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Section Forty-Eight

The traditions that indicate he will not reappear except after intense examinations (imtiisisin), the falling of

believers into intense difficulties, and the occurrence of great calamities
Comprised of forty-two traditions

748. Al-Mukiannafi: “Abd al-Razzlslq informed us, from Mu ammar, from Abl! Isiiclq, from "Ailim b.
lamra, from "Alsl who said: “The earth will certainly be filled with injustice and unfairness to the extent
that no one will say ‘Allah, Allah’ . . . Then, it will certainly be filled with fairness and justice just as it was

filled with unfairness and injustice.”

749. Ghaybat al-Shaykh2: Al-usayn b. "Ubaid-Allah informed us, from Ablsl Ja' far Musammad b.
Sufylin al-Bazaufari, from Aimad b. Idrils, from "Al# b. Mulslammad b. Qutayba, from al-Farl b.
Shisidhiein al-Nisislbisirsl, from ibn Ablsl Najriein, from Muflammad b. Manilsr, from his father who said:

We—a group of people—were talking in the presence of (Imam) Abisl "Abd-Allah (al-fdiq), peace be
on him. He turned towards us and said, “What are you discussing? Alas! Alas! By Allah, whatever you
are longing for will not occur until you are screened out. By Allah, whatever you are longing for will not
happen until you are separated. By Allah, Whatever you are longing for will not take place until you are
sifted. [By Allah,] whatever you are longing for will not happen except after despair. By Allah, whatever
you are longing for will not happen until [those destined to become] wretched, become wretched, and

[those destined to become] felicitous, become felicitous.”

750. Dal’il al-imigma3: Abis “Alisl al-Nahiswandi, from al-Qigshisinis, from Mulslammad b. Sulaimisin, from
Al b. Saif, from his father, from al-Mufail©al b. “Umar, from (Imam) Abl "Abd-Allah, peace be on him,
who said:

A person came to Amisir al-Mu’miniin “Alisl b. Abisl lsllib, peace be on him, and complained to him about
the length of the government of injustice (dawlat al-jur). Amisr al-Mu’minisin, peace be on him, said to

him, “By Allah, what you wish for [will not occur] until the people of falsehood perish, the ignorant
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disappear, and the pious (muttaqgisin) become safe. Once this happens, you [will be deprived] to an
extent that you will not be able to set foot on the ground and you will be regarded as worthless as a
dead body . . . You will be in this condition when the help and victory of Allah will come. This is the
saying of Allah, Mighty and Majestic be He, in His Book, ‘Until when the apostles despaired and they
thought that they were indeed told a lie, Our help came to them’ (Quran 12:110).”

751. Nahj al-balfigha4: Regarding the vicissitudes of time (the mischiefs that are to occur and the

absence of lawful ways of livehood):

May my father and my mother be sacrificed for those whose names are well-known in the sky and not
known on the earth. Beware! You should expect such things as adversity in your affairs, the breaking of
relations, and the rising up of inferior people to befall you. This will happen when the blow of a sword will

be easier for a believer than to secure one dirham lawfully.

This will happen when the reward of the beggar is more than that of the giver. This will be when you are
intoxicated, not by drinking, but with wealth and plenty, when you are swearing [oaths] without
compulsion and are speaking lies without compulsion. This will be when troubles hurt you as the saddle
hurts the hump of the camel. How long will these tribulations be and how distant the hope [for

deliverance from them]?

752. Ghaybat al-Shaykh5: Aimad b. Idriis, from "Alsl b. Mullammad b. Qutayba, from al-Fazl b.
Shidhisin, from Agmad b. Mulammad b. Absl Nalgr, from (Imam) Ablsl I-flasan, peace be on him, who
said: “By Allah! What you desire will not happen until you are separated and sifted; until no one remains
from you except few.” Then, he recited, ‘Or do you think that you will be left [as you are] while Allah has
not yet made known those of you who have struggled hard and those who have patience.’s”

753. Ghaybat al-Shaykh: From Jislbir al-Ju'fs) who said:

| asked (Imam) Abk Ja'far, peace be on him, “When will your relief (faraj) occur?” He answered, “It is
far! It is far! Our relief will not occur until you are screened out, then you are screened out [again], and
then you are screened out [again]—and he repeated it three times—until Allah, the Exalted, removes the
impure (al-kidir) and keeps the pure.”7

754. Ghaybat al-Shaykh8: From him (meaning Muslammad b. "Abd-Allah b. Ja'far al-Eimyart), from his
father, from Ayylsb b. NEls, from al-"Abblsls b. “[sImir, from al-Rab" b. Muflammad al-Muslis, from
(Imam) Abls "Abd-Allah, peace be on him, who said:

By Allah, you will be broken like the breaking of glass; glass can be restored and it takes its original
form. By Allah, you will be broken like the breaking of earthenware and earthenware cannot be restored
to its original form. [By Allah, you will be separated]. By Allah, you will be sifted. By Allah, you will be

screened out like darnel is screened out from wheat.



755. AlI-Kgfg9: Muammad b. Yaly and al-fasan b. Mulfammad [al-[Fasan b. "Al®], from Ja'far b.
Mulslammad, from al-[fasan b. Muflammad al-#airafls, from Ja'far b. Mulflammad b. al-ifaigal, from his

father, from Mangler, from (Imam) Abl “Abd-Allah, peace be on him, who said:

O Manglgr! Surely, this affair will not come to you except after despair. By Allah, [it will not come to you]
until you are sifted. By Allah, [it will not come to you] until you are separated. By Allah, [it will not come
to you] until [those destined to become] wretched, become wretched, and [those destined to become]

felicitous, become felicitous.
The traditions with the following numbers also prove the above concept:

113, 245, 254, 286, 327, 337, 342, 407, 411, 427, 433, 456, 511, 527, 534, 538, 617, 618, 619, 641, 669,
908, 911, 912, 971, 1015, 1017, 1018, 1019, 1022, 1023, 1024, 1130, and 1195.

1. Al-Mutziannaf, vol. 11, chap. “al-Mahdis,” no. 20776.

2. Ghaybat al-Shaykh, pp. 335-336, no. 281; Biltl<r al-anwir, vol. 52, chap. 21, p. 112, no. 23; Ghaybat al-Nu'min, pp.
208-209, chap. 12, no. 60, with differences in wording and that he has recorded it from Muflammad b. Man#Er b. al-Faigal,
from his father who said: “I went to Ab® Ja'far al-BEqir, peace be on him . . . (to the end of the tradition).”

| say: MangEr b. al-Walisid al-Flaiqal was a resident of Kisifa and his epithet was Absl Musiammad. He has narrated from
both of them (Jgmi* al-ruwit). In ©abaqit rijel al-Kief)—by our great teacher al-Sayyid al-Burjirdisl, may his grave be
sanctified—it is written that he is Man=r b. “Abd-Allah al-aigal who has narrated from Imam Ablsl “Abd-Allah, peace be
on him, and his son is Muslammad b. Man(sir.

3. Dali/il al-imigma, chap. “Ma’rifat wujisb al-Q’im,” pp. 251-252, no. 49; lizm al-nisisib, vol. 1, p. 68, verse thirty-six, His
saying, the Exalted, “Until when the apostles despaired and they thought that they were indeed told a lie, Our help came to
them” (Quran 12:110); al-Magajja fx) mE nazala fe I-Q='im al-EFujja, verse 37, p. 107.

4. Nahj al-balfgha, trans. Sayed Ali Reza (Iran: Sayed Mujtaba Musavi Lari Foundation), sermon 186.

5. Ghaybat al-Shaykh, pp. 336-337, no. 283; Biltlsr al-anwilr, vol. 52, chap. 21, p. 113, no. 24.

6. This is a combination of verses 9:16 and 3:142 and is probably a mistake made by one of the narrators or scribes—Ed.
7. Ghaybat al-Shaykh, p. 339, no. 287; Bif«r al-anwisr, vol. 52, chap. 21, p. 113, no. 28.

8. Ghaybat al-Shaykh, p. 340, no. 289; Bissr al-anwir, vol. 52, chap. 21, pp. 101-102, no. 3; Ghaybat al-Nu'misnis, chap.
12, p. 207, no. 13, with the addition: “From Rab=", from Mihzam and others, from Ab# “Abd-Allah, peace be on him.”

9. Al-K&ifs, vol. 1, chap. 141, p. 370, no. 3; Kamisl al-din, vol. 2, chap. 33, p. 346, no. 32, with minor differences in
wording, from Mulammad b. al-Fuail, from his father, from Manier.; Bilslsr al-anwir, vol. 52, chap. 21, p. 111, no. 20.
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