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Section 5: On Noble Characteristics

Chapter 1: On Being Good-Tempered

1293- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) Said: “God the Almighty chose Islam as your
religion. Therefore help Him well with generosity and good temper.”

1294- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Sajjad (a.s): “One can recognize the perfection

of a Muslim's religion by his not talking in vain, not quarrelling, being patient and being good-tempered.”
1295- Imam Sadiq (a.s) Sadig: “Being good-tempered is a part of religion.”

1296- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “God chose the religion of Islam
for you. Therefore treat it with generosity and good temper since no friendship with religion is better than

generosity and being good-tempered.”

1297- Imam Sadiq (a.s) Said: “There is nothing better than being good-tempered.”
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1298- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Piety and having a good temper
are the two most important factors in taking my nation to Heaven.”

1299- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet (S): “Good temper will melt your sins just

as the sun melts frozen goods. Bad temper will spoil your deeds just as vinegar spoils honey.”
1300- Imam Sadiq (a.s) Sadig: “Being good-tempered will increase your share of daily bread.”

1301- Imam Kazim (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “God who created some men with

a healthy body and a good temper will be ashamed of letting them burn in the fire of Hell.”

1302- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “They brought seven captives to God's Prophet (S). He ordered Imam Al
(a.s) to chop their heads off. Immediately Gabriel descended and said: “O' Muhammad! Chop off the
heads of six of them, but leave this one alive.” He asked: “O' Gabriel! What makes him superior to the

others?”

Gabriel said: “He is good-tempered, is generous and is generous with food.” The Prophet (S) said: “O'
Gabriel! Is this your own opinion or did my Lord say this?” Gabriel said: “No. It is your Lord's words

which He ordered me to say.”

1303- Imam Sadiq (a.s) told Bahr the water carrier: “O' Bahr! Being good-tempered eases the affairs.
Do you want me to tell you a story that all people of Medina know?” He said: “Yes.” Imam Sadiq (a.s)
said: “One day when the Prophet of God (S) was sitting in the mosque, one of the servants of one of the

Ansar —helpers- stood next to him and grabbed his robe. The Prophet (S) stood up as a sign of respect



but did not say anything. She did not say anything either.

This was repeated three times, until the third time she took a string off his robe and returned. The people
stopped her and objected to her behavior asking her what she wanted. She said she had been sent to
take a string off the Prophet's robe as a blessing in order to cure a patient in their house, but she could
not pick it because she got ashamed when the Prophet stood up. She did not want to ask him to do it

either, but finally the fourth time around she picked the string.”

1208, IAN o 5 A1 (5535 Gl il 44 55 Lo ST 20 atll gy JU6 2018l se ol e

1299. 515 ol Guaddll cudi LS o siill cudy paadl 3N 51 1l :JE 0 [l e il e 4 e
Sl Jadt Sty WS Joall il ! GLAL.

1300. 33,01 58 2138 GLAI S )8 e
1301. daal oo LUl pakay o il 3] aslh g age Bl all Gl L0 Wl Jswy JG 1 guunll ol o

1302, 106 Y38 liel punli o (e Uy 1S syl (pn Tapas O Al Sy i 10l Wl e T e
Jia it emi ¥ Kl oY 5a sliel ol caane U 18 (opuall Ci,LS _agle dlll olsla_ Juiua gl
s 1l S o calakll e Gale (BIAN s S @Y 118 Spgin oo 1a JU Lo cJiioen b suls 18
Wiy giyal edliy e Jy 26 S 5 oo of dlie Juipa b

1303 aal a8 5 Lo cany uad YT 208 5 o BIAN o sy Ut alll ge il JU8 20 Gl e
,L‘Aﬁer/u&g ol el 3] aauall 8 Gullas g S0 0 4l Jguy i 20 oGl sls Saipaall Jaf oy
ol 30 el Gl i (5 [ O all] e i gy (i S5 i Cpll g a6 ety iy in 306 sny
Jsmy cran Jads ol atll Jad :ulill JWE8 cziany o3ty si oo aa wiali dala ag zalll 3 0 fall alas
@@JE’L@JAm;gmusqjg/aﬁéum&u‘mgsudﬂy%mg&g;ny‘gl;;@;ﬁom
of o,STs gl sas LIAT of Cupatuls alas « gl ugié»,f&u@@wwiﬂby&f

2

lgiaf s aial g oyeliwl.

1304- God's Prophet (S) said: “O' children of Abdul Mutalib! You cannot attract the people to you using

your wealth, therefore use warm welcome and a good temper to attract them.”

1305- Imam Bagjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “A man's manliness depends on



his temper.”

1306- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “A man's prosperity depends on
his being good-tempered.”

1307- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that the Prophet of God (S) said: “Being good-tempered is

half of the religion.”
1308- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Being good-tempered is the best form of goodness.”

1309- Umm Salameh asked God's Prophet (S): “What happens when a woman who has had two
husbands enters Heaven. Which of her husbands does she belong to?” The Prophet (S) said: “O' Umm
Salameh! She will choose the one who had a good-temper and was better for his family. Being good-

tempered is superior to all of the good deeds of this world and the Hereafter.”

1310- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “A warm welcome brings love, and patience helps bury the faults.
Getting along helps cover up the faults. Nothing but being good-tempered helps the people to get closer

to each other.”

1311- God's Prophet (S) said: “On Judgment Day, nothing holds more weight than being good-
tempered.”

1312- God's Prophet (S) said: “I advise you to be good-tempered, since those who are good-tempered
will surely enter Heaven. Avoid being bad-tempered since whoever is bad-tempered is sure to go to
Hell.” The Prophet (S) always prayed: “O' God! Please make my temper good as you made my creation

good.”

1313- In Sifat ul-Shi’ia it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) told Zayd al-Shaham: “O' Zayd! Please be
patient with your enemies. You cannot do anything better than to obey God in response to his

disobedience of God regarding you. God

1304 uiall crun 5 42311 28y pasille (U galy Gulill 1930 o (S bl e 35 420 Js.

1305. «ala Ja,ll 5eg 50 O 4!l Jgu, JG :Jl L3LT e

1306. LAl s ol sulais ope 1l Wl aie o e

1307. ool i LA Gy 10 ol 8 s obielsll £ sy QLS e,



1308. cruadl BLAN il a5l 0 cppiogall ual Jls.

1309, 05 Lagi¥ iall a8 Glisass olass ! 0 8Thll ¢ Ty Euil s 20 all J gy el 2T ulls
5,AT1 Lall jeny caad BIAN S B) el AT U cala¥ Laasen s Gls Logluuad Jiad el 21 L 2L,

1310. 1,8 Yy cosiall s Aallully cosuall i Jlaia¥ls a35all AUA 28U : 6 ciedall el e
Sl uis.

1311, BIAN s oo olseall (& Ja 2 i Lo O salll Jsu, JG.
: ¢ e

1312, 3 LA e sl 516 GIAN & slus (SULy cllal ¥ 2l & GBI Saa 5l B iy (Sile <0 JUs

Al unl gl Sunual 0158y oKy allas ¥ L.

1313, 1818 o) il celilaef e ay3 b sual (G il e g e aldll a5 e aill olis S oo
ki of o ST el all pae o5

will keep the believing servants whom He loves away from what he does not like, in the same manner
that you push aside a strange camel which is not yours but has mixed in with your camels. O' Zayd! God

chose Islam, and chose it so you help Islam with your generosity and good-temper.”

1314- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “The best of the believers are the
ones with the best temper.”

1315- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A bad-tempered person tortures himself.”
1316- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Nothing is dearer to God than respecting the rights of a believer.”

1317- In Al-Zuhd al-Nabi it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) was asked: “What is the best thing that is

given to a man?” He said: “Good temper.”

1318- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A man went to see the Prophet and asked whose faith is more complete.”
The Prophet (S) said: “The one with the best temper.” The man went in front of the Prophet and went
behind him and repeated his question. The Prophet (S) said: “The answer is the same.”

1319- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “If friendliness was a creature that

could be seen, God would not have created any better creature than that, and if non-compliance was a



creature that could be seen, God would not have created any uglier creatures than that. A servant can

attain the position of one who fasts and stays up at night to worship through being good-tempered.”
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Chapter 2: On Humbleness

1320- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “They brought the keys to the treasures
on the Earth for the Prophet of God (S) three times without any reduction of his rank in Heaven by God.

He chose humbleness to his Lord.”

1321- God's Prophet (S) said: “There are three things by which God will only increase our good things:
by humbleness He will increase our position; by humiliating ourselves He gives us honor; and by chastity
He gives us wealth.”

1322- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his noble grandfather (a.s): “Being content to sit in a
lower position in a meeting, greeting whomever you see, not quarrelling even if you are right and

disliking to be praised for piety are all signs of humbleness.”



1323- Ali ibn Sweed Madani asked Imam Kazim (a.s) about humbleness. He asked what deeds would
constitute humbleness. Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “There are various degrees of humbleness. Some of

them include to know yourself and peacefully accept your own position; to treat others as you like them
to treat you; to be kind to others when others are not kind to you; to restrain your anger; and to forgive

the people. God loves those who do good deeds.”
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1324- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that when Ja'far ibn Abi Talib returned from Ethiopia he asked the
Prophet of God (S): “Will you let me tell you something?” God's Prophet (S) said: “Yes.” He said: “One
day | went to see Naejashi. He was not wearing his official attire on that day, but | greeted him just as |

would a ruler and said “O' king! Why is it that you are not seen in your official attire?”

He said: “I have read in the Bible that whoever receives a divine blessing should thank God, and that
nothing is better than humbleness as a form of being grateful to God. Since | heard that Muhammad

(a.s) was victorious over the polytheists in Badr, | like to show my being grateful to God in this manner.”

1325- Imam Bagjir (a.s) narrated that once an angel riding al-Boraq1 and wearing a silk dress
descended down to Earth for the first time and told the Prophet (S): “God the Almighty has given you the



choice between being a servant and a Prophet, or a king and a Prophet, or humble.” The Prophet
noticed that Gabriel was pointing to being humble. He said: “I choose being a humble Prophet.” The
angel said: “Your rank near God will not be lowered as a result of this choice.” Imam Bagqir (a.s) said:

“This angel carried the keys to the treasures on Earth.”

1326~ Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever Imam Sajjad (a.s) walked he would never put his right foot
ahead of his left one (implying that he was very humble). One day he was passing by a few people who

had leprosy and were eating food. He greeted them, and they invited him to eat with them.

He accepted their invitation and said: “God does not like haughty people.” He went to them, and since
he was fasting he said: “I am fasting, but come to my house tomorrow.” They went to his house the next
day, and ate and the Imam (a.s) gave them some gifts.” Some traditions state that the Imam (a.s) dined

with them.
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1327- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Lugman told his son: “O' my son! Be humble to God to be the wisest
person. Indeed wise people are captives of God.”

1328- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is no honor except for those who humiliate themselves for God,

and there is no high rank except for those who are humble to God.”
1329- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever loves us and is not illegitimately born is a pure servant of God.”

1330- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Three things are the principles of



infidelity: greed, haughtiness and jealousy.”

1331- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Three things are back-breaking: overestimating one's deeds, forgetting

one's sins and only considering one's own viewpoints.”

1332- God's Prophet (S) said: “Kings are the most cruel people. The most disgustful people are the

people who are haughty, and the lowest people are those who insult other people.”

1333- Hassan ibn al-Jaham asked Imam Ridha’ (a.s): “What is the ultimate limit of humbleness?” He
said: “It is to want for others what you want for yourself.” He said: “May | be your devoted servant! |

want to know how | seem to you.” He said: “Look and see how | seem to you.”

1334- The Prophet of God (S) said: “God the Almighty revealed to David:” O' David! The closest people
to Me in the Hereafter are those who are humble. The most distant people to Me in the Hereafter are

those who are haughty.”

1335- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Nothing is better than being humble. No loneliness is more
horrifying than being conceited. | am amazed at the haughty people. Earlier they were just a sperm, and

soon in the future they will be a corpse.”
1336~ The Prophet (S) said: “Whoever is the least haughty or proud will not enter Heaven.”

1337- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Imam Sajjad (a.s) walked as if there was a bird on his head. He never put

his right leg ahead of his left one (this means that he was very humble).”
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1338- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “On the Resurrection Day, haughty people will be placed under the
people's feet as tiny objects until God gets done with reckoning.”

1339- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty revealed to David. Why are you so quiet?” David said:
“Your awe has silenced me.” God asked: “Why are you so slim?” He said: “Your love made me slim.”

i

God the Almighty said: “Why are you so poor?” He said: “Standing up for your right has made me poor.’

God the Almighty said: “O' David! Why have you humiliated yourself?” He said: “Your indescribable
Majesty and Grandeur has humiliated me.” God the Almighty said: “O' David! Now | give you the glad
tidings that you will receive what you love the Day you meet Me. Associate with the people according to
their own ways, but be separate from them in your religious issues. You will attain whatever you want

from Me on the Resurrection Day.”

1340- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are two guardian angels in the heavens for anyone. They will raise

whoever is humble to God, and humiliate whoever is haughty.”

1341- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Haughtiness is God's especial garment. Whoever fights with God over it

will be thrown into the Fire face down.”

1342- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever is the least haughty will not enter Heaven.”



1343- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty revealed to Moses: “O' Moses, the son of Imran! Do
you know why | chose you from among my servants to send revelations to and to talk to?” Moses said:
“O' Lord! | do not know.” God the Almighty said: “O' Moses! | looked upon my servants, and found no
one humbler than you to Me. That is why | appointed you to reveal to and talk to.” Imam Sadiq (a.s)
added: “Moses never got up from praying before rubbing his right and left cheeks to the ground.”

1344- In Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “There is always a guardian
angel accompanying everyone. If you are humble to God the angel will raise your rank, and if you are

haughty it will humiliate you.”

1345- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever carries his own things is indeed avoiding haughtiness.”
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Chapter 3: On Forgiving

1346- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The following are among the noblest
characteristics of this world and the Hereafter: forgiving one who oppresses you, establishing ties with

one who cuts off relations with you, and being patient with one who mistreats you of ignorance.”

1347- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “There are three acts with which a Muslim attains honor: forgiving the

oppressor, giving to the deprived, and establishing ties with the one who has cut off relations with him.”

1348- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet of God (S): “Forgive since it will cause
you to attain honor. Forgive each other so that God honors you.”

1349- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Getting sorry that you forgave is better and easier than getting sorry that

you punished.”

1350- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated that a Jewish woman brought a piece of poisoned lamb for God's
Prophet (S) to eat. The Prophet asked her why she had done that. She said she thought it would not
harm him if he was really a Prophet, and it would kill him and thus free the people if he was a king. Then
God's Prophet (S) forgave her.

1351- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) narrated that the Prophet of God (S) asked a man who had bewitched him the
reason for his action. The man said: “I knew that it would not affect you if you were a Prophet.” Then
God's Prophet (S) forgave him.”
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1352- One of the companions of Imam Ridha’ (a.s) narrated that once when one of the servants of
Imam Ridha’ (a.s) escaped to Egypt, one of the people of Medina who was in Egypt recognized him and
arrested him. He brought him back to Medina. They got to the house of Imam Ridha’ (a.s) at night.

Then the Imam (a.s) went to see him. When the servant moved to greet the Imam (a.s), Imam Ridha’
(a.s) heard the sound of the chains with which he was placed under arrest. The Imam asked him who he
was. The man from Medina said that he was the servant who had escaped. The Imam told the servant:

“Go, you are free.”

1353- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “If someone swears at you on your right side, and then goes to your left

side and apologizes, accept his apology.”

1354- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Accept apologies, whether or not
they are right. | will not intercede on behalf of anyone who does not accept an apology.”

1355- God's Prophet (S) said: “If one of your Muslim brothers apologizes and you do not accept his

apology, God will establish you a companion who will harm you.”
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Chapter 4: On Generosity and Stinginess

1356- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “One is more generous with what is in the
hands of others than with what is in his own hands.”

1357- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Heaven is the residence of

generous people.”
1358- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A generous person is one who spends his wealth in the way of God.”

1359- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Generosity is abstaining from what is forbidden, and being pleased with

spending what you legitimately earn in God's way.”

1360- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Any believer who is generous and good-tempered is always protected
and guided by God until he enters Heaven.”

1361- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “A sinful but generous young man is dearer to God than a worshipping but

stingy old man.”

1362- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was questioned about the limits of generosity. He said: “It is to allocate the
portion of your wealth that God has prescribed for spending in His way.”

1363- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Generosity is a tree rooted in
Heaven with its branches hanging over the Earth. Whoever grabs one of those branches will climb up it

to Heaven.”

Il Jadll

Jaills s lawll g

1356. Jiddls udill ¢ laln e HiST Gulill sl 3 Uoe e pall el s 3L e sopulaall OUS opa.

1357. elawd )l Gall :0 Wl Jsuw, JG :JB dic.



1358. 3a i 4dle ans dll o )SI1 falll : suleall JUG.

1359, & daary of dudi eyl JMally [3k 136 el o aliall e aall Guds saud of clalall - L] Yl
Al de .

1360.L;.;qg@Jﬂg‘ywlgwéogygwg@mg;@&:wu:dumr#@i&
Aall dayy.

1361, Jaas wile s oe alll ) Canl a5y Dl 26 Saan i e

1362, 4o ga & wamnis elile alll ol il 3all e o g,ad 1S el 35 e alll e gl Jio

1363. oo crans a1 ad (o W1 8 Solduth Gilaal diall 88,0 cLalull :0 Wl J g, JW :J aic
all I eaadl ell ssls Lgilas].

1364- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Abraham (a.s) was the father of all hosts. Whenever he did not have any
guests, he would leave the house, close the door, and take his keys and go to look for some guests.
One night when he returned home, he saw a man or someone similar to a man in his house. He asked
“O' servant of God! With whose permission did you enter this house?” He said: “With the permission of
the owner of the house.” And he repeated it three times. Abraham (a.s) realized what had happened and

praised the Lord.

The guest said: “Your Lord has sent me to one of His servants whom He has chosen as His friend.”
Abraham said: “Please introduce me to that friend (of God), so | get to know him before | die.” The man
said: “You are that friend.” Abraham asked: “Why?” He said: “Since you never asked anyone for

anything, and never turned down anyone who asked you for something.”
1365- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “How bad it is for someone to be asked for something and he says no.”

1366- Someone asked Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s) during his circumambulation of the Kaaba: “Let me
know who is generous?” The Imam (a.s) said: “There are two implications for what you ask. If you mean
to ask about the creatures, generous ones are those who pay what God has prescribed. But if you mean
to ask about the Creator, He is always generous, whether or not He gives. Since if He gives you
something, He has given you what does not belong to you, and if He does not give you anything, He has

not given to you what does not belong to you.”



1367- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Generous people eat other people's food so that others eat their food,

but stingy people do not eat other people's food so that others do not eat their food.”
1368- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A stingy person is one who is even stingy about greeting.”

1369- Imam Ali (a.s) asked his son Imam Hassan (a.s): “O' my son! What is generosity?” He said: “It is

giving freely during affluence and destitution.”

1370- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that the Prophet (S) said: “Two characteristics are not proper

for a Muslim: stinginess and being bad-tempered.”

1371- God's Prophet (S) said: “Both stinginess and faith can never be present in the heart of a (true)

servant.”
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1372- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked what the most suitable characteristics of a man are. He said:
“Dignity without being awesome, generosity without demanding something in return, and attending to

affairs other than worldly affairs.”

1373- God's Prophet (S) said: “The gates of Heaven are open to the poor, and Mercy will descend upon
the merciful, and God is pleased with the generous people.”

1374- God's Prophet (S) said: “The most generous people are those who pay their alms tax. The most
outstanding people are those who do not consider this world to be important. Stingy people have the

least comfort. The stingiest people are those who are stingy about what God has prescribed.”

1375- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “l am amazed at the one who is stingy both when the world is running in
his favor and when it is not. Charity will not affect the world running in your favor and neither will

stinginess help when the world is not running in your favor.”

1376- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty approved of Islam as your religion, so combine it with
generosity and being good-tempered.”

1377- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Stinginess is the cause of destitution, and cowardliness is the
cause of deficiency. Be generous, but do not be a spendthrift. Give in charity in a reasonable amount,
but do not be too stingy. Do not be shy to give a little amount of charity, since by depriving the poor from
even a little amount will even end up in less for them. | am amazed at stingy people who rush into
poverty from which they have escaped, and love self-sufficiency while they are seeking it, and live like
the poor in this world while they are just as accountable as the rich in the Hereafter. Stinginess is the

combination of all wickedness, and is what draws man to all that is evil.”

1378- It has been narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) brought two captives to God's Prophet (S). He
ordered both their heads to be chopped off. They chopped off the head of one of them, but when they

wanted to chop off the head of the other one, Gabriel descended and said: “O' Muhammad!
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Your Lord sends greetings and says: “Do not kill this one since he is generous and good-tempered with
his people.” The Jewish captive whose head was about to be chopped off said: “Is this the Messenger
from your Lord who is informing you?” The Prophet (S) said: “Yes.” He said: “| swear by God that | have
never taken anyone else's money even as much as one Durham. | have never turned away from
participating in a war. | witness that there is no god but your God, and you are Muhammad, His
Prophet.” God's Prophet (S) said: “This is one of the persons drawn to Heaven by his generosity and

good temper.”

1379- God's Prophet (S) said: “A generous person is close to God, Heaven and the people, and is far
away from the Fire (of Hell). A stingy person is far away from God, Heaven and the people, and is close
to the Fire (of Hell).”

1380- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “The generous people are the masters of the people in this world, and the
pious people are the masters of the people in the Hereafter.”

1381- God's Prophet (S) said: “O' Ali! Be generous since God loves any generous person. If anyone

comes to you who needs something, fulfill his needs. If he is not worthy of you, you be worthy of him.”

1382- In Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha’ it is narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) wrote to Imam Jawad (a.s): “O' Abi
Ja'far! | have heard that when you mount your horse and want to go out, the servants take you out of the
small door so that no one can benefit from you. | want you to use only the large door, and carry bags of

coins so that you can give some to anyone who asks you for anything.

If any of your relatives asks you for help, give them no less than fifty Dinars. You can decide for yourself

if you want to give more. If any of your aunt's daughters ask you for help, give them no less than twenty-



five Dinars. You can decide for yourself if you want to give more. | want you to be raised in rank by God.

Give in charity and do not fear getting poor.”
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Chapter 5: On Shame

1383- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “There are two forms of shame: the

shame of the intellect which is knowledge, and the shame of foolishness which is ignorance.”

1384~ Either Imam Bagir (a.s) or Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Shame and faith are wound together. If one

goes, so does the other.”

1385- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Shame is due to faith, and faith is in Heaven. Hypocrisy is from

oppression, and oppression is in the Fire.”

1386~ Salman- may God have Mercy upon him- said: “Whenever God wants to ruin someone He will
take away his shyness, and then he will always be fearful and awesome. If so, he will lose

trustworthiness, and will then be damned by Satan. At this time we damn him, too.”



1387- God's Prophet (S) said: “You can gossip about one who puts decency aside.”

1388- Imam Bagir (a.s) told Masir ibn Abdul Aziz: “O' Masir! Whenever you want to ask someone for
something, do not do it at night. Ask for it in the daytime since then there is shame shown on the face.”

1389- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “May God bless a servant who is
shy before his Lord. Real shyness is covering up the head, watching out what you eat, remembering the

grave and affliction and remembering that there is a return to the Hereafter for us.”
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1390- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Be ashamed of God as He



deserves to be ashamed of.” They asked him what to do. He said: “If you are so, you cannot go to sleep
without seeing death facing you. You should watch for your head and whatever is in it. You should watch
for your stomach and what you pour in it. You should remember the grave and the affliction. Whoever

wants the life of the Hereafter should abandon the adornments of the life of this world.”

1391- God's Prophet (S) said: “Faith is (like) a naked body. lts clothing is shyness. Its adornments are
fulfilling one's promises. Its manliness is doing good deeds. lts pillar is piety. Everything has a

foundation. The foundation of Islam is love for our family, the members of the Holy Household.”

1392- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is no hope for whoever lacks the following characteristics: fearing
God in private, repenting and not doing bad things when you get old, and being ashamed of doing evil
deeds.”

1393- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whatever is combined with shyness is adorned by it. And whatever is

combined with obscenity is disgraced by it.”

1394- God's Prophet (S) said: “There is morality in every religion and the morality of Islam is shyness.”
1395- God's Prophet (S) said: “Shyness is due to faith.”

1396- God's Prophet (S) said: “Shortage of shyness is due to infidelity.”

1397- God's Prophet (S) was asked for advice. He said: “Be shy before God as you are shy before the

good men in your tribe.”

1398- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are ten parts in shame. Nine parts are in women, and one in men.
A girl will lose one part of her shame when she starts to have her periods, and loses another part when
she gets married. She loses another part when she sleeps with her husband, and loses another part
when she delivers a child. She will be left with five parts. If she loses her chastity, she will lose all her

shame, and if she remains chaste, she will maintain all the remaining five parts.”
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1399- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “Only one of the wise sayings of the Prophets has remained, that is “Do
whatever you like when you do not have any shame.” And this is about the Ummayad clan.”

1400- Abi Saeed al-Khedri said: “The Prophet of God (S) had more shame than a virgin girl has.”

1401- The Prophet (S) said: “One of the things that people have learned from the early Prophets' words
is that you can do anything you wish if you have no shame.” Abu al-Tay'yeb said: “This does not mean
that you are free to do whatever you wish. But it is a threat and implies that you should be pious. Do

whatever you want to do, but you will soon be punished in the Hereafter.”

1402- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever believes in God and the
Hereafter should fulfill his promise.”

1403- Muhammad ibn Hakim narrated that Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “If a group of people enter a town
and ask the people if they can stay there and the people turn them down, but they think the residents

agreed with their stay and they stay there, they are secure.”

1404- Imam Hussein (a.s) was asked about the meaning of the Arabic word “Najdeh”. He replied: “It
means attempting to do great things, and persevering in the face of difficulties and defending your
believing brothers.”

1405- They asked Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) about daring. He said: “It is fighting with people of the



same age.”
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Chapter 6: On Zeal

1406- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “God the Almighty considers any

man who does not defend against those who attack his house to be His enemy.”

1407- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty is Zealous, and loves the zealous. It is for this zeal that
He has forbidden all public or private obscene deeds.”

1408- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Abraham was zealous. He would lock the door and take the key

whenever he left the house.”

1409- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Saed is zealous, and | am even

more zealous than him. May God chop off the nose of the believers and Muslims who are not zealous.”



1410- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The heart of any man who is not zealous is turned upside down.”

1411- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “God is indeed zealous
about believing men and women. Believers should also be zealous, since the heart of anyone who is not

zealous is upside down.”

1412- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Islamic zeal will not be destroyed except through infidelity after faith,
fornication after chastity, killing someone who is forbidden to kill, or not defending your privacy. God's
Prophet (S) said: “You can kill whoever sneaks into your house at night, and blind whoever peeks into
your house from the top of the wall.” He added: “The Prophet is zealous.”
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1413- Ishaq ibn Am'mar asked Imam Kazim (a.s): “What should a man do who has wives, a maid or
maids in the house when he leaves the house?” The Imam (a.s) replied: “He should be zealous and lock
the doors and be strict with them. The Prophet of God (S) said: “Abraham (a.s) was zealous, and | am

even more zealous than him. May God chop off the nose of any believer who is not zealous.”

1414~ Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is no blood money required for blinding or injuring anyone who

takes a furtive look into a house at women.”

1415- Abi Maryam al-Ansari quoted on the authority of Imam Bagir (a.s) on the authority of God's
Prophet (S): “There is no blood money required for blinding or injuring someone who takes a furtive

look.”

1416- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “God's Prophet (S) was sitting in his house with his cane leaning on the
wall. He noticed someone looking at him. He said: “O' you the one who is looking at me! If you stay
where you are | will come and take out your eyes using this cane.” They asked Imam Bagir (a.s): “How
did the Prophet realize that someone was looking at him while he was sitting down?” Imam Bagir (a.s)

said: “From the gaps inside the wall woven from palm.”

1417- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his noble grandfather (a.s) that Imam Ali (a.s) said:

“O' people of Iraq! | have heard that your women run into men in the streets. Are you not ashamed?”

1418- In another tradition we read: “Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Are you not ashamed? Where is

your zeal? Your women leave the house and run into strangers?”
1419- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There is no zeal in what is legitimate.” The Prophet of God told

Imam Ali and Fatima on the night of their wedding: “Do not force me to come back to you2.”
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1420- Hamzeh ibn Umran narrated that he used to take his slave maids into a house and go and lock
them in whenever he entered Medina and go and do his business. He once described this to Imam
Sadig. The Imam (a.s) said: “Are you zealous of what you have not seen? Beware that if they oppress

you regarding themselves it is better than you oppressing them.”

1421- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “They brought several captives to the Prophet (S). He ordered all but one
off them to be killed. That captive asked: 'O’ Prophet of God! Why did you free me from among us?” The
Prophet (S) said: “Gabriel informed me that God said that you have five characteristics which God and
His Prophet love: serious zeal about your family, generosity, being good-tempered, honesty, and
bravery.” When the man heard this he accepted Islam and became a good Muslim. He accompanied the

Prophet in a holy war, really fought hard and was martyred.
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Chapter 7: On Noble Characteristics

1422- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S):
“Do you want me to tell you whose characteristics are closer to mine?” They said: “O' Prophet of God!
Yes please.” He said: “The ones who are good-tempered; most patient; kindest to relatives regarding
what is right; restrain their anger; most forgiving; and most fair at times of pleasure and anger.”

1423- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “We love those of our followers who are intelligent, understanding,
persevering, knowledgeable, patient, kind, persevering and loyal. God the Almighty has granted the
noblest human characteristics to the Prophets. Whoever possesses those characteristics should be
grateful to God. Whoever does not possess them should cry and ask God to grant him these
characteristics.” He was asked: “What are these characteristics?” He said: “Piety, contentment,
perseverance, gratitude, patience, shame, generosity, bravery, zeal, goodness, honesty and

trustworthiness.”

1424- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty has granted the noblest characteristics to the Prophets.
Whoever possesses these characteristics should realize that God has wished him well, and whoever
does not possess these characteristics should pray to God and ask Him to be granted these
characteristics. These characteristics are certitude, contentment, perseverance, gratitude, patience,

being good-tempered, generosity, zeal, brevity, manliness, goodness and trustworthiness.”
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1425- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are ten characteristics which are the noblest. Try to attain them.
They may be in a servant, and not in his master. They may be in a father but not in his son.” They asked
him what these characteristics were. He said: “Real courage honesty in speech, trustworthiness,
maintaining the relations of kin, hospitality, feeding the needy, compensating for other people's kindness,

respecting the rights of neighbors, respecting the rights of friends, and above all having shame.”

1426- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty has partitioned Islam into seven parts. These are
goodness, honesty, certitude, contentment (with divine destiny), loyalty, knowledge and patience. Then
he has distributed these among the people. Whoever possesses all seven has perfect faith and is
strong. He gave some people just one, some just two, some just three, some just four, some just five,
some just six, and some all seven of these.” Then he added: “Therefore you should not expect one who
has only been given one or two parts of the faith to be responsible for more, since he cannot bear more,

and so on.”

1427- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever possesses the following four characteristics has perfected his

Islam even if he lived in sin all his life: honesty, trustworthiness, shame, and good-temper.”

1428- (Zararah narrated that) Imam Bagjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “The
noblest of you during the era of Ignorance are the noblest ones in the era of Islam.” Then Imam Bagqjir
said: “This means that the people who were good-tempered, most generous, best with their neighbors
and did not hurt others in the era of Ignorance were the closest to the people. Islam did not add anything
but honor to them.”

1429- Muhammad ibn Ajlan narrated that once when he was with Imam Sadiqg (a.s) a man came in and
greeted them. Imam Sadiq (a.s) asked him: “How are the believing brothers with whom you were?” He
admired them. Imam Sadiq (a.s) asked: “How much do the rich attend to the poor?” He said: “Little.”
Imam Sadiq (a.s) asked: “How often do the rich visit the poor?” He said: “Not often.” The Imam (a.s)
asked: “How much do the rich help the poor?” He said: “You are talking about such behavior that is rare
among us.” Then Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “How do you then consider yourselves to be our followers?”
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1430- Imam Hassan (a.s) narrated parts of a sermon of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “O' people! Do you
want me to describe to you the characteristics of one of my believing brothers who | always considered
to be nobler than others. What made him seem the noblest in my eyes is that the world seemed to be
very small in his eyes. His stomach did not rule him. He did not try to attain what he did not possess. He
was not controlled by lust, therefore he was not feeble-minded. He was free from the rule of ignorance,

therefore he never asked any untrustworthy person for anything.

He never had a very good appetite. He was not boring. He was content. He was silent most of his life.
He never quarrelled with others when they talked. He never took part in any fights. He did not present
any reasons unless the judge was present. He was not inattentive to his religious brothers. He did not
consider himself to be superior to his believing brothers. He was slim. He considered himself to be weak.
He was like a formidable lion when he fought. He never blamed anyone for what they could apologize

for, and let them apologize. He did what he said, and did not talk about things he did not do.

Whenever he faced a dilemma, he would oppose the option that was closer to his selfish desires. He
never expressed his problems for people who could not supposedly help resolve them. He never
consulted with anyone who did not wish him well. He never got depressed, or discontent. He did not
complain. He did not ask for much. He did not take revenge. He was not unaware of the enemies' plots.
Now try to attain these noble characteristics. Even if you cannot attain all of them, attaining some is

better than lacking them all. There is no power except in, or by means of God.”

1431- Either Imam Bagir (a.s) or Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One of the adornments of Islam is good
behavior with the people. So please have good behavior since it will make you look good to the people.



When they see you speak fair they cannot oppose what you say. Verily God the Almighty has rightly
said:

“And thou (standest) on an exalted standard of character.”

[The Holy Quran: Qalam 68:4]

Such behavior is in your own hands.”
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1432- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqgi narrated on the authority of the
Prophet (S) that Gabriel descended to the Prophet of God (S) and said he had come to award him a gift
which had never been granted to anyone else before. God's Prophet (S) said: “What is it?” He said:
“Perseverance.” The Prophet (S) asked: “What is better than perseverance.” He said: “Contentment.”
The Prophet (S) asked: “What is better than contentment?” He said: “Sincerity.” The Prophet (S) asked:
“What is better than sincerity.” He said: “Abstinence.” The Prophet (S) asked: “What is better than

abstinence?” He said: “Certitude.”

The Prophet (S) asked: “What is better than certitude.” He said: “O' Prophet of God! The way to get to
all of the above is reliance on God.” The Prophet (S) asked: “O' Gabriel! What does reliance on God
mean?” Gabriel said: “It means that you know creatures can neither harm nor benefit you, and get to
used to having any hopes in the people. When you are this way, you will only rely on God, and will only
have hopes in or fear from God. You will never expect anything from anyone but God. This is the
meaning of reliance on God.” The Prophet (S) said: “O' Gabriel! What does perseverance mean?” He

said: “Being patient during times of hardship as you are during times of self-sufficiency.

Being patient during times of calamities as you are during times of health, and not complaining to God



when calamities descend down upon you. The Prophet (S) asked: “What does contentment mean?” He
said: “A content person does not get angry with his master whether or not he gets access to worldly
goods, and is not pleased with his own minimal efforts.” The Prophet (S) asked: “O' Gabriel! What does
abstinence mean?” He said: “Abstinence means: “Liking what your Creator likes, and hating what your
Creator hates; staying away from the legitimate things in this world, and totally forgetting about what is
forbidden.

This is because there is a reckoning for what is made legitimate, and there is punishment for what is
forbidden. Abstinence means being kind to all Muslims just as you are with yourself. Abstinence means
not overeating just as you stay away from a stinking corpse. Abstinence means staying away from the
adornments of this world just as you stay away from an all-encompassing fire. Abstinence means not

having high hopes just as if you are about to die.”
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The Prophet (S) asked: “O' Gabriel! What does sincerity mean?” He said: “One who is sincere will not
ask for anything from the people and he struggles to obtain it himself, and is content with it once he
obtains it. He will give what is left over with him in charity for the sake of God, since whoever does not
ask any creatures for anything has indeed confessed his servitude to God. God will be pleased with
whoever is pleased with what he obtains. Whoever gives charity for God's pleasure has indeed reached

the level of trust in his Lord.”

The Prophet (S) asked: “O' Gabriel! What does certitude mean?” He said: “Whoever has attained
certitude performs his deeds for the sake of God just as if he sees God. Even though he cannot see God
he knows that God witnesses whatever he does. He is certain that he will suffer as much sorrow and
experience as much happiness as he is destined to. He is certain that he will not obtain what is not



destined for him. These are all branches of reliance on God, and the steps to abstinence.”

1433- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The most beneficial thing for man is to realize his faults before others do.
The hardest thing to do is to cover up poverty. The best level of self-sufficiency is wishing well for
someone who refuses it, and living next door to a greedy person. The best form of comfort is not placing

any hopes in people.”

1434~ Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not be sad or upset. Control yourself regarding those of your
opponents who are more powerful than you are. Since confessing that they are superior to you will
cause you not to oppose them. Whoever does not accept that there are others who are superior to him
is selfish.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) told a man: “Strengthen your religion as the people of this world strengthen
their worldly life.

This world is a witness through which we can recognize the depth of the Hereafter. Always recognize the
Hereafter through the blessings of this world, and try to learn a lesson from them.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) told
another man: “There is no honor for anyone except those who humiliate themselves before God. There

is no elevation of rank for anyone except for those who are humble to God.”
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1435- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “The best worshipper of God is
the one who performs the obligatory acts. The most abstinent person is the one who abstains from the
forbidden acts. The most God-fearing person is the one who tells the truth whether it be beneficial or

harmful to him.

The most pious person is the one who avoids quarrelling even if he is right. The strongest person is the



one who abandons sins. The noblest person is the most God-fearing one. The most honorable person is
the one who does not talk in vain. The most prosperous person is the one who associates with the noble

ones.”

1436- Imam Sajjad (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “| have been appointed to spread

the best and the noblest characteristics.”

1437- God's Prophet (S) said: “Completing good deeds is better than starting them.”
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1. Translators’ note: Al-Boraq refers to the creature which carried the Prophet of God (S) from the al-Haram Mosque in
Mecca to al-Agsa Mosque in Jursalim. But the Arabic word "Alborag" comes from the word "Barg" which means light. We
also know that the angels are created from light and therefore this might imply that the ascension was a transportation
based on the speed of light, as we see in the modern theory of relativity by Albert Einstein.

2. Translators’ note: The Prophet (S) meant that they should consummate their marriage.
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