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Sermon 234: May my father and my mother shed
their lives for you…
Spoken when Amir al-mu'minin was busy in the funeral ablution (ghusl) of the Holy Prophet and
shrouding him

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

قاله وهو يل غسل رسول اله (صل اله عليه وآله) وتجهيزه

May my father and my mother shed their lives for you. O Messenger of Allah! With your death the
process of prophethood, revelation and heavenly messages has stopped, which had not stopped at the
death of others (prophets). Your position with us (members of your family) is so special that your grief
has become a source of consolation (to us) as against the grief of all others; your grief is also common
so that all Muslims share it equally.

If you had not ordered endurance and prevented us from bewailing, we would have produced a store of
tears and even then the pain would not have subsided, and this grief would not have ended, and they
would have been too little of our grief for you. But this (death) is a matter that cannot be reversed nor is
it possible to repulse it. May my father and my mother die for you; do remember us with Allah and take
care of us.

َّتح تصخَص ،ماءارِ السخْبوا اءنْبالاو ةوالنُّب نرِكَ متِ غَيوبِم عنْقَطي ا لَمكَ متوبِم لَقَدِ انْقَطَع ،موا نْتا ِببِا
،عزالْج نع تينَهرِ، وببِالص ترمنَّكَ اا لا لَوو ،واءيكَ سف النَّاس ارص ّتح تممعاكَ، ووس نمياً عّلسم ترص
هفْعتَطَاعُ دسي لاو ،هدلَكُ رمي ا لام نَّهللَكَ! و قَلافاً، والحدُ ممْالو ،لااطمم انَ الدَّاءَلونِ، والشُّو اءكَ ملَينْفَدْنَا علا!
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!بِابِ انْت وام! اذْكرنَا عنْدَ ربِكَ، واجعلْنَا من بالكَ

Alternative Sources for Sermon 234

(1) Al-Mufid, al-'Amali, 60;

(2) Ibn al-'Athir, al-Nihayah, III, 143 (t.y.b);

(3) Muhammad ibn Habib, al-'Amali, 112;

(4) Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, hadith 228;

(5) Ibn Hisham, al-Sirat al-Nabawiyyah, IV, 213;

(6) al-Baladhuri, Ansab, I, 571;

(7) Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn al-Sari ibn Sahl al-Nahwi, al-'Amali;

For (3) & (4) see ‘Abd al-Zahra', III, 182.
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