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Sermon 129: O servants of Allah!....
About measures and weights, the transience of this world and the condition of its people

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

ف ذكر الماييل والموازين

O servants of Allah! You and whatever you desire from this world are like guests with fixed period of
stay, and like debtors called upon to pay. Life is getting short while (the records of) actions are being
preserved. Many strivers are wasting (their efforts) and many of those who exert are heading towards
harm. You are in a period when steps of virtue are moving backwards, steps of evil are moving forward
and Satan is increasing his eagerness to ruin people. This is the time that his equipment is strong, his
traps have been spread and his prey has become easy (to catch).

عباد اله، انَّم ـ وما تَاملُونَ من هذِه الدُّنْيا ـ اثْوِياء موجلُونَ، ومدِينُونَ مقْتَضونَ: اجل منْقُوص، وعمل محفُوظٌ،
فَرب دائب مضيع، ورب كادِح خَاسر. قَدْ اصبحتُم ف زَمن لا يزداد الْخَير فيه الا ادباراً، والشَّر الا اقْبالا، والشَّيطَانُ
تُهفَرِيس نَتماو ،يدَتُهم تمعو ،دَّتُهع تانٌ قَوِيوعاً، فَهذا اطَم لاكِ النَّاسِ الاه ف .

Cast your glance over people wherever you like, you will see either a poor man suffering from poverty, or
a rich man ignoring Allah despite His bounty over him, or a miser increasing his wealth by trampling on
Allah's obligations, or an unruly person closing his ears to all counsel. Where are your good people;
where are your virtuous people? Where are your high spirited men and generous men? Where are those
of you who avoid deceit in their business and remain pure in their behaviour? Have they not all departed
from this ignoble, transitory and troublesome world? Have you not been left among people who are just
like rubbish and so low that lips avoid mention of them and do not move even to condemn their low
position.
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... "Verily we are Allah's and verily unto Him shall we return." (Qur'an, 2:156)

“Mischief has appeared..” (30:41) and there is no one to oppose and change it, nor anyone to
dissuade from it or desist from it.

اضرِب بِطَرفكَ حيث شىت من النَّاسِ، فَهل تُبصر الا فَقيراً يابِدُ فَقْراً، او غَنياً بدَّل نعمةَ اله كفْراً، او بخيلا اتَّخَذَ
مكاررحا نيا؟! ومكاولَحصو مكيارخ نيقْراً! او ظاعالْمو عمس نع هذُننَّ بِااِداً كرتَمم وفْراً، او هال قبِح خْلالْب
وسمحاوكم؟! واين الْمتَورِعونَ ف ماسبِهِم، والْمتَنَزِهونَ ف مذَاهبِهم؟! الَيس قَدْ ظَعنُوا جميعاً عن هذِه الدُّنْيا
الدَّنية، والْعاجِلَة المنَغّصة، وهل خُلّفْتُم الا ف حثَالَة لا تَلْتَق بِذَمهِم الشَّفَتَانِ، استصغَاراً لقَدْرِهم، وذَهاباً عن ذِكرِهم؟!
جِردزم زَاجر لاو ،ِرغَيم رْنم فَلا (ادالْفَس رظَه) ،(َوناجِعر هلَينَّا ااو هنَّا لا) فَـ.

Do you, with these qualities, hope to secure abode in the purified neighbourhood of Allah and to be
regarded His staunch lovers? Alas! Allah cannot be deceived about His paradise and His will cannot be
secured save by His obedience. May Allah curse those who advise good but they themselves avoid it,
and those who desist others from evil but they themselves act upon it.

تُنَال لاو ،هنَّتج نع هخْدَعُ الي لا !اتهي؟ هنْدَهع هائيلوا زعونُوا اَتو ،هارِ قُدْسد ف هوا الاوِرنْ تُجفَبِهذَا تُرِيدُونَ اا
بِه ينلامرِ الْعنالم نع ينالنَّاهو ،لَه ينوفِ التَّارِكرعبِالْم رِينمالا هال نلَع .هتبِطَاع لاا اتُهضرم!

Alternative Sources for Sermon 129

(1) Al-'Amidi, Ghurar, 320;

(2) al-Zamakhshari, Rabi’, bab tabaddul al-'ahwal.
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