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Sermon 177: Your party had decided to select
two persons…
About the two arbiters (after the battle of Siffin)

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

ف معن الحمين

Your party had decided to select two persons, and so we took their pledge that they would act according
to the Qur'an and would not commit excess, that their tongues should be with it and that their hearts
should follow it. But they deviated from it, abandoned what was right although they had it before their
eyes. Wrong-doing was their desire, and going astray was their behaviour. Although we had settled with
them to decide with justice, to act according to the light and without the interference of their evil views
and wrong judgement. Now that they have abandoned the course of right and have come out with just
the opposite of what was settled, we have strong ground (to reject their verdict).

فاجمع راي ملَئم علَ انِ اخْتَاروا رجلَين، فَاخَذْنَا علَيهِما انْ يجعجِعا عنْدَ الْقُرآنِ، ولا يجاوِزَاه، وتَونَ الْسنَتُهما
قبقَدْ سا، ومهباد اجوِجعالاا، وماهوه روانَ الْجكو ،هانرصبا يمهو قا الْحكتَرو ،نْها عفَتَاه ،هعا تَبمهقُلُوبو هعم
استثْنَاونَا علَيهِما ف الْحم بِالْعدْلِ والْعمل بِالْحق سوء رايِهِما وجور حمهِما، والثّقَةُ ف ايدِينَا لانْفُسنَا، حين خَالفَا
موسِ الْحعم نم فرعي ا لاا بِمتَياو ،قالْح بِيلس.

Alternative Sources for Sermon 177

(1) Al-Tabari, Ta'rikh, V, 48 (chronicle of the year 37) from Abu Mikhnaf.
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