Al-Islam.org

Ahlul Bayt Digital Islamic Library Project

Published on A/-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > Selected Narrations about the Twelfth Imam volume 2 > Chapter Three: The Proofs About The

Reappearance of The Mahdi, > Section Five

Section Five

The traditions that mention his facial appearance (shamiiluh)
Comprised of twenty-nine traditions

500. rifat al-Mahdi1: From Ablsl Sa’©id al-Khudrk, from the Holy Prophet, Allah’s blessings be on him
and his family, who said: “The Mahd is from us Ahl al-Bait and a man from my umma. He will have a

aquiline nose. He will fill the earth with justice just as it will be filled with injustice.”

501. Al-Muiannaf2: Informed us "Abd al-Razzlq, from Mu ammar, from Matar, from a man, from Ab[
Sa’'zd al-Khudri, that the Mahd® will have a aquiline nose and a wide forehead.

502. Musnad al-Reysni, Mu’'jam al-abarsnis, and Mankgib al-Mahdi#3: fudhayfat b. al-Yamizn, may
Allah be satisfied with him, narrates that the Messenger of Allah, Allah’s blessings be on him and his
family, said: “The Mahdil is a man from my progeny. His face is like a glittering star. His complexion will
be Arabian while his physique will be similar to the Israelites. He will fill the earth with justice just as it will
be filled with injustice. The inhabitants of the earth and the sky and the birds in the air will be satisfied

during his government. He will rule for twenty years.”

503. Al-"AwElig4: From Ablsl Salmat b. “Abd al-Ra“mein b. “Auf, from his father, from the Messenger of
Allah, Allah’s blessings be on him and his family, who said: “Certainly, Allah will raise a person from my
progeny. His front teeth will be slightly apart and he will have a wide forehead. He will fill the earth with

justice and will bestow wealth abundantly.”

504. Al-Fitan5: Narrated to us al-Walzd, from Sa’'d, from Qatda, from Ab Natra, from Abl |-Fliddiq,
from Abrl Sa’'lfld al-Khudri, from the Messenger of Allah, Allah’s blessings be on him [and his family],

who said: “The Mahdis] will have a wide forehead and a aquiline nose.”

And through another chain of narrator from Abisl Sa’sd al-Khudris, from the Holy Prophet, Allah’s
blessings be on him [and his family], who said: “The Mahd will have an aquiline nose and a wide
forehead.”
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505. Musnad Abis] Ya'l=e: Narrated to us Qaslan b. Bushair, from "Adisl b. Ablsl "UmEira, from Malar al-
Warrislq, from Abisl |-giddilg, from Abis Sa’ifld, from the Messenger of Allah, Allah’s blessings be on him

[and his family], who said:

Certainly, a man from my Ahl al-Bait will rise upon my umma. He will have an aquiline [nose] and a wide
[forehead]. He will fill the earth with justice just as it will be filled with unfairness and injustice. He will

rule for seven years.

506. Kamrll al-diein7: Narrated to us "Alfl b. A¥mad b. MsEl, may Allah be satisfied with him, from
Muflammad b. Ab “Abd-Allah al-K#fs, from Mu®ammad b. Ism&’5l al-Barmak, from Isme’=l b. Melik,
from Muflammad b. Sinin, from Abkl [-JErid Ziyied b. al-Mundhir, from (Imam) Abkl Ja'far al-Bilqir,
from his father, from his grandfather, from Amisr al-Mu’miniin “Als b. Abi [Eslib—peace be on them
all—who said while he was on the pulpit:

A man from my descendants will emerge in the end of times. His color will be white with a reddish
complexion and he will have a wide stomach, sturdy thighs, and large shoulders. On his back are two
moles: One the color of his skin and the other will be similar to the mole of the Messenger of Allah,
Allah's blessings be on him and his family.

He will have two names: One name will be hidden and the other will be apparent. The one which will be
hidden will be Afimad and the one that will be apparent will be Mulammad. When he moves, you will
see everything between the east and west being illuminated for him. He will place his hands on the
heads of the people, then, no believer will remain but that his heart will be stronger than plates of steel.
Allah, the Exalted, will give him the strength of forty men. There will not be a dead person [from the
believers] in the grave but that happiness will enter his [heart] while he is in his grave, and the [dead]
will be visiting each other in their graves and giving glad-tidings to each other about the rise of the
Qi’im, may Allah’s blessings be upon him.

507. Al-Mustadrak8: Narrated to us Abi |-"Abbrls Murammad b. Ya qib, from Mulammad b. IsEifq al-
fan’&ne, from “Amr b. “Eilim al-Kilsbi, from “Imrign al-Qaklcisin, from Qatisida, from Ablsl Nalsra, from
Abr Sa'=d, from the Messenger of Allah, Allah’s blessings be on him [and his family], who said: “The
Mahdr! is from us Ahl al-Bait. He will have an aquiline nose and a wide [forehead]. He will fill the earth
with fairness and justice as it will be filled with injustice and unfairness. He will live for this many years,”
and he showed seven with his fingers by showing the five fingers of his left hand and the thumb and the
index finger of his right hand.

Al-[I5kim says, “This tradition is correct (Faslssl) according to the criteria set by Muslim but neither of

them [i.e. al-Bukhriris and Muslim] have recorded it.

508. Dhikr akhbier lbahin9: Narrated to us Muammad b. Ja'far, from Asimad b. al-fusayn al-AnEEri,
from Amad b. Muilammad b. al-flusayn b. [lafis], from his grandfather al-<usayn, from “Akramat b.
IbrigThisim, from Masiar al-Warrislq, from Ablsl I-<iddislq al-Niji, from Ablsl Sa’fld al-Khudris, from the



Messenger of Allah, Allah’s blessings be on him and his family, who said:

The Hour will not be established until a man from my Ahl al-Bait rules. He will have a wide forehead and
an aquiline nose. He will fill the earth with justice just as it would have been filled before him with

unfairness. He will live for seven years.

509. Al-Fitan10: Narrated to us ibn Wahb, from Isgfiq b. Yalelyls, from #alsiat al-Taymis, from [gwis,
from "Alsl b. Abls [f5lib, peace be on him, who said: “He will be a youth from the Quraish with a tanned

(asmar) complexion and lean [in figure].”

The traditions with the following numbers also show the aforementioned concept: 360, 366, 374, 378,
414, 428, 431, 484, 518, 577, 691, 812-814, 835, 836, 1198, 1217 and 1246

1. "lgd al-durar, chap. 3, p. 33. He says: “Al-£lsfilsl Abll Nu'aim has recorded it in ifat al-Mahdi; Kashf al-ghumma, citing
al-A=EdEth al-arba’®n, vol. 2, p. 469, no. 11; Far®’id al-sim@ain, vol. 2, chap. 61, p. 330, no. 58; Yan#br"’ al-mawadda,
chap. 94, p. 488; Bishierat al-Islgm, vol. 2, chap. 3, p. 271, from al-#=fiel Ablel Nu'aim; Biger al-anwir, vol. 51, p. 80.

2. "Abd al-Razzq, al-Muzannaf, vol. 11, chap. “Al-Mahdz,” no. 20773; al-Fitan, vol. 5, p. 95, from Ablzl Sa'td al-Khudri,
from the Messenger of Allah, Allah's blessings be on him and his family.

3. “lqd al-durar, chap. 3, p. 34. He said: “Al-Fiefill Ablsl Nu'aim has recoded it in Maniqib al-Mahdi and al-lfils Abiel |-
QElsim al-Flabarisini in his Mu'jam; Jawithir al-"igdain, vol. 2, p. 8; al-Flaw('iq al-mulsriga, p. 162, from al-Riglyni, al-
@abarns, and others; Ghmyat al-ma’'mrl, vol. 5, p. 343, from al-REyEn, Ab® Nu'aim, al-Daylamr, and al-Fabarnm;
Firdaus al-akhbfr, vol. 4, p. 6940, which says: “his face is like a glittering moon”; al-Bayfin, through his chain of narrators
from Eudhayfa, chap. 17. He writes: “This is a good (flasan) tradition. We have narrated it from a large number of people
from the companions of al-Thaqafis and his chain of narrators is acceptable to us, and All Praise is for Allah.” He then
mentions that Ablsl Nu'aim, al-[flabarisnis, and al-Daylamisl have recorded this tradition. Nisr al-abEisr, chap. 2, p. 154, citing
Firdaus al-akhbir; Is'#f al-righibiin, chap. 2, p. 135; Yanisb™” al-mawadda, chap. 73, p. 433; Al-Burhisn f “alsimisit
Mahdi Ekhir al-zamisin, chap. 2, pp. 93-94, no. 16, citing al-Rilyini in his Musnad and Abisl Nu'aim; Kashf al-ghumma,
vol. 2, p. 469, no.9, citing al-AfEdrth al-arba'®n; al-"Arf al-ward, p. 137, with the following wording: “The Mahds is a
man from my descendants. His complexion is an Arabian complexion, his physique is like the Israelites, and on his right
cheek is a mole like a glittering star . . . and the birds in the air.” He has narrated it from al-Rey®n®’s Musnad and Ab®
Nu'aim; al-JEmi* al-Fagh®r, vol. 2, p. 187, under the letter ‘al-M®m,’” no. 45; Mahd® @l al-RasFl, p. 4; Ibrfiz al-wahm al-
maknin, p. 572, no. 66; Law'iT al-anwr al-bahiyya under the commentary on the line of poetry: minhi al-im#m al-
khetam al-fa®Es / Muslammad al-Mahd® wa |-MasF#, from the collection of poems called al-Durrat al-muf’'a; Fai® al-
gadar, vol. 6, p. 279; Mash®riq al-anwr, sect. 2, p. 112; al-’Idh®'a, p. 188; al-Qar al-Shahd®, p. 48; Ghiliyat al-
mawi'iE, vol. 1, p. 77; al-Baw®’ig, p. 162, under the Twelfth Verse; al-Fatowi® I-Fadsthiyya, p. 39, which says: “there is a
mole like a glittering star on his right cheek”; Nir al-abEr, p. 154; Kanz al-"ummil, vol. 14, no. 38666; Dhakh’ir al-"uqb,
p. 136; Shari al-akhbeir, vol. 3, p. 378, no. 1251, and many other books and writings which will not be mentioned for the
sake of conciseness. In some of these sources, only mentioning the beginning of the tradition will suffice.

| say: Some of them have said ‘Israelite physique’ means that his body-shape is like that of the Israelites, who are tall and
well-built.

4. "lgd al-durar, chap. 3, p. 34, he writes: “Al-1=fizl Ablsl Nu*aim al-lzbahiniz has recorded it in al-"Awils; Fark’id al-
sim®@ain, vol. 2, chap. 61, p. 331, no. 582, with the difference that he said: “Allah, the Exalted, will send from my progeny a
man with slightly separated front teeth, a wide forehead . . . (to the end of the tradition).” Al-"Arf al-ward® (al-Fmwe lil-
fatewis), vol. 2, p. 132, with a slight difference; al-Munisir al-munif, sect. 50, pp. 187—188, no. 335, with a little difference;
Lawe'ie al-anwir, vol. 2, under the commentary on his saying “minh al-imsm al-khitam al-fa@Ee); Is ©f al-rEghibeEn, p.
135; Jawlhir al-"igdain, vol. 2, p. 8.

5. Al-Fitan, vol. 5, “sifat al-Mahdisl wa ni*atih,” pp. 195—-196; Far(’id al-simizain, vol. 2, chap. 61, p. 330, no. 581, with the



difference that he said: “The Mahdi is from us.”

6. Musnad Abis Ya'lis, vol. 2, p. 367, no. 154 (1128); Dall/il al-imsma, chap. “Marifat wujizb al-g='im wa annahi lsbudda
an yaksn,” p. 251.

7. Kamil al-dign, vol. 2, chap. 57, p. 653, no. 17; Billdr al-anwir, vol. 51, chap. 4, p. 35, no. 4, from al-dssk’s
Ghayba—although | did not find it there.

8. Al-Mustadrak, vol. 4, p. 557; al-"Idhi"a, p. 138.

9. Dhikr akhbisr Ilbahiein, vol. 1, p. 84.

10. Al-Fitan, vol. 5, chap. “sifat al-Mahd,” p. 197; al-"Arf al-wardi (al-Ewi lil-fatgwi), vol. 2, p. 147, with the following
wording: “The Mahd is from me, from the Quraish.”

There is no contradiction between such a tradition and those that mention his long life, for surely, when he is described as a
youth and a young person and other similar attributes, it refers to his chivalry and this is in addition to what has been
narrated about him that he will not become old with the passing of the days and that he will emerge with the body of a

strong man.
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