن، شُدَّ علَ الحسين فَاصرعه، وهذا حبيب جبرئيل يقول: يا
حسين، شُدَّ علَ الحسن فَاصرعه؟

المعجم البير عن أب أيوب الأنصاري: دخَلت عل رسولِ اله صل اله عليه وآله والحسن والحسين عليهما .379
السلام يلعبانِ بين يدَيه وف حجرِه، فَقُلت: يا رسول اله أتُحبهما؟ قال: وكيف لا احبهما وهما ريحانَتاي من الدُّنيا
!أشَمهما

380. نُقع مفَالتَز ،ّلصه عليه وآله يال ه صلال سولعليه السلام ور ينسالح سعيد: جاء بير عن أبالمعجم ال
عكر ّتها حمسل مزفَلَم ي ،دِهوأخَذَ بِي بِه ه عليه وآله، فَقامال صل ِالنَّب.

شرح الأخبار عن جعفر بن فروي بإسناده: أنّ رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله كانَ جالساً مع أصحابِه، إذ .381
أقبل إلَيه الحسن والحسين عليهما السلام وهما صغيرانِ، فَجعلا ينزوانِ‏ علَيه، فَمرةً يضع لَهما رأسه، ومرةً يأخُذُهما
َلَدا إلو لتقَب ّأن ما أعلَم ،هال سوليا ر :قال كَ، ثُمن ذلِبِ مجتَعالمك إلَيه نظُري هلَسائن جم لجما، ورلَهفَقَب ،إلَيه



!قَطُّ

فَغَضب رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله حتَّ التَمع لَونُه، فَقال للرجل: إن كانَ اله قَد نَزعَ الرحمةَ من قَلبِكَ فَما
.أصنَع بِكَ؟ من لَم يرحم صغيرنا ويعزِز كبيرنا فَلَيس منَّا

382. َلاتإحدى ص ه عليه وآله فال صل هال سوللَينا رع جه بن شدّاد عن أبيه: خَرعن عبد ال سنن النسائ
العشاء وهو حامل حسناً أو حسيناً، فَتَقَدَّم رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله فَوضعه، ثُم كبر للصلاة فَصلّ، فَسجدَ
وه عليه وآله وهال صل هسولِ الظَهرِ ر لع ِبوإذا الص أسر فَعتر :أب جدَةً أطالَها، قالس هلاتص َظَهران ينب
ساجِدٌ، فَرجعت إل سجودِي. فَلَما قَض رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله الصلاةَ، قال النّاس: يا رسول اله، إنَّكَ
.سجدت بين ظَهرانَ صلاتكَ سجدَةً أطَلتَها حتّ ظَنَنَّا قَد أنَّه حدَث أمر أو أنَّه يوح إلَيكَ

تَهحاج قضي ّتح أن اعجِلَه رِهتَف لَنارتَح ابن نن، ولكَ لَم يذل لك :قال.

383. ينسالحو ةىف وماً في ّلصه عليه وآله كانَ يال صل ِالمناقب لابن شهر آشوب عن الليث بن سعد: أنَّ النَّب
:وقال ،كَ رِجلَيهرح ثُم هظَهر بكعليه السلام فَر ينسالح دَ جاءجإذا س ِوكانَ النَّب ،نهبِالقُربِ م يرغعليه السلام ص
.حل حل

وإذا أراد رسول اله أن يرفَع رأسه أخَذَه فَوضعه إل جانبِه، فَإذا سجدَ عاد عل ظَهرِه، وقال: حل حل، فَلَم يزل
هلاتن صم ِغَ النَّبفَر ّتكَ حذل لفعي.

نَحن لُهبيانِ شَيئاً ما نَفعلونَ بِالصم لَتَفعَّدُ، إنمحيا م :هودِيي فَقال!

.فَقال النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله: أما لَو كنتُم تُؤمنونَ بِاله وبِرسوله لَرحمتُم الصبيانَ

قَدرِه ظَمن‏ عم همرأى كا رلَم سلَمفَا .هولسوبِر هبِال ناؤم ّفَإن :قال.

المستدرك عل الصحيحين عن يعل العامري: أنَّه خَرج مع رسولِ اله صل اله عليه وآله إل طَعام دعوا .384
لَه، قال: فَاستَقبل رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله أمام القَوم وحسين مع الغلمانِ يلعب، فَأراد رسول اله صل اله
ّتح هضاحه عليه وآله يال صل هال سولر لعةً، فَجرنا مهاهةً ورنا مهاه رفي ِب‏ الصقفَطَف ،أخُذَهعليه وآله أن ي
أخَذَه.



الأسباط نبطٌ مس ينسينا، حسح بن أحم هال بأح ،ينسن حوأنا م ّنم ينسح :فَقال.

385. لاةص ه عليه وآله إلال صل ِالنَّب عد ه بن شيبة عن أبيه: أنَّهالمناقب لابن شهر آشوب عن عبد ال
أسر فَعتفَر ،جودالس دَ أطالجا سفَلَم ،ّلوص نبِهج قابِله عليه وآله مال صل ِالنَّب هعضفَو ،بِه قّلتَعم نسالحو
من بين القَوم فَاذا الحسن عل كتفِ رسولِ اله صل اله عليه وآله، فَلَما سلَّم قال لَه القَوم: يا رسول اله لَقَد
!سجدت ف صلاتكَ هذِه سجدَةً ما كنت تَسجدُها، كأنَّما يوح إلَيكَ

لنَز ّتح أن اعجِلَه رِهتَف فتك َلكانَ ع ابن نول ،َإل وحلَم ي :[ه عليه وآله‏ال صل] فَقال.

قضي ّتح أن اعجِلَه رِهتَف لَنهذَا ارتَح إنَّ ابن :ه عليه وآله قَالال صل شَدّادٍ أنَّه بن هبدِ الع ةرِواي وف
ِلُهقَبي فيه لع فاه عضفَو ،هذَقَن الاخرى تَحتو ،قَفاه تَحت دَيهإحدى ي عضفَو :قال .تَهحاج.

5.4: Acting in a Childish Manner for Children And Playing with
Them

386. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who has a child must treat him in a childish manner.”15

387. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who has a child he must act as a child [with him].”16

388. Kanz al-Ummal, narrating from ÞAnas, who said: “The Messenger of Allah was playing with Zainab
bint Um Salamah [his step-daughter] and he repeatedly said: “O little Zainab! O little Zainab.”17

389. Sunan ibn Majah, narrating from Sa’id ibn Abu Rashid who said: “Ya’la ibn Marrah narrated to them
that they went out with the Prophet (s.a.w.) to a feast they were invited to. On their way, they saw
Husayn (a.s.) playing in the alley.

The Prophet (s.a.w.) went ahead of the group and stretched out his hands, but the boy [Husayn] (a.s.)
started running around, so the Prophet (s.a.w.) made him laugh until he took him.

He (s.a.w.) put one of his hands under his chin and the other hand on the back of his head, and then
kissed him.

He (s.a.w.) then said: “Husayn is from me and I am from Husayn. Allah loves he who loves Husayn.
Husayn is an offspring (sibt) of the offsprings (asbat of the prophets).”18

390. Sahih ibn Habban, narrating from Abu Hurayrah who said: “The Prophet (s.a.w.) would stick out his
tongue for Husayn who when seeing the reddish tip of the tongue he would laugh. Then ‘Uyayna ibn
Badr asked him: “What do I see and why does he do this for him? I have a son whose beard has grown



out, but I have never kissed him.”

The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who does not show mercy will not be shown mercy.”19

391. al-Manaqib, narrating from Ibn Shahr Ashub who narrated from Ibn Mahad from his father who
said: “The Prophet (s.a.w.) once knelt down for Hasan and Husayn and let them mount and set their
hands and legs opposite each other20 and he would say: “Your camel is a good camel.”21

392. Fada’il al-Sahabah, narrating from Abu Hurayrah who said: “I saw the Prophet (s.a.w.) holding the
hands of Husayn ibn ‘Ali and was putting his feet on his own feet and saying: “Come up, O small eyed!
Come up, O small eyed!”22

393. Kifayah al-Athar, narrating from Abu Hurayrah who said: “I along with Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, Fadl ibn
‘Abbas, Zaid ibn Harithah and ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud were with the Prophet (s.a.w.) when Husayn ibn ‘Ali
(a.s.) entered and the Prophet (s.a.w.) took him and kissed him, and then said: “O little. O little! Come
up, O small eyed!” He (s.a.w.) then put his mouth on Husayn’s mouth and said: “O Allah! I love him. So
love him and love those who love him.”23

التَّصاب للصبِ واللَّعب معه‏

386. لَه تَصابفَلي ِبص ندَهن كانَ عه عليه وآله: مال ه صلرسول ال.

.الإمام عل عليه السلام: من كانَ لَه ولَدٌ صبا .387

كنز العمال عن أنس: كانَ [رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله‏] يلاعب زَينَب‏ بِنت ام سلَمةَ ويقول: يا زُوينب، يا .388
.زُوينب مرارا

389. ه عليه وآله إلال صل ِالنَّب عجوا مم خَرم أنَّهدَّثَهةَ حرم بن َعلراشد: أنَّ ي سنن ابن ماجة عن سعيد بن أب
لعفَج ،دَيهطَ يسوب القَوم ه عليه وآله أمامال صل ِالنَّب فَتَقَدَّم :قال ، ةالس ف بلعي ينسفَإذا ح ،عوا لَهد طَعام
الاخرى فو ،هذَقَن تَحت دَيهإحدى ي لعفَج ،أخَذَه ّته عليه وآله حال صل ِالنَّب هضاحنا، وينا وهاههاه رفي الغُلام
سباطالا نبطٌ مس ينسيناً، حسح بأح نم هال بأح ،ينسن حوأنا م ّنم ينسح :وقال لَهفَقَب ،هأسفَأسِ‏ ر .

صحيح ابن حبان عن أب هريرة: كانَ النَّبِ صل اله عليه وآله يدلَع‏ لسانَه للحسين، فَيرى الصبِ حمرةَ .390
مرحلا ي مرحن لا يه عليه وآله: مال صل ِالنَّب فَقال ،هسانل.



391. ينسالحو نسلحكَ لره عليه وآله بال صل ِالمناقب لابن شهرآشوب عن ابن مهاد عن أبيه: [أنَ‏] النَّب
. فَحملَهما وخالَف بين أيديهِما وأرجلهِما، وقال: نعم الجمل جملُما

392. عضوقَد و ،لع بن ينسدَي الحه عليه وآله وقَد أخَذَ بِيال صل ِالنَّب أيتهريرة: ر فضائل الصحابة عن أب
.قَدَم الحسين عل ظَهرِ قَدَميه، وهو يقول: تَرق عين بقَّه‏ ، تَرق عين بقَّه

393. اسِ وزَيدُ بنبالع بن الفَضلو رمرٍ وعه عليه وآله وأبو بال صل ِندَ النَّبع نتهريرة: ك كفاية الأثر عن أب
:قال ثُم ،لَهه عليه وآله وقَبال صل ِالنَّب خَذَهعليه السلام، فَا لع بن ينسالح خَلسعودٍ، إذ دم بن هبدُ الحارِثَةَ وع
هبحن يم بوأح ،هبفَأح هباح ّإن ماللّه :قال ثُم ،هفَم لع هفَم عضقَّه‏ ، ووب ينع بِقَّه، تَرقبِقَّةٌ حح.

5.5: The Children’s Entertainment Place

394. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed, soil is the child’s place of entertainment.”24

395. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “I love children for five things: first: they cry a lot; second: they play
with soil; third: they hate without malice; fourth: they do not store anything for the next day; fifth: they
build something and then they ruin it.”25

ربيع الصبيانِ‏

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: إنَّ التُّراب ربيع الصبيانِ .394

عنه صل اله عليه وآله: احب الصبيانَ لخَمسٍ: الأول: أنَّهم هم الباؤونَ، والثّان: يتَمرغونَ بِالتُّرابِ، .395
.والثّالث: يختَصمونَ من غَيرِ حقدٍ، والرابِع: لا يدَّخرونَ لغَدٍ شَيئا، والخامس: يعمرونَ ثُم يخَرِبونَ

The Function of Playing in the Growth of a Child

Playing is the most serious subject in the life of a child. The term ‘playing’ for adults is equal to pass-
time, vanity, negligence and so on, and they are things that only hinder advancement and progress, but
as for a child, it is the cause of his growth and development. The child’s period of playing is not a period
of the ceasing of progress, but it is a period of flourishing of talents through playing. This is why it has
been recommended that you let your children play, and children who are playful will be clever and
patient when they become adults.

The second tradition refers to the fundamental function playing has in the growth and elevation of one’s



personality. A child who has not satiated his childhood in playing will show some childish behaviour
when he grows up, and having such characteristics is an abnormal conduct some people are inflicted
with in their adolescent and adult age. One of the causes of this abnormality is a child not fulfilling his
natural needs, and this need is achieved only through acting like a child and playing.

The Importance of Playing from a Psychological Viewpoint

Any healthy and useful game a child engages in has many important benefits that can be easily seen in
the psychological growth of the child’s personality.

1- The Physical Importance

The playing along with activities for the growth of the child’s muscles and giving exercises to different
parts of the body is of high importance and value. These kinds of activities can also be useful for letting
out the additional energy of the child. If the additional energy is not used in a correct way and it is stored
unsatisfied in the child’s body, it makes him uneasy, nervous and bad tempered.

2- The Psychological Importance

Playing gives a child a chance to express his feelings. He can bring out his pressed energy by means of
play. A child can express his feelings through fear, annoyance, anxiety, happiness and so on in the
frame of his desired personalities however he likes and he can also let out his negative energy and inner
hate.

3-The Upbringing Importance

It is by playing that the true personality of children takes it shape, and considerable changes happen in
their spirit all of which are a passage to the higher stage of growth. Playing will provide a kind of
development for the children, and it is here that the opportunities and facilities in upbringing are made
manifest and certain.

4-The Social Importance

In playing a child learns how to socially communicate with others who are outside his family unit and
learns how to solve the problems and difficulties emerging from these kind of communications, and he
also learns how to socially adapt with others.

5-The Educational Importance

By means of playing with different kinds of toys a child can succeed to learn and recognize colours,
shapes, sizes, materials, different kinds of things and their importance. Playing helps a child recognize
the world in which he lives in, and also to comprehend, touch, feel, and manage things. It also helps him



to differentiate between reality and delusion.

6-The Moral Importance

In the period of playing, a child learns what is good and what is bad! The child finds out that if he desires
to be counted as an acceptable person in an activity he must be truthful, trustworthy, fair, disciplined,
truth seeking, honest, independent and so on.

A Psychological Analysis of Playing

Different theories have been given by psychologists in regards to analysing and explaining the role of
playing in children. Some of these theories are: The theory of extra power, the theory of removing
tension, the theory of evolving renewal; and the theory of pre-exercise.

A- The Theory of Extra Power

According to this theory, when the energy of the body increases more than its normal level as seen in
playing, their bodily organs feel extra powerful. This theory cannot justify the motionless and hidden
playing of children that do not need any physical activity.26

B- The Theory of Removing Tension

This theory that says playing returns back the consumed power, means a person’s body will get tired
after working and doing activities, and it needs a kind of practice by which the tension can be removed,
which is to play. Therefore, the need to play appears when the bodily power has reached its lowest level,
and not when it has extra energy. This theory which has been offered by Schaller and Muris Lazarus
does not identify the playing that is done after the full resting of a child.

C- The Theory of Evolving Renewal

Based on this theory that has been suggested by S. Hall, children renew the scenes and activities of
their ancestors that were produced due to the need of their life in their plays. For example, in certain
playing fishing, boating, hunting and the like, the child repeats the outline of the life of his ancestors who
were cave dwellers.

D- The Attitude of Pre-exercise

Basing upon this theory which was given by K. Groos, playing is considered as a kind of preparation in a
child for his future activities. According to this view, the content of playing is formed by activities that the
child must have in the maturity period and adult age.

Although this theory points to the function of playing in the socializing of a child that was not mentioned



in the former theories, but it can not yet define all the childish playing, like imitating animals.27

The Age of Playing

Another issue is the age of playing. Some traditions indicate that a child must be allowed to play until he
is seven years old. Does this mean that after this age he should not be allowed to play? In narrations the
first seven years is counted as the period of playing, and the second seven years is the period of
disciplining. Accordingly, it mostly emphasizes that during the first seven years disciplining should not be
performed. Of course, there is no doubt that the narration indicates that the first seven years is
specifically for playing and in this age the child must be left to play. But is playing forbidden during this
period? Or is it that playing is reproached during this time, and even though disciplining is done but
playing is allowed according to the age and any certain conditions.

It seems that the second state is more fitting, meaning that in the second seven years disciplining
begins, but according to a child’s conditions he can also play. Of course, this playing is not general and
without limitations (like the first seven years), and as it is in the period of disciplining it must have some
limitations. This matter can be studied more in psychological researches.

The Parents Playing with the Child

Besides giving permission to play, the parents’ themselves playing with the child is itself another
important factor. On one side, playing is an important pillar of the child’s life, and on the other side,
parents are a part of child’s life and they have a particular position for them. This is why it is very
important for the child that his parents enter into his world. It is here that playing with child takes its
importance. Since parents are the most important persons for the child, playing with him causes honour
for the child and elevation of his self esteem. It produces the feeling of self-worthiness and self-
motivation. It also strengthens the relationship of the child with the parents, and it has a fundamental
function in the loyalty and sincerity of their relationship, being one of the necessary features in the parent
- child relationship.

Buying various toys which are sophisticated and expensive does not bring about a child’s consent in his
relationship with his parents. He only wishes that his parents understand him and his world and
participate in it.

On this basis, there are two issues that can be seen in the teachings of religion. One is the parents
playing with children (which had been abundantly seen in the conduct of the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.)), and the other is that parents should play with their children like a child. Adults’ playing their
own way is not pleasant and satisfying for the child, but it is childish playing that satisfies the child and
develops his personality and teaches him the skills of life. This is why the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.)
played childishly with children.



The important point is that adults’ playing with children is not vain and amusement, but it is a wise,
mature, and intellectual practise and it does not decrease their honour.
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Chapter 6: Supplication

6.1: Encouraging Supplication for Children

“And those who say: ‘O’ our Lord! Grant us from our wives and our offspring the joy of our eyes,
and make us for the pious ones (their) Imams.”1
“My Lord! Make me a performer of the prayer, and of my offspring (too); Our Lord! And accept my
petition.”2
“My Lord! Grant me that I may give thank Your favour which You have bestowed on me and on
my parents, and that I may do good which pleases You and do good to me in respect of my
offspring; surely I turn to You, and surely I am of those who submit.”3

396. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The father’s prayer for the child is useful like water is for plants.”4

397. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The father’s prayer for his child is like the prayer of a Prophet for his
nation.”5

398. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “May the mercy of Allah be upon he who helps his child in being
righteous, which is to forgive his faults and supplicate to Allah for him.”6

الحث علَ الدُّعاء للأولادِ

.(و الَّذِين يقُولُونَ ربنا هب لَنا من ازْواجِنا و ذُرِياتنا قُرةَ اعين و اجعلْنا للْمتَّقين اماماً)

(عاءد لتَقَب نا وبر تِيذُر نم و لاةالص يمقم لْنعاج ِبر) .

(ّنا تِيذُر ف ل حلصا و ضاهحاً تَرصال لمعنْ اا و دَي‏ واللع و َلع تمنْعا تَكَ الَّتمعن رْشنْ اا نزِعوا ِبر
ينملسالْم نم ّنا كَ ولَيا تتُب) .

396. هلاحبِص رعلزل الماءلَدِ كلودِ لالوال عاءه عليه وآله: دال ه صلرسول ال.

397. هتم ِالنَّب عاءد ثلم لَدِهودِ لالوال عاءه عليه وآله: دال عنه صل.



398. ينوب ينَهفيما ب لَه ودعوي ،هتِىين سع عفُوأن ي و؛ وهِهبِر لع لَدَهن أعانَ وم هال محه عليه وآله: رال عنه صل
هال.

6.2: Reproaching of Supplicating Against the Children

399. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do not supplicate against yourselves, do not supplicate against your
children and do not supplicate against your properties.”7

400. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do not supplicate against your children, lest it is accepted by Allah.”8

401. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Any man who supplicates against his child will be stricken by Allah
with poverty.”9

النَّه عن الدُّعاء علَ الاولادِ

.رسول اله صل اله عليه وآله: لا تَدعوا عل أنفُسم، ولا تَدعوا عل أولادِكم، ولا تَدعوا عل أموالم .399

.عنه صل اله عليه وآله: لا تَدعوا عل أولادِكم أن تُوافق من اله إجابةً .400

401. الفَقر هال ثَهأور لَدِهو لعا عد لجما رالإمام الصادق عليه السلام: أي.

6.3: The Supplication of Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) for his Children

402. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said, in his supplication for his children: “O Allah, grant me by keeping my
children alive, making them righteous for me and allowing me to be happy with them!

O Allah! Extend their ages for me, prolong their lives for me, raise the small ones, strengthen the weak
ones, and safeguard their bodies for me and their faith and moral traits. Make them well in their souls,
their limbs and everything that concerns me of their affairs, and pour out for me and through my hands
their provisions!

Make them pious, fearing, insightful, hearing and obedient to You, and loving and advising to Your
friends, and strictly resistant and detesting to all Your enemies! Amen!

O Allah! Strengthen my arm through them, straighten my bending back, multiply my number, adorn my
presence, keep alive my remembrance, suffice me when I am away, help me in my needs, and make
them loving towards me, affectionate, approaching, upright and obedient, and never disobedient,



disrespectful, opposing, or offending!

Help me in their upbringing, their education, and my devotion to them. Give me male children among
them from Yourself, make that something good for me, and make them a help for me in what I ask from
You!

Give me and my progeny refuge from the accursed Satan, for You have created us, commanded us, and
prohibited us, and made us desire the reward of what You have commanded, and fear its punishment!
You assigned to us an enemy who schemes against us, gave him an authority over us in a way that You
did not give us authority over him, allowed him to dwell in our breasts and let him run in our blood
vessels; he is not heedless, though we are heedless, he does not forget, though we forget; he makes us
feel secure from Your punishment and fills us with fear toward other than You. If we are about to commit
an indecency, he gives us courage to do so, and if we are about to perform a righteous work, he holds
us back from it. He opposes us through passions, and sets up for us doubts. If he promises us, he lies,
and if he raises our hopes, he fails to fulfil them. If You do not turn his trickery away from us, he will
misguide us, and if You do not protect us from his corruption, he will cause us to slip.

O Allah! So defeat his authority over us through Your authority, such that You hold him back from us
through the frequency of our supplication to You and we leave his trickery and rise up among those
preserved by You from sin!

O Allah! grant me my every request, accomplish for me my needs, withhold not from me Your response
when You have made Yourself accountable for it to me, veil not my supplication from Yourself, when
You have commanded me to make it, and be kind to me through everything that will set me right in this

world and the next, in everything that I remember or forget, display or conceal, make public or keep
secret!

In all of this, place me through my asking You among those who set things right, those who are
answered favourably when they request from You and from whom is not withheld when they put their
trust in You, those accustomed to seek refuge in You , those who profit through commerce with You,
those granted sanctuary through Your might, those given lawful provision abdundantly from Your
boundless bounty through Your munificence and generosity, those who reach exaltation after abasement
through You, those granted sanctuary from wrong through Your justice, those released from affliction
through Your mercy, those delivered from need after poverty through Your riches, those preserved from
sins, slips, and offences through reverential fear toward You, those successful in goodness, right
conduct, and propriety through obeying You, those walled off from sins through Your power, the
abandoners from every act of disobedience toward You, the dwellers in Your neighbourhood!

O Allah! Give me all of that through Your bestowal of success and Your mercy, grant us refuge from the
chastisement of the burning, and give to all the Muslims, male and female, and all the faithful, male and
female, the like of what I have asked for myself and my children, in the immediate of this word and the



deferred of the next! Verily You are the Near, the Responder, the All- hearing, the All- knowing, the
Pardoner, the Forgiving, the Clement, the Merciful! And give to us in this world good, and in the next
world good, and protect us from the chastisement of the Fire! 10

دعاء الإمام زَين العابِدين لۇلدِه‏

الإمام زين العابدين عليه السلام من دعائه لۇلدِه‏ اللّهم ومن علَ بِبقاء ۇلدِي، وبِإصلاحهِم ل، وبِإمتاع بِهِم،402.
إله امدُد ل ف أعمارِهم، وزِد ل ف آجالهِم، وربِ ل صغيرهم، وقَوِ ل ضعيفَهم، وأصح ل أبدانَهم وأديانَهم
وأخلاقَهم، وعافهِم ف أنفُسهِم وف جوارِحهِم وف كل ما عنيت بِه من أمرِهم، وأدرِر ل وعل يدَي أرزَاقَهم،
دينعانكَ مأعدائ ميعجول ،حينناصم ِينبحكَ ميائوللَكَ، و طيعينم عينسام راءصب م أبراراً أتقياءلهاجعو
آمين ،ضينبغوم.

بِهِم ف ناكفبِهِم ذِكري، و ري، وأححضِن بِهِم مدَدِي، وزَير بِهِم عّثدي‏ ، وكم بِهِم أودِي، وأقضاشدُد بِهِم ع ماللّه
غَيبت، وأعنّ بِهِم عل حاجت، واجعلهم ل‏ محبِين، وعلَ حدِبين‏ مقبِلين مستَقيمين ل، مطيعين غَير عاصين ولا
بِيتهِم وتَأديبِهِم وبِرِهم، وهب ل من لَدُنكَ معهم أولادا ذُكورا، واجعل عاقّين، ولا مخالفين ولا خاطئين، وأعنّ عل تَر
.ذلكَ خَيرا ل، واجعلهم ل عونا عل ما سألتُكَ

،هقاببتَنا عهرتَنا، ورثَوابِ ما أم غَّبتَنا فيتَنا، وررتَنا ونَهنَّكَ خَلَقتَنا وأمجيم، فَاالشَّيطانِ الر نم تِيوذُر ذنوأع
غفُلنا، لا يدِمائ جارِيم يتَهنا، وأجردورص نتَهأس ،نهم لَيهطنا عّلما لَم تُس لنّا عم لَّطتَهيدُنا، سا يدُولَنا ع لتعوج
لممنا بِعملَيها، وإن هنا ععشَج شَةمنا بِفاحمِفُنا بِغَيرِكَ، إن هخَوكَ ويقابنُنا عؤمإن نَسينا، ي نسإن غَفَلنا، ولا ي
صالح ثَبطَنا عنه، يتَعرض لَنا بِالشَّهواتِ، وينصب لَنا بِالشُّبهاتِ، إن وعدَنا كذَبنا، وإن منّانا أخلَفَنا، وإ تَصرِف
.عنّا كيدَه يضلَّنا، وإ تَقنا خَبالَه يستَزِلَّنا

.اللّهم فَاقهر سلطانَه عنّا بِسلطانكَ، حتّ تَحبِسه عنّا بِثرة الدُّعاء لَكَ فَنُصبِح من كيدِه ف المعصومين بِكَ

رتَننكَ وقَد أمع عائب دولا تَحج ،نتَها لمةَ وقَد ضجابالا ولا تَمنَعن ،جوائح اقضِ لو ،ؤلس لك نأعط ماللّه
بِه، وامنُن علَ بِل ما يصلحن ف دنياي وآخرت، ما ذَكرت منه وما نَسيت، أو أظهرت أو أخفَيت، أو أعلَنت أو
لكبِالتَّو منوعينبِالطَّلَبِ إلَيكَ، غَيرِ الم نجِحيناكَ، المإي ؤالبِس حينصلالم نكَ مذل ميعج ف لناجعو ،رتأسر
علَيكَ، المعودين بِالتّعوذِ بِكَ، الرابِحين ف التّجارة علَيكَ، المجارين بِعزِكَ، الموسع علَيهِم الرِزق الحلال من فَضلكَ
الواسع بِجودِكَ وكرمكَ، المعزِين من الذُّلِ بِكَ، والمجارين من الظُّلم بِعدلكَ، والمعافَين من البلاء بِرحمتكَ،
والمغنَين من الفَقرِ بِغناكَ، والمعصومين من الذُّنوبِ والزلَل والخَطاء بِتَقواكَ، والموفَّقين للخَيرِ والرشدِ والصوابِ
.بِطاعتكَ، والمحالِ بينَهم وبين الذُّنوبِ بِقُدرتكَ، التّارِكين لل معصيتكَ، الساكنين ف جِوارِكَ



نينؤمالمماتِ وسلالمو مينسلالم ميعج عيرِ، وأعطذابِ السن عذنا مكَ، وأعتحمكَ وركَ بِتَوفيقذل ميعنا جأعط ماللّه
فُوع ،ليمع ميعس جيبم إنَّكَ قَريب ،ةرالآخ الدُّنيا وآجِل عاجِل ۇلدي فول نَفسألتُكَ لالّذي س ثلناتِ مؤمالمو
.غَفور رؤوف رحيم، وآتنا ف الدُّنيا حسنَةً، وف الآخرة حسنَةً وقنا عذاب النَّارِ

A Father’s Prayer for His Child

There is a prayer narrated in Makarim al-Akhlaq by Shaikh al-Tabarsi entitled: ‘A Father’s prayer for his
child’ that has been recommended to be recited by some of the great contemporary authorities in favour
of improving the state of on’es children, and it is also encouraged for the mother to recite this prayer as
well.

This prayer consists of four units (rak’ah). In the first unit, after reciting Surah al-Hamd, the following
verse should be recited ten times:

“Our Lord make us submissive to You and show us our ways of worship, and turn to us
(mercifully); for surely You are the Oft-Returning, the Most Merciful.”11

In the second unit, after reciting Surah al-Hamd, the following verse should be recited ten times:

“My Lord! Make me a performer of the prayer, and of my offspring, (too): Our Lord! And accept
my petition;” “Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and the believers on the Day when the
reckoning shall come to pass.”12

In the third unit, after reciting Surah al-Hamd, the following verse should be recited ten times:

“…Our Lord! Grant us from our wives and our offspring the joy of our eyes, and make us for the
pious ones (their) Imams.”13

In the fourth unit, after reciting Surah al-Hamd, the following verse should be recited ten times:

“My Lord! Grant me that I may give thanks for Your favour which You have bestowed on me and
on my parents, and that I may do good which pleases You and do good to me in respect of my
offspring; surely I turn to You, and surely I am of those who submit.”14

After completely finishing this prayer, the following verse should again be recited ten times: “…Our Lord!
Grant us from our wives and our offspring the joy of our eyes, and make us for the pious ones (their)
Imams.”

1. . Qur’an, 25:74.
2. . Qur’an, 14:40.
3. . Qur’an, 46:15.
4. . al-Firdaws, vol. 2, p. 213, h. 3038, narrating from Ibn ‘Umar.
5. . Tarikh Asbahan, vol. 1, p. 226, h. 344. al-Firdaws, vol. 2, p. 212, h. 3037. Both narrating from ‘Anas.



6. . Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 98, h. 70, narrating from ‘Uddah al-Da’i.
7. . Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 2304, h. 3009. Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 2, p. 88, h. 1532. Both narrating from Jabir ibn’Abdullah.
8. . Tarikh Asbahan, vol. 2, p. 296, h. 1784, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Dinar ibn ‘Umar.
9. . ‘Uddah al-Da’i, p. 80. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 99, h. 77.
10. . al-Sahifah Sajjadiyah, p. 105, Prayer 25.
11. . Qur’an, 2:128.
12. . Qur’an, 14:40-41.
13. . Qur’an, 25:74.
14. . Qur’an, 46:15.
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