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Section 3: The Child’s Duties

Chapter one : The individual duties of a child
Chapter two : The child’s duties towards his parents
Chapter three : The child’s duties towards his teacher

Chapter four : The child’s duties towards elders and friends

Chapter 1: The Individual Duties of a Child

1.1: Observing Discipline in the Affairs

403. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, in his will to Hasan and Husayn after being hit by Ibn Muljam —may Allah
curse him-: “I advise you both and all my children and family and all whom my will reaches to be in awe

of Allah and manage your affairs.”1
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1.2: Cleanliness

404. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed Allah is pure and He likes the pure ones and He is clean and

He likes cleanliness.”2
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405. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Cleanse yourself with anything you can, for Allah has based Islam on

cleanliness.”3

406. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed Islam is clean, so be clean, for only the clean will enter
Heaven.”4

407. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “It is incumbent on every Muslim to bathe himself every seven days,

washing his head and his body.”5
408. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed Allah dislikes a dirty and untidy person.”6

409. Kanz al-Fawa’id: the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “Indeed Allah dislikes a man who is al-
Qadhurah.”

He was asked: “O’ Messenger of Allah! What is al-Qadhurah?”
He answered: “Someone who annoys his companions [by his dirt and bad smell].”7
410. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who keeps clothes should keep them clean.”8

411. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Wash your clothes...look after yourself and clean yourself.”9
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1.3: Washing hands before and after Food

412. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Washing the hands before and after [eating] food increases the lifespan...

and it brightens the eye.”10
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1.4: Brushing the Teeth
413. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Brush your teeth, and make yourself clean.”11
414. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Brush your teeth, for brushing is a great act.”12

415. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “It is of one’s nature to rinse water in the mouth and nose, and to brush

your teeth.”13

416. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Clean your gums from food and brush your teeth, and do not come to

me with yellow teeth and a bad mouth odour.” 14

Il gl

413153y 1S liwl Ty dile alll Lin alll J g

4141 sl 2 A aid sy (e sl e Al Jlis e,

41581 yully 3Lyl Eonacanll 85kl b sl aule 4l Lis dic.



416. 1,1 1,88 2o 1olaui ¥y o oSliwly aladall Gy (S5UF 15l cally ¢l aill Lo dic

1.5: Washing Hands before Sleeping

417. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who goes to bed with oily hands and is then afflicted with

something, he should not blame anyone but himself.”15

418. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “If any of you has a smelling oily hand and does not wash it before

going to bed and is then afflicted with something, he should not blame anyone but himself.” 16

419. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Beware that he who goes to bed while his hands smell of fat should

not blame anyone but himself.”17
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1.6: Cutting Nails

420. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Shortening your nails hinders the great sickness, and brings about

sustenance.” 18

421. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Cut your nails, for Satan moves between the meat and the nail.” 19

422. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Cut your nails and burry them, and clean your fingers.”20
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2. . Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 5, p. 112, h. 2799. Musnad Abu Ya'la, vol. 1, p. 368, h. 786. Both narrating from Sa’d ibn Abu
Waqgas.

3. . Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 9, p. 277, h. 26002, narrating from Abu al-Sa’alik al-Tarsuni from Abu Hurayrah.

. Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 5, p. 143, h. 2576, narrating from ‘A’ishah.

. Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 305, h. 856. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 3, p. 246, h. 8511, with ‘incumbent upon Allah’ instead
f ‘incumbent’. Both narrating from Abu Hurayrah.

. Shu’ab al-Iman, vol. 5, p. 168, h. 6226, narrating from ‘A’ishah. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 6, p. 641, h. 17181.

. Kanz al-Fawa'id, vol. 2, p. 185. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 80, p. 106.
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Chapter 2: The Children’s Duties towards their

Parents



2.1: The Importance of the Rights of Parents

“And We have enjoined on man goodness unto his parents; and if they strive with you that you
should associate (others) with Me, of which you have no knowledge, then do not obey them, unto

Me is your return, and I will inform you of what you were doing.”1

“And We have enjoined on men doing of good to his parents, with trouble did his mother bear
him and with trouble did she bring him forth; and the bearing of him and the weaning of him was
thirty months; until when he attains his maturity and reaches forty years, he says: ‘My Lord!
Grant me that | may give thanks for Your favour which You have bestowed on me and on my
parents, and that | may do good which pleases You and do good to me in respect of my
offspring; surely I turn to You, and surely | am of those who submit.”2

“And We did enjoin upon man concerning his parents, did his mother bear him with fainting upon
fainting and his weaning takes two years, (saying:) Be grateful to Me and to your parents: unto
Me is the ultimate return (of all).”3

423. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said, when he was sked about the rights of the parents upon their child:
“They are your Heaven and your Hell.”4

424. Sahih al-Bukhari, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud who said: “l asked the Prophet (s.a.w.):

“What is Allah’s most beloved act?”

He answered: “Performing prayers at its due time.”
| said: “What else?”

He said: “Obedience to parents.”s

425. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The content of the Lord lies in the content of father and the wrath of
the Lord is in the wrath of the father.”6

426. Imam al-Sajjad said, from his supplication to his parents: “O Allah! Make me fear them like one’s
fear of a tyrant king, and that | do good to them like the goodness of a kind mother, and make my
obedience to my parents and my kindness to them sweeter for my eyes than sleepy eyes, and cooler for

my breast than the drink of a thirsty person so that | put their desire ahead of mine.”7

427. Imam al-Bagqir (a.s.) said: “There are three things in which Allah has not given anyone permission
to violate: returning a trust to the righteous person and the corrupt, fulfilling a promise given to both the
righteous person and the corrupt, and obedience to parents whether they are righteous or corrupt.”8

428. Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) said: “Indeed Allah...has commanded to thank the Lord and the parents. So,

he who is not thankful to his parents is not thankful to Allah.”9
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2.2: The Rights of Parents

A) Doing Good

“And your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him and (to show) kindness to
parents, if one of them or both of them reach old age with you, do not say to them ‘fie’, nor
repulse them, and speak to them a gracious word. And out of compassion, lower unto them the
wing of humility, and say: ‘My Lord! Have mercy on them both as they cherished me when | was
little.”10

“And (He has made me) kind to my mother, and He has not made me arrogant unblessed. And
peace be on me the day | was born, and the day | die, and the day | shall be raised alive. 11

Describing Yahya:

“And kindness to his parents and (unto the people) he was neither insolent (nor) disobedient.
And peace on him the day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day he shall be raised a
live!”12

429. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, in concerning Allah’s saying: “... And (to show) kindness to parents,
...”: Showing kindness is that you be good company for them and that you should not make them ask

you for something they need from you even if they are rich.”13 14
430. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Showing kindness to parents is the greatest obligation.”15

431. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Showing kindness to parents is the most exalted of qualities.”16
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B) Standing up to Show Reverence

432. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Stand up for your father and your teacher, even if you are a commander.”17
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C) Submissiveness at the Time of Anger

433. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Among the rights of a father upon his child is that the child should be

submissive to him at the time of anger and exhaustion.” 18

,/’/'ll:s.i.,cé ,{”

433l il 3 U s o saly e allgh 55 e sl dyle alll Lol S

D) Avoiding Disobedience

434. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, regarding Allah’s saying “...if one of them or both of them reach old
age with you...”: “If they annoy you, do not show your inconvenience and if they were to hit you, do not

shout at them and be harsh at them.”19

435. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The lowest degree of disobedience [to parents] is to say ‘fie’, and if

Allah had anything of a word less than this, He would have prohibited it.”20



436. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, regarding Allah’s saying “And out of compassion, lower unto them the

”. «

wing of humility...”: “Do not use your eyes in looking at them other with a glance of compassion and
sympathy to them, do not raise your voice louder than their voice, do not extend your hand higher than

their hands, and do not precede them in steps.”21

437. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, regarding Allah’s saying “..and speak to them a gracious word.”: “If
they were to hit you, say to them: ‘May Allah forgive you!”22

438. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “It will be said to he who is disobedient to his parents: “Worship as
much as you desire, but | will not forgive you.”23

439. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who makes his parents unhappy has surely disobeyed them.”24

440. Sahih Muslim, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As who said: “The Messenger of Allah

(s.a.w.) said: “Among the major sins is swearing at one’s own parents.”
Some people said: “O Messenger of Allah! Can someone really swear at his own parents?”

He answered: “Yes, in a manner that someone swears at another person’s father, and so he swears

back at his father, or someone swears at another person’s mother, and he swears back at his mother.”25

441. Imam al-Bagqir (a.s.) said: “My father saw a man whose son was walking with him and the son
was leaning on his father’s arm. My father being annoyed of the son did not speak to him until he left this
world.”26

442. Imam al-"Askari (a.s.) said: “The boldness of a child in his childhood against his father will invite
to his disobedience in his adult age.”27
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2.3: General Rights of Parents

443. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said, when asked about the rights of parents upon their child: “He should not
call his father by his name; he should not walk in front of him; he should not sit before him; and he

should not be the cause of his father getting sworn at.”28

444. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “There is a right for the child upon his father and there is a right for the father
upon the child. The right of the father upon the child is that the child obeys him in everything other than
sinning Allah.”29

445. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Parents have three rights upon their child: to be grateful to the parents
in any condition, to obey them in whatever they order him or prohibit him except sinning Allah, and in

seeking benevolence for them in secret and publically.”30
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2.4: The Benefits of Doing Good to Parents

446. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who wishes to prolong his lifespan and increase his sustenance

should do good his parents and keep ties with his kin.”31

447. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The master of the righteous on Judgment Day is he who does good to

his parents after their death.”32

448. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Blissful is he who does good to his parents, and Allah will increase his

lifespan.”33

449. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Do good to your parents so that your children will do good to you.”34
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Muhammad ibn Muslim from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his forefathers (a.s.) from Imam ‘Ali (a.s.).

25. . Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, p. 92, h. 146. al-Sunan al-Kubra, vol. 10, p. 397, h. 21086.

26. . al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 349, h. 8, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Sulayman. Mishkat al-Anwar, p. 285, h. 862, narrating from
‘Abdullah ibn Muskan, without ‘was walking’.

27. . Tuhaf al-’"Uqul, p. 489.

28. . al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 158, h. 5, narrating from Durust ibn Abu Mansur. Mishkat al-Anwar, p. 277, h. 833. Both narrating
from Imam al-Kazim (a.s.).

29. . Nahj al-Balaghah, Wise Saying 399.

30. . Tuhaf al-’Uqul, p. 322. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 78, p. 236, h. 67.

31. . Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 4, p. 530, h. 13812 and p. 458, h. 13400. Makarim al-Akhlaqg by Ibn Abu al-Dunya, p. 178, h.
244, with ‘he who loves’ instead of ‘he who wishes’. All narrating from ‘Anas.

32. . Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 74, p. 86, h. 100, narrating from the book al-Imamah wa al-Tabsirah from al-Sakuni from Imam



al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his forefathers (a.s.).
33. . al-Adab al-Mufrad, p. 20, h. 22. al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihain, vol. 4, p. 170, h. 7257. Both narrating from Ma’Adh.
34. . al-Kafi, vol. 5, p. 554, h. 5, narrating from ‘Ubaid ibn Zurarah. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Fagih, vol. 4, p. 21, h. 4985.

Chapter 3: The Child’s Duties Towards His

Teacher

3.1: Obedience

450. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He whom you learn one word from, has made you become his
servant.”1

451. ‘Awali al-La’ali: It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said: “He who teaches something

to someone owns him.”
It was said: “O Messenger of Allah! Can he sell him?”

He (s.a.w.) answered: “No. But he can command him and forbid him.”2
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3.2: Honouring

452. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Honour your guest even if he is menial, and stand up for your father and

your teacher even if you are a commander.”3

453. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “There are three things of which you should not be ashamed of: A man

serving his guest, standing up for his father and his teacher, and demanding his right even if it is little.”4

454. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said: “The right of your teacher is to honour him, revere his presence, listen



to him carefully and heed him. You must not raise your voice over him, not answer a person who has
asked him until he himself answers, not speak with anyone in his meeting, and you should not backbite
anyone in his presence. You should defend him when someone speaks against him, you should conceal
his defects and reveal his virtues, and you should not associate with his enemy and not be hostile with
his friend. If you were to do this, the angels of Allah will bear witness for you that you have gone to him
and you have learnt his knowledge for the sake of Allah the Exalted, and not for the sake of people.”5

2
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3.3: Lowering the Voice

“Surely those who lower their voice before Allah’s Apostle are they whose hearts Allah has
proved for guarding (against evil); they shall have forgiveness and a great reward.”6

455. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who lowers his voice in the presence of the scholars will come
forth on Judgment Day with my companions whose hearts have been tested with piety by Allah, and
there is no goodness in flattery and humility except for that which is done for Allah for the sake of

seeking knowledge.”7
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3.4: Avoidance of Belittling

456. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There are three groups who are not belittled by any one except a
hypocrite whose hypocrisy is manifest: the owner of grey hair in Islam [an elder], a teacher of goodness
and a just leader.”8

457. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who humiliates a person of knowledge has indeed humiliated me

and he who humiliates me is a disbeliever.”9

458. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “No one belittles knowledge and knowledgeable people except one who is foolish
and ignorant.”10

459. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Be careful not to belittle scholars, for this action will make yourself belittled,

and it will bring suspicion to you and negative views about you.”11

460. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Do not use the sharpness of your tongue against he who has taught you to
speak, or use the eloquence of your speech against he who has disciplined you.”12
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1.. ‘Awali al-La’ali, vol. 1, p. 292, h. 163. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 77, p. 165, h. 2.



. ‘Awalli al-La’ali, vol. 4, p. 71, h. 43. Munyah al-Murid, p. 243.

. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 2341.

. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 4666. ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa'iz, p. 212, h. 4230.

. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Fagqih, vol. 2, p. 620, h. 3214. al-Khisal, p. 567, h. 1. Both narrating from Abu Hamzah al-
Thumali (Thabit ibn Dinar). Tuhaf al-’"Uqul, p. 260.

6. . Quran, 49:3.

7. . Firdaws al-Akhbar, vol. 4, p. 181, h. 6076, narrating from Sa’id al-Shami.

8. . Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 8, p. 27, h. 4074. Usd al-Ghabah, vol. 6, p. 354, h. 6439. Both narrating from ‘Amarah al-Qurashi
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from his father from his grandfather.

9. . Irshad al-Qulub, p. 165.

10. . Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 10807, ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa’iz, p. 541, h. 10030.
11. . Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 2732. ‘Uyun al-Hikam wa al-Mawa’iz, p. 100, h. 2298.

12. . Nahj al-Balaghah, Wise Saying 411. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 10385.

Chapter 4: The Child’s Duties Towards Elders

and Friends

4.1: Initiating with Greeting

461. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The younger person should greet the elder, the one passing by should

greet the one who is sitting, and a small group should greet the large group.”1

462. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The nearest person to Allah and His Messenger is he who initiates

with greeting.”2

463. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The most obedient of you to Allah is he who initiates greeting his

friend.”3

464. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Greeting has seventy rewards, sixty nine of which are for he who initiates

the greeting and one is for the responder.”4
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4.2:0Observing Rights

465. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said, in his advice to Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyah: “O my child! Do not encroach
upon the right of your brother because of what is between you and him, because he whose rights you
breach is not your brother.”5

466. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “How bad is it for a man, whom his brother recognizes his rights but he does

not recognize the rights of his brother.”6
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An explanation about a child greeting elders

Based on the traditions mentioned on the manner of raising children, one of the upbringing methods of
the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.) was greeting children. He has explicitly said that by this behaviour he
wanted this custom to continue in the society. He (s.a.w.) said: “There are five things which | do not

abandon till | die and (one of them) is greeting children so that it can remain a custom after me.”7

However, it can be gathered from the traditions narrated in this chapter that all Muslims should precede
each other in greeting, especially it being the duty of the young greeting the elder.

Little contemplation will clarify that these narrations are not in conflict, but they are complementary to

each other and it is best to practice all of them.

This means that the duty of every person in the Islamic society is to precede in the greeting, but
etiquette requires that the younger greet the older, but if for any reason the younger person delays or
hesitates to greet the elder one, the elder has an upbringing duty to greet the younger one and thereby

making him understand his shortcomings and faults. This action, especially in respect to children, has a



better upbringing effect, and this is why the Prophet of Islam (s.a.w.) used to greet the children in order
to attract the attention of his followers to the upbringing effects of honouring the personality of the child

and respecting his feelings.

4.3: Taking the Elders as Examples

467. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The young among you should take example of your elders, and the elders

should be affectionate to the young ones. You should not be like the crude men of the Age of Ignorance
who neither had the understanding of religion nor did they contemplate about Allah. It is like the egg of a
viper that is found in the nest of an ostrich whose breaking is a sin and the little one that comes out of it

is harmful.”8
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4.4: Fulfilling Needs

468. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The believers are brethren. They fulfil the needs of each other, and by

fulfilling each other’s needs, Allah will fulfil their needs on Judgment Day.”9

469. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah will grant all the needs of he who seeks to fulfil the need of his
brother.”10

470. al-Kafi, narrating from Safwan al-JammAl who said: “l was sitting with Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq]
(a.s.) when a man from Mecca named Maymun entered and complained about paying the rent of his

animals. The Imam said to me: “Stand up and help your brother.”

So | stood up with him and Allah solved his problem of his rent, then | returned to my place [in the
gathering]. Then Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) said: “What did you do with the need of your brother?”

| said: “Allah solved it for him, may my parents be your ransom.”

He (a.s.) said: “Indeed helping your Muslim brother is more beloved for me than seven [recommended]
circumambulations around the Ka’bah for the first time.” 11
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4.5: Honouring

471. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who honours his brother has honoured Allah, and what do you

think will be done to one who has honoured Allah?”12

472. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Honour he who loves you and turn away from your enemy and you will
attain complete virtue.”13
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4.6: Assisting

473. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who is capable of assisting and does so, Allah will assist him in

this world and in the Hereafter.” 14



474. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Allah will continue to assist the servant as long as the servant assists
his brother.”15

475. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “When friendship grows, helping and cooperation will become incumbent.”16

476. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “A believer who fails his brother while he is capable of assisting him

will be forsaken by Allah in this world and in the Hereafter.”17
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4.7: Sharing

477. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Spend your wealth on paying the rights and share it with your friend, for
generosity to a person who does not ask is more fitting.”18

478. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Nothing protects brotherhood as much as equal sharing.”19

479. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Sharing with friends is of nobility of a family.”20
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4.8:Maintaining Friendship

480. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Protect friendship, even though you do not find a protector.”21

481. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Allah, may His name be Exalted, will protect he who protects his friend.”22
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4.9: Good Interaction

482. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Meet your brother with a happy face.”23

483. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Whoever says to his brother in faith “You are welcome’, Allah the
Exalted will write ‘welcome’ for him until Judgment Day.”24

484. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Whenever you meet your brethren, shake hands and show them your

happiness, this way you leave each other while your sins have certainly been forgiven.”25
485. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Cheerfulness is a trap for friendship.”26

486. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Indeed Allah hates he who frowns in the faces of his brothers.”27
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4.10: Good Remembrance

487. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the brother of a believer. He protects him in his absence
and guards his properties for him; and a believer is the mirror of the believer”.28

488. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the mirror of his believing brother. When he is absent he
wishes good for him, and when he is present he keeps away from him what he dislikes and he makes a

place for him in a gathering.”29

489. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Speak about your brother in his absence in the best form, better than

what you like to be mentioned about when you are absent from him.”30
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4.11: Advice and Goodwill

490. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Every one of you should give advice [want good] to their brother the

same way that he is for himself.”31

491. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A believer is the brother of the believer and does not stop advising



him at any time.”32

492. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Grant your good will to your friend, your help to your acquaintances, and
your good manners to all people.”33

493. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Benevolence will produce love.”34

494. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “It is the nature of a believer to want good for others.”35
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4.12: Presenting the Defect as a Gift

495. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Your best of brothers is he who shows you your defects.”36

496. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A believer is the mirror of the believer, for he observes him and then fulfils

his need and beautifies his character.”37

497. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The fruit of brotherhood is protecting one in his absence and gifting him his
defect.”38

498. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “He who makes your defect manifest for you is your friend.”39

499. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “The most beloved of my friends is he who gifts me my defects.”40
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4.13: Ignoring Faults

500. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Be moderate with people, honour scholars and ignore the faults of your
brethren; for the Master of the first and the last (s.a.w.) has disciplined you with his saying: “Forgive he
who has done injustice to you, keep ties with he who has cut his ties with you, and give to he who has

deprived you.”41

501. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Tolerate the fault of your friend for the time your enemy attacks.”42
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4.14: Avoidance of Scorning

502. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Do not scorn the faults of he who has come to you with his friendship,
and do not hold against him his wrongs that he is ashamed of, for this is not of the morals of the

Messenger of Allah or of the morals of his friends.”43
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4.15: Avoiding Hurting Others

503. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The lowest of people is he who humiliates people.”44

504. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Whoever hurts a believer has hurt me, and whoever hurts me surely

has hurt Allah, and whoever hurts Allah is cursed in the Torah, the Gospel, the Psalm and the Qur'an.”45

505. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said, concerning the rights of a neighbour: “When you buy fruit, gift some to
him, and if you do not want to do so, carry it [into the house] secretly and do not let your child come
outside with it, lest the feelings of his children become hurt.”46

506. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “By Allah, the righteous are victorious. Do you know who they are?

They are those who do not even hurt a small ant.”47
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1. . Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 5, p. 2301 h. 5877, narrating from Abu Hurayrah. al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 646, h. 1, narrating from
Jarrah al-Mada’ini from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.).

2. . al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 644, h. 3, narrating from al-Sakuni from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 76, p. 12, h. 50.
3. . Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 9, p. 116, h. 25253, narrating from al-Tabarani from Abu al-Darda’.



4. . Mishkat al-Anwar, p. 346, h. 1106. Tuhaf al-"Uqul, p. 248, narrating from Imam al-Husayn (a.s.). Bihar al-Anwar, vol.
76, p. 11, h. 46.

. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 4, p. 392, h. 5834. Nahj al-Balaghah, letter 31.

. Musadigah al-lkhwan, p. 144, h. 5, narrating from Marazim.

. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 76, p. 10, h. 38.

. Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon 166. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 34, p. 113, h. 950.

. al-Amali, by al-Mufid, p. 150, h. 8, narrating from al-Husayn ibn Zaid. Musadiqah al-lkhwan, p. 160, h. 5. Both
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narrating from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his father (a.s.).

10. . Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 4, p. 273, h. 4893. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 2, p. 400, h. 5650. Both narrating from ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Umar. al-Amali, by al-Tusi, p. 97, h.147, narrating from Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Madani from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.),
with ‘his believing Muslim brother’ instead of ‘his brother’.

11. . al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 198, h. 9. Musadigah al-lkhwan, p. 176, h. 10.

12. . Thawab al-A’mal, p. 339, narrating from Abu Hurayrah and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas. ‘Uddah al-Da’i, p. 176, narrating
from Imam ‘Ali (a.s.).

13. . Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 2368.

14. . Hilyah al-Awliya’, vol. 3, p. 25. Shu’ab al-Iman, vol. 6, p. 112, h. 7639. Both narrating from ‘Imran ibn Hasin.

15. . Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 2074, h. 38. Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 5, p. 195, h. 2945. Both narrating from Abu Hurayrah. al-
Kafi, vol. 2, p. 200, h. 5, narrating from Dharih al-Muharibi from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.), with ‘the believer’ instead of ‘the
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