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Sermon 174: As for me, I would never be
frightened of fighting….
About Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillah. Delivered when he received the news that Talhah and az-Zubayr had
already left for Basrah to fight against him.

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

[ف معن طلحة بن عبيداله [ وقد قاله حين بلغه خروج طلحة والزبير إل البصرة لقتاله

As for me, I would never be frightened of fighting or be made to fear striking because I am satisfied with
Allah's promise of support to me. By Allah, Talhah has hastened with drawn sword to avenge ‘Uthman's
blood for fear lest the demand for ‘Uthman's blood be made against himself, because the people's idea
in this matter is about him, and, in fact, he was the most anxious among them for his killing. Therefore,
he has tried to create misunderstanding by collecting forces in order to confuse the matter and to create
doubt.

قَدْ كنْت وما اهدَّد بالْحربِ، ولا ارهب بِالضربِ، وانَا علَ ما قَدْ وعدَن ربِ من النَّصرِ. واله ما استَعجل متَجرِداً
للطَّلَبِ بِدَم عثْمانَ الا خَوفاً من انْ يطَالَب بِدَمه، لانَّه مظنَّتُه، ولَم ين ف الْقَوم احرص علَيه منْه، فَاراد انْ يغَالطَ
.بِما اجلَب فيه ليلْتَبِس الامر ويقَع الشَّكُّ

By Allah, he did not act in either of three ways about ‘Uthman. If the son of ‘Affan (‘Uthman) was in the
wrong, as Talhah believed, it is necessary for him to support those who killed 1 him or to keep away
from his supporters. If ‘Uthman was the victim of oppression. then Talhah should have been among
those who were keeping (the assaulters) away from him or were advancing pleas on his behalf. If he
was in doubt about these two alternatives, then it was incumbent upon him to leave him (‘Uthman) and
retire aside and leave the men with him (to deal with him as they wished). But he adopted none of these

https://www.al-islam.org
https://www.al-islam.org/
https://www.al-islam.org/nahjul-balagha-part-1-sermons
https://www.al-islam.org/nahjul-balagha-part-1-sermons/sermon-174-me-i-would-never-be-frightened-fighting
https://www.al-islam.org/nahjul-balagha-part-1-sermons/sermon-174-me-i-would-never-be-frightened-fighting


three ways, and came out with a thing in which there is no good, and his excuses are not acceptable.

وواله ما صنَع ف امرِ عثْمانَ واحدَةً من ثَلاث: لَئن كانَ ابن عفَّانَ ظَالماً ـ كما كانَ يزعم ـ لَقَدْ كانَ ينْبغ لَه انْ
،يهف ذِّرِينعالْمو نْهع هِينننَهالم نونَ منْ يا لَه غنْبانَ يظْلُوماً لَقَدْ كانَ مك نلَئو ،رِيهنَابِذَ نَاصنْ ياو يهلقَات ازِروي
ندَةً ماحو لا فَعفَم ،هعم دَعَ النَّاسيباً واندَ جكريو تَزِلَهعنْ يا لَه غنْبانَ يلَقَدْ ك ،نلَتَيالْخَص نشَكّ م انَ فك نلَئو
هاذِيرعم لَمتَس لَمو ،هابب فرعي ر لَممبِا اءجثِ، والثَّلا.

Alternative Sources for Sermon 174

(1) Al-Tusi, al-'Amali, I, 172;

(2) al-Khwarazmi, al-Manaqib, 117;

(3) Ibn al-'Athir, al-Nihayah, I, 171, 282, II, 167, V, 66, 240;

(4) al-Thaqafi, al-Gharat;

(5) al-Tabari, al-Mustarshid, 95;

(6) Ibn Tawus, Kashf, 173;

(7) Ibn Qutaybah, al-'Imamah, I, 154.

1. It means that if Talhah considered `Uthman an oppressor, then after his assassination, instead of getting ready to avenge
his blood, he should have supported his killers and justified their action. It is not the intention that in the case of `Uthman
being in the wrong Talhah should have supported the attackers because he was already supporting and encouraging them.
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