
Published on Al-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > Nahjul Balagha Part 1, The Sermons > Sermon 141: O people! If a person knows his broche….
> Alternative Sources for Sermon 141

Sermon 141: O people! If a person knows his
broche….

Against reliance on hearsay

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

ف النه عن سماع الغيبة وف الفرق بين الحق والباطل

O people! If a person knows his brother to be steadfast in faith and of correct ways he should not lend
ear to what people may say about him. Sometimes the bowman shoots arrows but the arrow goes
astray; similarly talk can be off the point. Its wrong perishes, while Allah is the Hearer and the Witness.
There is nothing between truth and falsehood except four fingers.

،امالر مرقَدْ ي نَّها امالِ، اِجالر قَاوِيلا يهف نعمسي طَرِيق، فَلا دَادسيقَةَ دِين وثو يهخا نم فرع نم ،ا النَّاسهيا
عبرا لاا لاطالْبو قالْح نيب سلَي نَّها امشَهِيدٌ. او يعمس هالو ،وربكَ يذل لاطبو ،ملاْيكُ الحيو ،امهالس ءتُخْطو
ابِعصا.

Amir al-mu'minin was asked the meaning of this whereupon he joined his fingers together and put them
between his ear and eye and said: It is falsehood when you say, "I have heard so," while it is truth when
you say, "I have seen."

،تعمس نْ تَقُولا لاطقال: الْب قوله هذا، فجمع أصابعه ووضعها بين أذنه وعينه ثم فسئل(عليه السلام) عن معن
تيار نْ تَقُولا قالْحو!
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Alternative Sources for Sermon 141

(1) Al-Quda’i, Dustur, 139;

(2) Ibn Hudhayl, ‘Ayn, 215;

(3) al-Saduq, al-Khisal, 110;

(4) Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih, al-’Iqd, VI, 268.
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