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Sermon 17: Among all the people the most
detested before Allah are two persons...
About those who sit for dispensation of justice among people but are not fit for it.

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

ف صفة من يتصدّى للحم بين الامة وليس لذلك باهل

Among1 all the people the most detested before Allah are two persons. One is he who is devoted to his
self. So he is deviated from the true path and loves speaking about (foul) innovations and inviting
towards wrong path. He is therefore a nuisance for those who are enamoured of him, is himself misled
from the guidance of those preceding him, misleads those who follow him in his life or after his death,
carries the weight of others’ sins and is entangled in his own misdeeds.

ةبِدْع ملاِب شْغُوفم بِيلدِ السقَص نع رائج وفَه هنَفْس َلا هال لَهكو لجلانِ: رجر تعال هال َلا قالخَلائ غَضبانَّ ا
،هفَاتدَ وعبو هاتيح ف اقْتَدَى بِه نمل لضم ،لَهانَ قَبك ندْي مه نع الض ،بِه افْتَتَن نتْنَةٌ لَمف وفَه ،لَةلاض اءعدو
هتيىبِخَط نهر ،رِها غَيخَطَاي المح

The other man is he who has picked up ignorance. He moves among the ignorant, is senseless in the
thick of mischief and is blind to the advantages of peace. Those resembling like men have named him
scholar but he is not so. He goes out early morning to collect things whose deficiency is better than
plenty, till when he has quenched his thirst from polluted water and acquired meaningless things, he sits
among the people as a judge responsible for solving whatever is confusing to the others.

If an ambiguous problem is presented before him he manages shabby argument about it of his own
accord and passes judgement on its basis. In this way he is entangled in the confusion of doubts as in
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the spider’s web, not knowing whether he was right or wrong. If he is right he fears lest he erred, while if
he is wrong he hopes he is right. He is ignorant, wandering astray in ignorance and riding on carriages
aimlessly moving in darkness. He did not try to find reality of knowledge. He scatters the traditions as the
wind scatters the dry leaves.

ورجل قَمش جهلا موضع ف جهالِ الامة غادرٍ ف اغْباشِ الفتْنَة، عمبِما ف عقْدِ الهدْنَة قَدْ سماه اشْباه النَّاسِ عالماً
لرِ طَائن غَيثَر مأكك، وآجِن اءم نى متَوذَا ارا َّتح ،ثُرا كمم رخَي نْهم ا قَلم ،عمج نم ثَرَتفَاس رب ، بِه سلَيو
نثّاً مشْواً را حلَه اياتِ همهبدَى المحا بِه لَتنْ نَزفَا .رِهغي َلع سا التَبيصِ متَخْلناً لامياً ضالنَّاسِ قَاض نيب لَسج
رايِه، ثُم قَطَع بِه، فَهو من لَبسِ الشُّبهاتِ ف مثْل نَسج العنْبوتِ: لا يدْرِي اصاب ام اخْطَا. إنْ اصاب خَاف انْ
لْمالع َلع ضعي ات لَمشَوع ابكراشهلات، عاطُجخَب لاهج .ابصونَ قَدْ انْ يا اجر خْطَانْ ااو ،خْطَاونَ قَدْ اي
يمشاله ِيحالر اتِ إذْراءايِوذرِي الري ،عسٍ قَاطربِض .

By Allah, he is not capable of solving the problems that come to him nor is fit for the position assigned to
him. Whatever he does not know he does not regard it worth knowing. He does not realise that what is
beyond his reach is within the reach of others. If anything is not clear to him he keeps quiet over it
because he knows his own ignorance. Lost lives are crying against his unjust verdicts, and properties
(that have been wrongly disposed of) are grumbling against him.

ننَّ مى اري لاو ،هرْنا امم ءش ف لْمالع بسحي إليه، لا ضما فُول لها وه لاو ،هلَيع درا ودَارِ مصـ بِا هالو لم لا
،اءالدِّم هائرِ قَضوج نخُ مرتَص ، هنَفْس لهج نم لَمعا يمبِهِل تَتَماك رما هلَيع ظْلَمنْ ااو ،رهغَيباً لذْهلَغَ منه ما بم اءرو
ارِيثوالم نْهم جتَعو.

I complain to Allah about persons who live ignorant and die misguided. For them nothing is more
worthless than the Qur’an if it is recited as it should be recited, nor anything more valuable than the
Qur’an if its verses are removed from their places, nor anything more vicious than virtue nor more
virtuous than vice.

لاو ،هتولات قح ذَا تُلتَابِ اال نمروبةٌ الْعس يهمف سلَي ،لالاوتُونَ ضميو ،الاهيشُونَ جعشَرٍ يعم نو مْشا هال َلا
نم فرعا لاوفِ، ورعالم نم رْنا منْدَهع لاو ،هعاضوم نع ِفرذَا حتَابِ اال نناً مثَم َغْلا لاعاً وينْفَقُبةٌ الْعس
.المنرِ

Alternative Sources for Sermon 17

(1) al-Kulayni, Usul al-Kafi, I, 55;

(2) Abu Talib al-Makki, Qut, I, 290;

(3) al-Harawi, al-Jam’, see (4)



(4) Ibn al-'Athir, al-Nihayah (under kh-b-t);

(5) al-Qadi al-Nu’man, Usul al-madhahib, 135;

(6) al-Tusi, al-'Amali, I, 240;

(7) al-Tabarsi, al-'Ihtijaj, I, 390;

(8) al-Mufid, al-'Irshad, 109;

(9) Ibn Qutaybah, ‘Uyun, I, 61;

(10) Ibn Qutaybah, Gharib al-hadith, see Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Sharh, I, 90.

1. Amir al-mu'minin has held two categories of persons as the most detestable by Allah and the worst among people.
Firstly, those who are misguided even in basic tenets and are busy in the spreading of evil. Secondly, those who abandon
the Qur'an and sunnah and pronounce injunctions through their imagination. They create a circle of their devotees and
popularise the religious code of law concocted by themselves. The misguidance and wrongfulness of such persons does
not remain confined to their own selves but the seed of misguidance sown by them bears fruit and growing into the form of
a big tree provides asylum to the misguided and this misguidance goes on multiplying. And since these very people are the
real originators the weight of other's sins is also on their shoulders as the Qur'an says:
And certainly they shall bear their own burdens, and (other) burdens with their own burdens... (29:13)
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